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FOR FILM STARS 


+ ? 


Biggest Year for H 


ollywood on Air 


Looms as Pix Stars Rush Into Radio 


Last vestiges of doubt that Holly-+@ 


wood gets the No. 1 talent priority 
on radio will be removed in.the next 
few weeks, with 1944 shaping up as 
the year of the Coast “gold rush” 
into the airlanes. On the basis of | 
air shows that have bowed in since 
the first of the year, and others | 
either already set or looming on the 
near horizon, 1944 will in all prob- 
ability go down as witnessing one 
of the greatest influxes of pic stars 
into the broadcasting studios to head 
their own shows. 

By the same token it should even 
more firmly establish Hollywood as 
the mecca and point of origin for the 
top ear-bending shows, as already 


'Pre-Spring Harbinger, 
| Ringlings’ Run-Through 


Sarasota, Fla., Feb. 1. 

Robert Ringling has scheduled 
run-throughs of this season’s Ring- 
ling-Barnum & Bailey circus at 
Sarasota, Fla., prior to bringing the 
show to Madison Square Garden 
where it will again start the season. 
A tent to be the exact size of the 
Garcen interior will be used for the 
showings at winter quarters. 

Costumes were ordered imme- 
diately after the big top closed last 
fall, at which time showgirls and 
other ensemble people were engaged 


Loew Execs Mulling Pension 
Plan Based on Earnings 
Over a 10-Year Period— 
Considering Maximum of 
$200,000 Average Annual 
Earnings as Base for 25% 
Retirement Payments, 
With Lower-Salaried Per- 
sonnel Getting a Higher 
Percentage 


Jap Atrocity Revelations Cue U.S. 


“Co” Sign on H wood Propaganda Pix 


N.Y. Times Buys WQXR; | 


Hogan, Sanger Staying On’ 


Sale of WQXR, N. Y., to the New 
York Timés, repeatedly rumored in 
radio circles for the past few weeks, 
was confirmed yesterday (1) by a 
joint statement from Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, president and publisher 
of the newspaper; John V. L. Hogan, 
president of the Interstate Broad- 
casting Co., owner of the station, and 
Elliott M. Sanger, exec v.p. of Inter- 
state. Financial details of the sale 
were not divulged. 


Also acquired by the Times, which 


Hollywood's high-powered propa- 


| ganda guns will quickly be trained. 


| upon the enemy in the Far East, a 
| subject which has been virtually ig- 
nored until now because of requests 
by the U. S. Government last 
autumn. The first realistic film treat- 
ments of an enemy nation in World 
War II are now “likely to appear in 
short order, following the wave of 
horror which swept the nation as 
result of revelations by official U. S. 
Government sources of the Japanese 
mass murder of American soldier- 
prisoners. New York literary agen- 
cies were offering a number of 
stories around early this week. 
Several features dealing with the 


evidenced by the continuous stream purchased all of Interstate’s out- ‘ ; 

: for training at Sarasota. Ringling Nips were in production a few 
vriters, ectors, producers, etc., | stand stock according state- 

of writers, directors, producers: heures. the ensemble numbers will| UP TO STOCKHOLDERS | stock according to-the sate- | months ago when the studios. re- 

be thoroughly rehearsed before the | ceived word that the Government 


dle the ever increasing volume of 


action, of course, is subject to FCC 


law York was anxious to have such themes 
broadcasts emanating from there. New York date, and that is the ape approval. Hogan and Sanger will soft-pedaled or eliminated alt th , 
son for running through the per- Hollywood, Feb. 1. continue as station s pedaled 0 minatead altogethei 


The wholesale excursion of film 
stars into radio to join the ranks of 
the Bennys, the Hopes, 
and the other film-radio personali- 
ties obviously comes with the ap- 
proval of the picture company execs 
who reap the benefits of the 
“courtesy” tag line and studio plugs 
that are part and parcel of the film- 
radio marriage, and translate them- 
selves into a tremendous b.o. hypo 


current releases of the product to. soldiers overseas, even| Been sublect to repeated revision a¢| ment to dg up and push war songs |major blows against the Fel 
the guestar shots which ae equally | to remote islands and camps far cedad blems arose ix ten an believe that the explosive burst of | that public opinion might have 
shots re | arom regular landing fields. ‘this | approach to al — from vascurity to | rorced shifting of weight against the 
Frank Sinatr | information was offered by Major | ‘ the top the bestseller lists in! Nips when such an operation was 
ank sinatra, now a pic star as) John W. Hubbell, officer in charge | bution-exhibition organization. just a few weeks indicates the pub-| not timely. i 
well os ts radio, led off the year’s | of the Film Circuit Section, Army} Among proposals which have been| lic feeling they are up against in| Last Friday (28) public statee { 
new crop of top shows from the/ pictorial Service, in a report to the! discussed are provisions that the| endeavoring to popularize melodies “en tres en on or | Ba ‘ 
(Continued on page 47) | War Activities Committee. | pension payments shall be based on| with a war message. It's opined : 
| “In one instance,” the report said,!a 10- period of earnings, with} that the meaningless lyric of 16 
‘a unit of 45 men on a small island | a maximum of $200,000 annually the| “Mairzy” points out better than | ontinued on page 10) 


FREE FRENCH SEE HOAX 


IN “CAPT. CHEVALIER”! 


An attempt to square Maurice. 
Chevalier with Americans is 
by Fighting French sources 
receipt of a letter purportedly writ- 
ten by Chevalier from 
prison camp. Missive, 
the Borden Co., is signed Capt. 


seen, 


with} 


addressed to 
Ma u- 


the Cantors | 


a German} 


|}formance in Florida. 


Fox Holes Getting New 
Pictures As Fast As 
Ist Runs on Isle Hops 


Holly wood, Feb. 1. 


(Continued on page 47) 


Film industry is NS its new | 


17 miles from a substantial base has | figure upon which any 


Old-age pensions for motion pic- 
ture stars and possibly featured play- 
ers are being considered for the first 
time in the history of show business 
under plans reportedly being mulled 
by Loew’s, Inc. (M-G). Film direc- 
tors have also been mentioned as 
among those to be eligible. 

Company execs are exploring all 
— of a | pension plan which has 


pension pay-| 
(Continued on page 47) 


operators, 


Public Prefers Novelties 
To War Songs, Publishers 


Figure; Cite Escape Need 


who have been 
repeatedly by the govern- 


Music publishers, 
asked 


from the screen. At that time it 
was felt that such pictures might re- 
sult in harsher treatment by the 
Japs of United Nations prisoners fn 
their hands. 


Another reason for the withhold- 
ing of the full story of Jap atrocities 
from the screen was due to official 
wishes not to inflame public senti- 
ment too much while the military 
authorities were concentrating their 


anything else that the song-buying ! 


‘Continued on page 46) 


Will Film Sime and “Variety”: 


By SID SILVERMAN 


dio exe 


produce. 


direct or cast the picture. 


No Contract Needed. $50.000 


worked together: also Will Rogers 


U.S. PROMPTING 20TH ON 
CHANGES IN “BELL” PIC 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
Objections voiced by Government 


officials will likely result in changes 
in the film version of “A Bell For 
John Hersey novel pur- 
20th-Fox last week for 


Adano,” 


chased by 


rice Chevalier, and asks for a supply Warner Brothers will announce to- | 19 fact, we don’t want to see a first | and Ziegfeld, —— Cantor and Zieg- | taba thnk meeieks i” 
of condensed miik. According to gay (Wednesday) that. with only the | cut, final cut, or any cut. The War- | feld, and Irving Berlin and the same | $100,000. Understooc as suggestions : 
Borden officials, the signature «ord of each binding both parties, | ner studio making it, and the lot | Sam Harris in their personal associa- | concerned the characterization of a 
checks with the performer's hand- arrangements have been completed | has had the experience of turning | tions. For Warners and “Variety” to | high-ranking U. S. Army officer and : 
writing, for the filming of the story of | Out many biographical features, and | work in the tradition of these men i resarenees to the ACTIVITIES of the iq 
However, Fighting French source: Sime Silverman and “Variety.” The | that’s good enough for us. However,| not an empty gesture. Each side i 
and French language new ith ne tudio sees the picture as a cavalcade | Wh the time arrives, we would | aware that this takes some doing, but | and Italy. 
have received no further word on of showbusiness with the announce- | kind of : ke a peek at that sneak. | both firms also know that it can be “A Bell For Adano” is a war-back- 
any change in Chévalier’s saith ment issued by Jack L Warner, stu-| Outli the tale as “a cavalcade | done. grounded story about an American 
as a “collaborationist.” Rene Haugh, cutive producer. The deal was | of showbusiness” indicates that War-| It is obvious that Warners’ purpose | Soldier who resurrects an Italian 


managing editor of Franco-Ameri- 


que, said that when last heard from, | 
Chevalier had gone to Berlin to ap-| 
in shows and had performed | 
before German occupation troops ‘4 


pear 


closed for the sum of $50,000. 

The film, currently titled ‘Mister | 
Broadway.” will be based on a story 
by Abel Green, editor of “Variety,” 
and is to be the initial chore at War- 


| ners sees the story 


as something of a 


musical, which is apt to delve into | 


all branches of the amusement field. | 


at a heavy budget, but | 


This hints 
at the present ‘writing, | 


“Variety,” 


to 


make “Mister 
important picture. On the other 
hand, who can tell to what extent it 
may be trimmed or grow during pro- | 
duction? If the film winds up as a 


Broadway” an | 


village. Reported that War Depart- 
| epens officials were consulted before 
20th-Fox closed for the rights to the 
novel and that suggestions received 
| would result in some changes. 


Paris. He also said that Chevalier,| ners for Arthur Schwartz as pro-| doesn’t know whether WB intends to | “B” that may not suit Warners. but Official comment was concerned 
as far as is known, was never in the | | ducer. No production starting date | spend $100,000 or $1,000,000 on the | there will be no protest here. Those | with picturization of the AMG be- 
French army and certainly never} has been set. picture. things sometimes happen. | cause it was felt that the work of this 
Tose to the rank of captain. | Inasmuch as “Variety” is familiar] That the deal was closed on but the! What “Variety” is really pulling} organization may be changed con- 


It is also possible, Haugh claimed, 
that the Borden letter could have 


| with the picture business, and be- 
cause it is going to be so close to 


Warners and “Variety” 
unknown circumstance 


word of both 
is not an 


for is for Warners to get a good pic- 
ture out of “Variety.” 


| siderably in another year, when the 


film will likely be released. . Pointed 


from another Maurice Cheva- “Mister Broadway,” tne paper within showbusiness. But it is rare is War- | out it would be desirable 
ler, but since the signatures jibe, | like to say that this is one time War- . ; ners has laid it on the line, as was | avoid giving a wrong impression o 
this letter can only be passed off as| ners will not hear a squawk out of and does not happe 1every day. It is the way of the Iate Sam Warner. ! the work done by AMG which would 

uus—maybe not even in the review.|the way Stme worked, the way | “variety” is laying it on the line. for | vary with military and economic de- 


an attempt to get him back into the! 
| “Variety” has no designs on trying tc 


€00d graces of the United Nations. 


George Cohan and Sam NSarris 


its readers, as wes the way of Sime. 


velopments. 


| 
> 
| 
| 
| | | 

| 
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Cantor's 24-Hr. $37,630,075 Bond B.0. 
A Real Victory Through Air Power 


By LARRY SMITH + 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 
In a 24-hour radio vigil that 
tapped all his resources of show- 
manship, courage and endurance, 
Eddie Cantor set a_ bond-selling 
record of $37,630,075 in a KPO 
broadcast that started six o'clock 


The Hard Way 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 
Otto Pagel, ace photographer 
of Life Magazine, stood all-night 
vigil with Eddie Cantor during 
the comedians round-the-clock 


Saturday morning (29) and ended 
six o'clock the following morning. | 
Cantor’s bond spiel, part of which) 
was short-waved to the world’s 
fighting fronts, resulted in an ave- 
rage sale of $25,000 a minute. 

During the first 18 hours, the 
comic was assisted by Nora Martin) 
and Cooky Fairchild, his orchestra, 
conductor. It was, however, essen- 
tially a one man-show, and Fddie | 
was the man. He sang more than 
100 songs; he fed the mike every 
joke in his repertoire: he danced; 
he kissed babies; he went the whole 
works. 


15,000 Mob Studio 

More than 15,000 persons crowded 
into the studio during the mara- 
thon that saw Cantor get a bid of 
$350,000 for a Jap sniper’s rillle and 
$240,000 each for two Jap helmets. 
Nylon hose went for $1,200 a pair. 
Crowded between these activities, | 
he was guest at the $500,000 lunch- 
eon given in the KPO studios by 
Louis Lurie. 

After midnight, the crowds flocked 
to the studio in ever-increasing 
numbers as the night spots closed 
and Clifford Fischer’s Folies Bergere 

(Continued on page 42) 


Committee Completes 
Preliminaries, Pushes 
“One Big Union” Plans 


bond pitch, and shot more than 
300 pictures from which will be 
taken a double page Life mag. 
spread. 

Rumor from Chicago that Can- 
tor had died caused the comic 
to be awakened at nine o'clock, 
Sunday morning. 


2d Show Biz Group 
Visits D. C. in Support 
Of Soldier Vote Bill 


Washington, Feb. 1. 


Putting their full weight behind 
the battle for the soldier vote, the 
burning question now before Con- 
gress, the second show biz delegation 
to descend on Capito] Hill during the 
last two weeks buttonholed repre- 
sentatives and senators yesterday 
(31) in behalf of the Green-Lucas 
(uniform federal ballot) bill. 


Spokesmen representing the stage, 
screen and radio, including an even 
dozen chorines, descended en masse 
on the Capitol Hill solons, pleading 
their cause as representatives of the 


tainment industry. 


Delegation 
roll, Ogden Nash, S. J. Perelman, 
Teddy Hart, Martha Scott, Margue- 
rite Cartwright, Nanette Fabry, 
Janet Fox, Frances Heflin, Bur] Ives, 


The Joint Merger Committee rep- | 
resenting the American Federation | 
of Radio Artists, Actors Equity, | 
Chorus Equity, Screen Actors Guild, | 
and the American Guild of Musical 
Artists has completed preliminary | 
work towards establishing “one big | 
union,” and has ordered execs of 
the outfits represented to meet and 
draft a definite plan for the merger. 
Individual union plans are to be} 
submitted to the committee by Feb. | 
17 and, if approved, they are to be| 
submitted to the governing bodies, 
of the aforementioned organieations. | 

As matters now stand, the com- | 
mittee has outlined the functions of | 
the coordinating council and 
mains for the participating organi- 
zations to work out the specific 
machinery for the council's opera- 
tion. In general, the coordinating 
council will have the power to con- 
trol the budgets of the respective 
divisions of the merged organization 
and also approve strike action in 
one of the fields, or all of them, par- 
ticipating in the merged organiza- 
tion. 
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to the police, 


Anna Karen, Canada Lee, Jennie Le 
Gon, Sandra Michael. Beverly Rob- 
erts, Joan Roberts, Frances Robin- 
son, Joanna Roos, Robert Russell, 
Paula Trueman, Peggy Phillips, Sue 
Ryan, Joseph Julian, Al Schacht, 
Martin Wolfson, Jack Hillier, Thelma 
Schnee and many others. 

Senator Scott, co-author of the 
Green-Lucas bill, read to the sen- 


Cowl: 

“I know I speak for hundreds of 
my co-workers in the theatre who 
cannot appear today in person be- 
fore you when I say that in our opin- 


ion the armed forces should be 


it re- | Sranted facility to vote in the sim 


| plest, speediest and most direct way 
| possible. Therefore. we urge that 
| the Green-Lucas bill be enacted into 
| law.” 

Senator Lucas informed the sen- 
ate that he was grateful to the the- 
atrical delegation for their appear- 
| ance in support of his bill. 


ACADEMIC STRIPPER TO 


_ Boston, Feb. 1. 

Vicki Welles. burley stripper, 
found guilty of “participating in 
an immoral entertainment” by Bos- 
ton’s municipal court and sentenced 
to three months in jail, appealed the 
sentence and was released on per- 
; sonal recognizance in $500 for ap- 
pearance in Superior Court. 


Cops in the audience made the 


'pinch at Waldron’s Casino on Jan. 
the dancer | 


'13 when they claimed 
made a 100‘. strip. They rushed 
back stage to see. and the stripper 
referred them to Frank Bryan, man- 
ager of the house. Bryan is quoted 
as having said, “That Vicki Welles, 
she'll do anything!” This alleged 
remark, although denied by Bryan, 
was accepted by the court, and was 
apparently a factor in the sentence. 

Dancer, whose husband is a New 
York fireman, attended New York 
University ‘social science major) 
and is the mother of a two-year old 
baby. She appeared on the 
and a very sedate 


Ziasses 


| outfit, and was indignant at the 


charges. 

All she took off. she said, using 
a very learned vocabulary, was a 
white dress. This left her with a 


jewel studded brassiere, a pair of | 


net pants and a “fringe.” According 
this left her with 


nothing at all. The defense tried to 


| prove that it only looked as though 


she had nothing cn and that the 
whole thing was an illusion created 
by expert lighting. 

Bryan was also tried but found 
not guilty of presenting an immoral 
show. 


85th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Its the hest show 
Murray is great. 


FRED MacMURRAY. 


every year. 


‘Hadn’t Seen Girl in So 
Long Yanks Shied Away 
From Her, Sez Bergman 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
American troops, icebound in far- 


7 
included Nancy Car | ton, 


had visited 


_ APPEAL JAIL SENTENCE 


stand | 


| off Alaskan posts, depend on Holly- 
wood as the most reliable connecting 
| link with home. That was the mes- 


/sage brought back by Ingrid Berg- 
man, film star, after a five-week tour 
of 16,000 miles, during which she en- 


soldier vote committee of the enter- | tertained soldiers in isolated camps 
| “too cold even for 


a Swede.” On 
tour with the star were Neil Hamil- 
Joan Barton, Marvelle Andre 
and Nancy Barnes, traveling under 
an arrangement by the Hollywood 
Victory Committee and USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc. 

“In those far-away places,’ Miss 


| Bergman explained, “we found out 
how much the men appreciate Holly- 
| wood, Everywhere they had movies, 


and everywhere they were grateful 


{for the 16-mm films that the Army 
| brings in. 
!commercial theatres, they were par- 
ticularly 
| movies are so much newer. 


ate the following letter from Jane} “At many isolated places we were 


In towns where there are 


grateful because the free 


the first live entertainment the boys 
had seen, and certainly the first girls 
them. They were 
so shy that it was difficult to talk to 
|them for a while. Later they would 
| tell us that it had been so long since 
i they had talked to a girl they had 
| forgotten how to act.” 

| In addition to playing about 60 
i shows, to audiences ranging from 57 
to 2,000. the troupe visited hospitals 
,;and recreation centers where the 
}girls danced with every man who 
| was capable of dancing. On the way 
| back by boat they went ashore and 
played at several island outposts be- 
| tween Alaska and Seattle. In spite 
|of the rigors of the trip, the whole 
' company volunteered to return to 


|; Committee says so. 


‘New Administrator 


| For USO Overseas 


Increasing USO-Camp Shows re- 
sponsibilities abroad arising with 


| projected launching of a second front 
is seen with CSI's selection of a 
staffer to go abroad in an administra- 
tive capacity. Staffer 
this jaunt has already been made, 
but cannot be revealed for security 
| reasons. 
New exec will join Charlie Mad- 
dock and Bill 
| overseas administration work. 


U’S “BUZZ SAWYER” 


rights to “Buzz 

newspaper cartoon strip by Roy 

Crane syndicated by King Features. 
It’s to be filmed as a serial. 


screen 


| Free Tax Service 


| “Variety” will again supply 
free Federal income tax service 
| for the benefit of the amusement 
industry. 

Collector James W. Johnson of 
the Third District. New York, 
; has assigned Deputy H. Wayne 
| Pierson to the “Variety” office, 
/ 154 West 46th street. The assist- 
| ance of Deputy Pierson will be 


' available from 9 until 5:30 daily, 
| from Feb. 15 to March 15. Tax 
' forms may be obtained now at 
this paper’s office. 


the far north whenever the_ Victory. 


selected for 


Dover already doing } 


Universal Pictures has bought the 
Sawyer,” 


| 
| 


A Solution for Miss Lawrence 


It continues to seem a matter of believing that dignity wil) sell nail 
polish. Maybe it’s a dream. Maybe it's a slogan. Say, maybe they're 
right. Whatever it is—as far as radio is concerned it looks like it’s too 
bad. For the truth is that the Revlon show still has Gertrude I 
rence handcuffed, 

This versatile girl continues doing straight light romantic, oy a sai 
matic, scripts which are condensed versions of full length plays pa 
pictures. Necessarily packed into not more than 24 minutes of the 
half-hour program it is an extreme demand upon the production unit 
and players. On Sunday, Jan. 23, Miss Lawrence did “There's Alw 
Juliet,” with Victor Jory. She was actually into the story not 
than one minute after the show hit the air. This must be 
sort of a record. But the frantic grasping for time was no help. 
presentation was nice, yes, yet a punch is still missing. 

However, the decision on these playlets should rest on the previous 
week's offering of “A Star Is Born” with Fredrie March, back for a 
quick return on the program. Among picture men “Star Is Born” is 
regarded as the best film ever made about Hollywood. Myr. March 
played the male lead here, as he did in the picture, and it remains 
one of his best performances. Miss Lawrence also did well by it, 
Nevertheless, the point is that Revlon is not going to get a much bet- 
ter script anywhere for its present half-hour format, and if “Star Is 
Born” can't turn the tide then what's the use? 


There is so much else Miss Lawrence could do for radio that you 
can literally watch show people shake their heads as they listen to 
her program and wonder, They simply can’t understand it. 

If anyone really wanted to change the format on this show, just 
think of the many things Miss Lawrence could present. The multiple 
bits and scenes she could sclect from her former revues, the nu- 
merous plays and scenes she has done with Noel Coward, the songs 
she could sing, and even some of the bits Bee Lillie did which 
Miss Lawrence can also handle. “Limehouse Blues.’ They won't like 
that? They did. 

A new format such as this for Miss Lawrence would continue to 
permit guest stars to play opposite her. She could even retain the 
21 to 24-minute playlets she’s doing. But does she have to do them 
every week? Couldn't it be once every three weeks, or every other 
week if Miss Lawrence insists? And Miss Lawrence must be doing 
some “insisting” somewhere because sponsors, alone, can’t be entirely 
responsible when situations like these develop. 

That the program is creeping toward option time may be a matter 
of indifference to Miss Lawrence, although ample time remains to 
firmly establish her on the air and to keep going if desired. Even 
one of the necessary ingredients to accomplish this is already a part 
of the program—Lyn Murray's orchestra. Is this a high-school band, 
and what are they doing in the current set-up? Playing gin-rummy, 
maybe. 

Someone might ask why we go on knocking ourselves daffy trying 
to fit Miss Lawrence into American radio. There is no reason ex- 
cept that the answer seems so plain. That, plus the fact we believe 
those in the profession in England are interested in Miss Lawrence's 
aerial plight over here. For you can bet they’ve heard that “Gertie” 
is having her wireless difficulties, and it’s not BBC’s fault this time. 

If Miss Lawrence's program departs from the schedules a group, 
possibly including her sponsors, may believe that she is not for 
the air. But they'll never convince show business that this is the 
case. Too many show people know that Miss Lawrence can be en- 
tertaining on a stage, on a screen, on the air, or in a tent. 

You see, show people know that talent is talent. 


4aWe 


ays 
more 
some 

The 


Sid. 


New York 


-in March 


By Radie Harris 


If Billy Rose has his way, Jimmy Durante of the Copa, the Capitol, the 
cinema and Camels will make his return to Broadway next fall as one of 
the “Seven Lively Arts’...Richard Whorf, who acted with Montgomery 
Clift in “There Shall Be No Night,” would now like to direct him in “Out 
of This World”...Billie Burke’s wardrobe in “Plans For Tomorrow” will 
elicit oohs and ahs from the femmes...they’re being especially designed by 
Adrian...Paramount is paging Althea Elder, the dancing eyeful in “Jack- 
pot,” for the next Mark Sandrich musical. 


Lee Bowman is at the Savoy Plaza...Pvt. Gant Gaither, of “Winged 
Victory,” is penning “Time Out For Love,” a play with music. . for the first 
time in its history, the Ringling Circus will not open cold at Madison 
Square Garden, but will have its official premiere at a gala charity preview 


wwe 


Don't be surprised if Vinton Freedley associates himself next with 
the production of “La Belle Helene,” left suspended since the death of 
Max Reinhardt...if Elena Miramova is focusing her “dark eyes” around 
the art galleries these days, it's because her new play revolves around 
a woman who opens a museum...three naval officers in earnest dis- 
cussion at 21—Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard Barthelmess and Frank- 
lin Roosevelt, Jr....Fairbanks is now standing by at Newport... 
Mladova will not only dance in Al Bloomingdale’s “Allah, Be Praised,” 
but will also warble a bit. 


Vernon Duke has just finished scoring a two-reel government film, 
“Battle Stations,’ about the Coast Guards and the Spars, with Lt. Garson 
Kanin, U. S. A., at the megaphone...Beatrice Kay checks in at 20th-Fox 
to make her screen debut in “Diamond Horseshoe”...Dick Kollmar will 
be announcing any day now that Carol Bruce will be in his new “Dream 
With Music”’...while Danny Kaye is playing the Army camps, his frau, 
Sylvia Fine, may make a flying two-week business trip to the Coast... 
that 18-year-old looker trying to carve out an independent acting career 
for herself is Ambassador Davies’ stepdaughter, Nedenia Hutton. 


BING AND BOB GET 
SET FOR USO TOUR 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Bob Hope and Bing Crosby will be 
off tg dhe wars again soon. Both are 
cleaning up their commitments to be 
available for a USO tour out of the 
country. They'll each go their sepa- 
rate ways, however, and not team up 
as they’ve been doing in golf matches 
to help the sale of War Bonds. 

They’! be away from Hollywood 
for from four to six wecks. 


The Berle-ing Point 
MILTON BERLE 


Has anyone ever thought of call- 
ing that sex, whimmen? 


This is the year in which there is 
Feb. 29. You know what that is— 
it’s the day of beckoning. 


I'm writing a book dedicated to 
those people who neglect to cover 
up coughs and sneezes. It’s titled, 
“How to Lose Friends and Influenza 


People.” 
LET’S WIN THE WAR Descriptive Nominative: She has 
; IN °44 a figure like an empty shaving cream 
tube. 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond Our freedom is being Jap-odized. 
Buy War Bonds! 
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VARIETY 


EDITORIAL 


—_—- 


The editorial “25 Years Ahead—and What?” is 
reprinted here because in the estimation of “Va- 
riety. and others, ti is the most remarkable ex- 
ample of sound judgment and foresight ever 
published by an amusement trade paper. 

This editorial was written by Sime Silverman, 
founder of “Variety.” for this paper’s 25th Anni- 
versary Number of December 31, 1930. 

The reader will be the best judge of the edi- 
torial’s proghetic qualities. But fourteen years 
after this piece was written may we point out that 
by merely adding the two words “and radio” to 
the term “pictures,” whenever the word “pictures” 
occurs, the editorial reads as if it had been typed 
today. 


The additional commentary included here was 
written by Sid Silverman for “Variety’s” 31st 
Anniversary Number of January 1, 1936, wpon the 
occasion of the first reprinting of Sime’s work. 


Within the life of “Variety,” 25 vears, the show- 
business of America has performed a complete 
somersault. So instead of talking about 25 years 
or of what has occurred since then, which every- 
one knows more or less, it may be better for the 
showbusiness of today to look forward 25 years. 
That will be something which events have brought 
out the showbusiness of 25 years ago failed to do. 
Then or at any time thereafter, up to now. 


Of course, “Variety” is naturally appreciative 
that it has lived for 25 years, and it hopes it may 
for 25 more, and more. It hasn’t much to say for 
itself. Hobbling along during those 25 years, it’s 
still trying to go along in the best and only way 
it knows. That is to print the truth about the 
showbusiness it represents, as it finds it. For no 
other reason than, as has been said before, a trade 
paper can’t fool its trade, which knows more 
‘about that trade than any trade paper possibly 
could. Therefore, to print the truth as it is found, 
located or gathered, appears to be the best, if not 
obvious to all, policy. And it’s much easier with- 
out “politics.” 


In the 25 years to come, contemporary showmen 
must avoid the stage errors of the 25 years be- 
hind. Those errors have been plentiful. They 
have been the cause of the decline of every branch 
in the showbusiness excepting pictures, and pic- 
tures, on top now, should be the most assiduous 
in avoiding grave mistakes of the future. 


Perhaps vaudeville and legit will come back. 
Legit will have a future when the picture busi- 
ness assumes charge of it. Otherwise legit 


Will linger. on the Broadways_of say five big 
American cities, and then but feebly, unless legit’s 


greatest detriment, its ruination in fact, is elim- 
inated. That will likely happen if pictures takes 
over legit. Vaudeville will have its chance 
when there are more managerial believers in 
vaudeville. The picture and vaudeville hook-up 
in chains is all wrong for vaudeville. The weight 
lies with pictures, because the controllers of the 
chains are firstly picture men, who don’t know 
vaudeville and have no faith in it. Burlesque is 
negative and immaterial. But the same reasons 
exist for its present condition as with the others 
which have been shell-shocked. 

The two greaiest errors committed by the stage 
have been the abuse of its producers and the abuse 
of their own power. If the picture business will 
remember that brief statement covering a great 
deal, it may save itself the headaches those errors 
cost so many others of the stage. 


This abuse started with Klaw & Erlanger. It 
made the Shuberts possible and impossible. Stair 
& Havlin tried it and passed out. Keith and 
Orpheum vaudeville did it, per E. F. Albee, and 
passed out. The Columbia Amusement Co. (bur- 
lesque) did it and passed out. 


The term producers as employed here does not 
contemplate merely the men who stage the show 


or pictures. Producers, as a term, embraces every- 
one concerned in the making of a show or a film. 
The producers were abused and driven away from 
the stage, from K. & E. to the Shuberts, from the 
Shuberts to their own independency or back to 
K. & E., or from Stair & Havlin to oblivion. While 
the producers of vaudeville were given the needles 
by the Albee crowd even as those producers were 
feeding vaudeville with its life blood. And they 
are starved out. 


Abuse from power for 25 years developed from 
the K. & E. days until it became so common in 
the latter years it almost was accepted as a part 
of stage operations. Of the two, the picture heads 
should avoid the abuse of power for, when that 
starts, the abuse of producers follows. 


Another highly important matter the stage lead- 
ers of the past overlooked, although the entire 
showbusiness to date has overlooked it, was good 
will. They neither cultivated goodwill with the 
public nor in their own organizations. They never 
had it with either. And it was important—it is 
important, most important. Past events have 
proven how valuable it would have been to 
K. & E., the Shuberts and Albee, who couldn’t get 
it when they wanted and needed it. Because good 
will cannot be purchased, only cultivated and in 
good faith. 


There never was one man of the stage big 
enough to dictate what the public must take. To 
be remembered by the picture men. For the pub- 
lic may not take. No one man in pictures is big 
enough to disregard talent. Those of the stage 
who thought they were all lived to regret it. 


It’s talent that makes pictures, from the writer 
to the director and the actors—all the essential 
talent of the studios. That talent must be con- 
served and preserved, if the picture business is to 
be preserved. The picture business cannot afford 
to commit the faults of the stage, for it knows the 
faults of the stage, and thereby has the best guide 
for its business future by simply avoiding them. 


If the picture business is so new that it has 
bragged over its profit last year, without knowing 
what it is going to be this year, that should be 
the lesson for that. Nor should the picture man 
be obsessed with the erroneous belief the general 
public depends upon him for entertainment. This 
country thrived before pictures. 


In short, if the picture man will run his busi- 


ness for the next 25 years without abusing it or the 
people in it, he will probably find an enduring 
prosperous business under him, for then his people 
will work with him instead of against him; he will 
have located the best talent and held it; he will 
have found the foundation for success—team work 
and goodwill. With that goodwill also fostered 
with the public, now, tomorrow, every day, week 
and year. 


And all of this goes exactly the same for theatre 
operation. 


Perhaps if at home the leaders of the film indus- 
try will hang in their bedroom the following card, 
seeing it night and morning, they never will go 
wrong in the management of their organizations: 

REMEMBER! 
Klaw & Erlanger. 
The Shuberts. 

E. F. Albee. 


By Sid Silverman 
Since which time, five vears, radio has grown in 
importance, and in its relation to show business, to 
the point where it may be said to have stepped 


into the niche formerly held by vaudeville. And 
with a fair share of vaudcville’s assets and liabili- 
ties. For radio is now ieeding its people into 
Broadway shows (mostiy musicals) and pictures, 
after which they generally return to the air at 
more money. Vaudeville found out about that. It 
also is just as hard for an act to break into radio 
as it was to get a “showing” in vaude five, 10, 15, or 
30 years ago. When acts with air ambition look for 
people who have an “in” with the agencies, those 
who keep track recognize a familiar ghost. As for 
the chiseling and kick-backs, vaudeville knew 
about that too. Of course, radio has no cut weeks 
and vaudeville did not exhaust material and 
people so quickly, but the line of demarcation be- 
tween the air and vaudeville is not so wide despite 
that radio is really only 15 years old. How old was 
vaude? Not old enough to have succumbed to age. 
Vaudeville was murdered. And with vaudeville 
no longer the spawning ground for talent, where 
will pictures and the theatre find new faces and 
personalities? Who can say radio will not be the 
answer? 


Radio has become significant in show business 
mostly because it is the common denominator. It 
has opened the field so that no longer does a per- 
former restrict himself to one branch of the busi- 
ness. They all want a crack at the air and if they 
connect the end seems much further away. Radio 
has become the stream down which most actors 
must sail to the real big money whether the 
journey be short or long. The salaries on the air 
for the successful are terrific. The publicity is tre- 
mendous—and fast. Too fast. For radio’s circula- 
tion is such that it breaks as quickly as it makes. 
Hence, the performer who clicks over the air is 
like the man who comes into a million dollars and 
goes crazy trying to take care of it. Boiling down 
to the fact that radio is the financial joy and 
mental despair of its performers. It’s a wise actor 
who can gauge his radio limit, but who can blame 
those who stay on too long? In vaudeville they 
couldn’t resist the applause. In radio they simply 
cannot resist the money. 


But radio has that matter of circulation as both 
a benediction and a curse. It devours material at a 
staggering rate, and that’s its own problem. The 
other factor is that radio will always be limited by 
the clock. Even the networks can’t get more than 
24 hours into a day. Meanwhile, radio men are 
slowly coming around to the realization that 
they’re in showbusiness. It will be better for radio 
and its listeners as that idea spreads. 


the other phases of show business tite 
of the past five years needs no recounting. It’s 
been tough sledding and it now looks as if there's 
a chance to get out of the woods. Pictures, having 
gone through a series of refinancing and reorgani- 
zation, was the first to feel the upbeat. Pictures 
has also found out that if product isn’t good busi- 
ness can be awfully bad. Yet the fact that a pic- 
ture with merit can go out and roll up a solid gross 
is, and should be, enough. The legitimate theatre 
is having its best season in five or six years both in 
and out of New York, night clubs making an effort 
for and deserving business are getting it, while the 
outdoor men (circus and carnivals) concluded a 
satisfactory season last autumn. The public wants 
to be entertained and is willing to pay for its 
amusement. How well showbusiness rises to that 
demand will be reflected on the only thermometer 
this same show business recognizes, the boxoffice. 


For itself the fact that this is “Variety’s” 30th 
birthday is about saving the most in the least num- 
ber of words. This is the first Anniversary Num- 
ber In four years which has had a green cover. 

“Simply because “Variety” didn’t believe the three 
previous anniversary issues of sufficient size to 
warrant binding. So perhaps this anniversary 


edition is indicative of showbusiness at the 


moment. It could be better, and a whole lot worse. 
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Ath War Loan Drive, Half-Way, Tops 


-Last Year's Preems, Free Movie Days 


With the film 
War Loan campaign at the half-way 
mark, results from bond premieres 
alone are already almost twice as 
great as in the Third War Loan, ac- 
cording to Charles P. Skouras, na- 
tional chairman. “Free Movie Days” 
have also surpassed the total of the 
previous campaign. 

To date, some 2,700 bond preems 
have been set in theatres throughout 
the country, as compared to a re- 
ported total of 1,400 during the en- 
tire Third War Loan campaign. 
“Free Movie Days” are already re- 
corded at 2,412, a total far greater 
than in the previous campaign. 
Meantime, some 5,000 exhibitors 
have already enlisted in the “Hon- 
ored Hundred” contest. : 

Group of motion picture industry 
leaders, appointed a squadron of 12 
“fiying bondsmen” by Charles P. 
Skouras, met last Friday (28) in 
New York to discuss plans. “Flying 
Bondsmen” are to meet state exhibi- 
tor chairmen, state distributor chair- 
men, war finance chairmen and other 
field workers in exchange centers 
and other key points throughout the 
VU. S. 

Frank H. “Rick” Ricketson, na- 
tional vice-chairman of the drive, 
outlined a schedule of activities in 
which he suggested eight phases of 
the effort to be discussed with indus- 
try leaders in various sections of the 
country: 

1. To express the appreciation of 
the U. S. Treasury Department, the 
Fourth War Loan Committee and 
the War Activities Committee for the 
fine job which has been done so far. 

2. To outline the activities planned 
nationally from now to the end of 
the campaign. 

3. To stress the importance of the 
“top man” in each territory to as- 
sume responsibility and leadership 
for all industry war effort. 

4. To emphasize the importance of 
closer relationship between the mo- 
tion picture state chairmen and the 
Treasury Department War Finance 
Committee in each community. Rick- 
etson suggested that each state chair- 
man should be a member of the 
Treasury State Organization. 

5. To impress upon each state 
group the importance of increasing 
the number of issuing agents. 

6. To point out the long range 
value and immediate importance to 
exhibitors for running bond trailers 
and war activity reels. 

7. To develop a more coordinated 
relationship with the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee in connection with 
stars and personalities used in vari- 
ous war effort campaigns. 

8. To assist industry committees in 
the various territories in breaking 

(Continued on page 19) 


LT. FREDDIE MEYERS, JR., 
IS MISSING IN ACTION 


First Lieutenant Freddie Meyers, 
Jr., son of eastern division manager 
for Universal Pictures, is reported 
missing in action. 

Attached to the U. S. Army Air 
Corps, in the Pacific, Meyers, Jr., was 
decorated for bravery in action sev- 
eral months ago and had otherwise 
received recognition from military 
heads as a flying ace. 


7506 Premiere Raises 
Cal. Total to $5,500,000 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

First of the special War Bond pre- 
views here, with the 20th-Fox pic- 
ture “Lifeboat” on the screen, netted 
the Treasury Department around 

750,000 in bond sales, raising the to- 
tal for Southern California theatres 
to $5,500,000, representing 39,247 in- 
dividual sales. 

Starting this week is a series of 
Bond Premieres, led off by the Co- 
lumbia feature, “What a Woman,” to 
be followed by 49 others throughout 
the southern part of the state. 


2,000 WACs Recruited 
Via Booth in Times Sq. 


Times Square Women’s Army 
Corps recruiting booth, N. Y., which 
also is a Metro information service 
stand, has set a nation-wide record 
in being responsible for recruiting 
more than 2,000 WACs during the 
past year, more than any other simi- 
lar booth in the country. 

Booth was originally opened to 
render information to visitors to 


N. Y. during the World’s Fair. 


industry’s Fourth? 


“Show of Shows” to Aid 
Jewish Welfare Fund 


“Show of Shows” benefit for the 
Emergency Committee to Save the 
Jews of Europe will be held Monday, 
March 13, at the Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y. Al Rosen, manager of 
Loew’s State, will serve as chairman 
of the entertainment committee; 
Alan Correlli, Theatre Authority ex- 
ecutive secretary, show administra- 
tor; Solly Pernick, business agent of 
Local 1 of the IATSE, is vice-chair- 
man. 

Preliminary luncheon addressed 
by Judge Ben Shalleck and Dean 
Alfange was held Thursday (27) at 
the Hotel Astor. 


Theatres Way Over Top 
In March-of-Dimes; See 
At Least $3,500,000 


March of Dimes theatre collec- 
tions for 1944 wound up Sunday (30) 
night with the objective of $3,000,000 
in the bag and, according to E. L. 
Alperson, of the national committee, 
the likelihood that final figures 
would show a national total of a 
minimum of $3,500,000. 

The 1944 Dimes campaign has 
achieved what will undoubtedly be 
an all-time record for audience col- 
lections, topping the Dimes cam- 
paign for 1943, when $1,650,000 was 
raised, and last year’s Red Cross 
drive ($3,067,236). 

Nicholas M. Schenck, national 
chairman of the theatres’ drive, 
stated: “In setting a national goal of 
$3,000,000 I had not the slightest 
doubt that our industry would per- 
form as magnificently as it has in 
all past drives. The success of the 
campaign is a testimonial to the 
hard work of thousands of theatre 
owners, managers and employees.” 

Drive leaders, after analyzing re- 
ports received up until a late hour 


their belief that the $3,000,000 goal 
had been reached and that the final 
figures would be considerably above 
that amount. 

“It will probably be several weeks 
before all reports have cleared 
through the March of Dimes state 
chairmen,” said Walter Vincent, 
treasurer. “To enable us to an- 
nounce an actual total at an early 
date I urge every exhibitor to make 
a report of his collections today.” 

Coast Dimes Collection 

Charles P. Skouras, president of 
National Theatres and co-chairman 
of the March of Dimes campaign in 
California, announced that Fox-West 
Coast theatres of Northern and 
Southern California collected a total 


the March of Dimes campaign. 


increase of 70%. 


tions made by 
erated theatres in California. 


Post; Mayer Associated 


Capt. Monroe Greenthal, formerly 
director of advertising and publicity 
for United Artists, has been appoint- 
ed head of the Motion Picture 
Branch of the industrial services di- 
vision of the U. S. Army Public Re- 
lations Bureau, operating out of 
New York offices. 

Arthur Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto theatre, N. Y., who has served 
as treasurer for the War Activities 
Committee, is the civilian consultant 
of the agency. 

Schedule currently calls for re- 
lease of two films monthly for exhi- 
bition in industrial plants. 


Feteing C. P. Skouras 


Testimonial luncheon honoring 
Charles P. Skouras, chairman of the 
film industry’s Fourth War Loan cam- 
paign, in recognition of his activities 
in the -drive will be held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., on Feb. 7. 

New York and Jersey exhibitors, 
distribution representatives and 
other industry execs will attend. 


LOEW’S THEATRES SALES 
Loew’s Theatres sold 41,000 “KE” 
bonds through Jan. 23 in the New 
York houses and through Jan. 19 in 
out-of-town theatres. 
Total maturity value of the bonds 


is $3,198,561. 


last Sunday (30), were unanimous in | 


| 


| 


Fan Mail 
Toledo, Feb. 1. 

Howard Feigley, Sr., manager of 
the Rivoli and member of a local 
selective service board, is enjoy- 
ing a postcard he just received 
from overseas. It seems that on 
each summons to appear before a 
draft board there is a sentence 
which states the board is com- 
posed of your friends and neigh- 
bors. The card was signed by a 
local youth who was drafted, and 
read: 

“Look where my neighbor 
sent me.” 


Military Devices Will 
Prove Big Aid to Film 
Technique After War 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Motion picture technique will be 
improved greatly after the war by 
sound devices developed for the 
Army and Navy, according to Col. 
Nathan Levinson, Warners’ sound 
chief, who has kept in touch wih 
military film and acoustic work for 
years. 

“Most of the manufacturers allied 
to motion picture making before the 
war,’ Col Levinson explained, “are 
turning out new sound devices for 
Uncle Sam and will undoubtedly 
adapt the improved equipment for 
the use of film producers and exhibi- 
tors when peace returns. Among 
the manufacturers of sound equip- 
ment for war are RCA, Western 
Electric, General Electric and 
Westinghouse, and they will all 
make equipment for films when the 
war is over. Studio engineers have 
a general idea of what these devel- 
opments are but are not discussing 
any military secrets at the present 
time. In addition, many mechanics 
and electricians now making war 
apparatus were once employed in 
the studios and will return to work 
in Hollywood after the war.” 


COSTELLO’S DAD FILMS 
GALS IN FIGHTIN’ TOGS 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Newly organized Biltmore produc- 
tions, prexied by Lou Costello’s 
father, Sebastian Cristillo, will film 
“A WAVE, a WAC and a SPAR” as 
its first offering. 

Phil Karlstein will direct, for re- 
lease through Monogram. 


WB’s War Total 

With an increase of around 200 
men in the service since December, 
for a present total of former Warner 
Bros. employees of 3,214, the total 
number of killed or missing has in- 
creased to 20, according to latest 
figures compiled by the WB home- 


of $255,000 from theatre patrons in| office. 


The largest amount of casualties 


This compares with $150,000 col-| are among_men who worked at the 
(lected last year and represents an| Warner studio, which has supplied 
These figures do! 712 men and women for the armed 
not include March of Dimes collec-| forces. A total of six from the studio 
independently op-/are killed or missing. Second high- 
lest loss is four among the 554 who 


formerly worked for WB in its 


Capt. Monroe Greenthal’s | Philadelphia theatres and exchange. 


Universalites Go In 
Four more Universal h.o. employees 
have left for the armed forces. 
They are: John Gennaro, navy; 
Marie Weber, Cadet Nurse Corps; 
Jack Huber, navy, and _ Robert 
Oropol, navy. 
H’wood Falls In 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Paul studio technician, 
Army. 
Dave McCoig, studio press agent, 
Army. 


Perlin, 


Michael Butler, screen actor, 
Army. 

James Fitzsimmons, studio press 
agent, Army. 

Mary McArdle,’ studio nurse, 
Navy. 


Victor Lewis, film cutter, Army. 

John Campbell, studio press agent, 
Marines, 

Harold Lierley, 
man, Army. 

Barry Mirkin, orchestra manager 
for Joe Reichman, Army, 

Verne Smith, radio announcer, 
Army. 


studio make-up 


LET’S WIN THE WAR 
IN’ °44. 
Buy That Extra 


War Bond 


U.S. Red Cross Show Section in Brit. 
Heads for Big Shakeup, Coin Slash 


Henry Larner, Par Flack, 
Dies of Wounds in Italy 


Cpl. Henry Larner, who enlisted 
in the overseas ambulance service 
a year-and-a-half ago as a member 
of the American Field Service, died 
last Thursday (27) at an Italian hos- 
pital, according to word received 
over the weekend by his father. He 
was for several years in the Para- 
mount publicity department at the 
home office, contacting daily papers. 

Death followed wounds Larner re- 
cently received in the Italian cam- 
paign when shrapnel from an ex- 
ploding shell entered his kidneys. 


Stormy 21 Months In 
Pacific War Zone Told 


By Newsreeler Brick 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Life has never a dull moment for 
a newsreel cameraman in the Pacific 
war zone, according to Alfred B. 
Brick, Coast supervisor for Movie- 
tone News, who told a meeting of 
the Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers about his 21 months of adven- 
ture, beginning with Pearl Harbor. 


As the only newsreel cameraman 
in Honolulu on Dec. 7, 1941, Brick 
gave America the first photographic 
lowdon on the damage to the 
battle fleet. From that time until 
last summer, Brick went through 
seven big naval battles, including the 
Coral Sea, Gilbert and Marshall 
islands, Midway and Guadalcanal, 
on plane carriers and in dive bom- 
bers. Shortly before the flattop 
Wasp was sunk he saw Jack Singer, 
the newspaper correspondent who 
died with the ship. Brick was 
picked up after floating hours on a 
rubber raft after the Wasp went 
down. He painted a graphic picture 
of the chances a newsreel camera- 
man takes in the war sector. 


BRIT. COMMISSION 
TO STUDY TELEVISION 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
British Government has appointed | 
a commission to study post-war use 
and development of television. Body 
is made up of reps from BBC, Mini- 
stry of Supply, Dept. of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, the Post 
Office and Treasury. 


British plan to release within the 
next few months about 70,000 radio | 
receivers made in that country and) 
about 18,000 American-made sets, 
which have been shipped over. 


| 
| 
British Actors’ $240,000 | 
Donation to FDR Charity | 


Check for $240,000, representing | 
most of net profits from “Forever | 
And A Day,” (RKO), has been pre-| 
sented to President Roosevelt for use 
by the National Foundation for In- 
fantile Paralysis. Presentation was 
made at the White House by Lady 
Hardwicke on behalf of her hus- 
band, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, who 
represented a committee of British 
actors. 

Film was made by British actors. 
writers and directors in return for 
the contributions made by Ameri- 
cans to British charities. 

Among those in Washington for 
the presentation were N. Peter Rath- 
von, RKO prexy, Roland Young and 
Brian Aherne. 


L.A. to N.Y. 
Bill Baker. 
Phyllis Brooks. 
Rene Clair. 
Perry Como. 
Frank Craven. 
Bob Dunham. 
Lindsay Durand. 
John Elwood, 
Barthold Fles. 
William Goetz. 
Herman Goldfarb. 
James R. Grainger. 
Edith Head. 
Paul Lazarus, Jr. 
George McCall. 
Gail Russell. 
William Saal. 
Joseph Santly. 
William Stevens. 
Robert Stolz. 
Sidney Strotz. 


| scripts 


David E, “Sonny” Werblin. 


London, Jan. 4, . 

American Red Cross Entertains 
ment Section over here, which ig, 
headed by Dwight Deere Wiman 
Leighton Brill and Miriam Jordon, is 
expecting a big overhauling that may : 
lead to the resignations of Wiman 
and Brill, Organization has been 
supplying entertainments for Ameri. 
can Forces for more than a year. It 
has five Show Mobiles and five 
Aerovues, Former transport 
supplied by the Red Cross while 
latter is handled by Special Service 
of Eighth Air Force. 

Last year’s entertainment budget 
is understood to have been around 
$500,000 with U. S. Army heads not 
amenable to such lavish expenditure, 
They maintain that original duties of 
the Red Cross were to cover the wel. 
fare of troops, with entertainment, 
except in the case of clubs, not in 
their province. Although  there’s 
been no definite intimation of the 
drastic changes to be made, undere 
stood that heads of ARCES will be 
informed that their expenditure for 
entertainment in future must be cut 
down to $100,000 annually, or less, 
with heads expected to squawk to 
the extent of quitting. 

Contention of Army authorities ig 
that bulk of entertainment 
should come from the USO-Camp 
Shows, who have greater facilities 
for getting artists, etc.. with ARCES 
only causing overlapping. But or- 
ganizers of the entertainment section 
nfaintain they have delivered value 
for money, and are ready to sub- 
stantiate their claim by the many 
unsolicited testimonials they hold 
from numerous commanding officers, 


CANADA READYING 6TH 
LOAN DRIVE; PIX C0-0P 


Ottawa, Feb. 1. 

Word comes from National War 
Finance headquarters’ here that 
Canada’s motion picture industry has 
offered considerably increased as- 
sistance in promoting sales of govt. 
securities in 1944 (Victory bonds and 
war savings stamps and certificates), 
Upped plugging will become notice- 
able when the nation’s sixth Victory 
Loan drive opens in May. 

National War Services committee 
of the Canadian motion picture in- 
dustry suggested a 20-minute fea- 
ture short be made for all film 
houses during the pre-loan and loan 
campaign. Through the War Activi- 
ties Committee and Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee in U. S., arrange- 
ments were made for the short to be 
produced by Warner Bros. Don 
Henshaw of the public relations of- 
fice, NWFC, is in Hollywood now 
conferring with Warners on the pic- 
ture for NWSC and will act on be- 
half of NWFC as technical adviser. 

Since there were 3,000,000 indi- 
vidual applications for, Victory 
Bonds in the Fifth Loan drive last 
fall, NWFC figures Canadians know 
what it’s all about so the short will 
stress size of investment. 


More Radio Scripts 
Released for G.I. Shows 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

The U. S. Army Special Service 
has issued three more booklets of 
scripts for use by enlisted personnel 
in their own shows in camps and 
bases. The material is also available, 
upon application, for Navy person- 
nel. 

The booklets, Nos. 


14-16, include 
from the Durante-Moore, 
Fanny Brice-Frank Morgan, Burns 
and Allen, Kay Kyser, Red Skelton, 
“Duffy’s,” Edgar Bergen, Jack Ben- 
ny. Fred Allen, “Double or Nothing” 
and Eddie Cantor radio programs, 


| plus sketches by Paul Osborn, Lynn 


Riggs, Cecilia Ager, Stephen Draper, 
Milton Lewis, Mortimer Offner and 
Henry Myers, Snag Werris, Scott 
Corbett, Alan Lipscott, C. R. Sum- 
ner, Harry Ruby, Edmund North and 
Nathan Kussy. 

All material was gathered by the 
Writers’ War Board subcommittee on 
scripts for soldier and sailor shows, 
of which Dorothy (Mrs, Richard) 
Rodgers is chairman. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Joseph Bernhard. 
George Fraser. 
Howard Reinheimer. 
Michael Todd. 
Paula Weiss. 
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While 
with operations of major companies 
in the foreign field unofficially ex- 
pressed amazement that any anti- 
trust violation could be wrapped up 
in an agreement either with J. Ar- 
thur Rank or other interests to 
handle distribution jointly, foreign 
sales toppers see small chance of 
effecting a joint-distribution pact 
with Rank or any other individual 
or company. They claim it is not 
in the cards for highly competitive 
interests to get together on global 
distribution or even 
eign sales. And they cite past ex- 
perience to prove it. 

It will be recalled that Fantomet. 


combination of Paramount, First’Na- | 


tional (WB) and Metro, operated in 
most of Europe from about 1926 to 
1929. Then there was Parufamet. 
a combo of Metro and Par with the 
lone German company, which dis- 
tributed in Germany back in 1926 
priors to Nazism. Both setups. ob- 
viously designed for economy of op- 


eration and maximum coverage, 
proved highly impracticable. This 


was particularly true of the Parufa- 
met setup, which would be compar- 
able to any similar arrangement 
with a distributor of another foreign 
land. 
were not 
handling their pictures from 

lso reported that each U. S. distrib 


believed the other American firm | 
was getting the edge on deals. Con- | 


sequently, both this combination and 


also Fantomet dissolved early, the 
latter disappearing about 1929. 
Another illustration of how joint 


operation does not pan out was cited 
this week in the Latin-American 
market. At one time Paramount 


had 


Metro and World Films pictures in | 


Australia. Par needed this extra 
product because it was supplying two 
double features weckly to key 
Aussie accounts, 
okay for Par, 
and World were not so happy 
cause of feeling that they were not 
getting enough of a share of reve- 
nue, not through any fault of Para- 
mount, but simply because Par was 
doing ethe distributing and had its 
own product to spot into playdates. 

The same experience is recalled 
by foreign executives every time 
the subject of Rank’s distribution 
Setup either in the U.S. or the world 
market is discussed. They are con- 
vinced that Rank will never be satis- 


fied with the handling of his sereen | 


product in this country until he has 
or has such a direct influence in 


handling of his product in the U. S. 


Cop Hired By Cleve. 
Palace to Quell Kids’ 
Heckling Gets Mauling 


Cleveland. Feb. 1. 
heckling 
has been 


To quell the 
brigade that 
performances every time a name 
swing band comes to town, the 
Palace has installed uniformed cops 
in aisles. but even the flatfeet can’t 
control the hepcats here. 

Young hoodlums tripped and then 
mauled Jerry Zelina, city patrolman 
working part time at the theatre. 
Sunday (30) when he tried to quiet 


busting up 


ihem. Racket they put on nearly 
stopped the show headed by Cootie 
Williams’ jiving orchestra, Ella Fitz- 
gerald and Four Ink Spots. 

During the balcony brawl the cop 
had his shoulder wrenched. He had 
to be taken to hospital for treat- 
ment. Several other policemen 
came to his rescue and, it is re- 


Ported, took ringleaders of zoot-suit 
Sang down to the hoosegow. 
agement intends to make an exam- 
ple of them to stop outbursts of 
rowdyism Which have been disturb- 
Ings opening-day shows and week- 
end performances. 


Spyros Skouras West 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy. 
off to the Coast last (Tuesday) night. 

Expects to be in Hollywood about 
a week for huddles on production | 


and once-over to new product, 


modified for-. 


Both American firms felt they | 
getting the best break on | 
UFA. | 


a working agreement to handle | 


While working out | 
understood that Metro | 
be- | . 


bobby-sox | 


Man- | 


— 


FOR 


Expected to deliver fewer pictures 
this season (1943-44) than ever be- 
fore in the history of either com- 
pany, 
which lead with completed product, 
already have a backlog that will 


Back for the Washup 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Last picture for Brian Donlevy 
under his Paramount contract will 
by “Two Years Before the Mast,” 


early American seagoing tale in Probably carry them for a whole 
which he will co-star with Alan | Year ahead. With production at high 
Ladd. speed at the Par and Warner stu- 


dios, they also should have more 
than a full season’s supply on hand 
when the 1944-45 film year begins 
this coming Sept. 1. 

| As of the past week 
had 24 features finished and unre- 


Report Rank All 
Set on U. S. Deal 


Donlevy returns to the lot after 
several months of suspension for his 
refusal to work in “Incendiary 
Blonde.” 


aration. The completed Par pictures 
include several that were made far 


back enough to have reached re- 
lease on the current season’s (1943- 


44) schedule, this also being true of 
Warner Bros., which has 23 features 


deal for American distribution. 
announcement 


lease more than the 24 which now 


re He tt issue an rest on its shelves, while at the! 
lis week 

. eat same time not expected that War- 
Several U. S. distribs have been 


ners will make many more available 
during the current film year than 
the 17 which it has wrapped up in 


mentioned lately in this: connection, 


including RKO. 


film cans. Probabilities are that 
Warners will not deliver more than 
LE ROY RETURNS T0 M-G 20 during the current (1943-44) 


chance being for less than 
this number in view of releases as 
they’re now being scheduled, 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. So far WB has released only nine 
Concluding his contract at Metro/ pictures, exclusive of reissues, though 
with completion of “Thirty Seconds | latter are being sold as new pic- 
Over Tokyo,” Mervyn LeRoy has} tures under separate contract. Par 
| signed a one-picture deal with F ‘k |is doing the same with its reissue 


semester, 


AFTER “ROBE” FOR ROSS 


| Ross to direct Lloyd Douglas’. putting out a fresh lin» of accessories 
seller, “The Robe,” for RKO re | on each. Par so far has released 
lease. Script has been in work for only 10 pictures on the season, ex- 


seven months and LeRoy takes it to| clusive of 
| the starting line in early summer. 
Shooting figured to take six 
months, after which LeRoy is ex-| 
pected to return to Metro for the} 
start of his sixth year on the Culver 
City lot. 


Eddie Golden Mulling 
Release Away From RKO , 


Edward <A. Golden is reported | 
distribution deal away | 


rom which, | DAVE ROSE BACK TO 


“Bell Tolls,” which is 
"being sold at advanced prices and 
will not see general 
next year. 

While Par is selling its pictures in 
blocks of fou: and five, making al- 
lowances, however, for sales in | 
smaller groups where an exhibitor 
does not want the full package, WB 
is selling most of its films singly or 
as doubletoas. 

None of the other distributors 

iave backlogs anywhere near what 
has been attained by Par and WB. 


both Paramount and Warners, | 


Paramount | 


leased, while 22 more were in prep- | 


in various stages of preparation. WB 
London, Feb, 1. and Par each have seven actually 

Unconfirmed reports here are that | shooting now. 
J. Arthur Rank is close to inking a Not anticipated that Par will re- | 


release until | 


YEAR AHEAD PIX 


U. S. Distribs See Little Chance For 
Cartel or Any Joint Deal With Rank 


many executives identified 


2 


Despite Beefs, Show Biz and Other 
Recreation Suffered Less From War 


Squeeze Than Others; WPB Survey 


Washington, Feb. 1 
Survey of show biz and other 
types of recreation and amusement 
by WPB discloses that, despite the 
heavy volume of beefs and crying 
towels, they have been hurt far less 


White Hep, Gets Hepper 


Hollywood, Feb, 1. 
| Republic upped Eddy White, pro- 


ducer, from westerns to regular) py war shortages and squeezes than 
features, under general supervision many other types of business. While 
of Armand Schaefer, executive pro- | in some lines firms have been forced 
ducer, to fold, WPB has not a single au- 


First feature will be a murder 


thenticated case of where this hap- 


| mystery, “Hepcat Madness.” pened in show biz because of short- 
age of either materials or man- 

power. 
B { h F | Study, made by George W. Mc- 
rl 1S l ms Murphey, chief of the Recreation 


and Amusement Section of the WPB 
Office of Civilian Requirements, 
shows the following: 

Theatres: There is no manufacture 
of projection equipment but not a 
single case where a picture house 
pletare is. the operator has been unable to find re- 

: pair parts or second hand stuff when 


| needed. Same is true for seats on 
| Sanize y sriush Alm proaucers | which manufacture nas also stopped, 
| with a program of 15 high-budget 


Seek U.S. Play 


Hoilywood, Feb. 1. 


rated and English dialects and ac- | able trouble because of a lack of care 


etc. There is a shortage of rope for 

| features annually, averaging around curtains, ete. but plenty of steel 

$800,000 each and some running up |wire and cable are now coming 

| to $1,600,000. Productions will be | through: and the manpower problem 

streamlined for customers in the! has been licked by use of more 

United States, with action accele-| women. Theatres repurt consider- 
| 

cents reduced to a minimum. | pet, However, according to Me- 

Forthcoming pitch for the Ameri- | Murphey, the mortality in theatres, 

can trade was disclosed by Barring-/' as in other branches of show biz, is 


ton Gain, representiig J. Arthur’ no more and perhaps is less than in 
Rank, British film tycoon, who is} normal times. In fact, the industry 
aiming to expand his distribution ; js coining money. 


field, not only for the duration, but Vaude and legit have found the 
< | after the war. Gain is in Holly- necessary manpower to get along but 


.| wood to survey American produc- | have been harrassed by transporta- 
tion methods and to get a slant at the | tion difficulties. Even so, acts have 
distribution channels. Studio space, | managed to move from town to town 


Gain said, is the most serious pro-j| to keep dates. 


duction problem in England, where Cireuses and Carnivals: 1943 was 
quickies have practically disap-|a very good year and 1944 will be 
peared. Many of the studios there | another one, says McMurphey. These 


traveling shows worked out methods 
for handling their biggest problem, 
transportation, by considerable trim- 
ming, all of which faile7? to interfere 
“— the b.o., the way WPB sees it. 

owling alleys: Hardest hit of any- 


$3,000,000 FOR 8 
HYAMS PAID BY RANK singin the 


London, Feb. 1. | (Continued on page 40) 


Hyams Bros, have virtually com- - 


pleted sale of their eight picture 
theatres to J. Arthur Rank. Deal is Lou Smith to Coast As 
Preducer, Herb Crooker 


have been taken over by the govern- 
ment for the war effort. 


said to involve $3,000,000. 
Hyams Bros. are already dickering | 


ition of his “Hitler's Children.” are 

Golden rep has contacted other ENG. FOR PARAMOUNT": another circuit. 
tieup. “Hollywood, Feb de Mc to PRC May Suecce at 

Understood that United Artists is} David Rose, emerging from re onn oc Lou Smith is expected to join a 
one of the distribs with whom pes-| at Paramount, set to return to Lon- Hollywood, Feb. 1. major company as an associate proe 
| sibility of a deal has been discussed.|don as studio’s managing director. John Mock, recently resigned story | gucer shortly. following his resigna- 
| George Bagnall, UA coast exec,| Rose will cross the pond after | editor at Columbia, goes with Pro-/¢ion as eastern publicity director at 
lhas been in New York during the| homeoffice confabs in New York. | ducers Corp. of America as .exeCU-| ywetro. Smith was an associate pro- 
past week huddling with UA home-| Trip marks his 18th Atlantic crossing tive aide to Harry Joe Brown ducer at Paramount for several vears, 
| office officials on a deal with Boros| since the war. He's due in N. Y.| First assignment is to prepare the and has also been with Universal and 
Morros. releasing arrangement, hursday (39. script for Had Wore For It.’ | Columbia as publicity executive 
from accounts, has Realignment ol Metro's Ca tern 


with Golden, 
|} come up. 

In addition to “The Master Race,” | 
vhich Golden plans to start shortly, 
also purchased the film | 


Goetz-Spitz’ s Quartet, Goldwyn’ : Pix, 


| publicity setup will be finalized upon 
the return of Howard Dietz to his 
N. Y. headquarters around the mid- 
dle of the month... Herb Crooker, 


the producer 
rights to “Kyser Wakes the Doctor” who has been sitting in for Smith 
last week. It's a book by Paul De- | during the latter's recent iline ind 


Disney $ Feature Hivhlight RKO Slate 


Kruif. trip to the Coast. is expected to be 
| on a named to succeed Smith. Crooker, 
n important independent pro-;| made he hoped for an extension of | many years, was eastern public~ 
Soskin Al rives to Film has developed within} | the deal in due course. : 
Paul Soskin, British film producer | deal with International, in conjune- expected to 
who participated in the organiza- | deal for four pictures fron e new tion with Charles W. Koerner, De- nv a =! ) Lane Pn 
International Pictures (Bill Goetz-| pinet also talked with Disney about told intimat aving 
tion of Independent Producers, Ltd. “Three | for the Coast in December that he 
(England), arrived in the U. S. early | Leo Spitz) organization. sours produc mom. D oy ily vould join RKO in a_ production 
this week. He's associated with In addition wit! three films | C aballeros - scheduled ee berth. but Cha! le Ko caine th t 
Gaskin leaves Mew Wark tor | scheduied from Samuel Goldwyn,| RKO starts shooting four big- ad. denies such 
next week to film back- | one feature slated from Walt Disney, begs 
ground material for his first pro-| and possibly other indie output, | 
ictio inder Vis ew setup, | m of eig Days (Fibber McGee and Molly), “Di ed h” Pi d 
| With Theis Honor.” which eight | Sister Kenny” (Rosalind Russell) ivine Sara e 
will be completed ts Sualand, and likely more high-budget ilms | and None but the Lonely Heart . 
: to release in addition to regular stu-| (Cary Grant). Depinet said that For Bergman By Selznick 
would roll in March. 


dio output. Leo Spitz (Inte rnational), 
incidentally, also set the Goldwyn 
deal with RKO originally 

Ned E. Depinet, RKO Radio Pic- 
tures prexy, last week emphasized | 
that the deal with International was 


British Film Stocks Rise 


London, Jan, 14. 
New year already shows rising 
tendency in film stocks. 


Current rises are Gaumont Brit-.| for four pictures only, to be deliv- 
ish Common, up 35 cents at $3.75;.;ered within one year, during the 
Odeon $1 common, up 80 cents, at | 1944-45 season. He stated that 
$6.25: Stoll Corp., up 335 cents, at | while no further commitment be- 
1 $2.85. yond these four films had been 


| “Gibson Girls” 

These pictures, the RKO exec 
ied out, are slated for release by 
end of the summer. 

He added that RKO plans for ap- 
| proximately 40 pictures next season 
‘in addition to independent product. 
Goldwyn is readying “Treasure , 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Ingrid Bergman 
Seiznick banner 
career of 
start 


point- 
the Next starrer for 
under the David O. 
will be a film based on the 
Sarah Bernhardt, slated to 
about March 15. 


William Dieterle. who will direct, 


Chest” (Bob Hope) and his next. is working with Ben Hecht on the 
Danny Kaye production, “Wonder screernvlay, tentatively vitled “Bern- 
Man.” hardt: Her Life and Loves.” 
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CENTURY-FOX 


“20TH IS IN FOR THE BEST YEAR IN ITS HISTORY, WITH THE 
EXHIBITORS WHO ARE HOLDING 20TH CONTRACTS SET FOR A 
BIG SLICE IN THE SUCCESS OF THAT PRODUCT!” 

— Hollywood Reporter 
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resident's D. C. Birthday Ball Biggest 
rosser Ever; Pidge’s “Pistol” Clicks 


BY ANDY KELLEY 
Washington, Feb. 1. | 


“Céngress is like bingo with bil- | ete 
lions,” said Red Skelton at the Birth- Is Really on Rex Williams 
day banquet at the hotel Mayflower, | St. Louis. Feb. 1. 
: setting the mood for the 11th fete | Rex Williams, city manager for 
here, and the biggest grosser. | Loew’s, last week qualified as the No. | 
It was gay and festive and full Of /) Hard Luck guy in local flicker | 
heigh-ho spirit. Supreme Court Jus- | circles when his home was burgled 
tice William O, Douglas, standing | ang he lost his assistant. Six months 
just below the stage at the Hotel) 449 Williams’ bad luck began when 
Statler Saturday night, suddenly | he broke his wrist in a fall in his 
hitched himself up on the platform | home, Then $100 worth of Xmas 
rolling sideways with arms and legs | presents, purchased by the attaches | 
fiving. It was a great shot for the | of Loew's and the Orpheum were 
photographers. but the only one in pects a few hours before they were | 
focus found his flash bulb failed to} 45 have been presented to Williams 
go off. “Must have been made in! + xmas eve dinner. 
; Japan,” cracked John Garfield. | A week later Williams suffered 
iserious injuries and his auto was | 
i Brian Donlevy and Walter Pidgeon | wrecked in a collision. He was hos- 
4 had dinner together before they | pitalized for several weeks fighting | 
made the hotel rounds on Saturday | off pneumonia as a result of the in- 
4 night. Pidge told Brian a story, so} juries. Then the burglary and the 
good that the Paramount star used/}transfer of his assistant, Wayne 
i it at every stop. It was about the | Sheppler who becomes manager of | 
j time they appeared at a California | the Loew's house in Evansville, Ind. | 
hospital and Pidgeon attempted a/ Previously-Williams lost another as- | 
song and dance. As he was leaving | sistant, Frank X. Reller, Jr., who re- | 
he said to a sick soldier, “I hope you | signed to become the owner of his |} 
get better soon.” Cracked the sol- | own house at Wentzville, Mo. | 
; dier: “I hope vou get better, too.” 
; At the Willard, Pidgeon sang “Pis- All Ni h G ° d | 
tol Packin’ Mamma,” and at the Stat- Ig t rin | 
i ler he picked out a pretty girl in the ‘ 
front row, found she was unescorted, For Loew S L. A. 
promised her a dance and a date. L N di d 
i Joan Fontaine had the sniffles, but De uxer tu le 
; looked lovely, and let her husband, | ® Los Angeles, Feb. 1. | 
F Brian Aherne, do the talking. He Loew's State, 2,204-seat de luxe | 
made the dignified speech of the eve- | downtown theatre, is mulling a shift | 
ning, telling about the British actors | to an all-night policy seven nights | 
7 in Hollywood who wanted to show per week. Reason for the proposed 
id their appreciation to America, made; change is the great number of po- 
d the picture. “Forever and a Day.” tential customers in the downtown | 
4 They consulted President Roosevelt | area after midnight. Fox-West Coast | 
it and asked him to name his pet char- | house has also noted the success of | 
; ity. He designated the Infantile} the Los Angeles theatre, which .has | 
{ Paralysis Foundation. Aherne said | upped its weekly grosses by more | 
the profits on the picture would en- | than 20% through a similar policy. 
zble him to present a check for a| State led all local de luxe first runs | 
quarter of a million dollars to the | for total gross in 1942-43, drawing | 
President at the Sunday White | $1.002.900 in 12 months under a twin- | 
House luncheon for stars, “I say a| bill policy. 
quarter of million,” he added, “be- 
eause it sounds like more than just ? ki 
| $250,000." There ll Be No Strike oe 
3 
Marshall Takes a Ribbing At the Studio Switches. 
Tongues wagged at the Hotel May- Hollywood, Feb. 1. | 
flower when Edna Stillwell, (Mrs. Studio juicers have postponed their 


ted Skelton), whose divorce be- | threatened strike indefinitely, follow- 
comes absolute next week, was | ing a request from the U. S. Dept. of 
seated at the same table with Muriel | Labor. Announcement of the post- 
Mor is, said to be the next mate of | ponement was made by Al Speede, | 
the M-G-M comic. Edna is still | business representative of Local 40, 
business manager and script writer | International Brotherhood of Elec- 
for Red. worked with him in some | trjea) Workers. after a letter from 
h of the skits he put on during the ho-| py. John R. Steelman. chief of the 
tel merry-making. Skelton 
inspired form, kidding Gen. Marshall | jngton. 
and other dignitaries at Table No. 1. | 
At the Howard theatre, midnight | 
show for the colored, Skelton worked | 
with Louis Prima stooge. 
closed the show working 35 minutes 
and doing most of his comedy rou- 


Recent strike vote by Local 40, de- 
manding a 10° wage tilt, still re- 


as 


| is negotiating for a meeting between 
| the workers and producers, 
ti Red was also the scene-stealer | 
at the Birthday Ball cake-cutting. as | ¢¢ ” 
‘ : » / 
the newsreels will testify. He did Great Moment Is 4th 
some high class clowning while the | Ane Final Tag f , 
cameramen were grinding. } I x or Par Pic 
| “The Great Moment,” Paramount 
Lucille Ball's green orchids tucked | Picture which had three 
into her hair had all of the society | titles previously, is being dusted off 
editors in Washington agog. Asj| or release after having been pro- 
Evelvn Gordon of Daily News said: | duced about 18 months ago. It co- 
“Green orchids in the hair-do wil] | Stars Joel McCrea and Betty Field. 
become a fad since Lucille Ball Picture was known as “With- 
pinned them in her bright. red out Glory, Immortal Secret” and 
tresses atop a stark black frock. “Triumph Over Pain” before finally 
0% nae ” 
Glamour had its innings with Jinx | 8iven the “Great Moment” tag. 
Falkenberg in a low-cut, tight-fit- 


ting, peach colored gown, which M Pl S : h 
drew “ahs” from the ladies. Jinx ooney ays tralg t 
danced with nine servicemen at Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Wardman Park hotel, thereby get- Martin Mooney does a double chore 
ting behind in her schedule. Mariaj|as writer and associate producer on 
Montez, titian haired charmer from |“Delinquent Daughters” for Pro-’ 
the Dominican republic, vied with | ducers Releasing Corp. 

Joan Fontaine for the beauty honors. Picture shows another angle of the 
The Universal star was garbed in|current haywire trend 
simple and quiet black, her only | America. 

ornaments two highest honors con- 
ferred on her by the Dominican gov- 
ernment, pinned on her shoulder. 


Rathvon’s Coast Hop 


N. Peter Rathvon, RKO Corp. 


Jose Iturbi is a real disciple of | Prexy, is scheduled to leave for the | 
1, boogie-woogie. Was a time when | Coast within the next week or 1 
the master pianist used to exhibit! 4ays. 


his temperament if anybody even | He will huddle with Charles W. 
moved a chair in the room while| Koerner on next season's production 
he was playing. At most of his hotel| Plans. } 
visits Iturbi gave them a choice of 

Chopin's Minuet Waltz or hotcha. GOLDBERG ON “PHANTOM” 
Most of them took the red hot. His Universal Pictures has retained 
most receptive audience was at the! Lou Goldberg and _ Associates to 


Howard midnight show, all colored. | handle special promotion in connec- | 


Here he played six boogie woogie! tion with the advertising of “Phan- 


selections. He told Shep Allen, emcee | tom Lady.” 

of the show: “In all my years of; Goldberg has been in charge of all 
playing I have never) unit shows for Major Edward Bowes | 
fov the past nine years. 


(Continued on page 19) 


Leave Us Face It, the Hex! in 


| these 


was 1N | Labor Conciliation Service in Wash- | 


|mains in force, but there will be no} 
» | ° 
He | walkout while the Labor Department | 


different | 


by 


Maybe Can’t Read? 


Indicating that some film 
fans in New York don’t peruse 
ces, was the coinment by 
a couple of Bronx housewives 
who saw the highly inspiration], 
dramatie picture late last week: 

“They call it ‘The Song of Ber- 
nadette’ but there ain’t a song 


> not 


WLB OK’s Raises 


At 20th-Fox, U 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
The War Labor Board today an- 
nounces wage increases for 1,500 em- 
ployees in 33 exchanges, covering 15 
cities in which 20th-Fox is located 


ard 18 cities for Universal. Increases | 


lrange from $2 to $7 weekly and 
cover mostly office workers. 
Agreement was worked out be- 


tween the companies, the IATSE and 


ithe Moving Picture Machine Oper- 


ators. It gives the employees in 
exchanges the same increase 
that were previously established un- 


|der an earlier agreement with em- 
'ployvees who worked in exchanges in 


other cities. 


In January, 1943 an agreement 


| was made covering office workers of 


20th, U and other companies. When 
the original contract was entered in- 
to there was a provision that the 


!same terms should apply to all other 


exchanges where the employees 
were represented by the IATSE. 

Since then the employees of the 33 
cities now covered have come. under 
the IATSE. 


TEVIN GIVEN PERMISH 
TO VISIT CHI PRO TEM 


Isadore Zevin. awaiting sentence, 
after pleading guilty to a nine-count 
perjury indictment, was granted his 
motion for permission to leave the 
jurisdiction of the N. Y. federal court 
on Friday (28) by Judge Henry W. 


Goddard. Zevin, former secretary to 
George E. Browne. convicted labor 
leader, committed perjury when 
questioned by the Special federal 


grand jury investigating the where- 


abouts of the $1.500,000 special slush | 


fund collected from 42.000 members 
of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees. 

Zevin's motion met with no opposi- 
tion on the part of Boris Kostelanetz, 
special assistant U. S. attorney-gen- 
eral, who successfully prosecuted the 


six Chicago mobsters and Louis 
Kaufman. business agent of local 244, 
Motion Picture Operators Union of 


Newark on charges of conspiring to | 
than $1.000.000 from the | 


extort more 
motion picture industry. 

A similar motion sought by Zevin 
Was 


|several months ago 


that time. Kostelanetz opposing on 


mobsters were free. it would not be 


safe for Zevin to leave New York. 

| Zevin will return to Chicago, it was | 

| learned. 
Zevin is scheduled for sentencing 


on March 22. He told the grand jury 
that the special fund was used to pay 
the salaries and expenses of officials 
‘of the 
telanetz. he 
rover 


lied. This fund, 


nment contends, 


| personal representative, and 

| with “The Boys from Chicago.” 
|} Zevin as well as Browne and Bioff 
|are expected to be the Government's 
, Star Witnesses at the forthcoming 
| trial of the Capone gangsters on 
| charges of mail fraud in connection 
| with the misuse of this fund, 

The Chicago mobsters are 
lodged in the Federal 


split 


appeal to the 
| Appeals from their conviction. 


each received 10-year prison sen- 


of juvenile | tences, 


Roll Out the Big Ones 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
February production program at 
| 20th-Fox calls for four high-budget 


' starters, -beginning this week with 


“Keys of the Kingdom,” produced 
Joseph Mankiewicz and directed 
by John Stahl. 

Others are “Wing and a Prayer,” 
starting Feb. 7; “Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.” Feb. 21, and “Where Do 
We Go From Here?,” Feb. 28. 


LET'S WIN THE WAR 
IN °44 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


denied at | 


the ground that, while the Chicago | 


IATSE but, according to Kos- | 
the | 
was controlled | 
by the two former convicted heads of | 


|IATSE. Browne and Willie Bioff, his | 


now | 
House of de-| 
tention awaiting a hearing on their | 
U. S. Circuit Court of 
They | 


Revenooers Admit 


WB’s Solos in Feb., March 
But Back to 2 in April 


| Dropping from two _ releases a 
month since the beginning of this 
| season (1943-44) to only one for 
'February, Warner Bros. will also 
have a singleton for March but re- 
turns to its former releasing-selling 
schedule of two for April. 
“Passage to Marseille” 
lone entry for March, while in April 


Harvest Moon” and 
Glory.” The singleton for this month 
is “In Our Time.” 


Unions Demand $66.50 
Daily, $60,000 Insurance 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


over wages and “protection” for 
| workers on location for pictures 
filmed outside the harbor submarine 
nets along the Pacific Coast. IATSE 
locals declare the work is hazardous 
and demand a minimum of $66.50 
per day for all workers, plus $40,000 
life and $20,000 accident insurance. 
Minimum wage demand includes 
cameramen, sound technicians, 
grips, electricians and all other 
union workmen. 

Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
is trying to straighten out the prob- 
lem here, before it comes up 
final consideration at the national 
IA meeting in New York, March 6. 


Detroit C. of C. Moves 
To Make Pix “Essential” 


Detroit, Feb. 1. 


icircuits here, the Detroit Chamber 
l!of Commerce will make a drive on 
| the War Manpower Commission to 
| have the film industry established on 
an essential basis. 

Pix circuits have been hard hit in 


this war-boom city not only by in- 
ductions into the armed forces but 
through having its employees de- 


parting for the better-paying jobs in 
the war plants and other factories. 
| The chief factors in the arguments of 
ithe big circuits here are that they 
| cannot compete with the wages paid 
{by the big arsenals, and that the 
industry had played a vital part on 
the home front not only as a morale 
| booster but in being key figures in 
| bond and other wartime drives. 

The move to get 
a preferred 


its emplovees on 
basis is being made 
backing will give greater strength to 
the appeal to the Government. 


“LWain”to ‘Beil’ 


| 75¢-$1.65 Extended Run 
Suecess of 


followed through on “Song of Berna- 
dette,” is reported 


a similar run for 
| Mark Twain” at 
| N. Y. early in May. 

Previously, WB had figured on a 
roadshow, twice-daily 
for “Twain” in N. Y., with 
| runs in other selected keys. 

“Bell Tolls,” originally on a two- 
a-day basis at $2.20 top at the Rivoli 
but, later shifting to a 
run at the 75-$1.65 scale. averaged 
more in gross under the latter poli- 


“Adventures of 
the Hollywood, 


continuous 


cy than the former. 

| Charlie Einfeld will come east 
| later on to discuss an elaborate 


and 
| “Twain.” 


| 


exploitation for 


campaign 


Hal Danson’s Coast Spot 

Hal Danson, assistant advertising 
manager.for Paramount at the home- 
office, leaves for the Coast shortly 
to take over the production of trail- 


ers and other duties at the Par 
Studio, 

| Lou Harris, who now handles 


| trailers, 


will in future devote all his 


| reel “Musical Parade” series. Plus 
| trailers, Danson will also develop ad 
| ideas on features while they are in 
| production. 

Jonas Arnold, pressbook editor at 


the Par h.o., will succeed Danson in | 


the east. 


On Higher Wages for 


will be the | 


the plan is to send out “Shine On, | 
“Uncertain | 


For Workers in Sea Pix 


Studios and unions are in a clinch} 


for | 


At the urging of the chief theatre | 


through the C. of C., since the civic | 


the 75c-$1.65 continu-| 
ous-run policy established at the 
Rivoli, N. Y. by “Bell Tolls” and | 


influencing War-| 
ner Bros. in giving consideration to 


engagement | 
Similar | 


; time to production of the Par two- | 


They're Stumped 
New Stars 


Washington, Feb, 1. 
Internal Revenue officials admit 
that after more than a year and a 
half of operation of salary stabiliza- 
tion they still have not figured out 
a formula which can be generally 
used for the benefit of new talent in 
show biz that has moved up to star- 
dom within that time. Situation re. 
mains one in which each individual 
case has to be appealed to the Reve- 
|nue Bureau by picture studios. ete. 
Latest case was that last Wednes- 
day (27) in which a hearing was 
held here for the benefit of RKO 
which is trying to work out a better 
| deal for Fibber McGee & Molly. Los 
Angeles man for the Revenue Bu- 
reau Salary Stabilization Unit had 
previously turned thumbs down on 
the proposition, so it was brought to 
D. C. on appeal. No ruling has been 
/made yet. 
| <A. D. Burford, chief of the Salary 
Stabilization Unit, and other Reve- 
‘nue spokesmen admit that, up to 
; now, nobody has come forward with 
a workable scheme which will fit 
even most cases of entertainment 
talent now moving up into the star 
class. 


WB Gets Delay in SAG 
Demurrer to 5006 Suit 
Over “H’ wood Canteen” 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Superior Court granted Warners 
two weeks to prepare legal argu- 
ments against the Screen Actors 
Guild's demurrer to the studio's 
| $500,000 suit over the production of 
“Hollywood Canteen.” 

Delay was permitted over the ob- 
jection of the Guild’s attorneys, who 
contended “the real issue is not 
whether Warners can make ‘Holly- 
wood Canteen’ but whether the 
Guild has the right to enforce rules 
the conduct of its own 


| governing 
members.” 


‘LUBITSCH RESUMES AT 
20TH UNDER NEW PACT 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Ernst Lubitsch, recovered from a 
long illness, is back on the 20th-Fox 
lot under a new contract calling for 
the production of three pictures. 
First of the trio is “Dragonwyck, 
based on the novel by Anya Seaton, 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Barbara Salisbury inked player 
ticket at 20th-Fox, 
William Henry drew actor pact at 
Republic. 


Carrol Naish signéd 
two pictures a year for Edward 
Small. 

Barbara Bentley's writer option 


| lifted by Metro, 
| Virginia de Luce, model, signed by 
20th-Fox. 
Michael St. 
lified by RKO. 
| Charles LeMaire, 
newed by 20th-Fox. 
| Louis Jean Heydt drew player pact 
at Metro. 
Betty Walker, former 
model, signed by Paramount. 
Laraine Day’s Metro contract to be 
| shared by RKO for eight pictures in 
four years. 
| Charles Lamont's 
| lifted by Universal. 
| Phillip Dorn renewed by Metro. 


Angel's actor option 


designer, Yre- 


Powers 


director 


opt ion 


Michael O’Shea’s pact with Hunt 
Stromberg to be split with 20th- 
Fox. 


| William Phillips drew new player 
ticket at Metro. 
| Bert Moorhouse, Sheery Hall, 
Sammy Blum, Frank Mayo, Wheaten 
Chambers, Larry Wheat, Jason 
Robards, Alan Ward and Chester 
Carlisle signed as stock players by 
| RKO. 
| Roddy 
| 20th--Fox. 
Frances Langford signed to make 
two pictures annually for RKO. 
Doris Dowling drew player ticket 
at Paramount. 
Jacques Tourneut’s director option 
| lifted by RKO. 
Barbara Jo Allen (Vera Vague) 
| inked two-picture pact at RKO. 
| Lena Horne’s new contract at 
; Metro. 
Janet Martin's player option lifted 
| by Republic. 


McDowall renewed by 
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WANT DECREE FOR DECADE 


—+ 


Arbitration Provisions May Spur 
Post-War Theatre Bldg.; Dangers 


Arbitration provisions under a¢ 
new decree to permit designation of 
runs, as agreed upon in proposals 
made by the distributors, may be 
an additional incentive in post-war 
building of new houses and rebuild- 
ing of old ones according to trade 
sources. This may also bring into 
the industry a flock of outsiders who 
see chances of invading present 
strongholds with more or less safety. 

In weighing future possibilities, 
when it will be possible to obtain 
materials for building and_ suf- 
ficient financing, these observers 
also point to the danger of wide- 
spread overseating in many areas. 
Noted at the same time that there 
are now too many theatres in cer- 
tain situations throughout the coun- 
try and that if a post-war depression 
comes those that are in operation at 
the end of the war may have trou- 
ble making ends meet. 

Contended that the right to go to 
arbitration for a prior run, based 
upen the size of a theatre and its 
ability to pay for film, may throw 
into jeopardy certain circuit houses 


In Mufti, Or? 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Moot point among Academy 
officials is whether guests at the 
annual Oscar dinner, to be held 
at the Chinese theatre, should 
wear black ties and starched 
shirts or business suits. =. 

Pointed out by those favoring 
dress raiment that the Coast 
emergency is now a thing of the 
past and that the Chinese will be 
lit up like a Christmas tree. 


Selznick's All-Star 


Hollywood, Feb, 1. 
Most ambitious of all episode pic- 
tures, “Tales of Passion and Ro- 
mance,” with an all-star cast and 
running time of more than «three 


which enjoy early availability andj hours, is slated for early autumn) 
clearance through buying power. In} production by David O. Selznick. 
addition to regular circuits this) Scripts for the various tales have 
might have a telling effect on book-]} peen in secret preparation for two 
ing combines. vears. 

The question of whether blanket |" One sequence of the anthology 
circuit or booking combo deals) wij} pe made in England with | 
would be broken down would de-| yiyvien Leigh starring and probably 
pend, of course, on the success of|/ sir Alexander Korda as director. 
arbitration proceedings under which | Cast for Hollywood production in- 
one theatre would try to move} cludes Ingrid Bergman, Joan Fon- | 
ahead of another on availability. | taine, Shirley Temple, Jennifer 
While pointed out that the Big Five | Jones Dorothy MeGuire, Joseph 
distributors signatory to the decree, Cotten. Gregory Peck and Alan Mar- 
are willing to agree to arbitration shall. all under contract to Selznick. 
on designation of run, there is such Alfred Hitchcock and William 
a thing as choosing a customer and | nicterie, also Selznick contractees, 


that a distrib cannot sell its pictures 
there 


will be among the numerous direc- 


to all houses; also, Red always | tors, each handling one sequence 
the question of agreeing Upon) pinning from two to five reels. Pic- 


regardless of run. 
however, distributors 
it’s a chain 


terms, 
Unofiicially, 
point out that whether 


ture will be released through United 
Artists. 


house or an independent, it’s their 

interest and that of their company TABU ON NEW THEATRE 

to get the most for the product 

wherever it comes from. There are 0 HOLE 

plenty of cases on the booksgright BLDG. HAS LO P 

now, also, where certain indepen- Washington, Feb. 1. 

~sotell enjoy priority over chain Recent announcements by WPB 
chairman Donald M. Nelson, that 

there will be no relaxation on build- 


ing restrictions in 1944 have unnec- 
essarily alarmed showmen seeking to 
build theatres in crowded war work 


“UNCLE TOM” WILL BE 
COLOR SPECIAL AT M-G coves. 


Hollywood. Feb. 1. on’s 
Technicolor produc- 
Tom's Cabin” is on 


betwe een | Nel- 
stand and thc st 
by George W. Mc Mt Vv, “chief ‘of 
the WPB recreation and amusement 


High-budget 
tion of “Uncle 


the slate at Metro with an all-star cection: and his theatre chief, John 
cast. and Arthur Hornblow assigned) fperson. that WPB stands ready to 
to wield the producer's whip. Cast okay construction of about 200 more 
thus far are Lena Horne as Eliza houses where-they are needed. 
crossing the ice, Lewis Stone as St. Both McMurphey and Eberson are 
Clair, and Margaret O'Brien as Little standing on their invitation to show- 
Me men to come ahead and seek priori- 
script researchers on the lot report ties for the new theatres. In fact. 


that the Harriet Beecher Stowe 
novel, first published as a mag serial 
In the 1850s, made its stage debut 
before the Civil War as “The Chris- 
tian Slave.” 


the policy set up by the branch of go- 
ing out to see where it can help show 
biz, and inviting requests for aid, is 
now being adopted generally through 
the entire Office of Civilian Require- 


ments of WPB. 
“We are now preparing a general 
Old-Time Religion Gets statement to go to all local offices of 
WPB explaining the situation on _the 
they are needed, err Mc Murphey. 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. “Meantime, people can write direct- 
Old-time religious tome, “In His ly to me, or can contact their local 
Steps.” written by Rev. Charles M. WPB offices and get help. While we 
Sheldon in 1896, will be filmed by will not help any building where itis 
Monogram as one of this season's’ not necessary, we stand re idy to ap- 
high budgeters, prove plans and priorities for ma- |! 
Book has been translated into 21 terials where such theatres are 
languages and printed by 56 publish- needed for war workers.” 


ers in this country and abroad. 


Wage Board Hearing On 
10% Boost for Local 802. 


A hearing is scheduled to be held 
Feb. 9 before the Wage Stabiliza- 
tion Board in N. Y, on demands of 
the musicians union for an increase 
for members working in picture and 
Other stageshow theatres in N. Y. 
Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, is seeking a 10°: 
increase, 

Any settlement reached will be 
retroactive to last Sept. 1, when the 
old one-year contract expired. 


$70.01 Wkly. Dec. Average 


Hallywood, Feb. 1. 
Average weekly wage for studio 
workers during December 
slightly off from “the previous month. 
Average check was $70.01 against) 
| $70.57 in November, but $10.09 over 
December of a year ago. 


L. B. Due East Soon 


Louis B. Mayer is expected in New 
York in about two weeks. 

Howard Dietz, Metro v.p. in charge | 
ot advertising and publicity, 
slated to return to New York soon, 


Episodic Special 


was 


is also | 


DEFINE 
ELIGIBLE INDIES 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
Exhibitors meeting in Chicago this 
week to discuss the latest consent de- 


| cree proposals made by the Big Five 


will find several sweeping changes 
under the decree draft dated Jan. 
20 which was submitted to the De- 
partment of Justice following rejec- 
tion of the Jan. 7 draft by U. S. As- 
sistant Attorney General ‘Lom UC. 
Clark, 

Consent companies are asking that 
the new decree pact should be for 
a specific term of 10 years. Another 
| proposal is that independent theatre 
owners, to be classified as such 
, under the decree, should not have 
| any stock or any other interest in 
any circuit which would give them 
| an interest in a total of more than 
| six theatres. Also provided that 
| indies cannot be affiliated with any 

booking combine. 

Under the latest decree proposals 


companies, 
contained in their Jan. 7 draft, 
| propose that application for theatre 
acquisition or construction is to be 
| filed with the Department of Justice 
and that if no objection is made by 
the Department within a period of 
| 20 days then the chains may file ap- 
plication with the district courts. 
| Provisos 
| Another amendment to the Jan. 7 
| cellation privileges discussed, rang- 
ing from 5 to 20%, shall not apply to 
pictures in release, or to be released 
until six months after the courts 
have approved the new decree. 

No provision is made, in the Jan. 
20 decree draft, for the establishment 
of regional arbitration 
| boards, as requested by independent 
exhibitors and their representatives. 

There is no provision in the Jan. 
20 decree draft concerning franchises 
in effect on July 1, 1940. Exhibitors 
and the Department of Justice had 
| reportedly asked for elimination 
| such franchises. 

Circuits, under the last decree for- 
mula, 
six or more theatres. 


voluntarily 
(Continued on page 19) 


NEW STUDIO PACTS TO 


BE DISCUSSED MARCH 6 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Negotiations for new _ contracts 
covering 20,000 studio workers will 
be discussed at the IATSE conven- 
tion in Newark March 6, coinciding 
with local session of producers with 


IATSE locals. 

Herb Sorrell, head of Conference 
of Studio Unions, leads a delegation 
of 20 union officials east late this 
month, 


Come In Faster Than 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
New members admitted to the 
Screen Actors Guild outnumbered 
vithdrawals for the first time in sev- 
eral months, with 137 coming in and 
only 50 going out. 


Of the newcomers, 23 were Class 
A. 101 Class A Junior, 18 Class B, 33 
Class B special and 12 Class B Minor 


Carneal To 
Aid Mealand at Par 


Georgette Carneal, feature editor 
for Esquire for about a year, has 
| been appointed assistant 
story 
Richard Mealand. Appointment be- 
comes effective Feb. 14. 

She succeeds Helen 


agency Feb. 26. 


LET’S WIN THE WAR 
IN °44 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


‘Wm. Kaimann Shoots Self F atally 
After Seriously Wounding Brother 


St. Louis, Feb. 1. 


Man Bites Dog 


An elaborate plaque and testi- 
monial to Spyros Skouras has 
been sent to his N. Y. office by 
principal exhibitors in the Cen- 
tral American group. . Signers 
include exhibs from Cuba, Pan- 
ama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Aruba, 
Salvador and Ecuador. 

Testimonial was gotten up in 
appreciation of Skouras’ head- 
ing the company that is giving 
these exhibs such strong product. 
It’s the first known time this has 
been done. 


“Bernadette” 707, 


submitted to the D. of J. the decree | 
amending the proposals | 
also | 


draft is a proposal that the film can- | 


appeal | 


are still defined as a group of 


Trade showings are carried over | 
in the latest decree dratt | 


They Go Out in SAG 


eastern | 
editor for Paramount under , 
| as a result. 


Strauss who | 
resigned to join the William Morris | 


“Song of Bernadette,” which 


|opened at the Rivoli, N. Y., last week | 


at a scale ranging from 75c to $1.65 
on continuous run, will be merchan- 
dised singly at advanced admissions. 
According to plans, 20th-Fox will 
|sell the film at 70% of the gross, 
| but with accounts guaranteed a 
profit of 1212°% on any engagement 
The minimum boxoffice 
prices to prevail will be 75c mati- 
jnees and $1.10 evenings. 

This is the same policy which 
Paramount set up for “Bell Tolls,” 
; Which will not be sent on 
release until 1945. The previous 
highest rental terms ever was on 
| Metro’s 
| 70%, but with 
| profit at 10% 

20th-Fox has eliminated the pass 
list for the Riv run of “Bernadette,” 
same as Par did at the start on 
Tolls.” 


the guarantee 


of | 


INDIE EXHIB GROUPS 
IN CHI DECREE HUDDLE. 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Delegates of independent theatre | 
groups from coast to coast opened a 
two-day 


| the final draft of suggested changes 


in the consent degree. Although 
presided over by Abram F. Myers, 
Stavés~ generar” Cotinsel,” at- 


tendance includes many unaffiliated 
groups. 

Following meeting today (Tues.) 
it is expected that more changes 
will be forwarded to Tom C. Clark, 
assistant U. S. attorney general. 

Among those in attendance 
are 
Harvey, San Francisco; Robert H. 
Poole, Los Angeles; William L. Ains- 
| worth, Fond Du Lac, 
Martin G. Smith, Toledo, Ohio; Jack | 
Kirsch, Chicago; Jesse Stern and} 
Julius Charnow, 
H. A. Cole, Dallas; 
lumbus, Ohio; Nate Yamins 
Arthur 
Samuels 
Rosenberg, 
Indi ipolis; 
apolis: A. C. 
Mansfield. 
Allied will hold board of directors 
meeting and other confabs tomorrow 
(Wed.) and Thur 
Bound by promises n 
| C. Clark, assistant attorney general 
; of the Department of Justice, details 
| of distributors’ final draft 
' changes in the consent decree or 


on, Philadelphia; 
Pittsburgh; Roy 
Don Guttman, 
Myrick and 


Harold, 
Minne- 
Wesley 


day. 


to Tom 


ade 


discussions regarding various provi- | 
| sions would not be divulged at ex- | 


hibitor leaders’ meeting here yester- 
day Monday (31) and today Antici- 
pated fireworks failed to materialize 


Restrained from expressing them- 
selves publicly by agreement, exhib 
organization heads in session here 
kept mum on the subject but the 
atmosphere plainly indicated dis- 
tributor proposals were coWlly re- 
ceived and far from satisfattory. 
Any statement on reactions at meet- 
ing here will come from Clark, 

Abram F. Myers, general counsel for | 
| Allied States Assn. stated. 


12147, Guaranteed 


general | 


“Gone With Wind,” also at | 
on | 


|; Anna C. Ballman. 
“Bell | 


session at the Blackstone, 
hotel yesterday to inspect and dissect | 


today | 
Leo Wolcott, Eldora, Iowa; Rotus | 


Wisconsin; | 


New York; Colonel | 
Pete Wood, Co-| 
and | 
K. Howard, Boston; Sidney | 
M. 


for | 


William J. Kaimann, 52, who with 
two brothers owns the Kaimann cir- 
cuit of eight indie nabes here, and 
also operates several other houses 
under lease, shot and critically ine 
jured Clarence Kaimann, his brother, 
and later died of a self-inflicted gun- 
shot wound suffered while seated in 
his automobile in a North St. Louis 
park. The first shooting occurred in 
the office of the O'Fallon Wednesday 
(26) when Clarence Kaimann told 
cops that William entered the office, 
seated himself on a desk and de- 
clared, “You've cheated me again.” 
Clarence said he asked his brother 
how he had been cheated, wheree 


upon William called him a vile name 
and said “Ill kill you.” 
“He then pulled an automatic 


sistol,” Clarence said, “and shot me 
in the left arm. After I tried to take 
the gun away from him I pushed 
him and he dropped the weapon. 
Then I fel! on top of him and got 
th: gun away. He got up and pulled 
another gun and again shot me, I 
think twice more. I tried to run and 
|he pulled the trigser twice, but the 
gun did not fire. I ran upstairs and 
Joseph Pelley, an usher. ran to me. 
My brother went out of the main 
entrance of the theatre.” 

Later a watchman found William 
unconscious in the automobile with 
a gunshot wound in the right side 
of his head. He never regained cone 
| Sciousness, and died in City Hospital 

18 hours after the shooting. Clar- 


| ence is in a critical condition at City 


Hospital. He told police his brother 
had threatened his life on numerous 
occasions, but had seemed to be in 
good spirits following the stockhold- 
ers’ meeting, which was attended by 
himself, William and a third brother, 
Francis Kaimann, and a sister, Mrs, 
William Kaimann 
refused to vote on a certain motion, 
but Clarence did not say whether 
a vote was taken without him. 
Clarence is president of the coms 
pany, and William was vice-presie 
dent. The brothers were both reput- 
ed to be ‘wealthy and their chain of 
flicker houses extremety well pat- 
ronized, They pooled their booking 
arrangements with Fred Wehren- 
berg, prex of MPTOA of Eastern 
Missouri and Southern Illinois, and 
an indie chain owner himself, into 
the Greater Independent Circuit. 
Clarence Kaimann was a chief 
witness in the U. S. District Court 


it T940 in the extortion ‘case against 


John P. Nick and Clyde Weston, who 
are serving sentence for violating 
the federal anti-racketeering act. 
Clarence Kaimann testified at the 
trial of Nick and Weston as to pay- 
| offs made by theatre operators to 
forestall or reduce wage demands 
madé by the IATSE, Local No. 143, 
which was then controlled by Nick. 
He said he was a member of the 
| Exhibitors’ Wage Committee and 


visited Nick’s headquarters where he 

saw guns and a tear gas gun and 
persons he knew to be former con- 
victs and that the presence of these 
men and weapons “had its effects on 
me and other members of the com- 
mittee.” 


Bell Quits Coast Owl 
| To Head Free World Group 


Los Ang Feb. 1. 
Ulric Bell, chief of the <a A. overe 
seas bureau of the Office of War Ine 


{ to become direce 
tor of the Hollywood division of Free 
| World organization, a non-political 
home front group headed by Mrs, J. 
Borden Harriman in New York. 

William S. Cunningham, Bell's depe 
uty in the local OWI office for a year, 
moves up as acting chief. 


Busch at RKO As Prod. 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Niven Busch checks in as a proe 
ducer at RKO next month. 

A former aide to and story editor 
for Samuel Goldwyn, he also cone 
tinues as scenarist under his new 
contract and reports after he com- 
‘pletes a novel he is now writing. 


formation, resignec 
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PICTURE GROSSES 11 


“Gang’s Here” 216, “Sea Bees” Ditto 2d 


Chicago, Feb. 1. ¢ 


Business continues healthy despite 
string of holdovers’ currently. 
“Madame Curie” is a big grosser at 
the State-Lake with ,000 looked 
for on second week. “Where Are 
Your Children?” and “Unknown 
Guest” is proving a strong combina- 
tion at the Garrick now being in 
fourth stanza. “Fighting SeaBees” is 
standout at staunch $21,000 on second 
session at the Woods. “This Is the 
Army” was brought back to the Loop 
and is doing moderately well at the 


Apollo. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“army” (WB). Moderate $9,000. 
Last week, “Man Down Under” 


(M-G) 5 days, and “Army” (WB) 2 
days. about same. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)— 
“Johnny Come Lately” (UA) plus 
Gertrude Niesen and Griff Williams 
orch on stage (2d wk). Fine $47,000. 
Last week, great $53,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Unknown Guest” (Mono) (4th wk). 
Brisk $12,000. Last week, brilliant 


$15,000. 

Gran (RKO) (1,150; 40-85)— 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Sing 
Jingle’ (U) (third week in Loop). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, “Lady Takes 
Chance” (RKO) (4th week in Loop) 
and “Squadron Leader” (RKO) (2d 
wk), so-so $6,500. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69)— 
“Swing Blues” (Col) and Bill Robin- 
son heading stage show. Stout $26,- 
000. Last week, “Casanova in Bur- 
lesque” (Col) and “Latin Quarter” 
revue on stage, excellent $27,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-85)-—~ 
“Butler's Sister” (U) and “Ghost 
Ship” (RKO). Slick $23,000. Last 
week, “North Star” (RKO) and “Sing 
Jingle” (U) (2d wk), offish $16,000. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (2d wk). 


Strong $22,000. Last week, big 
$25.000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Great $38,000. Last week, socko 
$42.000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
85)—"Gang’s All Here” (20th). 
Nifty $21.000. Last week, “Princess 
O'Rourke” (WB) (6th wk), 5 days 
and “Gang'’s Here” 2 days, trim 
$138.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Staunch $21,000. Last week, bangup 
25,000. 


“Children” Torrid 196 
In Mild Buff.; “Havoc” 
Only Fair at $16,000 


Buffalo, Feb, 

Picture theatres are quieter this 

week, with product partially blamed. 

“Cry Havoc” is a disappointment at 

the Buffalo. “Where Are Your Chil- 

dren” is standout with terrific $19,000 
at the Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)—“Cry 
Havoc” (M-G) and “Murder Times 
Square” (Col). Looks probable fair 
$16,000. or near. Last week, “Jack 
London” (UA) and Glen Gray orch 
on stage, robust $24,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-65) | 
—“Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $13,000. Last week, strong 
20.000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100:  35-65)— 
“Frisco Kid” (WB) and “Here 
Comes Elmer” (WB) (reissues). Mod- 


est $10,000. Last week. “Riding High” | 
(Par) and “Minesweeper” (Par) (2d | 
wk). satisfactory $8,300. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.300: 35-65)— | 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and | 
“Spotlight Scandals” (Mono). Ter- | 
rific $19,000 or near. Last week, | 
‘Flesh and Fantasy” (U) (2d wk) and 
“Larceny Music” (Col), so-so at} 
$8.000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3.000: 35-65)— 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) | 
and “Adventures Rookie” (RKO). | 
Sturdy $14.000. Last week, “Govern- | 
ment Girl” (RKO) and “Seventh 
Victim” (RKO) (2d wk), surprisingly | 
stout at $11,000. 


“Tokyo” Heads B’klyn 
With Terrif $33,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 1. 
_Smash leader this week is “Des- 
tination Tokyo” at Fabian’s Fox. 
Cry Havoc,” at Loew's Metropoli- 
tan, is second but way off pace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 35-75)—"Gov- 
ernment Girl” (RKO) and “Spider 
Woman” (U). Fair $18,000. Last 
week, “Gang’s Here’ (20th) and 
Ghost Ship” (RKO), ditto. 
Fex (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75)—“Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB) and “Girl 
onterey” (PRC). Socko $33,000. 


Last week, “Riding High” (Par) and 
Good Fellows” (Par), satisfactory 
$18,000. 

_.Metropolitan (Loew's) (3,618; 35- 
'—"Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Swing 


' Will Osborne orch on stage. 


Sever” (M-G). Dandy $25,000. Last 


week, “Dood It” (M-G) and “Racket 
Man” (Col), nice $18,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,020: 35-75) 
—“What a Woman” (Col) and “Swing 
Blues” (Col) (2d wk). Nifty $18,000. 
Last week, stout $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,952: 35-75-$1.10)— 
“Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d wk). Dandy 
$27,000. Last week, big $32,000. Holds 
over. 


“Riding ’-Vaude 
High 246, Wash. 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

“Riding High” with vaudeville at 
Capitol is top grosser currently. Crix 
were kind to “Fighting Sea Bees” at 
the Earle, and it looks hefty as does 
“Butler’s Sister’ at Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 30-66)— 
“Riding High” (Par) with vaude. 
Sturdy $24,000. Last week, “Corvette 
K-225” (U) with vaude, nice $22,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 30-66)— 
“Gang’s Here” (20th). Swell $7,500. 
Last week, “Lost Angel” (M-G), 
grand $8,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,240; 30-90)—“Fight- 
ing Sea Bees” (Rep) with vaude. 
Nice notices helping to fine $21,500. 
Last week, “What a Woman” (Col) 
(2d wk), $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800: 40-65)— 
“Butler's Sister’ (U). Boffo $18,000 
and holdover. Last week, “Flesh 
Fantasy” (2d wk), fine $11,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 30-55)— 
“Tarzan’s Desert Adventure” (RKO). 
First-class $7,500. Last week, “Desti- 
nation Tokyo,” big $7,600 on move- 


over. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 30-66)— 

“Madame Curie” (M-G) (3d wk). 

Brisk pace at $17,000 after $20,000 


last. session. 


Omaha Off; “Down Under” 
Plus Olsen Fair $14,000 


Omaha, Feb. 1. 

Trade is far from strong currently. 
Standout picture is “No Time For 
Love” at Paramount. George Olsen 
is a bit disappointing at Orpheum 
but “Down Under,” the film is rated 
no help. Holdovers and reissues fur- 
ther slowing pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (3.000; 11- 
65)—“No Time Love” (Par). Nice 
$10.000 or a bit over. Last week, 
“Phantom Opera” (U), solid $10,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: 20-65) 
Down Under” (M-G) and 
George Olsen orch on stage. Fair 
$14.000. Olsen a favorite here but 
film not helping. Last week. ‘“Foot- 
light Glamour” (Col) and Al Dexter 
orch, stout $16.800. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 11- 
55) — “Old Acquaintance” (WB). 
Held over with “Chance Lifetime” 
(Col) for second week. Good $7,000. 
First week, smash $8,800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 11-55)— 
“In Old Chicago” (20th) and “Banjo 


on Knee” (20th) (reissues). Okay 
$6.700, satisfactory on reissues. Last 
week. “Thousands Cheer” (M-G) 


second week of moveover and “Two 
Weeks to Live” (RKO) first run, a 
fine $8.700 in face of one night out 
for roadshow. 


‘ ” 
‘Drums”-Osborne Fast 
$22,000 in Big Newark 
Newark, Feb. 1. 
“Bell Tolls” appears set for four 
solid stanzas at Paramount with 
emash second week after all-time 
house mark opening session. “Girl 
Crazy” looks strongest of new pic- 
tures at the State with sock stanza 
in prospect. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1.950: 35-99) 
—‘Drums Fu Manchu” (Rep) plus 
Solid 


$22,000 Last week, 
Footsteps” and Jimmy Dorsey orch, 
record $26.400, and way over fore- 
cast. Big tilt in biz last two boosted 
ante. 

Branford (WB) (2.800: 20-90)— 
“Sahara” (Col) and “Swing Blues” 
(U). Healthy $18,000. Last week, 
“Phantom Opera” (U) and “Hi, 
Sailor” (U). okay $17,800. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.000: 
55-$1.25) — “Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d 
wk). Strong $24.000. Last week, 


sizzling $30.000, to break all-time 
house record by wide margin. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-$1.10) 
—"North Star” (RKO>) and “Sultan’s 
Daughter” (Mono) (2d wk). Dandy 
$19,000, Last week, bangup $25,000. 
State ‘(Loew’s) (2,600; 30-85)— 
“Girl Crazy” (M-G) and “Jeannie” | 
(M-G). Great $19.500. Last week, 
“What a Woman” (Col) and “Dough- 
boys Ireland” (Col) (2d wk), slipped 
more than expected on holdover but 


“Whispering | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Feb. 3 
Aster — “Lifeboat” (20th) (4th 
week ), 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 19) 
Capitol—“A Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 29) 
Criterion—“Gung Ho” (U) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 
Glebe—“Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?” (Mono) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 1) 
Holly wood—“The Desert Song” 
(WB) (8th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 15) 
Music Hall—‘ Jane Eyre” (20th). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Palace—“Three Russian Girls” 
(UA) (4). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Paramount—“The Miracle of 
Morgan Creek” (Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Rialto—*Return of the Vam- 
pire” (Col) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Rivoli—“Song of Bernadette” 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 
Roxy — “The Lodger” (20th) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Strand — “Destination Tokyo” 
(WB) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 


“Ali Baba” 
14G, Indpls. Ace 


Indianapolis, Feb. 1. 

Current week is strong despite the 
Jan. 31 deadline for state gross in- 
come tax, which hits practically ev- 
erybody. “Ali Baba and the Forty 
Tifieves” is the hottest thing in town 
at the Indiana. “True to Life” also 
is okay at the Circle, and “Madame 
Curie” is holding up well in a sec- 
ond week at Loew's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 30-50)— 
“True to Life” (Par) and “Tornado” 
(Par). Oke $10,500. Last week, “Ald- 
rich Haunts House” (Par) and 
Harry Howard's “Pin Up Girls” unit 
(40-65), dandy $15,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 30-50) 
—“Ali Baba” (U) and “She's for Me” 
(U). Hefty $14,000, best since holi- 
days. Last week. “North Star” 
(RKO). playing single, fine $12,200. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200: 30-55)— 
“County Fair” (Rep) and vaude. Nice 
$5,500 in 4-day run. Last week, “Doc- 
tor’s Don’t Tell” (Indie) and vaude, 
Same run, fair $4,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $9,000 after swell $15,000 
opening session. 

Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Average $4.,- 
500 on moveover after neat $6,000 for 
“Hostages” (Par) and “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama” (Rep), first-run last week. 


(2.450; 30-50)— 


The good to sensational business 
being done by new shows combines 
with an amazing gait maintained by 
holdovers to place Broadway in ex- 
ceptionally high gear currently. A 
week's holiday for all school kids as 
a coal conservation measure is help- 
ing tremendously. 

Major new first runs are “Song of 
Bernadette” at the Rivoli, where 
scaled at 75-$1.65, and “Gung Ho,” 
Criterion incumbent. Former went 
to nearly $65,000, terrific, on the 
first week ended last night (Tues- 
day) and is drawing youth despite the 
high prices. “Gung Ho,” which fin- 
ished its first week at the Crit Mon- 
day night (Tuesday) took the house 
to a new all-time high of $45,000. 
nothing short of colossal for this me- 
dium-seater for a non-holiday week, 
same being true of the straight-film 
Rivoli. 

Though geting poor notices, “Swing 
Fever,” on first run at the State, is 
pulling stoutly and should hit near 
to $35,000. In person with the Kay 
Kyser picture are Howard and Shel- 
ton, Harriet Hoctor, and Louis Jor- 
dan’s Tympany Five. “Return of the 
Vampire” put in at the bandbox Ri- 
alto during past week and is doing 
strongly at nearly $13,000, and stays 
over. 

Among holdovers upsetting all pre- 
cedent for non-holiday weeks is the 
Paramount bill of “Miracle of Mor- 
gan’s Creek,” Johnny Long orch, Ha- 
zel Scott and others. Over the past 
weekend the house did more than on 
the opening frame, with result the 
second week ended last night (Tues- 
day) at $102,000, as against $100,000 
for initial seven days. 

Both the Capitol and Strand show 
no signs of letting up. Former, on 
sixth week with “Guy Named Joe” 
and, in person, Kathryn Grayson, 
Richard Himber orchestra, Lou Holtz 
and “Rags” Ragland, looks sock $68,- 
000, close to the $70,000 hit the prior 
round. Show goes a seventh stanza 
to become fifth picture in the Cap’s 
long history to remain at the house 
that long. No less lacking in speed is 
the Strand bill of “Destination 
Tokyo” and Charlie Barnet band, 
plus Ella Mae Morse, which this lap 
(5th) will come near a terrific $52,- 
0G, only $2,000 behind the previous 
week's take. 

“Lifeboat.” starting its fourth week 
today (Wednesday) at the Astor, is 
another that’s remarkably consistent 
on draw, the third week having end- 
ed at $28,000, close on the heels of 
the $30,000 scored the second. Though 
still snugly in the profit column. with 
“Curie” going to a strong $93,000 this 
week (7th), the Music Hall will not 
hold it further. House brings in 
“Jane Eyre” tomorrow (Thursday). 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (4th wk). Pulling 
heavily, with third week ending last 
night (Tuesday) at $28,000, right be- 
hind second’s $30,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 35-$1.10)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G), Kathryn 
Grayson, Richard Himber orch, Lou 


“Gung Ho!” Terrif 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Biz is sky-high everywhere this 
week with the best over-all session 
in several months coming” up. 
Tommy Dorsey band with “Aldrich 
Haunts a House” is the big noise at 
the Stanley and shooting the WB 
j deluxer into spectacular figures. At 
| Penn. “Madame Curie” is doing fine 
| but-house won't take 
| holding. “Gung Ho!” bulging the 
| Fulton doors for most spectacular 
| pix biz in town. “The Lodger” is 
proving a pleasant surprise at the 
| Harris. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 30-60)— 
“Gung Ho!” (U). 
sensationally. Management 


Sunday (30) to keep order in the 
ticket line. Shooting for spectacular 
$15.000 and will make a run of it? 
Last week, “Where Are Children?” 
(Mono) (2d wk), better than $7,000 
giving film about $18,000 on two 
weeks. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200: 30-60)— 
“Lodger” (20th). Well-liked shocker 
way above expectations here for fine 
$14.000. Holds through Friday. with 
“Ali Baba” (U) getting started Satur- 


LET’S WIN THE WAR 
IN 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


still forte at $12,500. 


“Lodger” Big 146, 


a chance on| 


This one’s doing | 
actually | 
had to call out a police riot squad | 


$15,000, 


“Curie” Lush 2316 


| day (5). Last week, “What a Woman” 
| (Col) (2d wk), nearly $10,000. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 30-60)— 

“Madame Curie” (M-G). Didn’t get 
crix raves here. Still doing swell, 
with at least $23.500 certain. How- 
ever, house won't hold it. Goes to 
Warner Thursday (3). Last week. 
“Government Gir!” (RKO), all right 
$15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-60) 
tion Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk) 
here after fortnight at Warner and 
| another week at Penn. Still holding 

up well at $3,000. 


—“Destina- | 
Moved | 


Last week, “Riding | 


| High” (Par) on moveover from Penn, ! 
mild $2.000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-60)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (3d wk). 


Brought here after two big weeks at 
Harris. Should wind up very little 


(20th) from Harris. Last week. “Re- 


Doctor’s Strangest Case” (Col), fine 
$3,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 30-75)— 
“Aldrich Haunts House” (Par) and 
Tommy Dorsey orch with Gene 
Krupa. Dorsey's the big noise, with 
| Krupa plenty of a draw, too. Five 
| shows daily, and six on Saturday, 
| should skyrecket gross to at least 
| $35,000 smash. May go higher. 
Last week, “Jack London’ (UA) and 
| Count Basie orch, solid $23,000. 

Warner (WB) = (2,000; 30-60)— 
| “Government Girl” (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Moved over from Penn and getting 
pleasant $6,000. Last week, “Desti- 


under $4,000. grand, and sticks for | 
three extra days to await “Lodger” | 


turn of Vampire” (Col) and “Crime | authorization of the plaintiff. 


nation Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk), about ! 


same. 


School Holiday Boosts B way; “Song” 
Torrid $65,000, “Gung Ho’ Giant 456, 
“New Record, “Fever’-Vaude Big 356 


Holtz and “Rags” Ragland (6th wk). 
Very steady and still in sock class at 
$68,000, while fifth week was $70.000. 
Holds a seventh. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 35-$1.25) 
—“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk). Went 
into a second week yesterday (Tues- 
day) after busting the all-time house 
record here on the first at smash 
$45,000. Final six days on fourth 
frame of “Butler's Sister” (U) was 
$20,000, stout. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.416; 35-85)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) (3a 
wk). Holding up smartly at $17,000, 
and will probably hold over: last 
week (2d) was $23,500, big. Ad cam- 
paign on this one has been particu- 
larly effective. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 44-$1.25) 
—"“Desert Song” (WB) (7th 
Remains in okay groove at $17,000 
or near this week, while sixth was 
$18,000. Goes another two weeks, 
with “Passage to Marseille” (WB) 
opening Feb. 16. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 35-$1.10)— 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) (2d-final 
wk). Short of expectations, but good 
profit at $22,000 or over on windup, 
while initial seven days hit close to 
$30,000. “Three Russian Girls” (UA) 
moves in Friday (4). 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-$1.10) 
—“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 
Johnny Long orch, Hazel Scott. 
others (3d wk). A wow of the first 
water, with the second week through 
last night (Tuesday) mounting to 
$102,000, beating teeoff seven days’ 
$100,000. In for five weeks. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-$1.65)— “Curie” «M- 
G) and stage show (7th-fina! wx). 
Will hit well above the belt at $93,- 
000 but won't be held further. Last 
week, sockeroo $108,000. “Jane Eyre” 
(20th), bought last fall, opens tomor- 
row morning (Thursday ). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)—“Re- 
turn of Vampire” (Col). Horror item 
hitting hard for big $13,000. and 
holds. Last week, second for “Spider 
Woman” (U), oke $8,000. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 75-$1.65 )— 
“Song of Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). 
Begins first holdover session today 
(Wednesday) after pushing through 
to nearly $65,000, smash, on initial 
seven days. Twentieth put on an 
elaborate and costly campaign, in- 
cluding eye-catching house front. 
Final four days on 14th week of 
grind run for “Bell Tolls” (Par) was 
$17,000, good. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 55-$1.10)—“The 
Lodger” (20th) and, on stage, Lower 
Basin St. airshow with Paul Lavalle 
and Milton Cross, plus Jack Durant, 
Hal LeRoy, and Maurice Rocco. All 
here from opening while for the 
third-final week starting today Laird 
Cregar supplants Helen Forrest who 
couldn't hold due to former bookings. 
Management was anxious to retain 
Miss Forrest but couldn’t arrange it. 
Gross for second week, ended last 
night (Tuesday), was strong $93.000, 
while first hit $105,000, terrific. Pre- 
view of “Sullivans” (20th) next in 
here, held last night but not identi- 
fied in ads. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
“Swing Fever” (M-G) (lst run) and, 
in person, Howard and Siselics, 
Harriet Hoctor and Louis Jordan's 
Tympany Five. Film here first-run 
and, despite poor notices, doing 
strongly at nearly $35,000. Last week. 
“Dood It” (M-G) (2d run) and Ear! 


Carroll's “Vanities” unit on stage, 
nice $32,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-$1.10)— 


“Destination Tokyo” (WB). Charlie 
Barnet orch and Ella Mae Morse (Sth 
wk). Holding up remarkably we!l, 
this week looking sock $52,000 as 
against $54.000 on fourth frame. 
Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 
“North Star” (RKO) (13th wk). Pace 
continues at a gingerly clip, this 
week (13th) being $15.000 or near. 
Last week, $15,500. Holds further. 


WB Sued for Screening 
N. Y. Garden in “Mission” 


Warner Bros. was named defend- 
ant in an accounting action filed by 
the Madison Square Garden Corp. 
over profitse involving the WB film 
“Mission to Moscow.” Suit alleges 
that two scenes incorporated in the 
film were used without consent or 
filed in N. Y. 


Action originally 


supreme court was transferred to 
federal court when WB attorneys 
obtained an order from Justice 


Denis O'Leary Cohalan. 

Corp. asserts jt derives consider- 
able revenue through the licensing 
of newsreels to take pictures of the 
interior of the Garden, but it pro- 
hibits them being used in feature 
films without proper consent* and 
payment for privilege. Scenes used 
were rallies sponsored by German- 
American Front on Feb. 20, 1939, and 
rally by American Soviet Friendship 
on Nov. 8, 1942. 
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*Winner of the N. Y. Critics Award for Best Actress of 1943 th. 


with 


| NANCY COLEMAN - MARY BOLAND VICTOR FRANCEN NAZIMOVA sekey WAID 


Original Screen Play by Ellis St. Joseph and Howard Koch * Music by Franz Woxmen 
Support the Fourth War Loan! 
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“Desert Song” Strong $56,000 in L.A. 


3 Spots: “SeaBees” Socko 466 in Two, 
“Land” 47Gin 4, “Sister” Big 3646, 2d 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Five new bills out of 13 attrac- 
tions playing in L. A. and Hollywood 
currently. Leader 1s “Fighting Sea- 
Bees;” which is shaping for sock $46,- 
000 at two Paramount houses. Given 
solo weekend showing at the L. A. 
Paramount, it clipped the previous 
single-bill record last Sunday (30). 
“Desert Song” is pushing up for 
strong $56,000 in three spots. “Happy 
Land” 
m: ated $47.000 in four Spots. 
“His Butler’s Sister,’ 
ond stanzas at Pantages and RKO) 
Hillstreet, is holding up to rousing 
$36.500, while “Higher and Higher’ 
appears headed for the same figure 
in three houses on initial session. 
“Sang of Bernadette” advanced-price 
run is holding up well in its sixth 
stanza with $19,000 in sight for tw 0 
theatres. “Ali Baba and 40 Thieves” 
leoks good for grand $22,000 in two 
moveover houses. 

Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 85- 
$1.65) —"Song of Bernadette” (20th) 
‘6th wk). 

week's nice $7,600. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 45- 


(WB) (4th wk), good $13,600. 

(1,535; 45-90)— 

(RKO) and “Klon- 
Fine $9,000. Last 


Egyptian (F-WC) 
“Higher Higher” 
dike Kate” (Col). 
week “Heat's On” 
body Happy” 
light $3,600. 


(Col) and “Every- 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 45-75)— 


“Ali Baba” (U) and “Sing Jingle” 


is next in line with an esti- 


playing sec-} 


Okay $6,500 seus last | 


(Col) (2d wk-6 days), 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week 
(Based on 25 cities, 186 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 

B. 22 

Total Gross Same Week 
Beet $2,607,300 

(Based on 25 cities, 186 theatres) 


FAT 126, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 

“The Gangs All Here” and 
|“Where Are Your Children?” look 
| standout here currently. Heavily 


| advertised, “Government Girl” also 
is up in the tall coin despite crix’ 
luke-warm response. “Sahara’”’ is the 
best holdover. 


90) — “Happy Land” (20th) and Estimates for This Week 
“Beautiful, but Broke” (Col). Aver- Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
age $12,000. Last week “Ali Baba”| “Chance Lifetime” (Col) and “My 
(U) and “Sing a Jingle” (U), nifty | Son, Hero” (PRC). Good $2,500 in 
$14,500. five days. “Black Raven” (PRC) and 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 45-90 )— “Follies Girl’ (PRC) open Wednes- 
“Desert Song” (WB). ‘Stout $21,000. | (2). Last week, “Falcon Co-Eds” 
Last week “Destination Tokyo” (RKO) and “Deerslayer” (Rep), 


good $2,700 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55)—“Girl 
Crazy” (M-G) (2d wk). Moved here 
from State. Still rolling along to get 
fine $6.500. Last week, “Thank Lucky 
Stars” (WB) (2d wk), okay $5,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—“Where 
Are Children?” (Mono). Justifying 
the extra big ad campaign put on, 
with very big $6,000, outstanding for 
this spot. 


Last week, “Tarzan’s Des- 
(U). Hefty $5,500. Last week “Jack 
Johnny” (U), so-so $3,300. hara” (Col) (2d wk). Here after ini- 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85)—‘“Re- | 
“Crime 
Big 


(Col) and 
Strangest Case” 


turn of Vampire” 
(Col). 


tial conto at Orpheum. Good $5,000. 
| Last week, “Thousands Cheer” (M-G) 
(4th wk), fine $6.000. 


$9,000. Last week “Seventh Victim”| Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)— 
‘RKO) and “Ghost Ship” (RKO) | “Government Girl” (RKO). Adver- 
(Sth wk), healthy $3,200. | tising splurge helping to counteract 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 45-90)— | crix reception. Big $13,000 in pros- 
“Desert Song” (WB). Sturdy $19,000. pect. Last week, “Sahara” (Col), big 
Last week “Destination Tokyo” , $12,000. 


CWB) (4th wk), 
Los Angeles 


okay $8,500. 
(D’town-WC) 


“Klondike Kate” (Col). 


(2,200: 
45-90)—“‘Higher Higher” (RKO) and 
Grand $20.-' 


State (P-S) (2,300: 40-55)—“Gang’s 
Here” (20th). Looks like hot $12,000. 
Last week, “Love Crazy” (M-G), big 
$14,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1.100; 30-40)—“Sa- 


000. Last week “Heat's On” (Col) lute Marines” (M-G). First neigh- 
and “Everybody Happy” (Col) (2d borhood s showing. Good $3,000. Last 
wk-6 days), good $12,000. |week, “Princess O'Rourke” (WB), 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 40-75)— | dandy $3,400. 
“Ali Baba” (U) and “Sing a Jingle’ |, World (Par-Singer) (350; 40-75)— 
Robust $16500. Last week | Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) (3d wk). 
“Madame Curie” (M-G), solid $17,-| Here after one week each at Or- 
500. pheum and Century. | Fair $2.000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)— Higher" (RKO) 
“Butler's Sister’ (U) (2d wk) 


“So's Your Uncle” 
500. Last 
(RKO) supporting, 


(U). 


great $26,500. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 45-90 

“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep)  and| 

“Casanova in Burlesque” (Rep). 

“Socko $32,000. Last week “No Time , 

Love” (Par) (3d wk) and “Hands “Gung Ho” and “Fighting SeaBees” 

$18,000. Wal pictures, together with 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1. | dette” take the limelight as top fresh attractions this 


451; 45-90) — “Fighting SeaBees”’! week. Other new ones, “None Shall 
«Rep) and “Casanova in Burlesque” | “Ali “wher 

i Babe (U), 
(Rep). Rugged $14,000. Last week 


“No Time for Love” 
neat $10,700. 


and “So's Your Uncle” (M-G), “Butler's Sister” (U), “Destination Tokyo” “Butler’s Sister” 
ing $19,000. Last week “Rookies in} (WB), “What a Woman” (Col), “No Time for Love” $18,000 in Wash.., 
Burma” (RKO), solid $29,600. (Par), and “Gang’s All Here” (20th). and smash_ $36,500 for 
Ritz (F-WC) (1,372;  45-90)— Although showing in only two keys covered by “Va- houses. “Woman” 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) and “Klon-| riety” this week, “Gung Ho” is sensational in both. lyn week and sock on Detroit m.o. 
‘(Col Good $7,500. Last | Universal-Walter Wanger opus about the Marines fight- 
ing the Japs soared to a new record of $45,000 at the in Chi. “Time Love” | 
days). scant $2900. It’s a spectacular at a Pitts- 
State (Loew's. WC) (9904. 4%.90)_| DUr&h small-seater, and in for an extended run. “Sea- rer week, Dig in Uincy, 
ful. but Broke” (Col). Sturdy $20.-| iN expected $28,000 in two small Boston theatres, one North Star 
500. Last week “Ali Baba” (U) and! being a new house mark. It’s socko $46,000 in two to be 
“Sing a Jingle” (U), big $24,700. L. A. spots for outstanding biz there. Republic epic 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100:| 480 is fine $21,500 in Washington with vaude, smash : 
85-$1.65) — “Song of Bernadette” $31.500 to pace Philadelphia and staunch $21,000 on fair 


(20th) (6th wk). 
Jast week's pleasing $13,300. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715: 45-90)— 
“Happy Land” (20th) and “Beautiful, 
but Broke” ‘Col), 
week “Ali Baba” 
_Jingle” (U), hefty 

Wilshire (F-WC) 
“Happy Land” 


(U) and “Sing a 
$9.000. 

(2,296; 
(20th) and 


but Broke” (Col). Tri 7.000. Las going for a record $10,009 in a small Boston house, is 
week “Jack ore terrif $19.000 in Buffalo, big in Minneapolis, brisk Brooklyn, 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U), light | $21,000 for fourth Chicago sesh and stout $17,000, third In Cincy. “Tender Comrade” 
$3.400. = N. Y. week. in Det. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 45-99)—_, _ Desert Song.” okay in seventh N. Y. stanza, is strong 
“Desert Song’ (WB). Forte $16,000. | $56.000 in three L. A. theatres and solid if not outstand- and Fantasy” (U), 
Last week “Destination Tokyo’ | ing at $14.000 in Cincinnati. “Lodger” looks fine $14.000 and neat $13,000, Prov. 
(WB) (4th wk), okay $7,100. | in Pitt, hit a giant $93,000 for second N. Y. frame, ap- 


Strong $17,- 
week “Rookies in Burma” 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


(Par) (3d wk), 


Good $12,500 after 


Nice $7,500. Last | 


45-80)— | on 
“Beautiful, | 


“Star” Bright $21,000, 
Balto; “Curie” $16,000, 
“Sister” 146, Both 2d 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 
Strong h.o. product is maintaining 
nice pace in downtown sector a. 
Lone new entry, “The North Star” 
the combo Hipp. looks smash. Best 
holdovers are “Madame Curie” at 
Century, and “Butler’s Sister” at 
Keith's 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
Curie” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding up in bullish style at 


$16,000 after strong initial try at 
$20,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-66)—"North Star” (RKO) plus 


vaude. Robust $21,000. Last week, 
“Falcon Coeds” (RKO) plus Vaughn 
Monroe orch, satisfying $17,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 17- 
55)—“Butler’s Sister’ (U) (2a wk). 
Maintaining strong pace at $14,000 
after fine first round with $16,800. 

Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-50)— 
“Minesweeper” (Par). Above aver- 
age $5,000. Last week, “Mad Ghoul” 
(U) in regular groove at $4,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA). Getting 
average $4,000. Last week, “Fellow, 
Mr. Smith” (U), okay $4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680; 17-55)— 
“The Lodger” (20th) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing well at $6,000 after very strong 
second sesh at $8,100. 


Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)—“No 
Time Love” (Par) (2d wk). Still 
stout at $14,500. Last week, fine 
$17,700. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480; 17- 
55)—“Hara Kiri’ (Indie) (move- 
over). Drawing some response at 


$3,500. Last week, “Lost Angel” 
(M-G) in moveover from downstairs 
Century, mild $3,300. 


“Govt. Girl’ Big $13,000 
Best K. C. Newcomer 


Kansas City, Feb. 1. 

The bell rfmger here last week, 
“Madame Curie” at the Midland, 
continues to lead the field in a 
steady second round. Other hold- 
overs rolling along smoothly in third 
stanzas are “Destination Tokyo,” 
single-billed at the Newman, and 
“Princess O'Rourke” with “Victory 
Through Air Power” as a new 
co-feature at the Orpheum. Of 
the newcomers, “Government Girl” 
opened briskly day-and-date at the 
Esquire, Uptown and_= Fairway. 
“Heat’s On.” dualed with “So’s Your 
| Uncle” at the Tower, drew the big- 
gest opening day biz for several 
weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; 
40-60)—"“Government Girl’ (RKO). 
Healthy $13,000. Last week, “Flesh 
Fantasy” (U), lusty $14,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500: 35-55)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Smooth $14.000 after socko $22,200 
initial round, slightly better han ex- 
pectancy. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 40- 
| 60)—“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (3d 
wk). Satisfactory $10,000 following 
strong $12,000 second frame. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500; 40-60)— 
“Princess O'Rourke” (WB) (3d wk) 


“Ship’- “Scandals” Big $30,000, Frisco; 
“Land” 266, ‘Escape’ 236, Both Smash 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
$420,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


“Escape” Record 
$17,000 in Prov. 


Providence, Feb. 1. 

Business is smash hereabouts, with 
“None Shall Escape,” at Strand, 
heading for a new house record and 
“North Star,” at RKO Albee, running 
big. “Madame Curie” in second 
week at Loew’s State, and “Flesh 
and Fantasy” at Majestic, are both 
packing them in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) = (2,300; 30-50)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Started with a 
bang and should hit big $17,500, or 
near. Last week, “Tarzan’s Desert 
Mystery” (RKO) and “Holmes Spider 
Woman” (U), snappy $15,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 30-50) 
—“‘Northern Pursuit” (WB) (2d run). 
Better than average $4.000. Last 
week, “Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d run), 
hot $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50) — 
“Strange Death Hitler” (U) and Bill 
McCullough heading stage show. 
Nice $7,000. Last week, “Banjo on 


Knee” (20th) (reissue) and vaude, 
nifty $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; © 30-50)— 
“Flesh Fantasy” (U) and “Fired 


Wife” (U). 
“Northern 


Nifty $13,000. Last week, 
Pursuit” (WB), nice 
$11,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200: 40- 
50) — “Darling Clementine” (Rep) 
with Ed Drew orch, Greysons. others, 
on stage. Three-day run heading for 
nice $7,000. Last week. “Gildersleeve 
on Broadway” (RKO) and Will 
Osborne orch, Patricia Morison head- 
ing stage show, trim $7,500 in three 
days. 

State (Loew) = (3,200; 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 
at $12.000. First week, 


30-50 )— 
Still good 
wow $21,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 30-50) 
—‘None Shall Escape’ (Col) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Par). Opened 
second week Monday (31). First 
week, smash $17,000, record for 
house, 


with “Victory Through Air Power” 
(UA). Nice $9,000. Last week, with 
“Coastal Command” (RKO), smart 
$11,500, over hopes. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—‘Heat’s On” (Col) and “So’s Your 
Uncle” (U) with vaude. Swell $10,- 
500. Last week, “Hands Across Bor- 


der” (Rep) and “Pride of Plains” 
(Rep) with stage revue, average 
$9,500. 


| “Desert Song” (WB) and.“Lodger” 
| ing up te earlier hopes. 


second Chicago session, 
| “Bernadette,” 
itwo L. A. theatres, 
| $65,000 on N. Y. preem week. 
two L. A. moveover houses. 
$17.000 in Providence, 
holdover and wow 


Are Children?” 
(20th) are measur- 
Much of boxoffice load, too, is 


Bees” likewise is off to smash takings, 


still in the money on extended run in 
is heading near to a 
“Ali Baba” 
Indianapolis with strong $14,000 and grand $22,000 in 
“Escape” 
nice $22,500 in two Boston spots 
$23,000 in Frisco. 


(Rep), both 
“Song of Berna- 
“Riding” 


Escape” (Col), 


(Mono), 


” 


sockeroo 
is leader in in Philly. 
looks record 
and Higher” 
“Children,” | N. Y. 


Brooklyn.~ Still sock at $52,000 in fifth N. Y 


500 in second Balto sesh. 
(RKO) and “Cry 
spotty currently, especially the former. 


From the keys: 
in Frisco and nice $47,000 in four L. A. spots. 


“Whistling in Brooklyn” 
Louisville and $13,500 in Seattle, both strong. 


pears nice on third Balto round and so-so at $20,000 
coupled with a unit in Cincy. 

looks sturdy 
and is tall $20,000 in Philly. 
continues well in most spots on second sessions. 
smash $17,000 to lead Cincy, 
strong $93,000 in seventh week at N. Y 
aciually is stronger 


$24,000 in Wash. 


to pace city 
“Curie,” 


mostly holdover, 
It’s 
and 
. Music Hall 
than expected in many 
terrific $33,000 pacing 
. sesh. 

shapes as hot $23,000 in Chi, boffo 
Strong $14,000 on Balto second week 
second two L. A. 
looks nifty $18,000 for second Brook- 
“Gang’s Here” is 


solid $23,500 in Pitt. 


with 


session in 


going for strong $22,000 in Cleveland and grand $21,000 


looks leader at $14,000 in Louis- 
hot $14,000 on second Den- 
nice in Omaha and stout $14,- 
Havoc” are inclined 
“Star,” 


which is still fine on 13th N. Y. week, is n.s.h. at $17.000 
in two Seattle spots, average on Indianapolis moveover, 
on Philly second stanza, 
with vaude, big $17,500 in Prov., 
second Brooklyn week. 
Buffalo, nice $25,000 in Brooklyn and bangup $15,000 


robust $21,000 in Balto 
and dandy $19,000 in 
“Havoc” looks fair $16.000 in 


“Happy Land” (20th) smash $26.000 
“Higher 


(RKO) is merely good $22,000 for second 
week but robust $18,000 in Det. 


“Govt. Girl’ 


“(RKO) looks big $13,000 in K. C., and fair $18.000 in 
“Three Russian Girls” 


(UA) is mild $4,500 
(RKO) shapes big $32.000 
(M-G), $12,000 in 
“Flesh 
tops in Detroit with great $34,000 
“Woman of Town” (UA), okay 


$8,000 in Cleye. but average $4,Q09 in Balto. 


| Grand $7, 000. Last week, 
heer” 


' Power” (UA) (3d run), 


San Francisco. Feb. 1. 
Of new bills, “Happy Land.” at 
Paramount, “None Shall Escape,” at 
Orpheum, and “Ghost Ship,” with 
“Seandals” unit on stage at Golden 
Gate, look standout. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75)—‘No 
Time for Love” (Par) and “Good 
Fellows” (Par). Big $26,000. Last 
week, “Destination Tokyo” (WB), 
strong $22,000 on second sesh. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 55-75) 
— ‘Happy Land” (20th) and “Hands 
Across Border” (U). Smash $26,000, 
Last week, “Lassie Come Home” (M- 
G) and “Young Ideas” (M-G), huge 
$28,500 to pace city. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.475: 55-75) 
—"‘Destination Tokyo” (WB). In 
continued first run. Great $16,000, 
tops for house. Last week “Thou- 
sands Cheer” (M-G) (4th wk), grand 
$12,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.650: 55-75)— 
“Sultan’s Daughter” (Mono), with 
stage show “Arabian Nights.” Good 
$23,000. Last week. “Minesweeper” 
(Par) with Hilo Hattie’s stage show, 
solid $26,500. 

State (F-WC) (2,160; 55-75)—“Las- 
sie Come Home” (M-G) and “Young 
Ideas” (M-G). From Paramount for 
continued first run. Excellent $15, 
000. Last week, “North Star” (RKO), 


$14,000 on moveover from Para- 
mount. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 55-75) 


—"Ghost Ship” (RKO) with George 
White’s “Scandals” on stage. Terrif 
$30,000 or over. Last week. “Around 
World” (RKO), with Henry Busse 
orch on stage, slipped below expec- 
tations to fairly good $28,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400: 60- 
75)—“None Shall Escape” (Col). 
Wow $23,000. Last week, “What a 
Woman” (Col) (3d wk), great $13,800, 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,.- 
100; 60-75)—““What a Woman” (Col), 
Fourth week continued first run 
downtown, Excellent $10,000. Last 
week, “Buck Privates” (U) (reissue), 
great $6,300 in five days of second 
week, over hopes. 


“Star” N.S.H. at $17,000 
In Two Seattle Spots; 
“B’klyn” Bangup 1346 


Seattle. Feb. 1 

Holdovers are in spotlight in cur- 
rent session, with “Government 
Girl,” at Music Box, and “Old Ac- 
qaintance,” at Orpheum, the leaders. 
“North Star” is highly disappointing 
day-dating the Fifth Avenue and 
Music Hall. “Whistling in Brooklyn”™ 
is top newcomer at the Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick- Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—“True to Life’ (Par) 
and “Tornado” (Par) (3d wk). Move- 
over doing swell $7,000 in 10 days. 
Last week, “Riding High” (Par) (4th 
wk) and “Hostages” (Par) (2d wk), 
hit oke $4,500. 

Fifth Avenue (2,349: 40-75 )—‘“North 
Star” (RKO). Looks close to $11,500, 
nice but not great by any means. 
Last week, “True to Life” (Par) and 
“Tornado” (Par), moderate $9,300. 

Liberty (J & (1.650: 49-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (6th wk). 
a at $5,500. Last week, swell $6,- 


Musie Box (H-E) (800: 40-75)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO) (2d wk). 


(M-G (4th wk), great $8,200 


in 10 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 40-75)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Mild $5.500 
or a bit over in six days, concert in 


house other day. Last week, “True 
to Life” (Par) and “Tornado” (Par), 
$5,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 40-75)— 


“Old Acquaintance” (WB) (2d wk), 
— $12,500. Last week, socko $18,- 
40 
_ Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 30-75)— 
“Hands Across Border” (Rep) plus 


vaude. _Oke $9,000. Last week, 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U), with 
“Hobby Lobby” revue on stage, 


grand $10,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 40-75)— 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Tartu” (M-G). Strong $13.500. Last 
week, “Government Girl” (RKO) 
and “Sing a Jingle” (U), solid $17,- 
600 in 10 days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
“Tokyo” (WB) (5th wk). Good $5,- 
000. Last week, swell $6,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
15-30)—“Phantom Opera” (U) and 
“Above Suspicion” (M-G) (3d run). 
Robust $5,500. Last week, “Lucky 
Stars” (WB) and “Victory Air 
stout $5.100. 


Small’s Two Yanks 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Edward Small signed William Ben- 
dix and Dennis O’Keefe as co-stars 
in his next picture for United Artists 
release, “Abroad With Two Yanks.” 

Start awaits the completion of 
“The Hairy Ape,” in which Bendix 
will be busy until early March, 
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A RAVE A DAY 


‘Since 1945 is a long way 


off and prizes won’t be 
awarded for almost a 
year, Mr. Sturges should 
be told he has performed 


a great public service... 


Such morale-building 


laughter deserves recog- 


—T 


nition... He has lifted 


the entire movie-going 
public several feet out of 


the morasses of war- QM 4 


time worries. For an % 


hour and a half it’s like a : 


having the war won, the 


income tax repealed and 


nothingtodobutlaugh. 
Thank you, Mr.Sturges.” 


—ARCHER WINSTEN [ EDDIE BRACKEN | 


with Diana Lynn + William Demarest 
Porter Hall and ‘‘McGinty” and ‘‘The Boss” | 
Written and Directed by t | 


PRESTON STURGES 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
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“SeaBees” Colossal $28,000 in 2 Hub [ Jap Atrocity Tale 
Spots: “Children” Record at Wow 106 


Boston, Feb. 1. 
holding ! 


Biz is terrific this week, 
true for h.o.’s and new bills alike. 
Spring weather probably is back of 
it. Stealing the thunder is “Fighting 
SeaBees,”’ Republic opus which got 
the nod at the Paramount and Fen- 
way, second run as a rule. Going to 


a colossal $28,000, beinfi a new record 
at the Paramount. “Where Are Your 
Children?” also is heading for a new 
mark at Translux. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-99 )—“Sing 
a Jingle” (U) plus Jimmy Dorsey 
orch, others, on stage. Up at $30,000 
or near, great. Last week, “Holmes 
Spider Woman” (U) plus Phil Spi- 
talny orch, on stage, fantastic $35,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40- 60 )— 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) and “Cle- 
mentine” (Rep). Double average 
gross for this spot, huge $10,000 or 
over. Last week, “Guadalcanal Di- 
ary” (20th) and “Good Fellows” 
(Par), $6,000. 

Majestic (E. M. Loew) (1,600; 28- 
55)—“None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (2d wk). 
Lurid marquee and radio ads still 
—— for neat $10,000. Last week, 


ig $13,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-75)— 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Gilder- 
sleeve B'way” (RKO). Opened very 
big Tues. (1). Given cold treatment 
in Hearst papers here. Last week, 
“Gang’s Here” (20th) and “Chan Se- 
cret Service” (Mono) (2d wk), strong 
$19,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35-65) 
—“‘Old Acquaintance” (WB) and 
“Minesweeper” (Par) (2d wk). Main- 
tained big $28,000 following great 
$33,000, opener. 


Normandie (Lieberman) (1,300; 
$5-65)—“‘None Shall Escape” (Col) 


and “Klondike Kate” (Col). Day-date 
combo with Majestic, fine second 
week at $12,500. First week, near 
$14,000, solid. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 44-65)— 
“Mme. Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$24.000. Could hold but not likely. 
Last week, hot $30,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-60)— 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) and “Cle- 
mentine” (Rep). Record $18,000, 
about all traffic will bear. Last week, 
“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) and 
— Fellows” (Par), fine $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Mme. 
Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, nearly $17,000, wow. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65)— 
“Where Children?” (Mono) and 
“Danger, Women” (PRC). New house 
record at wow $10,000. Last week, 
“Mad Ghoul” (U) and “Calling Dr. 
Death” (U) (2d wk), fine $5,000. 


“SeaBees’ Smasheroo In 
Philly, $31,500; “Riding” 
High 206, “London” 136 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 
Biz continues on the upbeat here 
with high-powered product and top- 
drawer exploitation teaming up for 
big results. Topper is Republic’s 
“Fighting SeaBees,” at the Stanley, 
which had the benefit of bigtime 
ballyhoo. Also swelling the grosses 
are “Cry Havoc,” at Aldine; “Riding 
High,” at Fox, and “Jack London,” at 

the Stanton, among the newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-75)—‘Cry 
Havoc” (M-G). Bangup $15,000. 


Last week, “Happy Land” (20th) (2d 
wk), so-so $8,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d 
run. Sad $4,000. Last week, “Old 
Acquaintance” (WB), boffo $8,000 in 
second week second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500; 35-75)—“Ma- 
dame Curie” (M-G) (2d run). Still 
powerful with $23,500 on heels of 
smashing $28,500 plus $4,500 one-day 
Earle gross last week. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85)—“Swing- 
time Johnny” (U) wih Vaughn Mon- 
roe orch on stage. Looks potent 
$25.500. Last week, “Top Man” (U) 
and Louis Prima orch, fairish $18,800. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75)—“Riding 
High” (Par). Tall $20,000. Last 
week, “Johnny Come Lately” (UA) 
(2d wk), satisfactory $14,800. 

Karlton (Goldman ) (1,000; 35-75 )— 
“Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d run), Okay 
$6.500. Last week, “No Time Love” 
(Par), torrid $9,300, second run. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
Mag ernment Girl” (RKO) (2d run). 

Fair $6,000. Last week, “Iron Major” 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 35-75)— 
“North Star” (RKO) (2d wk). Drop- 
ping off to fair $16,000 after bullish 
$28,800 last week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,915; 35-75) — 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep). Looks 
like best indie production of season 
with smash $27,500 plus $4,000 for 
Sabbath “gravy” show at Earle. Last 
week, “Thousands Cheer” (20th) (4th 
wk), fine $15,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 35-75)—‘“Jack 
London” (UA). Solid $13,000. Last 
week, “Cross Lorraine” (M-G), 
bogged down to pale $7,800 on hold- 
over try. 


“Tokyo” $17,000, Denver; 
“Time Love” Tall 14G, 2d 


Denver, Feb. 1. 

Boxoffice take is nice but not ter- 
rific. with “No Time for Love” doing 
nearly as well on second session as 
first week, and beating first week's 
Saturday total. Holds for third 
stanza. “Destination Toyko,” day- 
dating the Denver and Esquire, will 
land top coin, a bit below last week’s 
combined take. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 30-65)—“The 
Lodger” (20th) and “Sing a Jingle” 
(U), after a week at Denver, Esquire. 
Nice $6,000. Last week, “What a 
Woman” (Col) and “Swing Blues” 
(Col), from Denver and Esquire, big 
$8,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 30-65)— 
“Best Foot Forward’ (M-G) and 
“Coastal Command” (RKO), after 
week at Orpheum. Fine $4,500. Last 
week, “Higher, Higher” (RKO) and 
“Gangway Tomorrow” (RKO), from 
Orpheum, okay $2,000 for three days 
only because legit shows using house 
on other days. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 30-60)— 
“No Time Love” (Par) (2d wk). 
Great $14,000, and holds a third sesh. 
Last week, big $14,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-65 )—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB). Day-date with 
Esquire. Good $13,000 or near. Last 
week, “Lodger” (20th) and “Sing 
Jingle” (U), also at Esquire, trim 
$15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-65)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo”: (WB), day-date with 
Denver. Nice $4,000. Last week. 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Sing Jingle” 
(U), also at Denver, good $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 30-65)— 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Cross Lorraine” (M-G). Okay $12,- 
000. Last week, “Best Foot Forward” 
(M-G) and “Coastal Command” 
(RKO), good $13,300. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-50)— 
“Son of Dracula” (U) and “Mad 
Ghoul” (U). Solid $7,500. Last week, 
“Hi Diddle” (UA) and “Klondike 
Kate” (Col), nice $8,000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—“What 
a Woman” (Col) and ‘ ‘Swing Blues” 
(Col), via Denver, Esquire, Aladdin 
route. Good $3, 000. Last week, “Old 
Acquaintance” (WB) and “She's for 
Me” (U), moveover, nice $4,000. 


“CURIE” SOCK $17,000 
TOPS CINCY FILMERS 


Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 

Current film topper is “Madame 
Curie,” which is smash at Capitol. 
“Desert Song” is not far behind at 
the Palace. “Three Russian Girls,” 
the other newcomer, is on the mild 
side for Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-85)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and Harry Howard’s 
“Hollywood Pin-Up Girls” unit on 
stage. So-so $20,000. Last week, 
“Never Dull Moment” (U) plus 
Dante, Virginia Weidler and Oxford 
Boys, okay $23,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— 
“Madame Curie’ (M-G). Smash 


$17,000 to start indef run. Last week, 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk), 


strong $8,000. 

Family (RKO) (1.000; 25-35)— 
“Vigilantes Ride” (Rep) and “Under- 
dog” (Rep), split with “Mine 
Sweeper” (Par) and “Chan Secret 
Service” (Mono). Above par $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Whispering Footsteps” 
(Rep) and “Canyon City” (Rep) 
divided with “Voodoo Man” (Mono) 


‘Return of Vampire” (Col), tall 

(RKO) (1,430: 35-65)—“‘No 
Time Love” (Par) (3d wk). Big 
$7,000 after last week’s terrific $9.000. 


Keith’s (United) (1,500: 35-65)— | 
“Three Russian Girls’ (UA). N.s.h. | 
| $4.500. Last week, ‘““‘What. Woman” 
(Col) (3d run), fair $4,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-65)— | 
“Destination Tokyo’ (WB). Move- 


over doing nice $5,500. Last week, 
“Riding High” (Par) (2d run), $4,500. 


RKO’s Set Splurge 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

RKO is putting on a heavy set- 
building campaign, not only in the 
home studio but on the Pathe lot 
in Culver City and ranch in San 
Fernando Valley. 

Workmen are busy on layouts for 
“None But the Lonely Heart,” 
“Heavenly Days,” “Mademoiselle 
Fifi’ and the forthcoming Frank 


Sinatra musical, still untitled. 


others, indicated that the policy of 
keeping the true story of Jap atroci- 
ties away from the screen, news- 
papers and radio had not resulted 
in any alleviation of the brutal 
treatment meted out to American 
and other United Nations prisoners. 

Robert E. Sherwood, head of the 
Overseas Branch of the Office of 
War Information, reportedly lifted 
the ban on Jap atrocity films of- 
ficially on Monday (31). 

As a result Hollywood, which has 
until now almost by-passed one of 
the most potent film subjects in 
decades (solely because of Govern- 
ment request), will likely resume 
production of anti-Jap pictures 
which were suddenly stopped in 
various stages of production and 
preparation, 

Since the reports of Commander 
M. H. McCoy, Lieut. Commander 
S. M. Mellnik and Lieut. Col. Wil- 


“Gung Ho,” “Tokyo” 


Reaction of film theatre audi- 
ences to Japanese atrocity stories 
is being reflected when “Gung 
Ho,’ story about the Makin 
Island raid, is screened, accord- 
ing to reports to Universal from 
exhibitors. 

Every time a Jap fighter is 
bumped off on the screen, the 
audience cheers. First feature to 
be released (by accident, of 
course) since the story on the 
brutal treatment of American 
prisoners of war in the South 
Pacific, this intensified interest is 
being reflected by upped box- 
office in past week for “Gung 
Ho.” Any film dealing with the 
Japs, such “Destination 
Tokyo,” also reflected the upbeat 
in public interest in the warfare 
against Japan. 


Continued from page 1 


liam E. Dyess have finally been 
made public, opinion in the film 
trade is that production of films 
about the Japs need no longer be 
hampered by thematic limitations. 


This, also, reopens the controversy 
about “hate” pictures, which has 
been debated by public relations 
analysis and government informa- 
tion officials since the war began. 
World War II has been remarkably 
free from so-called “atrocity” films 
which were common during the last 
war. The silk-glove treatment of 
Nazis, Fascists and Japs has been 
apparent on the screen and in other 
communications media. Inculcation 
of “hatred” of enemies was a subject 
which communications media have 
not handled as vigorously as in 
World War I. 

Even a picture such as “Behind 
the Rising Sun” (RKO) dealt lightly 
and in relatively very easy fashion 
with the Yellow Menace. 

Potential boxoffice strength of 
anti-Jap productions has all along 
been regarded as equal to the mar- 
ket for anti-Nazi films, especially in 


The McCoy 


Manuscripts covering the full 
story of the experiences of 
American officers in the hands 
of the Japs, written by Com- 
mander M. H. McCoy and a col- 
laborator, is being scanned by 
major film companies this week 
for picturization. Story of their 
escape has not yet been told via 
newspapers or radio. 

Yarn is to be published in 
book form and is to be syndi- 
cated by North American News- 
paper Alliance. 


| dren,” 
| owed 


over for fourth downtown sesh. Ex- | 


cellent $5,800. Last week, “Army” 
(WB) (return run), fair $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-65)— | 
“Desert Song” (WB). Solid $14,000. | 
Last week, “Government. Girl’ 
(RKO), hefty $16,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 35-65)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO). Move- 


“Hitler’s Chil- 
the top grosser in 
much to the sterilization 
theme as to any other single element 
in the film. 

It is pointed out in trade circles, 
also, that Jap-themed pictures are 


the domestic market. 


as 


relatively a better bet than pictures 


dealing with the European phase of 
the conflict because it is considered 
likely that the war in the Pacific 
will continue after the Nazis are 
beaten in Europe. Thus, no sudden 
letdown in interest and b.o. value 
of Nip war yarns is anticipated. 

Garrett Fort’s “S.S. Gripsholm,” 
bought by Frank Melford, will be 
put into production as soon as he 
finishes “Tanaka Plan.” Story is 
based on voyage liberated refugees 
with flashbacks as device to focus 
Nip atrocities. 


LET’S WIN THE WAR 
IN °44 
Buy That Extra 

War Bond 


this field, | 


|chains in this 


Wham $34,000, Pacing 


“Cheer,” Giant $16,000, 
Tops in Okay Montreal 


Montreal, Feb. 1. 

“Thousands Cheer” is shaping for 
a smash week at Loew’s, easily top- 
ping anything else on Main street. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—“Old 
Acquaintance” (WB) (2d wk). Pacing 
fine $8,500 after smash $12,000 first 


stanza. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘De- 
stroyer” (Col) and _ “Footlight 


Glamor” (Col). Stout $10,000. Last 
week, “Dood It” (M-G) and “Murder 
Waterfront” (WB), handsome $9,500 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—Thou- 
sands Cheer” (M-G). Terrif $16,000. 
Last week, repeat “Flesh Fantasy” 


(U), great $9,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-52)— 
“Everybody Happy?” (Col) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col). Sighting 
neat $6,500. Last week, “Son of 


Dracula” (U) and “Mad Ghoul” (U), 
smart $6,000. 

Strand (United Amusements) (750; 
35-45 )—“‘Pisto] Packin’ Mama” (Rep) 
and “Whispering Footsteps” (Rep). 
Average $2,800. Last week, “Crime 
School” (WB) and “Girls Probation” 
(WB) (reissues) (3d wk), stout 
$2,200. 

Orpheum (CT) 
“History Made Night” (UA) and 
“Trade Winds” (UA) (reissues) (3d 
wk). Okay $2,000 after nifty $2,200 
second sesh. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—“‘Orage” and “Vous N’avez Rien 
a Declarer?” Smart $4,200. Last 
week, “Cinq Sous de la Varede” and 
“Quand Les Feuilles Tomberont,” 
good $3,800. 


“Love” Wow $14,000 In 
L’ ville; “B’klyn” 126 


Louisville, Feb. 1. 


“No Time for Love” is standout at 
the Rialto this week, with Loew’s 
State following closely with “Whis- 
tling in Brooklyn.” Ace holdover-is 
“Destination Tokyo,” still stout as 
holdover at small Mary Anderson. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 30-50)—‘‘Madame Curie” (M- 
G). Going along at sturdy $4,000 
on moveover. Last week, “What a 
Woman” (Col) and “Swing Blues” 
(Col), $3,800, also m.o. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) and 
“Dancing Masters” (20th). Aiming 
at solid $1,900. Last week, “Mr. Big” 
(U) and “First Comes Courage” 
(Col) split with “Iron Major” (RKO) 
and ‘Footlight Glamour” (Col) good 
$1,800. 

Loew’s State 


(1,100; 30-60)-— 


(Loew’s) (3,300: 30- 
50)—“‘Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) 
and “Man Down Under” (M-G). 
Strong $12,000. Last week, “Madame 


Curie” (M-G), great $14,000, and 
moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
30-50 )—“Destination Tokyo” (WB) 


(2d wk). 
of town. 
sock $7,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400: 20-65)— 
“Isle Forgotten Sins’ (PRC) and 
Renfro Valley Folks on stage. Flesh 
portion accounting for some draft. 
Hillbilly troupe long on local radio 
station, but looks -weak stage fare. 
Mild $9,000. Last week. “Return of 
Vampire” 


This one still looks class 
Fine $5,000 after initial 


acts, on stage, medium $10,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 30- 
50)\—““No Time Love” (Par) and 
“Minesweeper” (Par). Swell $14,000, 
to top town. Last week, “Higher 
Higher” (RKO) and “Pistol Packin’ 


Mamma” (Rep), fell short of expec- 
tations, modest $11,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 
50)—"“Ghost Ship” (RKO) and} 
“Rookies Burma” (RKO). 
$4.000. Last week. “Corvette K-225” 
(U) and “She's for Me” (U), $3,800. 


Berger Drops and Adds 


Houses to Indie String |. | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 
Bennie Berger theatre circuit, one 
of the largest of the 


territory, which re- 
cently disposed of six theatres at 
Brainerd and Bemidji, Minn., and 
Fort Dodge, Ia., has acquired the 
Superior at Superior, Wis, from 
Russ Pettingill. Berger has an- 


nounced he’s in the market for more 
houses, and already has deals pend- 
ing for several others. 

He says he hopes to have at least 
15 in operation later in the year, 


Lou Lusty’s New Spot 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Lou Lusty has joined Vanguard 
Films as production aide to Dore 
Schary. 

Lusty recently drew a medical 
discharge from the Marine Corps 
and was in N, Y. with Universal for 
a spell, 


(Col) and Art Kassel Orch, | aA 
| ary 


Sturdy | 


|! whammo opening. 
| 000. 


independent | 


Detroit, Feb, 1. 

Plenty of fresh bills break into the 
loop here this week to keep biz top 
flight. The majority of first-runs 
switch to fresh product this week, 
which is something new, but hold- 
overs still usually are good for four 
and five weeks. Fox and Michigan 
will make it neck-and-neck for the 
top spot this week, the former with 

“Flesh and Fantasy” and “Beautiful 
But Broke,” and the latter with 
“Tender Comrade” and “Aldrich, Boy 
Scout.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 55-75)— 

“What a Woman” (Col) (2d wk) and 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U). Former 
moved after great week at Fox for 
sock $9,800. Last week, “Lodger” 
(20th) and “Swing Out Blues” (Col) 
(2d wk), from Fox, great $10,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 55-75)—“Thousands Cheer” 
(M-G) and “Murder Waterfront” 
(WB) (5th wk). Pair switched after 
long run at United Artists, pleasing 
$13,000. Last week, “Destination To- 
kyo” (WB) and “Petticoat Larceny” 
(RKO) (3d wk), moveovers from 
Michigan, strong $14,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—“Flesh & Fantasy” (U) and “Beau. 
tiful But Broke” (Col). Great $34,- 
000. Last week, “What a Woman” 
(Col) and “Spider Woman” (U), 
smash $39,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
55-75)—‘Guadaleanal Diary” (20th) 
and “Hi Diddle” (UA). Back in loop 
at strong $5,200. Last week, “Dood 
It” (M-G) and “Sahara” (Col), $5,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (49000; 
55-75)—“Tender Comrade” (RKO) 
and “Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par). Big 
$32,000. Last week, “Hostages” (Par) 
plus Andrews Sisters and Mitch 
Ayres orch on stage, great $45,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 55-75)—“Higher Higher” (RKO) 
and “Woman of Town” (UA). Ro- 
bust $18,000. Last week, “Northern 


Pursuit” (WB) and “Gildersleeve on 
Broadway” (RKO) (2d wk), strong 
$16,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—“Curie” (M-G). Off to 
a great start with $23,000 sighted. 
Last week, “Thousands Cheer” (M- 
G) and “Murder Waterfront” (WB) 
(4th wk), sock $15,000. 


Inkspots-Williams And 
Fitzgerald Up “Holmes” 
To Huge $35,000, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 1. 

It’s a bonanza stanza for every- 
body. The Inkspots, Ella Fitzgerald 
and Cootie Williams’ band on stage 
are steaming “Sherlock Holmes Faces 
Death” to terrific biz at Palace. 
“Gang’s All Here” also is pulling 
standout trade at Hipp, and even the 
holdover of “Madame Curie” is mak- 
ing real coin at State. 

Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)— 
“Northern Pursuit” (WB) (2d wk). 

Extra good $8,000. Last week, “Gov- 
ernment Girl” (RKO) (2d wk), nice 


$7,000- 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
“Gang’s Here” (20th). Sighting 
strong $22, 600. Last week, Nortnern 
Pursuit” (WB) slowed up but still 
fine at $21,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 


“Government Girl” (RKO) (3d wk . 
Ordinary $3,000, after two weeks ; 
Allen. Last week, “Guadalcanal Die 
(20th) (3d wk), did blazing $4,- 
500 on moveover. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 40-60)—‘No 
Time Love” (Par) (3d wk). Grand 
$6.500 on moveover. Last week, 
“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th), ex- 
cellent $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)— 
“Holmes Faces Death” (U) plus Ella 
Fitzgerald, Inkspots, Cootie Williams 
orch on stage. Hot vaude cluttering 
house with hepcats, giving it a 

Looks terrif $35.- 
“Son of Dracula” 


Last week, 


| (U) with Jan Savitt orch, Phil Re- 

| gan, also nifty at around $26,000 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-55)— 
Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Sec ond stanza reaping smart $15,500, 
after strong $23,000 last week. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 35-55)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA). Okay at 
| $8,000 or a bit over. Last week, “No 
| Time Love” (Par) (2d wk), solid $9,- 


500. 


- New Star for Kyser Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Kay Kyser’s femme co-star in his 
forthcoming musical film at Colum- 
bia will be Marguerite Chapman. 
Picture will be the actress’ first 
appearance since her recent uppage 
to star rating. 


Joe Bernhard to Coast 


Joseph Bernhard, general manager 
of Warner Bros. theatres, left last 
night (Tuesday) for the Coast. 

Goes out for studio huddles with 
Harry M. Warner, Jack L. Warner 
and S. Charles Einfeld. 
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KISS YOUR 
CURIE 


856,000 
THRILLED NEW YORKERS! 


in the SEVENTH WEEK oF its sensational 


engagement its popularity is undiminished as the 
thousands who have seen it tell the town of its 
glorious love story, of its beauty and joy! 


Directed by MERVYN LeROY +» Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN 
with 
HENRY TRAVERS * ALBERT BASSERMAN + ROBERT WALKER 
C. AUBREY SMITH - DAME MAY WHITTY - VICTOR FRANCEN 
ELSA BASSERMAN +» REGINALD OWEN - VAN JOHNSON 
MARGARET O'BRIEN «+ Screen Play by Paul Osborn and 
Paul H. Rameau + Based on the Book “Madame Curie” by 
Eve Curie « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Now Playing at 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


(Above) There’s no let-up in the ad campaign for M-G-M’s great hit! 
Large spaces bring large crowds in its 7th happy week! 
“Keep up the attack! 4th WAR 


HAND, MADAME 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 2, 1914 


Jane Evre 


20th-Fox release of William 


Goetz pro- 


| awe of Poland just prior to the 
German invasion are on display in 


@uction. Stars Joan Fontaine and Orson | this dramatic exposition of a ro- 
Welles; features Margaret O'Brien, Joha|mance in Warsaw. Carefully pro- 
Sutton, Sara Allgood, Henry Daniell, Agnes | duced and excellently acted, picture, 
en: | however, dwells too much on inci- 
Sereenplay ldous lev, tobert Stevene- ‘ 
sen and John Houseman, from novel by | dental material foi extended over 
Charlotte Bronte: camera, George Barnes; | length to make it more than a nom- 
music, Bernard Herrmann; editor, Walter | inally- profitable billtopper on reg- 
Thempson., Tradeshown in N. Y. Jan. 31, ular bookings 

"44. Running time, 97 MINS, ‘deli -haracter- 
Edward Rochester Orson Welles Stripped of its sideline charac 
Jane Byre......+++++: Joan Fontaine | jzations and incidents, story_is de- 
Jane (as a Pegxy Ann Garner larsaw aS 
Dr. Rivers Jotin Sutton | girl, Ida Lupino, going 
“Sara Allgood | companion to antique collector Mary 
Brocklehurst. ........+0--- Henry Daniell | Boland. She meets and falls in love 
Mire. Agnes with Paul Henreid, count and mem- 
Lady Ingram............- Barbara Everest | 1n traditions of class distinctions, De- 
Blanche Ingram. Hillary Brooke | spite his family’s objections, 
Mrs. Esht Mary Forbes | With resultant success and disprov- 
Sir George LyN....0.00:: rhomas Loudon | ing stand of family objectors. Peas- 
Charles Irwin | Of the harvest, but invasion and t 


Charlotte Bronie’s Victorian novel, 
“Jane Eyre.” which has been on the 
library lists for nearly a century, 
has again reached the screen in a 
drama that is as intense on celluloid 
as it is on the printed page. Joan 
Fontaine and Orson Welles are the 
stars, and 20th-Fox has produced a 
picture geared for hefty grosses. 

For the exacting who have read 
and recall the original story there 
will be much in the film to win their 
favor. This picture has taken lib- 
erties with the novel that may be 
chalked off to cinematic expediency, 
but there is, nonetheless, a certain 
script articulation that closer heed 
to the book could possibly not have 
achieved. 

The story’s basic framework re- 
mains present in the film. There 


have been excluded certain elemental 
tended to 
give the original story some of its 
colorful passages. It’s a picture, how- 
ever, that has achieved more than 
“Jane 
Eyre,’ in case one forgets, has long 
been fanciful, tragic prose in the 


features, however, that 


the original deserved. For 


schoolboy-schoolgirl idiom. 

“Jane Eyre’ will be remembered 
as the story of a girl who, after a 
childhood during which she was buf- 
feted about in an orphanage, secures 
a position as governess to the ward 
of one Edward Rochester, sire of an 
English manor house called Thorn- 
field. Jane Eyre eventually falls in 
love with him, and he with her. 
When their wedding is interrupted 
by a man who accuses Rochester of 
already being married, there is di- 
vulged the secret that Rochester has 
kept for many years, that he has a 
wife who is a raving maniac and 
whom he keeps locked up in a tower 
at Thornfield. Jane’s flight from 
Thornfield, the privations she en- 
cured and her ultimate heeding of a 
“telepathic” call 
culminate in her return to him. She 
then learns of the death of his wife 
in a fire that destroys Thornfield 
and in which Rochester has become 


blinded and maimed in attempting to 
rescue Mrs. Rochester after she had 


set fire to the house. a 
The original story was as pat as 


all that. Full of improbabilities and 


with a remarkable naivete for an 


author whose fame has been as great 


as Charlotte Bronte’s. 


In the novel there are some fine 
love passages in those final scenes 
that have not been transferred to the 
screen. The film’s end, in fact, comes 


too abruptly and too patly. 
But, withal, this is a 
should be seen. 
ter is frequently inaudible 
slur of his lines. 


seer of the orphanage: 
O'Brien, the child ward of Rochester 


John Sutton, as Dr. Rivers (the orig- 


inal novel had no such character, i 


from Rochester 


film that 
Miss Fontaine and 
Welles are excellent, though the lat- 
in the 
It is a large cast 
and oné that acquits itself well. No- 
table in the support are Henry Da- 
niell, as Brocklehurst, the cruel over- 
Margaret 


siege of Moscow blanket the happi- 
ness, with the estate getting scorched- 
earth policy from Henreid and the 
farmers to prevent anything falling 
into the hands of the Nazis. But the 
Poles walk forth with determination 
that the country will survive re- 
gardless of current adversity, with 
the couple in the van. 

Looks like story concocters Ellis 
St. Joseph and Howard Koch try to 
give an insight inte the general 
breaking down of class divisions and 
century-old traditions in Poland and 
other European countries just prior 
to the war’s outbreak. Much footage 
and incident are utilized in stressing 
that point throughout. 
uneven and overlong picture which 
would be better and more compact 
with a half-hour edited out. 

Miss Lupino provides a strong per- 
formance as does Henreid. Michael 
Chekhov scores with neat rendition 
as the philosopher-poet who befriends 
the girl in the otherwise antagonistic 
setting. Miss Boland is okay and 
Nancy Coleman capably displays the 
cold, resentful sister of Henreid; Na- 
zimova is excellent as the stately 
countess, and Victor Francen strongly 
characterizes the head of the family 
and a Polish appeaser of Nazi pres- 
sure. 

Direction by Vincent Sherman 
accentuates the characters and inci- 
dents in fine style, but he cannot 
overcome the too-long script. Pro- 
duction is of “A” calibre throughout, 
with photography by Cdrl Guthrie 
adequate. Walt. 


Swing Fever 
(MUSICAL) 


Metro release of Irving Starr proluction. 


Stars Kay Kyser. Features Marilyn Max- 
well, William Gargan, Nat Pendleton, Lena 
Horne. Directed by Tim Whelan. Screen- 


play, Nat Perrin, Warren Wilson from orig- 


inal by Matt Brooks, Joseph Hoffman; 
songs, Herb grown, Lew Brown, Raiph 
Freed, Sammy Fain, Walter Donaldson, 


Sonny Skyler: camera, Charles Rosher; 
tor, Ferris Webster. Reviewed at 
State, New York, Jan. 28, ‘44. 
time, 80 MINS. 


edi- 
Loew's 
Running 


Kay Kyser and His Orchestra 


Kay Kyser filmusical is for the 
duals, where it should fare moder- 
ately well as a supporting feature. 
Production misses fire because of 
flimsy scripting and absence of ef- 
fective gag situations necessary in 
productions of this type. 


Kay Kyser and his orch, a few listen- 
‘~jable tunes and Marilyn Maxwell. 
>| Miss Maxwell flashes an exception- 
ally attractive profile, though not 


f quite as fetching when facing the 


memory serves rre y 

camera. Her vocals are adequate. 
Lena Horne has one number, 
cleric who wished to marry Jane 


Eyre); Sara Allgood; Agnes Moore- 
aunt of Jane 
Eyre, and Edith Barrett as Mrs. Fair- 


head, as the cruel 


fax. the Rochester housekeeper. 


There is some excellent photog- 
raphy by George Barnes, practically 
all in light and shadow to empha- 
size the eerieness of the story, and 
the direction by Robert Stevenson 
has heightened the illusion of action 
where, frequently, none existed. And 
William Goetz has endowed the pro- 
with all the niceties of ex- 
pensive film-making. But, basically, 
remains 
something for the highschool class- 
room, a study in the literature of an- 
other day. The picture is something 
It is intriguing adult 


duction 


“Jane Eyre,” the novel, 


else again. 


entertainment. Kahn. 


In Our Time 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Warner Bros. release of Jerry 
Guction. 


reid, Directed by Vincent Sherman, Screen- 


play, Ellis St. Joseph and Howard Koch; 
camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Rudi Fehr; 
Montages, James Leicesier. Tradeshown in 
L. A. Jan. 31, "44. Running time, 1089 MINS, 
Jennifer Whittredge............. ida Lupino 
Count Stephen Orvid......... Paul Henreid 
Janina Coleman 
Mrs. Bromley.............-...Mary Boland 
Count Pavel Orvid..cecces: Victor Francen 
Uncle Chekhov 
Antique Windheim 

Wladek. John Bleiffer 
Father Josef.... Wolfgang Zilser 
Pyotr 


Wald pro- 
Stars Ida Lupino and Paul Hen- 


but hardly presented in a manner 
calculated for maximum results. 
Other tunes in the picture include “I 
Planted a Rose” ‘(by Herb Brown, 
Lew Brown and Ralph Freed): “Mis- 
Sissippi Dreamboat’” ‘Lew Brown, 
Sammy Fain, Ralph Freed), “‘Think- 
ing Of You” ‘Walter Donaldson). 
a Make a Sound” (Sonny Sky- 
ar). 

Uninteresting varn deals with a 
round-heeled prizefighter. a flighty 
fight manager and girl, and a 
backwoods composer with a hypnotic 
eye. The gal tricks the country boy 
(Kyser) into using his hypnotic pow- 
ers in behalf of the fight manager 
| SO as to win a championship bout 
and a wad of coin. When the boy 
discovers that he’s been tricked 
refuses to go through with the plan 
but changes his mind at the last min- 
ute in order to save the girl because 
of fears that she would be rubbed 
out. Mori. 


hic 


Mono’s Feb. Sales Conv. 


Plans are being laid for a sales 
convention of Monogram some time 
this month, probably to be held in 
N. Y., to discuss new product and 
future selling plans, policies, etc. 

Company has stepped up its pro- 
duction budgets and its sales quota, 
| with numerous deals being turned 
down, it is understood, because of 
demands for higher rentals than ever 
charged before. 


Result is an | 


Lowell Blackford........... ... Kay Kyser 
Ginger Maxwell 
**Killer’’ Kennedy....cecces -Nat Pendleton 
Ankrum 
De, Cip@e Star..ccess. Andrew Tombes 
Roper 


On the credit side, of course, are | 


“You're So Indifferent,” a ki it |. 
bat | in Peru during the days when Span- | 


he | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Jane Eyre” (20th). Joan Fon- 
taine and Orson Welles in well- 
produced dramatization of Char- 
lotte Bronte novel; big b.o. 

“In Our Time” (WB). Drama 
of pre-war Poland geared for 
profitable biz in regular runs 
as top attraction. 

“Swing Fever” (M-G) (musi- 
cal). Kay Kyser in slow comedy. 

“The Bridge of San Luis Rey” 
(UA) Top-drawer drama head- 
ed for holdovers in first-runs 
and strong grosses generally. 

“Weekend Pass” (U) (Songs). 
Light program comedy-drama to 
satisfy as dual support. 

“Return of the Vampire” (Col). 
Bela Lugosi and Frieda Inescort 
in first-rate horror thriller. 

“Passport to Adventure” (RKO). 
Fantastic, unpretentious drama 
okay as dual supporter, satisfy- 
ing general audiences because of 
originality. 

“Death Valley Rangers” 
(Mono). Okay sagebrush dualer 
backed by name appeal of Hoot 
Gibson, Ken Maynard. 

“Secreto Eterno” ‘Grovas). 
Mexican-made Spanish . drama 
with no English subtitles, headed 
for limited grosses. 


Bridge of San Luis Rey 


(SONGS) 


release of Benedict Bo- 
geaus production. Stars Lynn Bar, Akim 
Tamiroff, Francis Lederer; features Alla 
Nazimova, Louis Calhern, Blanche Yurka, 
Donald Woods, Directed by Rowland V. 
Lee. Screenplay, Howard Estabrook; adap- 
tation, Estabrook and Herman Weissman, 
from novel by Thornton Wilder; musical 
director, Dimitri Tiomkin; editor, Harvey 
Manger: camera, John Boyle. Previewed in 


United Artists 


N. Y., Jan. 31, °44. Running time, 107 
MINS. 
. Lynn Bari 
Manuel. 2 
The Marquesa...... Nazimova 
The << Luis Calhera 
Brother Juniper..... Donald Woods 
Dona Mercedes..... Emma Dunn 
Servant to Uncle Pio.......Minerva Urecal 


Antonio Triana and His Dancers. 


Benedict Bogeaus hasn't spared the 
budget in this remake of Thornton 
Wilder’s Pulitzer prizewinning novel. 
Result is out of the top drawer. 
“Bridge of San Luis Rey” is headed 
for extended runs in key houses and 
strong returns in the subsequents. 


Bogeaus surrounded himself with 
some high-calibre technical talent 
for what is his first venture as an 
independent producer. He _ chose 
as his initial endeavor a _ novel 
from which Metro, back in 1929, 
made one of its biggest successes, a 
film which featured Lili Damita, Er- 
nest Torrence, Raquel Torres and 
Don Alvarado. As a remake for 
present-day audiences, up to their 
} ears in war news, this picture’ will 
| be a welcome divertissement. 


Lynn Bari, Akim Tamiroff and 
Francis Lederer, supported by Louis 
Calhern, Alla Nazimova and Blanche 
Yurka from the Broadway stage, give 
telling performances in a story that 
attempts to clarify, spiritually, why 
the Almighty chose five persons to 
die in the collapse of an ancient 
bridge. It is a search for truth as 
; seen through the eyes of a young 
| priest (Donale Woods). 
| Ina series of flashbacks the priest 
| learns of the spectacular rise of the 
street dancer, Miss Bari, to a position 


Weekend Pass 
(SONGS) 

Hollywood, Jan. 28. 

Universal release of Warren Wilson pro- 
duction. Stars Martha O'Driscoll and Noah 
Beery, Jr.; features Delta Rhythm Boys, 
George Barbier, Andrew Tombes, Leo Dia- 
mond and His Harmonaires, Mayris Chaney 
Dancers and The Sportsmen, Directed by 
Jean Yarbrough, Screenplay, Clyde Bruck- 
man, from original by Warren Wilson; 
camera, William Sickner: special photog- 
raphy, John P. Fulton; editor, Edward Cur- 


tiss. Previewed at Four Star, Hollywood, 
Jan. 27. '44. Running time, 61 MINS, 

O' Driscoll 
Noah Beery, Jr, 
Bradley wees Cieorge Barbier 
Andrew Tombes 
Motor Cop... Dearing 
kiddie Acuff 


This is a program comedy-drama, 
with inclusion of several song and 
dance specialties, that will moder- 
ately satisfy in the general bookings 
as a supporting attraction where 
brief running time is required. 

Despite the synthetic and fragile 
story, it holds together fairly well 
for nominal entertainment. Noah 
Beery, Jr., is a shipyard worker who 
gets bonus and weekend leave after 
18 months’ perfect record. He hies 
for a rural hotel where he can loll 
in a bathtub and relax in a big bed. 
But he bumps into Martha O'Driscoll, 
runaway socialite who wants to join 
the Wacs against objections of her 
grandfather. Yarn weaves through 
series of at-times humorous episodes 
until the girl is returned home and 
Beery goes back to work. 

Picture displays several specialties, 
including the Delta Rhythm Boys 
for one appearance harmonizing “All 
Or Nothing At All": Mayris Chaney 
and partner in a ballroom dance; 
Leo Diamond and harmonica trio 
for two tunes; the Sportsmen for 
vocal ensembles; and various songs 
warbled by Miss O'Driscoll. Best is 
“I Like to Be Loved,” by Milton 
Rosen and Everett Carter. 

Miss O'Driscoll and young Beery 
are okay in the leads, with George 
Barbier heading list of adequate sup- 
port—most of which are brief bits. 
Jean Yarbrough's direction is pass- 
able. Walt. 


Return of the Vampire 
Columbia release of Sam White produe- 
tion, Features Bela Lugosi, Frieda Ines- 
cort, Nina Foch, Miles Mander. Directed 
by Lew Landers, Screenplay, Griffin Jay, 
based on idea by Kurt Neumann; camera, 
John Stumar and L. W, O'Connell; editor, 
Paul Borofsky. At Rialto, N. Y week 
starting Jan. 28, ‘44. 69 


Armand Tesla.... 


Running time, 


Bela Lugosi 


Lady Jane Ainsley.......... Frieda Inescort 
John Varno 
Sir Frederick Fleet.........Miles Mander 
Andreas. Obry........ Matt Willis 
Professor Saunders.......... Gilbert Emery 
.William C. P. Austin 

Bela Lugosi is back in another 


horror thriller, this time spotted as 
the vampire who's restored from 
his grave via cinematic miracle. It’s 
the usual supernatural stuff, “Re- 
turn of Vampire” being suited for 
nice dual biz. 

Story shows Lugosi spending his 
days in his coffin and nights seeking 
out girls. And there’s a wolf man 
aS an assistant. Developments are 
telegraphed in advance, with dialog 
being unduly trite, but Lew Landers 
managed nicely on his direction, 
even overcoming some of the more 


implausible episodes. He’s also tossed | 


in plenty of suspense. 
Lugosi's villainy remains standard 


for him and Frieda Inescort, as one | 


who saves the life of a vampire vic- 
tim and helps trap Lugosi, con- 


as consort of the Viceroy (Calhern). | 


He learns of the love and hate, vio- 
lence and hypocrisy which took place 


iards ruled that country. But in the 
end he learns that mere man can 
never understand the ways of the 
Almighty or His purposes. 

Tamiroff turns in one of his best 
characterizations as Uncle Pio, dra- 
| matic tutor, who takes the dancer of 
the streets under his wing and makes 


ner the “toast” of Peru. He paces 
the film’s performances. Francis 
Lederer portrays twins—-one a sea- 
faring, happy-go-lucky man who 


wins the affections of the dancer: the | 


| other, a scribe for the wealthy who 

loves his brother so much that he is 
driven to a suicide attempt when he 
is convinced that the girl is ruining 
the sailor’s life. 

Lynn Bari has her first starring 
| role in a top-budget “A” picture in 
| “Bridge of San Luis Rey.” At times 
| she portrays her role with depth and 
| understanding. However, her per- 
| formance is uneven in several se- 
| quences, and it is apparent that di- 
| rector Rowland V. Lee had to use all 
| the acumen at his disposal to draw 
from her the sturdy acting which is 
required of her role. 

Settings and montage are in good 
taste, and costuming by Reynaldo 
| Luza, who was brought from his na- 
tive Peru to work on this film, should 
come in for special commendation, 
Dimitri Tiomkin, musical director, 
also wrote, in collaboration with 
Herbert Stollberg, the three songs 
used—*“Mi Chicos,’ “What Is Love” 
and “The Marquesa”—none of which 


is catchy. Sten. 


| 


tributes the outstanding portrayal. 
Miles Mander makes a_ realistic 
Scotland Yard operative. Nina Foch 
Shows promise as the gal saved from 
the vamp. Matt Willis is excellent 
as the servant turned wolfman. John 
Stumar and L. W. O'Connell have 
done topflight photography. 
Wear. 


Passport to Adventure 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produe- 
tion Directed I Screen 
play, Val Burton and Muriel Roy Be n 
came Jack Mackenzie: x1 1 effec by 
Ve n I Wa ee I t Sw . 
. A. Jan. 27, '44 Running me, 65 MINS, 
vila. Elsa Lanchester | 
Lieutenant Joseph Vitale 
Lord Haw Hawes. Gavin Muit 
Profess« Walthers Lloyd Corrigan | 
...umsden Hare 
“Passport to Adventure” is a 


rather arty and usual yarn which, 
because of its novelty, will garner 
plenty of playdates as dual support 
in the general runs. Lacking any 
marquee names in the cast, it never- 
theless is deftly developed from an 
intriguing premise to hold attention 
re the customers after they’re in- 
side. ; 

Story is unpretentious and tending 
towards the fantastic side of drama, 
with goodly share of light moments. 
Elsa Lanchester is a London char- 
woman, widow of a sergeant-major, 
who decides to head for Berlin to 
bump off Hitler. She’s sped on her 


journey by a magic eye which kept 


JOINS DICK CONDON 


uble j 
She stows away Ps 
a boat going to France, travels with 
her pail and scrub-brush right into 


her late husband out of tro 
foreign climes. 


Berlin, and, posing as a deaf mute 
gets a charwoman’s job in the Reich 
chancellory. She fails to meet the 
Feuhrer, but upsets things general] 
until escape with Nazi-opposed of. 
ficer, Gordon Oliver, and latter's 
sweetheart, Lenore Aubert. 
Miss Lanchester ably carries the 
piece in the main role, taking ful) 
advantage of slick script provided 
by Val Burton and Muriel Roy Bo}. 
ton, and excellent direction by Ray 
McCarey. Various characters are 
neatly etched in the unfolding, with 
Oliver, Lionel Royce, Fritz Feld 
| Gavin Muir, Joseph Vitale, Lloyd 
Corrigan and Miss Aubert providing 
fine support. Walt, 


Death Valley Rangers 


Monogram release of Robert Tansey pros 


duction. Stars Ken Maynard, Hoot Gib. 
son and Hob Steele. Directed by Robert 
Tansey. Sereenplay, Elizabeth her, 


from original by Robert Emmett and Frane 
ces Kavanaugh; camera, Edward Kull: edie 
tor, Carl Pierson. At New York, week Jan, 
26, 44, dual. Running time, 59 MINS. 


Standard hoss opera totes plenty 
of b.o. for sagebrush followers, with 
starring trio of Ken Maynard, Hoot 
Gibson and Bob Steele for extra 
marquee values. Should fill in nicely 
as dualer. 

Story has Maynard, Gibson and 
Steele, the Trail Blazers, on lookout 
for hijackers sacking gold shipments 
carted by Death Valley stagecoach. 
Blazers catch up with marauders 
when Steele furnishes opening via 
clever ruse of joining gang. 

There’s plenty of gunplay and fist- 
exchanging when rival groups meet 
head-on in finale scene, with starred 
trio, following conventional pattern, 
emerging unscathed. 

Film opens and shuts with slight 
romantic pitch between Steele and 
Linda Brent, but amour buildup is 
negligible and never intrudes upon 
two-fisted saga, Supporting cast and 
direction okay. 


Secreto Eterno 
(“The Eternal Secret’) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 


Jesus Grovas release of V. Saiso Piquer 
production, Stars Marina Tamayo and 
Carlos Orellana; features David Silva, Mae 
tilde Palou, Miguel Ferriz and Virginia 
Manzano. Directed by Carlos Orellana. At 
Relmont theatre, N. ¥., Jan. 23, ‘44. Rune 
ning time, 97 MINS, 
Teresa... Virginian Manzano 


(In Spanish; no English Titles) 

Without any English subtitles, this 
Mexican-made, despite its technical 
qualifications, is headed for limited 
| grosses in the United States. Strictly 
| for Spanish-speaking audiences. 


| Acting, direction and yarn are 
| above the usual level of releases 


| from south of the Rio Grande. Story 
| unwinds in rapid pace, telling of a 
; woman (Marina Tamayo) who is 
| married to a widower (Carlos Orel- 
| lana) with two grown daughters who 
| hate their stepmother. Gals get her 
| charged with a murder of which she 
lis innocent. Convicted through cir- 
cumstantial evidence, she’s released 
| from prison several years later when 
| the real murderer confesses. Mean- 
| While, her young daughter from the 
marriage to the widower, who was 
| adopted by a wealthy family after 
| his death, learns of her plight and 
| takes her in. 

Producer V. Saiso Piquer and di- 


|rector Orellana have blended their 
| talents for few lapses of interest. 
|The two stars acquit themselves 
| well; supporting roles by David 


| Silva, Matilde Palou, Miguel Ferriz 
|}and Virginia Manzano are handled 
| capably, without the stiltedness so 
|usual in these Spanish-language 
| films. Sten. 


REGINALD ARMOUR 


Reginald Armour, former Walt 
| Disney, RKO and RCA exec has 
joined Richard Condon, Inc., public 
relations, as executive v.p. in charge 


.| of pix and television activities. 


Armour, long associated with dis- 
tribution for major picture com- 
panies, was European g.m. for RKO, 
having previously established and 
supervised film exchanges for RKO 
in Japan, China and the Philippines. 

Lou Berg has resigned as feature 
writer in the 20th-Fox publicity de- 
partment in New York under Jack 
Goldstein. He has beei succeeded by 
Mort Freedgood. 

Berg is joining the 
agency. 


tchard Condon 


Lasky, Jr., in Sydney 
Sydney, Jan. 25. 
Jesse Lasky, Jr., is headquartering 
here on an official U. S. War De- 
partment assignment. 
He’s helping complete a picture on 


the Southwest Pacific. 
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from he consent companies though 
no mention is made of the size of 
blocks to be offered at any one time. 


Changes in the agreement now be- 
ing considered at the Chi indie con- 
fab include easing of the provision 
limiting circuit expansion and would 
allow chains to acquire new houses 
in a territory without obtaining 
court permission in following cases: 
1. Showcase houses; 2. acquiring 
house for road show attractions; 3. 
replacement deal; 4. entrance into 
town where not already represented. 

Pool operators would be given one 
year to discontinue their agreement 
and one member of pool would be al- 
lowed to take over entire owner- 
ship of house and the arbitration of 
designation of run clause has been 
changed to allow indies to partici- 
pate on basis of future acquisition 


Decree Trio Stands 


Federal Judge Henry W. God- 
dard Tuesday (1) reappointed 
and extended until Feb. 1, 1945, 
the terms of George W. Alger, 
chairman; Albert W. Putnam and 
Robert Mc. Marsh, members, of 
the three-man appeal board es- 
tablished under the film indus- 
try’s consent decree. 

Action taken after Tom C. 
Clark, Assistant U. S. Attorney 
General handling the decree, had 
forwarded a request to the court 
to reappoint the men. Attorneys 
for the five consenting com- 
panies also approved the move. 


= 


of theatres. Originally this clause 
applied only to indies doing business 
at time decree was drawn up. 


Another proposal extends time for 
film cancellations because of moral 
or purely local objections and al- 
lows five days to cancel if not play- 
able. 

Clark’s Reaction 


Also being discussed is a clause 
forbidding withholding of prints to 
give a competing exhibitor a prior 
playing date not provided for in his 
license. 

Clark will make a decision within 
30 days, it is expected, on whether 
to-accept the altered proposals or 
throw the entire dispute into Fed- 
eral Court. 

“It would be better for the indus- 
try and all concerned at this time,” 
the Asst. U. S. Attorney said, “to 
have this thing cleared up by nego- 
tiation and not court action.” He 
emphasized that the changes being 
discussed in Chicago do not neces- 
sarily reflect the wishes of the Dept. 
of Justice which still may approve 
or disapprove of the proposals in 
line with its decisions as to merits 


Decree For a Decade 


Continued from page 9 


of the changes as they affect the 
overall decree. 


Pennsy Indies Me& 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 


More than 125 indie theatres were 
represented at the 6th annual meet- 
ing of Allied Independent Theatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania at 
the Hotel Warwick last week. 


Chief speaker was Abram F. 
Myers, general counsel of National 
Allied, who discussed the proposed 
increase in taxes on amusements and 
the consent decree. 


Elected to the board of governors 
for three year terms were David 
Barrist, Harry Fried, Norman Lewis 
and Henry Sork. Alternates chosen 
for one year terms were George 
Ickes, Melvin Koff and Thomas 
Lazarick. 


Sidney E. Samuelson was elected 
general manager: Ben Fertel, treas- 
urer; E. B. Gregory, secretary; Harry 
Chertcoff, national director, with 
Morris Wax and George Ickes, alter- 
nates. JOseph Conway was again 
chosen chairman of the finance com- 
mittee. 


War Loan Drive | 


Continued from page 4 


“bottlenecks” and to lend an ear to 
troubles and problems confronting 
local groups. 

Members of the “Flying Bonds- 
men” group are George J. Schaefer, 
Leonard Goldenson, Robert Mochrie, 
Dan Michalove, Oscar Doob, Abe 
Montague, Joe Vogel, Major Leslie E. 
Thompson, John H. Harris, Herman 
Robbins, Hargy Kalmine and Herman 
Wobber. Most of the members of 
this group were present at the meet- 
ing last Friday when talks were 
made by Skouras, Si Fabian, Fran- 
cis S. Harmon, B. V. Sturdivant, 
Claude Lee and Robert Coyne, assist- 
ant national director of the Treas- 
ury’s War Finance Division. 

Meantime, roundup of bond drive 
activities around the country are 
indicative of the strong effort being 
made by showmen to spur the cam- 
paign. 

More Bonds Than Town’s Pop. 

C. L. Martin, independent exhibi- 
tor operating the Republic, Republic, 
Mo., sold 985 bonds. Total population 
of the town is 841. Theatre seating 
capacity is 300. 

At Quincy, Mass., Frances Dee and 
Alan Marshall sold $200,000 in war 
bonds at a dinner. 

In Philadelphia the Board of Edu- 
cation endorsed the “Junior Home 
Front” tieup which will place 250,000 
Philadelphia school children into the 
Fourth War Loan drive. At least 400 


NEOLITHIC 
AGe) 


Wheaties” and “Breakfase of * 
Champions” are regiscered trade 
marks of General Mills, Ine 


**Gee whiz pop, don’t tell me they had Wheaties in them days...” 


In the Battle of the Sexes, 
Wheaties do indeed play a vital 
role . . . but persuasively, rather 
than through brute force. For in- 


stance, many a wife converts her 
husband from an early morning 


_terfor into a truly civilized being, 


theatres in the city will join in this 
tieup. 

Anne Baxter, at a dinner in Balti- 
more, sold $5,000,000 worth of bonds. 

Franchot Tone and Lucille Ball, 
appearing at a Navy Yard in Phil- 
adelphia, sold $300,000 worth of 
bonds. 

Ella Raines, appearing at the Issac- 
son Iron Works, Seattle, Wash., sent 
bond subscriptions of workers up 
200%. 

John Garfield and Jinx Falkenberg, 
appearing at the Mills Industries 
plant, Chicago, sold $115,000 bonds, 
tripling the quota. They also sold. 
$150,000 worth of bonds at the Utah 
radio products company and $115,000 
worth at a Kiwanis rally in Forest 
Park, II. 

Charles Ruggles and Elaine Shep- 
ard account for the sale of $529,000 
worth of “E” bonds, Owensboro, Ky. 

In Spokane, Edgar Kennedy and 
war heroes, sold $750,000 in war 
bonds at a rally at the Spokane 
Army Air Depot. 

Red Skelton, appearing in Okla- 
homa City, sold $6,865,000 worth of 
bonds. 

W. I. Williams, Victory theatre, 
Eads, Colorado, sold a bond for every 
one of the seats in his 200-seat house. 
Population of Eads is 700. Bonds sold 
in the theatre amounted to $23,050. 

William H. Blair, owner and op- 
erator of the Blair, Osborne, Kan., 
helped the town double its quota of 
bond sales. He sold $134.558 at a 
Blair theatre rally. City’s quota was 
$64,900. 

Theatre operators in Denver plan 
to stage 33 bond preems. 

Treasury officials for Cook County, 
Illinois, stated that Jinx Falkenburg 
and John Garfield, had been largely 
responsible for the selling of $55,000,- 
000 in war bonds during their 10-day 
tour. 

RKO’s $4,000,000 

RKO Pictures and RKO Theatres 
Corp. have purchased $4,000,000 of 
U. S. Treasury Savings Notes Series 
“C” in connection with the Fourth 
War Loan drive. 

Arrangements have been made to 
allocate credit for the purchases 
through local war finance commit- 
tees in cities where there are RKO 
houses or film exchanges. 


$9,000,000 to Date 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Motion Picture War Finance Com- 
mittee announces a record figure of 
$9,000,000 for the first half of the 
Fourth War Loan Drive. Total was 
boosted to $1,500,000 by Warner Bros. 
purchases. 

Although the Hollywood Bond 
Battalion tour for most of the screen 
players ended last weekend, many 
groups will continue to tour for the 
remaining two weeks of the drive. 

RKO Hillstreet Bond SRO 

Premiere at the RKO Hillstreet 
theatre, L. A., last night (31), was a 
complete sellout. 

Bond sale total of $6,140,000 rep- 
resents a bond for each of 3,000 seats. 

A similar bond show is to be held 
next Monday (7) at Grauman’s Chi- 
nese theatre, Hollywood. 


U Newsreeler Back After 


Earle Crotchett, Universal news- 
reel cameraman and war correspond- 
ent, back in N. Y. after two years 
with General Douglas MacArthur, 
was able to obtain about 3,500 feet 
of film on the battle of Gloucester, 
his last assignment before returning 
home. He claimed that the Army 
scissored about 500 feet of this foot- 
age. Crochett expressed the belief 
that much newsreel footage, pre- 
viously censored, would be released 
to various companies after the war 
was ended, 

Admitting it was tough to get any 
battlefront action material, he 
claimed the closer the newsreeler 
got to the battlefront the better the 
cooperation from the military com- 
manders. Crotchett has been with 
U since 1931. 


POSTPONE HOCHSTEIN TRIAL 


Federal Judge Vincent L, Leibell 
Tuesday (1) postponed the trial of 
Harry Hochstein, former Chicago of- 
ficial, until March 7 in N. Y. federal 
court, 

Hochstein is accused of committing 
perjury before a Federal grand jury 
in connection with the recent $1,000,- 
000 extortion trial of six Chicago 


|via a bowlful of Wheaties. 


gangsters. 


2 Years With MacArthur 


met a more receptive audience. It 
was a joy to play for them.” 


Guy Lombardo, maestro at the 
Statler, had to be rescued by police 
from autograph seekers. They sur- 
rounded the platform of the Royal 
Canadians and refused to let him 
lead his sweet musicians, 


Plea for Letters 


At the Lincoln Colonnade ball for 
colored, John Garfield urged all 
sports lovers to write letters to Kid 
Chocolate, former boxing champion, 
who he said had lost both legs and 
is now confined to Walter Reed hos- 
pital. 

Paulette Goddard failed to make 
the Birthday Ball because of a mix- 
up in plane priorities. She was run- 
ning a temperature and needed a 
nurse to administer treatment. On 
the California end the priority was 
sought for a “hair dresser,” by 
mistake. 
granted for such an appendage, the 
reserved space being held for stars 
doing bond work. On the advice of 
her physician Miss Goddard re- 
mained in California rather than 
risk an illness. Fever was supposed 


taken for her latest picture, “Off 
Shore.” 


When John Garfield arrived in 
Washington he was ushered to a 


President’s D. C. Birthday Ball 


Continued from page 8 


No priority would be) 


to have been caused by inoculations | 


hotel suite, discovered its closets 
occupied. Later when he went into 
the bathroom he found the cabinet 
filled with shaving appointments, 
Clothing belonged to army officers. 
Inquiry at the hotel desk disclosed 
that the only suite available was 
one occupied by the two officers 
who were away over the weekend. 
Later another room was found for 
Garfield. Dean Murphy, emcee of 
the Earle theatre, placed his shoes 
in the hotel Statler servidor. When 
he inquired about them they could 
not be found. So he did his stunt 
at the Earle and Capitol theatres in 
his carpet slippers. 


While the star list was not as ime 
pressive as on previous occasions, 
Washington Birthday Ball receipts 
will run 30% over the previous high 
record. Midnight shows were sell- 
outs and hotel reservations for the 
Saturday night (29) whoopee broke 
all records. The increase is attribu- 
ted to the large number of Govern- 
ment workers who had never seen 
a ball in Washington and shelled out 
for the experience. In 1943 the net 
receipts were $143,000 for the cele- 
bration. This year they will reach 
$180,000. Midnight shows at Capitol 
and Earle were sold for $1.65 and 
$2.20. March of Dimes collections 
in the theatre last year netted 
$31,000. This year they will reach 
$60,000. 


Theatres 


New York 


6th WEEK 


CARY GRANT 
JOHN GARFIELD 


in Warner Bros. Hit 


“DESTINATION TOKYO” 


IN PERSON 


CHARLIE BARNET & Ore 


Also Ella Mae Morse 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley 


Doors Open TRAND B’way & 


Merle OBERON @ Geo. SANDERS 
Laird CREGAR 


"The LODGER" 


20th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus A ith Ave. 
pie ROX Y cout 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M. 


RIVOLI & 49th St. 


On the Screen 


7th Week 

Spencer TRACY 

irene DUNNE | In Person 

in M-G-M’s Kathryn GRAYSON 
. i Richard HIMBER 
A Guy | and His Oren 


LOU HOLTZ 
and Others 


Named Joe’; 


In Person 


State 


Thurs., Feb. 3 MARION 

On Screen HUTTON 
Rosalind 
Brian Aherne in} ident 


“WHAT A 


WOMAN!” | WESSON BROS. 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBECK 


B’way & 


Continuous 
45th St. 


Popular Prices ASTOR 


Michele Jack Frank 
MORGAN @ HALEY @ SINATRA 


“HIGHER and HIGHER” 


BWAY & 
47th St. 


Wald’s Objective, Flynn 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Warners handed Jerry Wald the 
producer task on Errol Flynn’s next 
wartime starrer, “Objective Burma.” 
Filming starts about March 1, with 
Raoul Walsh directing from script by 


Alvah Bessie. 


RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 
“JANE EYRE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


\ 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Betty HUTTON 
Eddie BRACKEN 
in Paramount's 
‘The MIRACLE of 
MORGAN'S CREEK’ 


In Person 
Johnny LONG 
& His Orchestra 
Hazel SCOTT 
Gil LAMB 


PARAMOUNT Times Sauare—Mid- 


night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


The Greatest Name in Show Business 


EARL CARROLL 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


21 


State, N. Y. 

Hoctor & Three Hearts 
(4), Louis Jordan Orch (5), Neal 
Stunley & Marti, Tom Howard & 
George Shelton, Gloria Blake, Ed- 
wards Bros. (3), Ruby Zwerling 
House Orch; “Swing Fever” (M-G), 
reviewed in current issue of 
“Variety.” 


Harriet 


Harriet Hoctor, one of the smash 
terpers on the long-vanished big 
time, makes up with classic -finesse 
and her slick, perfected routines, 
whatever she may lack in vigor. 
She moves across the stage with 
impressive grace and polish, hitting 
the high spots in iver ballet and toe 
numbers lightiy rather than forci- 
bly. She comes through with a 
clever as well as_ skillful per- 
formance—registering strongly as a 


name bet for vaude and _ nitery 
bookings. She has three vigorous 
femme terpers ‘(Three Hearts) in 


support, these girls confining them- 
selves mainly to tap routines be- 
tween Miss Hoctor’s appearances. 

Another outstanding turn is, of 
course. the swell Louis Jordan jive 
orch of five including drums, cornet. 
sax, cello asd piano. This small 
sepia unit is one of the best of its 
kind, both for distinctive orchestra- 
tions and surefire vocals. 
Is, Or Is You Ain't My Baby,” “You 
Can't Get That No More” and “G. I. 
Jive” are tunes typical of a sock 
repertoire. 

Neal Stanley, impersonator, has 
added his wife, Marti, to the act, 
which now includes a more exten- 
sive list of takeoffs. They’re an ex- 
cellent combo, cleaning up handily 
at show caught, although some of 
the gag material could be _ bright- 
ened up considerably. Their Jerry 
Colonna-Vera Vague and Nelson 
Eddy-Jeanette MacDonald impres- 
sions are among the best. 

Tom Howard and George Shelton, 
with dated material, click easily 
with their standard comedy turn. 
Their relatively simple routine, with 
the older of the partners trying to 
tell a story while the other heckles 
him unmercifully, rings up a sur- 
prisingly big score in the laugh de- 
partment. 

For the rest, lineup includes 
Gloria Blake, blond singer, in the 
deuce spot, and Edwards Brothers, 
sock acrobatic trio, reviewed sepa- 
rately under New Acts. Mori. 


Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Jan, 28. 
Duke Ellington Orch (16) with 


Ray Nance, Al Guster, Betty Roche, | 


Rex Stewart, Cook & Brown, Al 
Hibbler, Apus & Estralita; “Casanova 
in Burlesque” (Rep). 


Hot music fans, particularly teen 
agers, are having a big inning cur- 
rently at this 5,000 seater where 
Duke Ejidlington, and a galaxy of 
sepia entertainers are dishing out 
plenty in 65 minutes. It’s the first 
local stage show in many months 
and at the session caught the huge 
house was almost filled. 
is a big fave, and any of his com- 
positions whether played by him- 
self at the grand, or by his tooters 
brought solid approval. 

Orch teed off with “Blue Skies” 
and followed with “Slip of the Lip” 
with Ray Nance doing the vocal and 
winning a healthy mitt. His danc- 


ing is also appreciated. Betty 
Roche scores with “Shoo Shoo 


Baby” and a novelty number. 

Band's “Don't Get Around Much 
Anymore” keeps palm pounders in 
action. House aiso approves the 
acro-tap of Al Guster and “C Jam 
Blues,” by the band. Rex Stewart 
of the trumpet section doing ‘Boy 
Meets Horn,” registers another click. 
Eccentric dancing of Cook and 
Brown wins the mob and when 
Ellington follows with a medley of 
his own compositions, the house 
rocks with approval. 

Ellington's latest song, “Do Noth- 
ing Until You Hear From Me” sung 
by Al Hibbler, a blind baritone, is 
sock. Apus and Estralita, a patter 
and dance team cop a solid hand 
with their zany stuff. Session closes 
with orch’s playing “Things Ain't 
What They Used To Be.” Sahu. 


National. L’ ville 
Louisville, Jan. 28. 


Renfro Valley Folks, with Slim 
Miller, Ernie Lee, Travers Twins, 
Blue Mountain Girls, Holden Bros.. 
Earle Keller’s Orch (12); “Isle of 
Forgotten Sins” (PRC). 

John Lair’s barn dance gang, 


Renfro Valley Folks, who air daily 
programs over WHAS constitute the 
entire stage bill. Evidently some 
of the hillbillies were left behind, 
as only 12 performers appear. 
whereas newspaper ads promise “20 


Star acts.” Opening show had few 
lively moments, and moved at a 
slow pace. Ernie Lee, singer and 


guitar player, emcees spending most 
of his time at the mike. He has a 
radio rep and patrons gave him a 
warm welcome. He pleases them 
with his mellow voice and guitar 
accompaniment of “Have I Stayed 
Away Too Long.” 

Entire routine is a succession of 
String music and vocalizing of hill 
country favorites which the Renfro 
8ang does sing on the air. Fiddlers 
and guitar players are seated on 
benches, and move up to the mike 
when called upon. Most of the 
numbers are doleful, and only touch 
of comedy is injected by Slim 


Miller, rustic fiddler, who garners a 


“Is You: 


Ellington | 


few laughs with down to earth Bags. 
He also does a waltz clog which 
perks up the audience for a few 
moments, 

Holden Brothers, singers and 
guitar players, give out with “Be- 
lieve I'm Entitled To You” and “I 
Died for the Red, White and Blue.” 
Blue Mountain Girls, calico dressed 
gals, harmonize in typical hillbilly 
style. as do the Travers Twins. 

John Lair, who handles _ the 
troupe, did not appear at first show 


Friday (28), nor did Granny Har- 
per, elderly femme comic and 
singer, and the Coon Creek girls. 


Barn dance troupe which appears 
at the Renfro Valley shows likewise 
was missing, but were promised 
later in the week. Layout adds up 


|} as pretty monotonous stage fare. ex- 


cept for those who follow the gang 
regularly on the radio. Patrons in 
this area are partial to hillbilly en- 
tertainment, but the sketchy lineup 
at show caught disappointed the cash 
customers. 

Earle Keller's house orch (12) 
play stock tunes to open and close 
the show, and provide the only bit 
of life to the layout. House about 
one-third full at show caught. 

Hold. 


Capitol. Wash. 


Washington, Jan. 27. 
Ray English, Patsy Brewer, 
Gaiente & Leonardo, June Lor- 
raine, Lynn Allison, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s House Orch; “Riding High.” 
(Par). 


Gene Ford’s “Hail to the Chief” 
revue snappy entertainment, 
leaning to the patriotic side. Galente 
and Leonardo, smooth team open 
ballroom with three routines 
strongest of which is a rhumba. 

June Lorraine goes over a series 
of impressions of Hollywood stars 
with her encore, a colloquy between 
Katharine Hepburn and Jimmy 


Durante tieing the house _ into 
knots. 

Patsy Brewer can make oldies 
click via individual arrangements. 


House band- didn't jive with her 
during the first show, but they had 
caught her style with “Alice Blue 
Gown” and result was a solid click. 

Ray English works energetically 
for laughs and gets them. Routine is 
new to F street and he gets the cus- 
tomers applauding. 

Finish has the Kaufman musicians 


in red coats going into a_ service 
medley. Well served vocally with 
Lynn Allison’s coloratura. Arke. 


Hipp, Balio 
Baltimore, Jan. 30. 
Franks (4), Jack Marshall, Wells 
(3). Bob Fuller’s Singing Stylists 
with Jane Wood (7), Felice Iula:and 


House Orch (12); “North Star” 
(RKO). 

Layout'’s playing time held 
down by length of accompanying 
film portion (°The North Star’) 
and gets off to an opening with 


Three Wells, male and two femmes 
in flashy tumbling after which Bob 
Fuller supported by ensemble of five 
supporting voices whack out an 
okay Cohan medley and a group of 
service songs in the accepted groove. 

Jack Marshall, a swift working 
comic with good gags and funny 
business wrapped around a special 
lyric built to his hat twisting routine, 
draws laughs and sets the stage for 
matters well for Four Franks in the 
closing slot. 

Evenly divided quartette plays 
musical instruments and hoofs. ade- 
quately. Satire on “Gone With the 
Wind” has fine comedy and closing 
challenge dance makes for a solid 
clincher. 

Biz very big. Burm. 

Newark 
Newark, Jan. °27. 

Will Osborne’s Orch (14) with 
Mariann: Marion Hutton, Three 
Stooges, Wally Rand; “Drums of Fu 
Manchu.” (Rep.). 

Adams offers a neatly balanced 
bill this week. Band has competition 
from supporting acts and that’s on 
the unusual side for this spot. 


Adams, 


| 


Lean, genial Will Osborne and his} 


recently formed crew get off on the 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. 
bers | Dorsey Orch (21), Gene 
Krupa, Betty Brewer, Paul Regan, 
Edward Sisters (2), Sentimentalists 
(4), Milton Raskin, Sal La Perch; 
an” Aldrich Haunts a House” 
ar). 


No matter how many times 
Tommy Dorsey fires one band and 
organizes another, he always man- 
ages to come up with a winning 
combination. His current outfit 
may not have quite the easy glide of 
the crew he brought to this WB de- 
luxer last year, but it's still head 
and shoulders above the average, 
and for the most part right in the 
TD groove. Result is a show of 60 
swift and silken minutes. 

Then there’s the added marquee 
lure and socko entertainment by 
Gene Krupa, guest-starring on 
the drums. 
man show, for Dorsey virtually per- 


mits Krupa an even turn under the | 


spotlight. Skin-beater also con- 
ducts the orch through “Sleepy 
Lagoon” while TD is trombone-solo- 
ing. After tying things up in knots 


in his specialty, Krupa hikes down |! 


to the mike and speaks a few well- 
chosen: and sincere words of grati- 
tude to both Dorsey and the audi- 
ence. If Krupa has been wary 
about public’s reaction to his recent 
unpleasantness, he can forget about 
it. They were with him every inch 
of the way. 

Dorsey has four saxes, four trum- 
pets, four trombones, three violins, 
viola, cello, bass, guitar, drums and 
piano, and the blend’s right in his 
groove. Starts with “Song of In- 
dia,” featuring Sal La Perch, a local 
trumpeter who recently joined him 
after a year with Hal McIntyre, and 
then brings the Sentimentalists 
down for “Sunny Side of the Street” 
and “Shoo Shoo Baby.” They're 
four girls whose voices merge pleas- 
antly. Milton Raskin, pianist, next 
goes to town on a_ boogie-woogie 
and then it’s Krupa for his sockeroo 
specialty. He’s a tough guy to fol- 
low but Betty Brewer, band’s femme 
vocalist, overcomes the handicap. 
Crowd wouldn't let her off and was 
still screaming after four numbers, 
“Put Your Arms Around Me,” “No 
Love, No Nothing,” “‘Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love” and “Murder 


He Says.” Latter is weakest of the 
lot, it’s not her type. 
Although ads_ carried Jimmy 


Cook’s name as featured male vocal- 
ist, he didn’t show up with Dorsey 
and no explanation was given. Two 
outside acts both ring the bell. Paul 
Regan cleans up with his standard 
impersonation turn in a manner, 
that qualifies him for a berth with 
the top mimics, and Edward Sisters, 


pair of sepians, point out a satisfac- | 


tory but distinctive session. 
However, they share the crowd's 
continuous enthusiasm the 


Dorsey show and go over big. 

Five shows scheduled for opening 
day (Friday) instead of the usual 
four. However, house was only half 
full at the first show, suggesting the 
getaway could have profitably been 
confined to the customary number 
of performances. Cohen. 


Earle, Wash. 
Washington, Jan. 28. 
Dean Murphy, Samuels (3), Paul 
Sydell & Spotty, Eileen Ritter, Jo 
Lombardi’s House Orch; “Fighting 
Seabees.” (Rep). 


Harry Anger lengthened his stage | 


this week by covering up the pit 
and moving Jo Lombardi’s musi- 
cians to the stage. After a produc- 
tion opening by Roxyettes, Eileen 
Ritter warbles “Shoo Shoo Baby” 
and a medley of pop tunes to pre- 
cede Paul Sydell and his trained 
terriers fer a warm response. 

Three Samuels in gaudy 
military outfits do their tap routine, 
with the comic extracting a few 
laughs with his cut-ups. Routine is 
familiar but done with showman- 
ship. 

Roxyettes introduce Dean Mur- 
phy, for a fast round of Hollywood 
impressions. He is a glib conversa- 
tionalist and his line of chatter has 
many laughs. Encore is his cameo 
of President Roosevelt 


right foot with a stepped up ar-| makes no attempts for laughs. Extra 
rangement of “Shoo, Shoo Baby”| bit is an impression of the first Lady 


Sweet 


laient 1S 


and follow with “How 
Are.” His fair vocal 
hanced by a friendly personality 
across. Band features a 
from “Oklahoma,” a solid scoring of 
“Rese Room.” pointing up a clarinet 
and drum solo. 

Mariann, femme chirper, a willowy 


en- 
that 


vets 
get 


blonde registers with “Embrace Me” 
and “No Love.” 

Marion Hutton, now a _ single, 
works hard and her efforts, in 


the main, are appreciated. A ballad, 
however, would help her routine. 
After hearing her bang across four 
shout arrangements, the 


listener | 


You} 


medley | 


addressing the Girl Scouts. This en-; 


gagement is a special booking to 


allow Murphy to emcee the mid- 
night President’s Birthday show 
|He’s a_ solid click. Roxyettes 
close with a fast routine. This 
is 48 minutes of fast revue, 
beautifully lighted, staged, and 
paced. Arke. 


hopes for but doesn't get a change | 


in tempo. 

The Three Stooges open without 
Moe Howard, who at show caught 
was bedded with flu. They do best 
with creaky material apparently 
feeling there’s no need for new gags 
as long-as the ancient quips click. 

Wally Rand shapes balloons into 
animals and does a clever takeoff 
on Jimmy Savo. He's a pleasant bill 
rounder-outer, 


All in all, the show provides 
Adams patrons with plenty hand 
exercise. Ring. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 28. 
Coco, Steve & Teddy, Ray Mar- 
tell, Patiy Petite, MacHorn, Ginger 
Ebert; Tower Orch (9) with Jack 


Parks & Marilyn Ballinger; “Heat's 


On” (Col) and “So’s Your Uncle” 


(U). 


The 40-minute revue this week is | 


a blend of four standard turns, a 
Discovery Night winner and the 
house orch, tied into a neat pack- 
age by a_personable m.c., and 
brought up to the minute with a 
bond pitch. 

Show gets underway as the Tower 
orch swings out with “Dig Down 
Deep.” with Marilyn Ballinger chic 
warbler, with two choruses. On first 
is Patty Petite, tall brunet tapster, 


It's practically a two- | 


blue | 


in a three | 
minute talk which has dignity and | 


in a couple of rhythm numbers. 
MacHorn follows with a juggling 
act, Indian clubs, along with a har- 
monica solo, and a fast tap wind- 
up. Juggling is really smooth, 
Current “Discovery Night” win- 
ner is a cute five-year-old, Ginger 
Ebert. Opens with “What's the 
Good Word, Mr. Bluebird?” and fol- 


lows with a fast bit of hoofing. 
Nearly tied things up at show 
caught. Ray Martell, emcee, is a 


mimic whose subjects include film, 
radio and_ political personalities. 
Stubholders give him a nice round 
of palmwhacking. 

In _ the closing spot, Coco, Steve and 
Teddy combine lifting and balanc- 


ing stunts with patter and com- 
ery biz. The juves go for their 


clowning. They took two bows. 
Canacity when caught. Earl. 


Apollo, aVe Y. 

Benny Carter Orch (14) with 
Savannah Churchill; Nino Ghezzi, 
Evelyn Ware, Spider Bruce, George 
Williams, Johnny Vigal, “Yak” 
Taylor, Berry Bros. (2); “Whisper- 
ing Footsteps” (Rep). 


| Benny Carter’s return to this Har- 


lem swing citadel marks his first 
local appearance since his Holly- 


wood hegira, where he was spotted 
in “Thousands Cheer” (M-G). Car- 
ter’s current band, compounded into 
three rhythm, seven brass and four 
reeds, is not one of his best, but 
packs sufficient sparkle without be- 
ing calorific. Sectionally, it holds 
up, notably in the sax division, but 
the ensemble efforts are limpid and 
not on a par with the solo work. As 
; war bands go, however, this one 
| will do. 

Carter's own handicraft on the 
brass and reeds is, as always, in- 
vested with an exciting and in- 
candescent quality, and he keeps the 
band going in high gear. He's also 
an easy and amiable emcee in in- 
troing the numbers and foiling for 
Savannah Churchill. 

Miss Churchill a_ sultry song- 
stress. establishes herself here in a 


brace of lowdown numbers that 
evoke strong response. She's on 
for the jump stuff, with Evelyn 


Ware, featured with the band, hand- 
ling the rhythm end. Latter is 
clicko in intoning “My Ideal” and 
“Shoo-Shoo Baby.” 

Nino Ghezzi, now going it as a 


single, has whipped up a_hand- 
balancing variation of his former 


duo turn, posing his frame on mov- 
able blocks atop a portable minia- 
ture stairway. Closing bit is his 
standard inverted-jitterbug routine, 
which gets him. off to a nice hand. 

The Berry Brothers, flashing a 
| Strong brand of terping are on for a 
knockabout finale. sending the cus- 
tomers out in a lather. 

Between specialty acts, the Apollo 
house comics, headed by George 
Williams and Spider Bruce, beam 
their skits to an appreciative audi- 
ence. Jona, 


Embassy. N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

Push in Italy features this week's 
array of newsreel clips on display 
here, headed by a very enlightening 
and interesting report by Gen, Mark 
Clark, with background shots of his 
troops on the move for added effect. 
Varied but a little slow in spots due 
principally to the length of some 
clips and repetition, show is gen- 
erally good. 

To the Clark item is tied a Pathe 
release, with action shots, showing 
the Canadians taking Ortona. Sev- 
eral German prisoners are camevraed, 
most of them appearing surly. The 
same prisoners appear in the exact 
same shots in a Universal clip which 


| follows, dealing with aid being 
rendered starving and homeless 

| Italian natives. 

| Very interesting is Par’s contri- 
bution on the new jet plane. While 

| sequence explains that it can’t be | 


photographed, an animated drawing 


| Washington Air Corps official dis- 
cussing it briefly. In the flight di- 


vision also is the mightiest of planes, 
the new Mars which recently took 
off for Hawaii. An exciting item is 
the one about Maj. Gregory Boying- 
| ton who downed 26 Jap planes in the 
South Pacific but is now missing. A 


| shows how the airship works, with a | 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 29. 
Bill Robinson, Kidoodlers (4), 
Cook & Christy, Gaynor & Ross, Lite 
tle Sisters (3); “Swing Out the 
Blue” (Col). 


All's well here this week with 
Bill Robinson heading an entertain- 
ing and diversified bill which has 
plenty entertainment. Ray Lang’s 
house orch is on stage at this show. 

Gaynor and Ross give the show a 
fast start with a roller skating turn 
done on a raised platform. Out- 
standing trick, the femme's one-leg 
spins, go over well. 

The Kidoodlers, four males, click 
with musical novelties and nonsense. 
Combine violin, bass, guitar and 
gadgets with neat harmonizing to 
put over “Circus Comes to Town,” 
“Chinatown,” “Old McDonald Had a 
Farm,” “Old 97” and “Pistol Packin’ 
Mamma.” A hit. 

Three Little Sisters have the ap- 
pearance of an amateur’ group 
cavorting at a dance school recital. 
Girls have acro ability. and some 
tricks are Oaky but they haven't a 
good enough routine for big time. 

Cook and Christy are a comedy 
hit in this house. Christy who acts 
as emcee, and Cook both know how 
to get the most out of a gag. Act 
achieves hilarious results. -A hit. 

Bill Robinson comes on to a hand 
and there was plenty of palm 
whacking throughout the turn. The 
audience goes for his stories and 
dance routines for a solid score. 


Morg. 
RKO. Bostoa 
Boston, Jan. 27. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (18); Peg 


Leg Bates, Coley Worth & Marcia; 
“Sing a Jingle” (U). 

_The Jimmy Dorsey layout sets a 
high standard, band is one of the 
best, considering the tribulations all 
orchs undergo these days and outfit 
is at an impressive peak of excel- 
lence. Although there are only two 
specialties with the band here, both 
are wow. Moreover, the two vocal- 
ists are fine. As a result the show 
has plenty of drive, and it leaves 
the customers wanting more—a 
sound practice. 

While there are 14 brasses, ar- 
rangements do not permit them to 
blow their tops until the final all- 
out number. The result is a steady 
build-up which sends the fans. All 
the jive numbers—“One O'Clock 
Jump,” “John Silver,” “Holiday for 
Strings” and “King Porter” conse- 
quently brought a lot of hearty 
kudos. 

Gladys Tell, 
does “There'll 
Berlin,” 
others, 


warbler, 
Time in 
Baby” and 
effect, while 


the orch 
Be a Hot 
“Shoo-Shoo 
all with sock 
Paul Carley. a pleasant baritone, 
does “My Heart Tells Me,” “How 
Sweet You Are” and other squashy 


tunes, wringing them practically 
drv. Both vocalists win big hands, 


Peg Leg Bates floors them, as al- 
ways, with his’ standard  acro- 
tappery, and Coley Worth and 
Marcia, in the ace spot, are ditto 
with a comedy turn on the rough 
side. Show clicks from the outset 
and biz, at opening, was mammoth. 

Elie. 


Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Jan. 29. 

Carl & Faith Simpson, DeBarrie’s 
Birds, Dick Gordon, E! Cota & Co., 
Wilfred Du Bois, Ace High Steppers 
(8), Ed Resener House Orch; “Coune- 
ty Fair” (Rep). 

Keith's stock is over par this 
week with a variety of musical, 
comedy and novelty acts that cus- 
tomers like. Dick Gordon sets ‘them 
a lively pace with his slick work as 


emcee and scores on his own with 
vocals topped by “Great Dav.” “My 
Heart Tells Me,” “Oklahoma” tunes. 
Nice singing. 

E] Cota, comic xylophonist and 


dancer, continues on the trail blazed 
by Prof. Lamberti with something 
added this vear in the way of audi- 
ence particination. Cota distributes 
paver bags to the crowd to blow up 
while playing “Pop Goes _ the 
Weasel.” 

The DeBarries stir up some in- 
terest with their winged troupe in- 


fierce air battle is included. | cluding eight cockatoos and a bird, 
Among miscellaneous clips dealing | d subtract 
with the war or personalities in it | a be whe numoer 
times 
are Gen. Bernard L. Montgomery's 
arrivs ann where « warm,  witred Dubois gets warm 
arrival in London, where a warm | contion with Gumerxt 
| welcome is given him, an editorial | 
item relating to the Polish-Rus ian | balls Climaxes 
question, a short talk bv Admiral j by als ir 
| Halsey in which he makes a bond-| Tings, while balancing a revolving 
buying plea. laying of an oil pipeline | °® OF ad 
in Italy, heavy howitzers being | Carl and Fai ‘ Sin pson put on @ 
|}smart puppet show with their at- 


tested on home ground, and launch- 
ing of a cruiser. 

This week's News Forum has 
Marquis Childs, commentator, inter- 
viewing Sen. Kilgore of West Vir- 
ginia and Congressman Gathing of 
Arkansas, who present opposing 
| views on the question of the soldier 
| vote. Exceptionally well done and 
| interesting as well as informative. 
| A short that carries intense appeal 
iis a release in the This Is America 
| series, distributed by RKO and 
| called “Letter to a Hero.” 

In addition to some sports and 
other matter, show includes a Lew 
| Lehr special on point rationing with 
Edgar Kennedy supplying several 
laughs. Char. 


tractively garbed marionettes, top- 
per being a strip tease. Line offers 
three snappy routines. Biz was look- 
ing up when caught. Corb. 


Pete Dailey Named U 
Studio Publicity Head 


Hollywood. Feb. 1. 

Universal upped J.- W. (Pete) 
Dailey to studio publicity director to 
fill the post held by the late Terry 
De Lapp. 

Joe Lawlor moved into Dailey’s 
old spot as studio contact with news- 
papers throughout the country. 
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Wednesday. February 2, 1914 


Maxon FM Survey Reveals Few Beefs 
On Part of Set Owners; Shows Low 


by the Maxon agency, N. Y., seek- 
ing to determine the place FM broad- 
easting is going to occupy in the 
years immediately following the war 
brought out the interesting response 
from nearly 80° of FM setowners 
participating that, if radio’s top pro- 
grams were available on both FM 
and AM bands, the participants 
would prefer to hear the programs 
on FM. 

Significance of these replies is 
pointed up by decisions in the past 
few weeks on the part of NBC and 
CBS to offer all network commercial 
and sustaining programs to their FM 
affiliates. The Maxon survey, em- 
‘bracing listeners of WGYN, New 
York: WCAU-FM, Philly; WENA, 
Detroit. and WMFM, Milwaukee, 
seemingly was thorough enough to 
give positive indications that FM, 
despite the body blow it received 
when war interfered with set and 
equipment manufacture, has made a 
hit with those now in possession of 
frequency modulation receivers and 
serviced by FM outlets. 

Further emphasizing this is the 
fact that, except in rare instances, 
FM programs have not had the all 
around pull, day-by-day, that AM 
outlets have been able to offer with 
network shows featuring popular 
artists. 

Cross-Section 

Results of the Maxon survey as 
presented by Preston H. Pumphrey 
at the FMBI meeting at the Hotel 
Commodore last week reflected a 
cross-section of nearly 1,000 set own- 
ers, replies being received from about 
33°, of 2,857 listeners canvassed. Of 
these, the report revealed, better 
than 42°, were office workers, skilled* 
laborers and other small, miscellane- 
ous groups. Execs and owners of 
businesses totaled only 13.8, and 
this was labeled a distinct “surprise” 
by Pumphrey. Engineers and tech- 
nicians accounted for 25°,, and the 


professional class occupied a 19% 
slice of the overall group. Ninety 
percent of the questionnaires were 
filed out and returned by male 


tioned. 
Main reason for purchases of FM 
(Continued on page 32) 


“Switch” to Switch As 
Eversharp Program 
Bows on Blue Mar. 7 


Eversharp has signed for the 7-7:30 
Tuesday night slot on 160 Blue net- 
work stations, inaugurating a once- 
weekly series on March 7, with the 
Biow agency, which is handling th 
account, currently auditioning shows 
to fill the stanza. 

Originally the agency had pla: 
to put on a show called 
teners Digest,’ recorded 
the top radio spots of the week. Set- 
up called for recording about 40 eve- 
ning shows a week and 
ing. seven for rebroadcast as the best 
comedy spot, best news spot, best 
orchestration, etc. 

Idea fell through when AFRA re- 
fused to allow them to make the 
ET's unless they paid full-fee to the 
artists equal to the fee the artist 
received on the original broadcast. 
AFRA’s ruling was a consequence of 
the terms of the Code of Fair Prac- 
tice for live commercial broadcast- 
ing which prohibits use of 
line recordings except by the 
nal sponsor or affiliated 
panies. 

“Awake at the Switch” is now 
heard at that hour on the Blue, buf 
will probably be shifted when Ever- 
sharp takes over. 


ehnea 


origi- 


his com- 


MINERVA PIOUS TO 


| 


| 


|ment has been 
members of the family group ques- | 


Premieres 


(Feb. 2 to Feb. 12) 
Feb. 5 
“American Story,” documen- 
tary history of American litera- 
ture; 7-7:30 p.m., Saturdays; 
WEAF-NBC; sustaining. 
Feb. 6 
“The Star and the Story,” with 
Walter Pidgeon and guest stars; 
8-8:30 p.m., Sundays; WABC- 
CBS; Goodyear Rubber Co.; 
Young & Rubicam agency. 
Feb. 8 
“The Listening Post,” variety 
and drama; 10:45-lla.m., Tues- 
days through Fridays; WJZ- 
Blue; Saturday Evening Post; 
MacFarland, Aveyard & Co. 
agency. 
Feb. 9 
“My Best Girls,” drama; 8:30- 
9 p.m., Wednesdays; WJZ-Blue; 
Sterling Drugs, Inc.; Young & 
Rubicam agency. 


Lorillard Buys 


Chi Ball Series 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Contracts have been signed by 
P. Lerillard and Co. for Old Gold 


cigarets and the Walgreen Drug Co., 
of Chicago, to co-sponsor all play by 
play broadcasts of the Chicago Cubs 
and White Sox for the 1944 season 
over WJJD and WIND. Exclusive 
rights to coverage for Chicago on 
both at home and out of town games 
of the two teams was obtained by 
the Ralph L. Atlass outlets several 
weeks ago. In the past as many as 
five different stations were broad- 
casting the games simultaneously. 
Sponsors will participate on alter- 
nate days and an amiable arrange- 
worked out in re- 
double headers. All 


gard to the 


games will be aired to their conclu-’ 
games | 


sion with the out-of-town 
coming in on the ticker tape. Sched- 
ule includes 14 home night games 
for the White Sox. Cub games will 
go out over 
are to be aired by 
| nouncers have not yet been selected. 

Quarter-hour periods preceding 
play-by-play accounts of both teams 
will be devoted to player inter- 
views. On WJJD the time has been 
sold to the Consolidated Royal 
'Chemical Corp. for Krank’s Shave 


- | Cream, while the WIND session has 


| been secured by the Pilsen Brew- 


“Radio Lis- | 
reprise of | 


then select- | 


off-the- | 


| broadcasting 
i the 
| isfaction or 


QUIT BENNY SHOW 


Minerva Pious is quitting the Jack 
Benny show after the Feb. 6 stanza 
and entrains the following ony for 
New York. 

Not known yet whether iat to 
return to the Fred Allen show as an 
occupant of “Allen’s Alley.” Accord- 


ing to agreement between Benny 
and Allen, signed when the latter 


went off the air last summer, Miss 
Pious was to return to Allen when- 
ever he so requested. 


Allen himself doesn’t know if 


she'll go back on his stanza upon her 
return to N. Y. 


ing Co. of Chicago. Sponsors were 


| represented by the J. Walter Thomp- | 


son and 
agencies, 


Schwimmer & _ Scott 


WJJD and Sox games | 
WIND. An-| 


Kremer Joins L&F; To 
Direct “Grand Central’ 


Ray Kremer, former director of 
“Famous Jury Trials’ on the Blue 
network, Tuesdays, 9-9:30 p.m., 
leaves Transamerican Radio, Ine., on 


| Friday (4) to join Lambert & Feasely. 


Income Groups Live Sales Prospects 


A recent listener survey conducted ¢ 


He takes over the directorial chore 
on the Pillsbury Flour “Grand Cen- 
tral Station,” which goes on the air 
Feb. 19 over CBS, 10-10:30 a.m. 

Kremer also directed the Metro 
radio shows for Transamerican. No 
successor has been named for the 
“Jury Trials” stanza. 


19% of GE's 
"44 Adv. Budget 
To Bally FM 


Add to ever increasing signs that 
FM post-war development is going 
to be tremendous the revelation last 
week by C. R. Barhydt, of General 
Electric, that the company is devot- 
ing a generous 75‘« slice of its en- 
tire 1944 advertising budget, esti- 
mated at over $2,000.000, to tell the 
story of frequency modulation and 
its expected course. 

The GE spokesman, speaking at 
the FMBI meeting in New York, also 
declared that FM would dominate 
the concern’s post-war product de- 
sign, merchandising and advertising 
program with the first unrestricted 
line expected to consist of about 
20° FM models (by units) repre- 
senting an estimated 60°) in dollar 
volume. 

Citing a GE survey and one by the 
National Ass'n of Manufacturers es- 
timating a deferred demand for 
radio receivers at 25,000,000 by the 
end of this year, Barhydt said the in- 
dustry probably would produce 5,- 
000,000 FM home sets in the first 
full year following lifting of manu- 
facturing restrictions. 

Another phase of the FM picture 
was presented by Lee McCanne, sec. 
and asst. gen. mgr. of Stromberg- 
Carlson, who foresaw the possibility 
that many smaller AM stations now 
operating, he mentioned 700 or 800, 
might be jnduced to enter the FM 
field seeking better day and night 
coverage, low operating costs, etc.. 
and thus open the AM dial for a 
few transcontinental and district sta- 
tions to operate with much greater 
power than at present. Stromberg- 
Carlson intends to develop this pos- 
sibility and work for its culmination, 
| McCanne asserted. 

Stressed by reps of all Manufac- 
turers attending the FMBI confab, 
other concerns on hand _ including 
RCA-Victor, Crosley, Zenith, Gray- 
bar, Freed and Radio Engineering 
Labs, was the industry’s determina- 
tion to keep FM manufacturing 
standards at the highest feasible 
levels to capitalize on the new re- 
ceiving method’s strongest talking 
and best selling point—unsurpassed 
clearness of reception, 
absence of static. 


“Information, Please’ Some Fly 


FCC Chairman James Lawrence 
Fly, speaking at the Wednesday (26) 
luncheon session of the FM Broad- 
casters, Inec., New York powwow, 
qualified for a spot on “Allen's 
Alley,” or a guest appearance on 
“Can You Top This,” with his 
series of answers to some ques- 
tions which right now are bothering 
a major portion of the radio indus- 
try. Although acknowledging the 
increasing imvortance of FM ir 
and allied industries 
chairman gave little sat- 
information to 
FM’ers hopeful of gaining a hint as 
to the commissioner's “off the rec- 
ord” attitude on the expected con- 
troversy when action on FM’s re- | 
quest for additional broadcasting | 
room on the high frequency spec- 


~ 


FCC 


trum reaches Washington. 


Here are some of 
marks: 

“To capture anything approaching 
the benefits of frequency modulation 
you must have high fidelity. Some 
of the broadcasters may well need 


, something in the nature of a high 


‘colonic irrigation. 


You don’t need 
high fidelity to get the mentally dis- 


torting, cheap, emotional droolery of 


soap operas. Or to get the odds on 


those | 


the Fly re. | 


the seventh at Hialeah, or the con- 
tinued hawking of money give-away 
schemes. 
with bailing wire and that’s what it 
rates. 

“I think the industry ought to get 


started today to redetermine what 
| the standard of broadcasting serv- 
}ice to the public is going to be— 


| what is high fidelity—and what is it 
|} going to mean to the public in your 
communities. 

“Q.—What provisions 
made to cover so-called trade areas 
in the wide open spaces where trade 
areas may be so large that it would 
; be impossible to build a tower, etc., 
etc.? 

A.—I think the simple solution 
| there is just to plow under the rural 
areas and leave just enough room 
,for the golf courses and a few con- 
centration camps for the AM ad- 
| dicts, 

“Q.—What is going to be done to 
suppress automebile ignition? 

“A.—Well, I think you would have 
to get right at the root of that 
trouble. I suggest that we require 


the automobile industry to shift to 

jet propulsion and set up a uniform, 

consistent speed of 186,000 miles-per- 
(Continucd on page 32) 


fidelity and| 


You can put that stuff out | 


| handled 
| broadcast last vear. 


Answers to a Few $64 Questions 


| Dolly 


have been | 


U. S. Rubber, Goodyear Among 5 
To Get Goodwill Radio Awards 


Suds in Your Eyes 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 
There were crimson 
pans around WCAM, Camden, 
N. J., outlet last week following 
the broadcast of a prize fight 
from the Cambfia Stadium here. 


Bill Markward, announcer, 
called the manager of the win- 
ning boxer to the mike and 


asked him to say something to 
the radio audience. 

The manager cracked: “My 
boy looked great tonight. It 
looks like he'll go places—if he 
only lays off the beer!” 

The show i, sponsored by a 
Camden brewery. 


Cowles Chain Ist 


To Drop Hitches 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
the first major swing 
and hitech- 


Probably 
away from cowcatcher 


hike announcements by midwestern 


local stations has been made by the 
Iowa Broadcasting Co., operators of 
KSO and KRNT, Des Moines, Ia., 
WMT, Cedar Rapids, Ia., and WNAX, 
Yankton, S. D., all on the Columbia 
network. 


Although the CBS ban on this prac- 
tice does not become effective until 
Oct. 1, the Cowles chain has already 
adopted the CBS regulations to both 
national spot and local accounts. Pro- 
cedure is applicable immediately to 
new accounts. Management of the 
stations report that requests to ac- 
counts running cows or hitches on 
Jan. 1, asking them to conform to the} 
new regulations immediately, met 
with gratifying response. Those de- 
murring were given until Oct. 1 to 
comply, coinciding with the network 
deadline. 


Hoyt, Ruth or Gomez 
May Expert Baseball 


“Info” Series on WINS. 


WINS, New York, which 
carry the Gillette-sponsored 1944 
Yankee and Giant baseball games, 
is setting a 15-minute post broad- 


cast spot for 
“Information Please.” 


will | 


Latter session 


will probably be sponsored, but deal | 


has not been clinched as yet. 


Station’s baseball expert will an- 
swer. queries sent in by listeners, 
with a pair of ducats for the next 


day’s game going to the fan whose 
question is fumbled by the expert. 

Understood that Waite Hoyt is fa- | 
vored for the expert post, but the | 
former Yankee and Giant hurler 
may be tied up by a Cincinnati 
broadcasting commitment. Hoyt 
the Reds’ play-by-play 
Also under con- 
for the spot are Babe 
Lefty Gomez, Stan Lomax and 
Stark. 


sideration 
Ruth, 


CIGAR SPONSOR LIKELY 
FOR BENNY GOODMAN 


Benny Goodman expects to return 
to the air 


a-week 15-minute show sponsored 
by a cigar company. 
Negotiations nearing completion. 


with terms at the inking stage. 


Several Sponsors Eye 


Janet Blair Program 


Program offering Janet Blair. Co- 
lumbia Pictures star, as featured 
singer on a 15-minute, thrice weekly 
stanza with an orch and vocal group 
as background, is making the radio 
agency rounds with several sponsors 
reportedly interested. 

Show would emanate from 
Coast. 


the 


Noel Mills returns to an acting! 


role on “Easy Aces” Feb. 9, follow- | 
ing a tour in the play, “My Sister | 
Eileen.” 


a diamond version of | 


in April on a three-times- | 


¢ National Conference of Christians 
and Jews will make five radio 
Awards of Distinguished Merit in 
connection with Brother Week Feb. 
20-26, in recognition of the impor- 
tant role radio is playing in the pro- 
motion of goodwill and brotherhood 
amongst all faiths and religions. 

Awards, in the form of citations, 
will be made to the U. S. Rubber 
Co. for sponsorship of the intermis- 
sion talks during the N. Y. Philhar- 
monie Symphony orch Sunday after- 
noon broadcasts by Carl Van Dorn, 
a series called “American Scrip- 
tures.” Goodyear Rubber Co, will 
receive an award for sponsorship of 
the “Salute to Youth” program on 
NBC Sept. 7 last year, during which 
a dramatization of a chaplain’s work 
with the U. S. armed forces in North 
Africa was given. 

WHP, Harrisburg, will be cited as 
the independent = station which, 
throughout 1943, continuously broad- 
cast a high standard of programs 
fostering goodwill. Dr. Walter Van 
Kirk, religious news reporter heard 
over NBC, and the Mutual network 
for its “Minute of Prayer” each 
night, will also receive awards. 


44.4 Hooper For 
4-Net Bond Show 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
The big four-net radio program 
which opened the 4th War Loan 
Drive Jan. 17 had a Hooper rating of 
44.4 and was heard by more than 
42,000,000 Americans, Ted R. Gamble, 
national director of the Treasury's 


War Finance Division, announced 
Friday (28). 

Show, from 9 to 10 p.m. EWT was 
piped out by NBC, CBS, Blue and 
| Mutual. Survey showed that 46°. of 
pesea families with radios had 
their sets turned on and 96.4% of 


these were listening to the program. 

Next highest rating that week was 
a Bob Hope program with a Hooper 
| of 37.6. The big bond airer featured 
{Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
| Morgenthau, General Dwight D. 
| Eisenhower, Admiral Chester Nimitz, 
| Bing Crosby, Ginny Simms, John 
| Charles Thomas, Capt. Ronald Rea- 
gan, etc. 

Among other bond drive 
| reported by the Treasury: 
| Constance Bennett, Elsa Maxwell 
| 


features 


j}and Kitty Carlisle appeared at the 
| Hartford, Conn., Community Theatre 
29. 
Ralph Edwards’ “Truth and Con- 
sequences” air show is expected to 
net over $8,000,000 in bond sales in 
| five performances in the South. 
| Te n performances of “It’s the 
| Coy,” soldier musical show 
Camp McCoy, Wis., grossed 
sates Of $5,760,000 in a iour of 


consin cities. 


Me- 
from 
bond 
W is- 


For Woolley-Kaye Show 
As Ettinger, Holland East 


Hollywood, Feb. 

| With Ed Ettinger and Maury Hol- 
land returning to the New York of- 
‘fice of the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, Joe Bigelow takes over as 
chief writer of the Monty Woolley- 
Sammy Kaye Wednesday night pro- 
gram for Old Gold on CBS Al 
Rinker will handle the production 
reins. Holland formerly produced, 
while Ettinger headed the writing 
staff; which also included Bob Rich- 
| ards and Jack Huston. 
The new assignments for Ettinger 
| and Holland are still undetermined 
las yet by the N. Y. office. 

Meanwhile, Woolley continues on 


| the program until June 1, when he’s 
due east for a new legit show. Pre- 
viously, it was considered likely that 
The Beard would be forced to check 
off the program this winter or spring 
because of the legit commitment. 


Eid Upped As D. C. Spieler 
Washington, Feb. 1. 

Leif Eid, chief of the NBC Wash- 
'ingion newsroom, has been upped 
to commentator. He handles five 
weekly web shows plus a series of 
local news commentaries for WRC, 
the NBC outlet. He’s a former New 
| York and West Coast reporter. 


eed 
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“Hit and Run” Criticism 


Every so often an article creeps into print that, regardless of 
whether its motive is serious or flippant, is still:in bad taste. 
Such a one is that published in the current issue of Vogue, writ- 
ten by Harriet Van Horne, radio editor of the N. Y. World- 
‘Telegram. Titled “Things I Hate in Radio,” it’s a categorical 
repudiation of all types of air programs, ranging from the day- 
time serial to news commentators, comedy show s and commer- 
cial announcements. Miss Van Horne hates them all. 


Even allowing for the justification of the criticisms that she 
hurls in the 20-odd illustrations embodied in her “hate” article 
(although a great many of them obviously stem from personal 
sinha}, the blanket indictment of radio is w holly unwarranted. 
By afew flippant gymnastics on the typewriter key s, the author 
tries to brush aside the very marked advances toward maturity 
that radio has made in its short but productive career, Adinit- 
tedly its growth is far from complete; it is still groping for the 
right kind of program for the vast audience of daytime listeners. 
Yet nowhere in Miss Van Horne’s article does one get an ink- 
ling of those daytime programs that are both intelligent and 
progressive in their approach to present-day problems and at 
the same time satisfy the femme dial twisters. 


Miss Van Horne hates lady commentators. Okay, there are 
some that giggle half their time away. But some listeners like 
giggling. Wouldn’t it be fairer in damning radio to give the 
other side of the picture and at least ac know ledge the existence 
of such serious and able “lady” commentators as, say, Elizabeth 
Bemis and Lisa Sergio? 


Instead of shouting “Turn that thing off!", Miss Van Horne, 
who should know her way around a dial, could, by continuing to 
twist, find a program that will satisfy her, even as the early 
morning defense worker, the kid listeners, the Gl’s and the 
nighttime earbenders will also find their favorite programs. 
After all, there are 130,000,000 tastes that radio is catering to. 


As radio editor of one of the top metropolitan dailies, Miss 
Van Horne could do a lot to help radio grow. But criticism, to 
be helpful, must be constructive, not of the “hit and run” va- 
riety. Such an overall condemnation, particularly when appear- 
ing in a slick paper mag with a large national circulation, can 
only leave one with the impression that the author has aspira- 
tions of becoming a wise-cracking and witty columnist, not 
averse to sacrificing truth to achieve a bon mot, instead of tak- 
ing seriously the post she holds in her own field. 

Music, literature and the theatre have all produced outstand- 
ing critics who, by their analytical treatment and able judgment, 
have helped these arts in their growth. Radio, the newcomer, 
has as vet failed to produce such a school. Instead of choosing 
to be flippant, Miss Van Horne could get in on the ground floor 
and doa job in helping to remedy the weaknesses that radio is 
still heir to. 


“What's New” 
Switch to Half Hr. 


“What's New?,” 60-minute Satur- KSTP is first Twin City radio sta- 
day nt al (7-8) variety program] tion to go in for commercial tele- 
sponsore = 

. eg Pars RCA on the Blue net With railroad and hotel fa- 
work, switches to a half-hour begin-| 
ning March 4. Full-hour show winds| Cilities taxed it’s offering as a sub- 
up Feb, 26, marking termination of} stitute for conventions a television 
show's second 13-week series. broadcast of meetings 

Decision to switch to a half-hour with salesmen and other officials sit- 
show, which will oocupy the 7:30-8| thi Bt. 
p.m. slot, reversed an earlier deci-| in at the ot. studio, 
sion of RCA execs to let the entire For the Minneapolis Moline Co., 
show drop with the Feb. 26 broad-| war industry at Minn., it 
— However, weekend huddles onal televised a meeting at the plant 
Sulted in the try-again edict for the] | 

showing new machinery for the 

30-minute stanza, although the new at 

. nei of salesmen wh 
show's format, cast, etc., is undecided | OF 

i} ent in the St. Paul studio 

Stanley Hubbard, 


KSTP, Mols., Televises 
Sales Powwows, Solves 
Travel, Hotel Snags 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 
vision. 


executives’ 


Hopkins, 


as vet. 


Almost since its inception last Sep- | ; 

i has had television equipment set up 
tember the program had been more), two vears and is ready 
or less of a headache, undergoing] nearly two yeals anes 

| to go ina big way when time is rine, | 


moving | 
says. He recently 


| dios here in connection 
Minnesota theatre, which Paramount 
circuit will reopen March 2, with the 
idea of an eventual television tieup. 


several cast changes and 
from the Coast to the east several | 
weeks ago in an attempt to find new 
talent and give the program a hypo. | 
J. Walter Thompson is the account’s | 


agency. | 
no time did the show have better 
| SATURDAY SERENADE 
bucking such well-intrenched pro- 
Hooper rating, and the “Thanks to stint sponsored by Campana’s Italian 
ing off the air. 


Weekly talent budget invariably | 
hit the $12,000-$15,000 bracket, yet at | CAMPANA GIVING UP 

than a 7.03 rating. Latest Hooper 

gave it a 5.1. In opposition, it’s been 
grams as Ellery Queen on the 7:30-8 Dick Powell and Lud Gluskin and 
p.m. slot on NBC, which has a 14.3 | his orch. will wind up a 26-week 
the Yanks” pro . also 7:30-8, on | Balm on _ the “Saturday Serenade” 
CBS. “Yanks” he 1k program Feb. 26, with the show go- 
Stint is heard on CBS from 1 to 
1:25 p. m. emanating in Hollywood. 


Format of show, which attempted 
to intreduce the “what's new?” ele- 
(Continued on page 33) 


KSTP president, | 


acquired stu- | 
with the | 


POST-WAR 
HEADS FOR 


Underlying the fifth annual meet- 
ing of Frequency Modulation Broad- 
casters, Inc., at the Hotel Commo- 
dore, N. Y., last week—the best at- 
tended and most enthusiastic confab 
ever held by that organization— 
were unmistakable signs detected by 
close observers that a major post- 
war battle between FM’ers and tele- 
vision interests is shaping up and 
headed straight for the FCC hearing 
rooms in Washington. 

Although on the surface all was 
peace and quiet in the Commodore's 
grand ballroom, members of FMBI’s 
exec board and its guiding lights 
could be observed conducting them- 
selves in a manner denoting no com- 
promise. Most outspoken at the ses- 
sions in this respect was Maj. Edwin 
H. Armstrong, inventor of the fre- 
quency modulation transmitting and 
receiving method, who, in his pre- 
pared address opening day, Wednes- 
day (26), brought out that even in 
FM's infancy efforts were made on 
behalf of tele developers to freeze 
the frequency allocations on the 40- 
129 megacycles band. 

“Had that been done,” Maj. Arm- 
strong asserted, “there would have 
been no place for FM to go.” He 
gave full credit for blocking tele’s 
aspirations to Chairman James Law- 
rence Fly, of the FCC, who ad- 
dressed the FM powwow earlier the 
same morning. After a full hearing, 
Armstrong explained, FM broadcast- 
ers were allowed to expand in May, 
1940, into the 42 to 50-megacycle slot, 

(Continued on page 32) 


Balter Asks FCC 
Probe of Mutual: 
Lashes Network 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

Sam Balter on Saturday (30) ap- 
pealed to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to investigate the 
Mutual Broadcasting System for 
barring him from the air. 

Balter said he had been banned 
from the network effective tomor- 
row (Wednesday) by the Mutual 
hoard of directors which cancelled 
his sponsor’s radio time “when they 
knew no other time was available” 
and then reoffered the time if the 
sponsor would accept a commenta- 
tor of their own choosing. 

“The sponsor was forced to com- 
ply,” said Balter. 

The sponsor, Bayuk 
Cigars, meanwhile announced it had 


hired Cecil Brown, former CBS 
commentator to take over Balter’s 
MBS show 

The ukase barring Balter from 


Mutual came after he had made a 
series of broadcasts assailing Col. 
Robert McCormick, publisher of the 
Chicago Tribune. McCormick, who 
owns WGN. Chicago, is said to be a 
large stockholder in the Mutual net- 


LOOMS 


Phillies | 


|up of a local distribution plant 


work. 

In his final broadcast Friday night } 
(28) originating in KHJ, Los An- 
geles, Balter quoted Secretary Har- 
old L. Ickes’ speech which the 
latter characterized McCormick as 
| hating Stalin and Roosevelt so bit- 
terly “that he would rather see Hit- 


ler win the war if the alternative is} 


his defeat by 


leadership shared by! 


these two men.” 
Balter declared in his final broad- 
cast that what he said meant finis | 


to his career on the radio. 

“I say these things because the 
many letters I have received tell me 
clearly that the American 

(Continued on page 33) 


LET'S WIN THE WAR 
IN °44 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


Chi Theological Seminary Survey 


Finds Plenty Wrong With Religious 
Programs on Air; Most “Too Talky” 


Even Rating Swoons 


First supplementary report on 
the Vimms-Frank Sinatra CBS 
show reveals a decided drop in 
Hooper figures which swooned 
from the boff 19.6 the first week 
to 12.4 on the Jan. 30 report for 
a decline of 7.2. 

Figures for the 9-9:30 slot, 
however, showed that competing 
programs failed to pick up any 
appreciable audience from those 
deserting The Voice. Dunninger 
registered a slight rise from 4.4 
to 6.2. Sets-in-use on the second 
Sinatra report dropped from 45.7 
to 41.8, indicating disappointed 
listeners simply failed to tune-in 
on anything after the preem. 


Sinatra to Get 
New Vitamins 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Reports have been current that 
the Vimms-Sinatra Wednesday night 
show over CBS, while less than a 
month old, is due for a complete 
overhauling, but this was denied 
yesterday (31) by Hal Hackett, of 
Music Corp. of America. Neverthe- 
less, Hackett did concede at least 
two changes in the MCA package 
setup, which involves turning over 
the scripting of the show to the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, which 
handles the Vimms vitamins account. 
Agency is adding two new writers to 
the show, which bowed in Jan. 5, 
registering a record 20.6 Coopera- 
tive Analysis of Broadcasting rating 
for an jnitial broadcast. 

Despite the top rating, however, 
it’s known here that there’s been! 
considerable anxiety over the gen-| 
eral reaction to the show and its cur- 
rent format. The report that Bert 
Wheeler, comedian on the program. 
is skedded to be dropped is likewise} 
denied by Hackett. Program also 
features the Axel Stordah! orchestra 
but reports have it that he and Sin-' 
atra will be the two mainstays ned 
the reputed new format to 
eventually set up. Following saat 
Wednesday’s (26) broadcast, Thomp- 
son agency execs are said to hay ve| 

| 
| 


participated in an all-night huddle 
and a final decision to do some dras- 
tic overhauling. 

Show is heard in the 9-9:30 p.m. 


slot, with Eddie Cantor as chief op- 


position. 


All-Mex Philco Show 
To Get Latin Outlets; 
“Hall of Fame” Remote? 


Mexico City. Feb. 1. 
here on a combined busi- 
Corp. 


tting 
eT 


While 
ness-pleasure trip, three Ph 
executives, in line with tl 


an all-Mexican variety program via 
the D’Arcy agency. Latter, pro: 
nent here on account of Coca-Cola, 
will create a bandshow of local 
riety specialists ir transcriptio: 
| form, later to be shipped to so Za 
radio outlets in all Latin countries. 
John Ballantine. prexy of Philco; 
Jimmy Carmine, sales promotions v. 
p., and Robert Herr, another veepee 
0.0.d the local scene, comm ercially 
and Yadio-wise. Carmine, who is 
prominent in Philco’s “Radio Hall of 


people | 


Fame” program (‘Variety” 
over 123 coast-to-coast Blue network 
stations), may even borrow Paul 
Whiteman’s “Warsaw Concerto” 
theme to tie in with the Mex show. 
In turn, local talent—if selected by 
“Variety,” that is—may be remoted 
onto the Hall of Fame, just as the 
Hollywood names are picked up. 
Sayre M. Ramsdeil Associates 
(Ernest B. Loveman) otherwise 
handles the bulk of Philco adv. 


program 


+ By BILL HUNT 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Results of an exhaustive survey 
on religion in radio in Chicago made 
by the Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary show an utter lack of under- 
standing of radio on the part of 
nearly all church heads. Included 
in the study that took months to 
make were all religions and all 
types of religious programs. Con- 
ducted by Everett C. Parker under 
the direction of Professor Fred East- 
man of the Seminary the survey 
found that: (1) the religious pro- 
grams on the air are overloaded 
with talk. More than three quar- 
ters of all shows on the air over 
Chicago stations both local and net- 
work are predominantly devoted to 
sermons or addresses with most of 
the rest actual church serv ices in- 
cluding a sermon. 

(2) Many of the religious pro- 
grams are of a low quality artisti- 
cally and their religious value is 
doubtful. They lack dignity. Many 
of the ministers seem te play upon 
the credulity, the sentimentality, the 
superstitions and the fears of their 
audiences. Their appeals for money 
are often blatant, but still sufficiently 
effective to bring in more than 
enough to pay the costs of broad- 
casting and in many cases to be 
extremely profitable. 

(3) Too many of the network 
programs,- especially those of NBC, 
originate from New York. While 
this has a certain advantage in 
keeping the other parts of the coun- 
try in touch with the thoughts and 
feelings of New York ministers, it 
might be well for the New York 
area and the Atlantic seaboard to 
hear the thoughts and feelings of 
ministers in other sections of the 
country. 

(4) The network programs af 
CBS and NBC are of a generally 
higher order than most other shows 
with programs like “National Ves- 


| pers” (Harry Emerson Fosdick) “The 
| Radio Pulpit’ (Ralph Sockman), 
“Wings Over Jordon” and_ the 


“Church of the Air” yet these pro- 
(Continued on page 32) 


Series Planned 
By Marvel Cigs. 


Marvel Cigarettes understood to be 
|interested in sponsoring musical- 
| dramatic radio show based on cure 
rent Broadway stage hit “Oklahoma,” 
although deal is still in talking phase. 
| It would be a half-hour once-weekly 
| stint ona major network, using ae- 
tors starred in the stage version. 
Aitken & Kynett, Philadelphia, fs 
agency on the Marvel account. 


IRNA PHILLIPS QUITS 
THOMPSON ON COAST 


Irna Phillips of 
“Ros id of ‘Life’ ana > 
Children.’ who has been o the 
Coast uncle contract to J. Wal 
on variou re- 
igned last week. 
+ Miss Phillips will return to Chi- 
cago in April to start work on sev- 
eral new daytime shows. She is as- 


sociated with Carl Wester, who acts 
as producer on shows. She has sev- 
eral writers working with her and 
they, too, will return here. 


Aircraft Show East 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Lockheed-Vega’s dramatic series, 
“America-Ceiling Unlimited.” will 
be moved east for broadcasts of 
Feb. 20 and 27 so Joseph Cotten 
Constance Moore can _ fulfill 
camp tour commitments in the east. 
Producer Thomas Freebairn-Smith 
| hops east for the shows. 


} 
| i 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | ii 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
—— | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| | | ‘Spt 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| | 
| | | 


24 VARIETY 


h / S Ad dramatizes two of WEAF’s 


strong points—programming and promotion. 


| Strong point one: re-programming its 6-to-7 


hour, WEAF is attracting even more listeners to 


li the station. Strong point two: heavy promotion 


| behind the hour in an intense advertising drive, 


i appearing in New York newspapers, having a 


total circulation of almost 4,000,000. 


| | Here’s another typical example of WEAF’s 


| wide-awake aggressiveness in building audiences 


and holding them for all WEAF advertisers. 


| 
| 


That’s why it’s New York’s No. | Station— 


for advertisers and listeners alike. 


| The Showcase of NBC 


: Represented by NBC Spot Sales 
Radio. City, New York 20, N. Y. 


| 
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Wednesday, February 2, 1944 ARIETY 
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wi 


Here’s an outstanding pro- 
gram—so varied it appeals 
to all tastes. Top personal- 
ities in news...music... 
and sports combine to bring 
you a radio hour, brilliant 
in change of pace. 


Starting at 6 p.m.,agreat 
line-up consisting of—George 
Putnam ...H. Leopold 
italny... Bill Stern... and 
OO—GEORGE PUTNAM, News y 15—H. LEOPOLD SPITALNY, 
George Putnam leads off the great (beginning next Monday) Music—H. Leopold Spitalny brings 


6-to-7 hour by bringing you the Jowell] Thomas —gives you you the finest in light music on 
latest news. Hear him for a concise 5 Serenade to America—25 minutes of 
digest of the world scene. a full hour of superlative top-flight musical entertainment. 
radio listening. You’re in 
for 60 solid minutes of top- 
flight radio when you turn 


to— 660 at 6! 


45—LOWELL THOMAS, News 
Bill Stern packs a wallop with his Big news! Lowell Thomas moves to 
five-minute sports commentary. WEAF next Monday. Hear him at his 


Hear this crack reporter for expert usual time—6:45—and round out 60 
highlights from the sports world. great minutes on—660 on your dial. 


ity 
Tt 
| 
: 
a Tune in 660 at 6 for 60 minutes  . | 
of Great Radio Entertainment! 
# 660 WEAF’. 


i, 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 2, 1914 


“ORSON WELLES ALMANAC” 
With Grouche Marx, Agnes Moeore- 
head, Arthur Q. Bryan, Martha 
Stewart, Ray Collins, Lud Gluskin 
Orch 
Comedy With Music 
Writers: Bud Pearson, Lester White 
Director: Jack Johnstone 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
MOBILOIL 
KNX-CBS, Hollywood 
(Compton) 
Radio's I-can-do-anything wonder 
boy has finally stubbed his toe. But 


good. Venturing forth on his own 
frolic to keep the Coast (and 
Arizona) in stitches, Orson Welles 


put on a sad exhibition of the stuff 
that activates the risibilities on the 
kickoff of his new sponsorial master- 
piece. He and his whole team were 
plenty offside but the penalty was 
called on the tab taker-upper. For a 
10-station hookup the man with the 
oil drums is paying close to $10,000 a 
week for Welles’ troupe of trained 
tricksters. 

No longer able to contain 
passion for comedy, the Great One 
must have implored the William 
Morris agency to sell him for such a 


show. For some time he has guested | 


with the funny fellows of the Cross- 
ley set and must have enjoyed gum- 
ming up the other guy and giving the 
chap with the stopwatch another 
ulcer. This time the shoe is on his 
own foot and he has nobody to gum 
up but himself. But he does it 
grandly. The comedy was flat most 
of the way and not even the studio 
audience really let go. High spot of 


the opener was his byplay with 
guestar Groucho Marx and even 
that wasn’t so high that a midget 


couldn't reach it. Their jokes ~just 
didn’t come off and the only super- 
titter from the audience was the re- 
sult of a sight gag. 

Orson the Horsin’ opened the pro- 
gram. sans fanfare, te explain how 
the title of the show was arrived at— 
a little bit of everything. But, Orson, 
old fellow, where was the comedy? 
Just who let the Great Welles down 
on his debut doesn’t involve more 
than three persons, namely and to 
wit, O. Welles and his two credited 
writers. Perhaps the same results 
would have been recorded had 
Groucho essayed a bit o’ the Bard. 
Every man to his last and Welles’ 
comedic flair is more for his own 
intimate group than the masses. 

Apparently with condescension on 
his part, Welles permitted a musical 
interlude to undilly his dallying but 
the die had been cast and no sevens 
were rolled by Lud Gluskin’s aug- 
mented crew of 20 or Martha Stew- 
art. Gluskin’s contribution was very 
ordinary and the Stewart gal gave 
out with “Besame Mucho” with not 
too auspicious response. Tussling 
with Welles on the satirics were 
Agnes Moorehead, as his secretary, 
and Arthur Q. Bryan, the tut-tutting 
network censor. Just lines, little else. 
Ray Collins of the Mercury Masto- 
dons had to be satisfied with being 
plugger of the product but he dis- 
charged it with high dramatic 
quality. Introducing, as it were, a 
new note in connective finesse. 

Last five minutes of the show were 
taken over in toto by Welles for a 
reading from Thomas Paine to con- 
nect up with the War Loan drive and 
an appeal to the dialers to let him 
know how they liked the show and 
what changes they would suggest. 
It’s this auditor’s guess that Welles 
will be doing the thing he does best 
—straight dramatics—before option 
time rolls around. As a shirt tail to 
this low octane exhibit, Welles im- 
plied that the script failed to men- 
tion Robert Benchley as next week's 
guest so he ad libbed it. There and 


finally was the real Orson Welles. 
For what is a Welles without an 
ad lib. Helm. 


CECIL BROWN 

Commentater 

15 Mins.; 8-8:15 P. M. 

BAYUK (PHILLIES) CIGARS 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Ivey & Ellington) 

Cecil Brown, who is said to have 
quit a $60,000-a-year job with Co- 
lumbia Broadeasting System in a 
row over censorship, has inherited 
the job vacated by Sam Balter, who 
himself was reputed to have been 
bounced because of offense to Col. 
Robert MeCormick, Chicago Tribune 
publisher and big MBS stockholder. 
Brown is the first Phillies commenta- 
tor to originate his show from New 
York, the others (Balter. Cal Tinney) 
did their stint from Philly, hometown 


of the sponsor. 

In his initial show. Brown touched 
some touchy subjects — defending 
Elmer Davis of the OWI. who has 


been under fire from newspaper pub- 


lishers (particularly the aforemen- 
tioned Col. McCormick): he took a 
potshot at the State Department's 
support of the Italian King. He also 


took to task Congressmen who ad- 
vocated that we take the entire fleet 
to Japan to revenge the atrocities 
Brown still has the old difficulty of 
pronouncing his “I's” but his delivery 
is punchy, and commands the at- 
tention of the listener. Time will 
teil 
on some sensitive toes, 


Youngstown.—Leonard E. Nasman. 
business manager of radio station 
WFMJ here, since it was established 
in 1939, has entered the Navy. Nas- 
man was with the Youngstown Vin- 
dicator for 12 years before becoming 
manager of the station, 


his | 


what will happen if he treads | 


“PICK AND PAT TIME” 

With Pick and Pat, Mary Small, Tiny 
Ruffner, Vincent Lopez’ Orch, 
Bruce Hayes 

Variety Show 

Writers: Mort Lewis and Sydney 
Fields 

Director: Jack Rubin 

3@ Mins.; Tues. 7:30-8 p.m. 

HELBROS WATCH CO., INC. 

WGN-MBS, Chicago 

(Weintraub) 

| Followers of the Pick and Pat 
brand of blackface humor will be in 

i their glory with this program, as 

‘format has generously provided for 

their appearances throughout the 30 

minute stanza. Team appears four 

times during the show, three times 

; with the brand of cross fire chatter 
familiarly associated with the team 

| in the past and a shorter session just 

| before the sign-off. Material, for the 
|'most part, is funny and is put across 
lin the usual Pick and Pat manner. 

‘Funniest of the three sketches was 

' the one on Army life in which emcee 

'riny” Ruffner took part as a tough 

supply sergeant. 

Musical interludes by Vincent 
Lopez and his orchestra and song- 
stress Mary Small were all well 
done but simply serve as bridges be- 
tween the Pick and Pat routines. 
Miss Small was heard in “Either Too 
Young or Too Old’ and Lopez outfit 
did “Besame Mucho,” which featured 
| baritone Bruce Hayes; “Poinsianna, 
with Lopez’s keyboard activities out- 
standing, and “Thou Swell.” Show, 
ably directed by Jack Rubin, is heard 
over 20 MBS stations opposite 
“Duffy’s Tavern,” a tough enough 
spot for anyone. Morg. 


“THIS IS HALLORAN” 
With Stan Lomax 
Sustaining 
30 Mins.; Sun. 3:00 p. m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

The first network show to emanate 
from an army hospital, “This 1s 
Halloran” bowed th Sunday (30) 
from the Halloran hospital, Staten 
Island, N. Y., as the first of a series 
of programs designed to acquaint 
the public with the varied back- 
ground of the Halloran patients and 
instill an appreciation of the work 


initial broadcast, future shows will 
focus attention upon perambulatory 
patients who have arrived at this 
evacuation hospital after seeing ac- 
tion at the manifold war fronts. 
Without going into maudlin details, 
the soldiers will detail their experi- 
ences and relate their reactions 
under fire. Program has the bene- 


also outlined and limited the scope 
of the show. 

Broadcast’s raison d'etre is also 
its outstanding weakness since it 
is one thing to persuade a hero to 
face the microphone and quite 
another to get him to give a lucid, 
comprehensive account of his ex- 
ploits. Past shows of this genre 
have proved that the soldiers are 
inevitably mike-shy and that their 
accounts are related in_ stilted, 
meagre language that fall far short 
of conveying a granhie account of 
their experiences. 
derstandable. The men have little 
taste for reliving their grisly adven- 
tures and the prepared scripts find 
them nervous and self-conscious. 


In an effort to overcome this defi- 
ciency, Stan Lomax first asks each 
interviewee where he hails from and 
then fires a few short quevies tied 
up with his home town or state. 
After that, the soldier gets down to 
business and, in response to Lomax’s 
prompting, relates his war story. The 
episodes conclude with an account 
of the soldier’s injury and how he 
was resuscitated by blood plasma 


peutic assistance at Halloran. 


lacks sufficient stress, nevertheless 
| the initial broadcast was not without 
| its compelling moments. 
ficer John D. Mayfield told of how, 
as co-pilot, he brought back a crip- 
pled B-17 after his arm was smashed 
and the pilot was killed in a raid 
over Germany; Corporal Wilkes 
| Conaway of the Medical Dept., a 
‘former professional singer, sang 
“The Donkey Serenade” and related 
I alone, he kept the enemy at 
bay with a single tommy gun: Pfc. 
Robert Johnson spoke of the action 


he had seen in a spot near Licardi. 
Sicily, where he was wounded: Pfc. 
Louis L. Shalem, using a pencil, 
played a tune on his teeth and then 
evoked music from his cheek and 


head; Pvt. Fred Juliane expatiated 
on action in Africa and how he fell 
from a cliff and broke his back and 


fect, later saving a group of men! 
| from being burned by 500 gallons of | 


| high .octane gas, searing 
severely in the process. 
Interspersed between 


himself 


the various 


soldiers’ episodes, the hospital’s 31- | 


| piece band played various selections 
with the skill and musicianship of 
a professional outfit, giving the pro- 
gram the necessary alleviating im- 
| pact of lightness. 

| Kebert MeCermack, NBC com- 
| mentator who fiew to Hawaii on 
ithe Navy airplane Mars, is to re- 
main in the Pacific as a correspond- 
ent for the web. 


being done by the hospital. Like its | 


diction of the War Dept., which has} 


This is quite 


and or is being helped by the thera- 


Although the drama of the show | 


Flight Of- | 


Follow-up Comment 


Nature of the enemy 1s very much 
in the news these days, now that the 
stories of Jap atrocities have been re- 
vealed and public resentment has 
been fanned into fever pitch. The 
Nazis aren't above this below-the- 
belt behavior, either, according to 
Bill Downs, doing the commentary 


on CBS's “Dateline.” Friday (28) 
7:15-730 p.m. Downs, having just re- 
turned from a trip to the Soviet 


Union, relayed a series of punchy 
| impressions to get across a feeling of 
|revulsion against the enemy and at 
the same time impress listeners with 
the spirit of the Russians. 

Horror end of the tale was the de- 
scription of the Nazi recruiting of 
young girls for entertainment of ofti- 
cers of the Reich. It’s not an espe- 
cially pretty story, but it did achieve 
its purpose without dwelling too 
much on the sordid aspects. Inci- 
dentally, the fact that radio can tell 
this type yarn indicates the indus- 
try’s maturity. 

Downs told of the hate the Nazis 
generate within the Russians, but it 
doesn’t seem to be a blind venom, as 
he concluded that the Soviets are 
viewing the future practically. He 
conjectured that there won’t be any 
unemployed Germans for many years 
after the war—not with all the re- 
building that must be done. 


Joan Fontaine highlighted’ the 
Phillip Morris Playhouse, CBS (9- 
9:30 p.m.) on Friday (28) night. She 
presented a highly moving and com- 
pietely absorbing characterization of 
the long-suffering heroine of Lloyd 
C. Douglas’ “The Magnificent Ob- 
session.” Story was filmed seven 
years ago by Universal with Irene 
Dunne as the daughter of the well- 
loved doctor whose death could be 
indirectly blamed on a_ worthless 
playboy and who later is blinded in 
an auto accident also involving the 
same playboy. Earl McGill directed 
a well-paced emotion-rousing script 
which gave the accomplished acting 
abilities of the evening’s guest star 
ample opportunity for full scope. 


Capt. Tem Harmon, former All- 
American football star from the U. 
of Michigan, kept his voice in by 
making a guest appearance Sunday 
(29) on WJR, Detroit. Before going 
into the air force, Capt. Harmon was 
} a sportscaster for the Detroit station 
and his return on leave gave WJR 
the opportunity tg put on the air a 
hero with better than average radio 
personality. 

His spot was only a brief one, a 
few minutes shot on CBS’ 2:30 p.m. 
broadcast. but had plenty of impact 
not only because of the former foot- 
ball star’s radio background but 
through the fact that he twice has 
returned after being missing in 
action. His interview with George 
Cushing told of his second narrow 
escape—a fight in which he engaged 
six Zeros over China, breaking into 
their formation with an off-tackle 
slant in which he shot down two 
planes before he was shot down, 

Harmon also told of escaping death 
by feigning death as two Zeros 
| circled his descending parachute, of 
going 17 days with bad burns before 
being treated but was mum, neces- 
sarily, on how Chinese guerrillas led 
him back through Jap lines. He also 
told how for the second time his 
| mother refused to believe he was 
dead and when he finally got back to 
his outtit-a letter from her, written 
| two weeks after he was reported 
missing, was waiting for him with 
chatter from home and no reference 
| to his being “lost.” Earlier the radio 
| announcer came back after his plane 
crashed in the South 


for weeks. 


the hour. The Hollywood columnist- 
critic put in a defense of the film 
capital as a place where the stars 
work hard, delivered a Fourth War 


Loan plea. and delivered a buildup | 


for a bond auction the next day at 
}which the purchaser of the largest 
denomination bond from her would 
receive a copy of her “The Gay IIlit- 
erate.” with autographs of 20 mar- 
quee mandarins on the flyleaf. Part 


of the guesting was in interview form 


with emcee Don McNeill. The bond 
plea was brief but nicely read. Miss 
Parsons, of course, is an experienced 
miker, one of her regular stints being 
on the old “Hollywood Hotel” web! 


show. 

Incidentally, one of those question- 
able gags which have become all too 
common in radio was pulled by Mc- 
| Neill in his Thursday (27) broadcast, 
just after he had taken over from 
tenor Jack Baker, after being 15 
minutes late. The remark, and the 
, inference, had no place on the Blue 
net or any station, regardless of the 
laughs it drew from the “Breakfast 


All the more surprising was the fact 
it came on a program of this kind. 


LET’Ss WIN THE WAR 
IN "44 
Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


American | 
jungle and he was reported missing | 


Louella Parsons guested on “Break- |! 
fast Club” over the Blue Friday (28), | 
speaking at intervals during most of} 


Ciub” crew and the studio audience.. 


“LUNCHEON WITH LOPEZ” 


With Vincent Lopez orch., Bruce 
Hayes; Karole Singer, Gerry 
Larson 


Director-producer: Chester Miller 
Continuity: Edward Brainard 

15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 1:30 p.m. 
VAN CAMP, INC. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


(Calkins & Holden) 


“Luncheon” sustainer, heard every 
day in week except Thursday and 
Sunday for half-hour from 1:30-2 
p. m., went commercial over 133 sta- 
tions with program heard Mon, (31). 
Sponsor however took over the 
Mon., Wed. Fri. sessions only and 
stanza on these days is cut to 15 
minutes which doesn’t allow very 
much time for Lopez to trot out his 
wares. Original half-hour was bet- 
ter suited for band presentation 
since it gave the outfit and soloists 
opportunity to get warmed up. As 


things now stand, the two gals, 
Karole Singer and Gerry Larson, 


will alternate in order to give each 
of them a turn. 

First session registered as enter- 
taining listening with Lopez’s pian- 
istic rendition of “By a Rippling 
Stream” the standout. Bruce Hayes, 
new baritone find of Lopez's, regis- 
tered with a smooth treatment of 
“The Music Stopped” while Karole 
Singer closed out the day’s offering 
with the current craze, “Mairzy 
Doats.” 


“HITLER, MEET ABE LINCOLN” 

Cast: Bill Adams, Carl Emory, 
Ronney Linn, Joy Terry, Larry 
Robinson, Daniel Ocko, William 
Fender. 

Producer-Director: Ted Cott 

Writer: Milton Rebertsen 

25 Mins.; Jan. 29 (single time) 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 


This dramatic stanza heard Sat- 
urday (29) directly prior to a pick- 
up of festivities at N. Y.’s Waldorf 
Astoria hotel in connection with 
President Roosevelt's birthday was 
a herculean endeavor on the part of 
WNEW’'s production and writing de- 
partment to stage a show in keeping 
with the occasion. It succeeded ad- 
mirably. 

Written in top-flight style by 
Milton Robertson, of the station’s 
continuity department, and produced 
by Ted Cott, “Hitler, Meet Abe Lin- 
coln” was presented with an excel- 
lent cast. Story was a fantasy, 
wherein the doctrines taught Nazi 
children were compared with the 
principles of democracy imbedded 
into youths in this country. 

To do this, yarn depicted a young 
German child falling asleep while 
preparing a composition on “Why 
Nazi doctrines and leaders are bet- 
ter than America’s.” During dream, 
she is approached by Abraham Lin- 
coln, who accompanies her to the 
President’s birthday ball where an 
m.c. states “Tonight we have re- 
membered the sick and the infirm, 
and have proved that there is no 
such word as inferior in the Amer- 
ican language.” 

Then Lincoln takes the child to see 
Hitler. Hitler said, “You are Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the woodchopper. 
America is a land of sick people and 
fools who are inferior to the Master 


Race.” In rapid succession appear 
a Russian, a Frenchman, and a 
Czech underground rep. Lincoln 


warns Hitler “All of us will be back. 
Try then to stop our steel and our 
bayonets with your lies. We will 
punish those who have turned Cer- 
many into a prison camp.” 

Lincoln explains to the child who 
and what a president is. She real- 
izes that all democratic principles 
have been kept from her, and is de- 
termined to do something about it. 
The final speech by Lincoln, wherein 
he tells the child that “Someday 
soon you may have a president in 
Germany,” was impressive. 

Bill Adams, as Lincoln; Joy Terry, 
as Gerda, the German girl who falls 
asleep, and Carl Emory, as Hitler, 
as well as those in supporting roles, 
were effective because of the good 
script, which gave them plenty op- 


portunities to display their capabil- 
ities. Musical background, all rec- | 
orded, was especially appropriate, | 
and bridged the gaps in the story | 
In such a way as to hold the listen- 
ing audience’s 


attention throughout 
the program. 


Sten. | 


“KING'S JESTERS and JANETTE” | 
Director: Gil Faust 
15 Mins.; Tues.-Thurs.-Sat., 

10:30 p.m. 
CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
WBBM, Chicago 

(Audrey, Moore & Wallace) 

; King’s Jesters, four-man singing- 
instrumental combination, together 
with Janette Davis, WBBM singing 
discovery, put over an entertaining 
repertoire of songs and tunes on 
their initial show for the Chicago 
Motor Club. Tunes, all pop, were 
given added lustre by the Jester’s 
musical interpretations accomplished 
by the doubling of piano, drums, 
vibraphone, bass, guitar, sax and 
clarinet. Combined with Janette’s 
pleasing vocalistics was harmonizing 
by the Jesters, all adding up to a 
worth-while 15 minutes of listening. 

On opening program pop tunes 
were used with short commercials 
tying them up for a compact little 


10:15- 


| either, 


| metier for 


show. Morg. 


“29:40” 

With Tommy Tweed, John Martin 
Alan Pearce, John Drainie, Frances 
Goffman, Lloyd Bochner, Bernard 
Braden, Budd Knapp, Ed. Ross 
Lucio Agostini Orch F 

Producer: Andrew Allen , 

Writer: Fletcher Markle 

30 Mins.; Sun. 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBL-CBC, Toronto 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. teed 

off another drama series with a 

bright Fletcher Markle script writ- 

ten around the radio show sign-off 
cue time, “29:40.” Markle has done 
better writing and Andrew Allen has 


produced better air shows, but 
“29:40” did neither of them any 
harm. In fact it could easily have 


been hammed up a lot more than it 
was here. 


This writer-producer team which 
clicked more than a year ago with 
another drama series called “Baker's 
Dozen” managed to keep the light 
burning through “29:40” by using a 
straight air drama interspersed with 
fade-ins on actions and thoughts of 
actors, producer, director, sound man 
and baton-heaver as show went on. 

Opened with Tweed and Martin, 
Canadian drama veterans, as were 
most of the players. To find out 
what public knew already, Tweed 
did a Gallup through nosey reporter 
system on “29:40,” the first quizee 
mistaking it for “11 years of gravy” 
(1929-1940); a grid star took it for 
signal numbers; romantic pair had a 
weekly income of that amount, etc. 
Brasshat characters hoked to the 
hilt, others dove straight, with okay 
results, 

CBC series of which “29:40” was 
opener is called “Stage 44,” cooked 
up to show listeners what Canadian 
scripters can do. .First three scripts 
by Markle, others by Len Peterson, 
Gerald Noxon, Dick Diespecker, 
Bernard Braden, Ray Darby, all to 
be produced by Allen, who says 


series may go longer than planned 13 
Gorm. 


if more scripts come in. 


Television Review 


a+ +++ 


‘TELEVISION CANTEEN’ 

With Bernie West, Tony Manino, 
Jane Martin, Blanche Fellows, Lou 
Kleinman, J. Anthony Lapenna, 
Hannah Carroll, Madeline Lee & 
Bill Corf, Jane Blair, Del Hughes, 
Emily Remmson, Rose Bartholo- 

mew, Lorraine, Norma Ferris 

Producers: Ernie Glucksman, 
Gamble, Jay Strong 

60 Mins.; Sun., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

Dumont-W2XWV, Channel IV 
Production, while not measuring 

up to usual standards, adds up to a 

diverting session, aided by several 

rong individual bits, although ma- 
jority of the talent still needs pro- 
fessional polish. Session indicates 

that producers still haven’t found a 

clicko video formula and are still 

groping for surefire stuff. 


Instance of inability to set talent 
off properly major fault of the 
stanza, was had in the opening pre- 
sentation of Lorraine, ballerina, who 
worked in front of a stationary 
camera and was hampered by in- 
adequate stage space. Cameramen 
made the mistake of using early 
portion of her terp turn on a closeup 
of her upper torso in a type of rou- 
tine where footwork is of the 
essence. 

in the opening series, titled ‘Sketch 
Book,’ there was some unusual pro- 
duction wherein pages of song-sheets 
introed the performers, among them 
Norma Ferris, juve girl violinist, 
who nervously ran through Kreisler’s 


Bud 


‘Tambourin Chinois.’ Emily Remmson, 


a televisionable miss. gave out with 


‘Sweethearts’ in passable manner, clis- 


playing weakness in the upper 
registers. Rose Bartholomew took 


the spot in a Hawaiian dance for an 
okay impression. 

Attempts at drama and gab were 
not the forte part of the program. 
Jay Strong directed an amatéurish 
two-people melodrama, ‘The Pearls’ 
with Jane Blair and Del Hughes in 
which performances and direc 4 
were not up to par. Unskilled use of 
the camera didn’t help matters here 
and was reminiscent of the 
early days of the talking films when 
Hollywood hadn't found the proper 
the added dimension of 


sound, 

The last sequence. produced by 
Ernie Glucksman added up to a 
highly satisfactory panel, because of 
the inclusion of a steady flow of 


musical talent. Although tied together 
by a weak book, session had some di- 
verting individual bits. Scoring best 
was Bernie West, in a series of im- 
pressions that have done him well in 
niteries and vaude. His Mr. Anthony 
satire and rendition of ‘Invitation to 
a Dance’ were. productive of 
chuckles. 

Blanche Fellows also impressed 
with good material, strong spot being 
a satire of the ‘Rinso-White’ tran- 
seription. 

There were other bits here, notably 
a meaningless jitterbug routine by 
Madeline Lee and Bill Corf, who 
were again hampered by inadequate 
dance space, and Lou Kleinmann, ac- 
cordionist, who gave out with ‘Beer 
Barrel Polka.’ Curtain closer was 
Jane Martin’s warbling of ‘Summer- 
time.’ Good, Jose. 
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GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES ITS DEBT 


ONE OF THE PRODUCERS OF DEXTROSE SUGAR 


FOR ITS GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP 


COLUMBIA NETWORK 
FRIDAY EVENINGS, 10:30 EWT 


OF THE 


RADIO 


With a deep bow of We thank Congratulations for a 
appreciation to ROGER WHITE job well done— 
HELEN MENKEN for his to the | 
Chairman, Radio Division brilliant producing C. L. MILLER COMPANY 
| American Theatre Wing : of aud their 
; and all her co-workers | The Stage Door Canteen radio personnel | 
Radio Program | 
And | 
His writers, FRANK WILSON and ROBERT MARCO 

| THANKS TO | 


| RAYMOND PAIGE and his Canteen Orchestra | 
BERT LYTELL, Officer of the Day 


A salute to all the artists, producers, agents, guilds and crafts that have made | 


this program such an outstanding SUCCESS 


Where Everyone Gives—And Gives That Little Bit More! 
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Washington, Feb. 1. 


OWI feud between 


and Robert Sherwood, playwright 


ii a d head of Overseas Operations for 
I the agency, moved out in the open 
im | last week after about two months 
es undercover with a brand new angle 
i bringing in Byron Price as possible 
q successor to the OWI chief. 


Some insiders claim that Steve 
Early, the President's secretary, is 
the author of the idea that 
Price, Director of Censorship, may 
take over the domestic branch, and 
that the overseas branch may go to 


OWI Feud May Send Elmer Davis 


the anti-administration forces in 
Congress, who are waiting for the 
next OWI budget request to be 
worked on. 


It appears certain that Davis, who 


ably quit this time if the President 


This shaves his authority. If he does get 


the State Dept. angle was 


Elmer Davis | Widely publicized a few days ago in out from under, he is expected to go 
ithe press, 


but without attribution. | 
In the initial stages of OWI, Davis | 
and Early clashed over the handling 
of White House releases, with Early 
winning hands down. Feeling here is 
that, if OWI was chopped up and 
Davis dropped, Early would emerge 
as not only the king maker, but also 
the real news maker in Washington. 


Meantime, Mr. Big is keeping his 


back to broadcasting, where he can 
make some real money. Witness the 
/case of Leon Henderson, who was 
battered from pillar to post as OPA 
chief; finally put on the skids; and is 
now making so much money he can’t 
figure out what to do with it all. 


One sad angle is that OWI morale, 
‘hard hit several times due to Con- 


own counse] and there is no real 8ressional action, is again flounder- | 


indication of how he will settle the | ing with many good men looking 
squabble, which is just duck soup for around for outside jobs. 


| 
| | 
Don’t Look Now— 
| 
ee 
| But Television Has Grown Up! 
, 
5 | ‘War overtook Television at the awkward age. Like 
| many another green recruit, its heart—the Cathode 
4 Ray Tube—was appraised and indexed. It proved 
a a heart of magnificent promise in the nation’s 
desperate need. This heart was assigned strange, 
} important duties. It is serving wherever men are 


: center on the aisle wherever the 
scintillating. 

Television has grown up! The most-prized pos- 
session in your postwar home will be your 
DuMont Television-Radio Receiver. Why 
DuMont? Because DuMont is the first name in 
Television! The scientific achievement that makes 
clear Television reception possible is its amazing 
heart . . . the work of Allen B. DuMont, who 
transformed it from a laboratory curiosity to a 


fighting, wherever production lines are hustling, 
|| wherever the stamina of metals must be certified. 
Out of war’s crucible, this amazing heart—the 
te Cathode Ray Tube—is emerging with vastly in- 
| creased stature, range and power! When materials 
if are again available, a newer, greater Television will 
make your easy chair at home the choicest seat 
wherever exciting news is breaking . . . fifth row 


““stars’’ are 


commercially practical product. 
Today, DuMont is pioneering in the great new 
field of electronic weapons. Tomorrow, DuMont 


leadership will assure your enjoyment of peace- 
time Television . . . through the manufacture of 
& precision electronic equipment for Television 
pick-up and transmission . . . through distinctive 
operation of our own commercial Television Sta- 
tions ... and through the manufacture of the finest 
Television-Radio Receivers. 


COPYRIGHT 1944, ALLEN B. DUMONT LABORATORIES, INC. 


ALLEN B. DUMONT LABORATORIES, INC., GENERAL OFFICES AND MAIN PLANT, 2 MAIN AVE., PASSAIC, N.J. 
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STUDIOS AND STATION W2XWV, 515 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Major Bowes makes his first guest aappearance on the Ed Gardner-Blue 
“Duffy's Tavern” on the next session (8). Show will be called “Amateur 
. Night at Duffy's” in honor of his appearance....N. E. Manwaring, for. 
_merly with Keith-Albee circuit, now with WMBG, Richmond, in charge 
| of local sales, in town for a few days. 

Alan Courtney, WOV, N. Y., disc jockey, will be featured in a series of 
Paramount shorts, “Night Club Music,” along with bands playing N, y 
niteries....Compton agency to produce tele show using only puppets pom 
the General Electric station in Schenectady Feb. 11. Same show will be 

; repeated in New York over DuMont station on Feb. 16... .It's Dick Gilbert 
| War Bond Week at WHN, N. Y. Disc jockey is digging for bonds all week, 
Total sales for 72 minutes on air Monday (31) was over $35,000. 

Dick Bell, staff announcer at WBYN, Brooklyn, will broadcast via short- 
wave three evenings a week as news commentator for the OWI....Quent 
Reynolds, currently on CBS’ “Report to the Nation,” adds another to his 
long string of on-the-scene reportorial books with “The Curtain Rises,” 
which will be published by Random House on March 6. Volume deals 
with Reynolds’ most recent trip to Russia, North Africa, Sicily and Italy, 
where he accompanied American invasion forces. 

Bill Thomas, of the Young & Rubicam agency, off to the Coast for the 
opening of the new Goodyear show starring Walter Pidgeon, which preems 
Feb. 6....Briscoe B. Ranson, 3d, associate account exec of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, has received an appointment as an officer in the Army Transport 
Service for duty overseas....Jack Rubin, actor in “Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
“Pepper Young” and other network productions, has made switch to di- 
recting, taking over Mutual’s Tuesday night “Pick and Pat” show....Frank 
Thomas of Steve Hannagan’s N. Y. office, transferred to Toledo to set up 
headquarters for publicity on the Electric Auto-Lite NBC “Everything for 
the Boys” show. 

Westinghouse has contracted for three 15-minute weekly programs on 
the Blue beginning March 13. No format to date. Will be heard 10:15-10:30 
(EWT) with McCann-Erickson handling....Charles Nobles has resigned 
as a Blue announcer to join OWI overseas. Being replaced by Roger 
Krupp, who comes in from WTCN, Minneapolis, in line with Blue’s policy 
of giving web affiliate announcers preference as N, Y. jobs become vacant 
.... Cavaleade of America” will retufn to N. Y. from Hollywood with the 
Feb. 7 show....Martin Block celebrates ninth anniversary as “Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom” impressario tomorrow (3)....Patsy O'Shea, child actress 
on “We Love and Learn” and other programs, has made 43 bond show 
appearances to date. 

Ira Marion, writer on the Blue network, who has been accepted for 
limited service by the Army, has been called up by his draft board for 
reexamination, with likelihood that he won't go into uniform until August 
or later....WINS is dropping its five-minute news service in favor of a 
package arrangement of four 15-minute broadcasts. News will be aired at 
6:15, 7:30, 8:39 and 11 a.m. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Myron Golden, assistant continuity editor of the NBC central division, 
has been signed as scripter of the “Beat the Band” show beginning Feb. 2 
....Blue Minstrels heard on the Blue Frolics Fridays will be moved to a 
spot of their own for a sustainer buildup....Ken-Biern and W. N. Graham 
of the Dancer, Fitzgerald and Sample Agency have resigned to join the 
Grant Agency. Biern will be in charge of the New York office for Grant 
with Graham going east as his assistant. Biern was the account executive 
for “Dreft’....Alan Edelson, freelance writer, wrote and sold 36 spot 
announcements on sports, war oddities and humor to the Coca-Cola Co. 
last week....Arch Ward, conductor of the “Arch Ward’s Sports Review,” 
heard over WGN-Mutual, is the promotional director of the Physical 
Fitness Committee of the U. S.....John Barclay, veteran Chicago radio 
actor, has joined the staff of WGN as a producer....Francis Knight fea- 
tured in “Good Night Ladies” was the guest star on “Your Date With Don 
Norman” Jan. 26, aired over WGN....Edward Hamlin, manager of KSD, 
St. Louis, in Chicago: on business last week. Frank Chizzini, manager of 
the NBC Chicago Radio recording division, visiting all NBC affiliated sta- 
tions in the middlewest and west....Mrs. Mark Clark, wife of the Amer- 
ican Fifth Army commander, was the guest star on the “Distinguished 
Guest Hour,” aired over WGN Jan. 30. 

Robert St. John, now on a lecture tour of the midwest, aired the first 
show on his new “News of the World” program over NBC, Jan. 31. Spon- 
sored by Miles Laboratories the show will be aired five times a week, 
9:15-9:30 am. (CWT)....Bob Cunningham, chief announcer of WBBM-CBS, 
will enter the Navy shortly as a lt. j.g. Val Sherman, veteran WBBM- 
CBS announcer, will succeed him as chief announcer....Chuck Logan, 
special events chief of the Cowles stations. in town....Victory Matinee 
local bond show aired over WBBM sold $200,000 worth of bonds on the 
Jan. 22 show....Al Chance, Jr., son of the WBBM-CBS producer, has been 
inducted into the Marines and is on 24-hour call. 

Gardiner Cowles, head of the Iowa Broadcasting Co.. has been elected 
to the board of directors of United Airlines. Jack Fascinato, arranger for 
the Dinning Sisters, is in the Navy. Replaced by Larry Gordon... .Bess 
Flynn, author of the WBBM-CBS “Bachelor’s Children,” is in town this 
week visiting the cast of her show....Barbara Luddy has taken over the 
role of Carol Evans Brent in the daytime serial “Road of Life’....Roger 
Patrick and John Stebbins have been added to the WGN announcing staff. 
Patrick was formerly with WCBS, Springfield. Stebbins was with WXYZ 
Detroit....Curt Massey has his 1-A, but his recent medical history indi- 
cates possible Army rejection. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Taking a cue from “Variety's” plea for new talent. Jimmy Saphier and 
CBS combined to whip together a show topped by Bill Goodwin. He'll 
have a forthright musical backup in KNX’s chief batoneer, Wilbur Hatch, 
and rhythmic Martha Tilton. Half hour show is ready for the agency 
turntables and network has two or three interested clients....Herbert 
Petty, manager of WHN, New York, around town for a few days....NBC’s 
Sid Strotz and John Elwood to Big Town for parleys with the big bosses 

...C. B. DeMille hopes to have the answe: 
“what's Sinatra got that makes ’em 


on this 


to the throbbing question, 
As guestar with The Voice 
week’s Vimms stanza he'll size up the phenomenon....Jack Doug- 
las checked back in town after checking off RCA’s “What's New?”....Ken 
Dolan hustling the agencies with two new hot original ideas. One’s a 
dramatic opus, “Our Son,’ and the other a new kind of quizzer, “Who's 
Who.” Agency boss, William Weintraub, looking them over and most of 
the other shows on the loose....Charles Levin, one-time newsman recent- 
ly discharged from the Army, caught on with KNX publicity staff.... 
“Trial of Adolf Hitler,” dramatized on Eddie Cantor's program this weck, 
was written by L. Wolfe Gilbert, the songwriter-publisher....Kate Smith, 
Durante-Moore, Dick Haymes and Perry Como all due on the Coast be- 
fore the Ides of March roll around....Frank Sinatra's War Bond rally in 
Shrine auditorium last week added another million to radio’s contribution. 
Ticket rack was cleaned of.6,700 seats, but 1,200 failed to get to the broad- 
cast....Julia Dorn, Coast director of “We the People” inserts.for Young & 
Rubicam, tossed a party for those who have ajSpeared on the program as 
a gesture of appreciation. Among those who frolicked and frivoled were 
Commander Robert Montgomery, Capt. Van Heflin and Adolph Menjou.... 
Charles Tazwell will write the adaptation for Walter Pidgeon’s new dra- 
matic series for Goodyear. Rupert Lucas produces....Ben Hur Products 
bought a daytime stripper, “Aunt Mary,” to supplement Hedda Hopper’s 
“Hollywood Showcase”....George Fogle produces the NBC package.... 
Jim Sloan, erstwhile agency producer in New York, added to KNX staff 
...-Lieut. Ev Meade, of the Navy, former Young & Rubicam producer, in 
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My sincerest thanks to 


THE ROXY THEATRE 


for making my current Return Engagement 
a most enjoyable one 
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$1,654,857 Bite Taken Out of FCC 
Budget; RIP Faces Virtual Extinction 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
The House sent the independent 
offices bill to the Senate Monday 
(31) after okaying FCC budget cuts 
recommended by its appropriations 


committee. Cuts total $1,654,857 un- 
der the amount requested by the 
FCC for the fiscal year beginning 
next July 1. 


Issue faces a fight before the Sen- 
ate appropriations committee, where 
administration supporters are ex- 
pected to fight for restoration of 
the cuts. 


House appropriations committee 
has proved in this instance that 
while Congressman Eugene E. Cox 
has gone as chairman of the special 
committee investigating FCC, his 
influence lingers on. 


Appropriations committeemen used 
the testimony before the special in- 
vestigating committee as their guide- 
book, going to work on the Radio In- 


telligence Division and the Foreign 
Broadcast Intelligence Service. 
Biggest bite, $1,000,000, came from 
RID and another $500,000 was 
whittled out of FBIS. If the cuts re- 
main, RID will be virtually elimi- 
nated and FBIS will have to cut 
about one-third out of its operations. 
FCC had asked $8,371,700 overall 
for the year, and got $6,716,843, or 
less than the $7,609,914 appropriation 
for the current fiscal year. For its 
national defense activities, FCC re- 
quested $6,146,000. The appropria- 
tions committee knocked this down 
to $4,491,143. The budget request for 
regular non-war activities, on the 
other hand, was approved without a 
change. FCC asked, and _ got, 
$2,209,000. 


Kansas City — Max Williams, for- 
merly at WCBI, Columbus, Miss., is 
new assistant chief engineer at 
KCKN. Succeeds Bernard Maltby, 
who goes to KMBC. 


STOP—LOOK and take advantage of 
C. E. Hooper survey in Memphis. 


It’s showmanship that counts and here 


our cost for showmanship—and leadership 


—is low. Swing to WMPS and you'll get 


the listeners. 


BLUE AND MUTUAL 


WMPS is under the same sound management policy as WCPO, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and WNOX, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
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“Affiliated with 
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MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR. 


MBS’ All-Time High 

Mutual hit an all-time high 
for billings during January with 
a record-shattering $1,760,299. 

Total is an increase of 77.4% 
over January, 1943, when gross 
time sales reached $992,104. 


Nesbitt Vice Harry James 
On Ch’field Program 


Chesterfield Cigarettes will drop 
Harry James and his orch from its 
Tuesday through Thursday CBS 7:15- 
7:30 slot and will sponsor John 
Nesbitt and his “Passing Parade” 


AFM Gets “Go” On! 
New Web Pacts 


Danger of a strike of musicians 


against the networks and individual 
broadcasters is over, following an 
order last week by James C. Petrillo, 
head of the AFM. Petrillo advised 
union locals to proceed with nego- 
tiating new contracts with outlets 
within the jurisdiction of each. Old 


contracts expired Monday night (31). 
NBC and CBS, affiliates of Colum- 
bia Recording and RCA-Victor Rec- 
were surprised by Petrillo’s 
Since the two major disc 


ords, 
order. 
manufacturing concerns are still 
against Petrillo’s record settlement 
licensing plan they fully expected 
retaliation to force them in line. For 
months both nets have been grad- 
ually cutting down on orchestra re- 
mote pickups, for example, substitut- 
ing studio shows and orchestras, to 
avoid being caught unprepared in 
the event Petrillo did crack down. 


Suit Against Station, 
Agency Claims Pirating 


Of Ideas, Plots, Et Al. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 

WDGY, its owner Dr. George E. 
Young, and McCord Co., Minneapolis 
advertising agency, have been named 
defendants in a $15,000 suit for dam- 
ages and accounting brought by Isa- 
dore Pulverman, radio program pro- 
moter of Minneapolis. 


Suit, first of its kind here, alleges 
defendants appropriated for their 
own use certain ideas and entertain- 
ment formulae and plots for pro- 
grams which were offered to the sta- 
tion in 1940 and which they since 
have allegedly used without permis- 
sion and compensation. 


The plaintiff alleges further the 
station incorporated Pulverman’s 
original ideas for programs which 
they advertised as “Cash Call” and 
“Minuet Money-bag.” He _ further 
states when he approached the sta- 
tion and advertising agency officials 
they agreed he would be allowed li- 
cense fees and percentages of time 
bought and talent used. 

In January, 1943, he copyrighted 
his program ideas and sold the plans 
to WLOL, local Mutual outlet, which 
has been using them with success. 

Shortly thereafter WDGY began 
using the program ideas, hence the 
suit. 


SINATRA TO STAR ON 


“WAKE UP” REVIVAL 


Frank Sinatra, switching over to 


another Lever Bros. account, gets 
the call from the Lux Radio Thea- 
tre, Feb. 21, and has drawn down 
the lead role in “Wake Up and 
Live,” film version of which a few 
years back spotlighted the pseudo- 
feud between Walter Winchell and 
the late Ben Bernie. Hollywood 
chatter-gatherer Sid Skolsky is 
down for the W.W. assignment with 
other roles as yet unannounced. 
Drafting of Sinatra for the Cecil 
B. DeMille Monday night opus has 
convinced even the crustiest die- 
hards on the Coast that the Jersey 
crooner has really arrived. 


WHIP Gut of ’44 Red 


Even Before FCC Okay 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 


WHIP will return to the air on) 


Feb. 22, providing their application 
for a resumption of license is fa- 
vorably acted upon by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
week. Station is in complete readi- 
ness for operation as soon as green 
light is given by the FCC and can 
take the air on the turr of a switch. 

Entire overhead budget for the 
year’s operation is guaranteed by 
time already sold, mostly to old-time 
customers, Doris Keane, vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer, said. Station 
will operate from sunrise to sunset 
on the 1520 wave length with 5,000 


watts. 


news stanza instead beginning March 
Nesbitt will continue as narra- 


Sunday afternoons over the same 
web. 

Newell-Emmett, agency for the 
cig firm, exercised a prior option on 
Nesbitt’s services, causing a shift in 
Westinghouse’s plans, since the elec- 


tric supply company had optioned 
time on the Blue web for a show 
which also would 
have begun in March. 

William Morris agency handled for 


this 


Barker Drops Scripting 
Of “Kitty Foyle” For 
“King’s Row,” Serial 


Al Barker relinquished the script- 
ing chore on the CBS “Kitty Foyle” 
stanza yesterday (Tues.) to ready 
radio serial versions of “King’s Row,” 
the Henry Bellaman novel, and an 
original mystery, “It Could Happen 
to You,” for presentation to agencies 
and sponsors. Both series, produced 
in association with Harry Hoff, of 
the Henry Souvaine office, will be 
available in 15-minute, five-a-week 
form or as half-hour sessions. Barker 
will continue his scripting for the 
Blue “Terry and the Pirates” pro- 
gram in spite of the additional bur- 
den of the Bellaman novel adapta- 
tion and the whodunit authorship. 

Probability that one of the shows 
will wind up as a half-hour session 
while the other becomes a five-a- 
week 15-minute layout. Film version 
of “King’s Row” was produced two 
years ago by Warners Bros. 


ELAINE EWING JOINS 
J. W. THOMPSON AGCY. 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

Elaine Ewing, assistant chief of 
station relations and editor of the 
Women’s Radio War Program Guide 
of the OWI Radio Bureau for the 
past two years, has joined the J. 
Walter Thompson Agency. She is 
assigned here to aid John Heiney, 
who opened a radio office for J. 
Walter Thompson in Washington a 
few weeks ago. 

Mrs. Ewing will assist in locating 
talent, and in writing and production 
for Thompson shows, with particular 
attention to the Owen-Illinois 
“Broadway Matinee.” 


Anheuser-Busch Mulls 
2-Hr. Marty May Show 


Anheuser-Busch, St. Louis beer 
manufacturer, is considering half- 
hour comedy-variety stanza for ra- 
dio sponsorship with Marty May, 
Broadway musical comedy star and 
vaudevillian, featured. 

CBS has been approached as to 
time availabilities. 


FCC Report Bares 
Trend to All-Out 
Net Affiliation 


Chicago, Feb. 1, 

With 632 of the 910 standard 
broadcast stations in the United 
States affiliated with one of the 
four major networks, according to a 
January report of the Federal Com. 
munications Commission, the radio 
industry is fast seen approaching 
the time when all stations will be 
affiliated with one of the big net- 
works. Latest figures show that NBC 
has 134 stations, the Blue 162, CBS 
130, and Mutual 206. 


Divided as to power they are: 


Power Stations 
52 
12 
1 

43 
5,000 watts night; 10,000 
2 
5,000 watts (except 1,000 


watts from 5 a.m. to LSR) 1 
5,000 watts night; 1,000 watts 


LS at Albuquerque; 250 
watts after sunset ........ 1 
1,000 watts night; 5,000 watts 
39 
1,000 watts night; 2,500 watts 
500 watts night; 1,000 watts 
250 watts night; 1,000 watts 
1,000 watts night; 250 watts 


Ownership of stations by network 
is as follows: CBS, eight stations; 
NBC, six stations, and the Blue, 
three stations. 


RESINOL TO SPONSOR 
JORGENSON ON BLUE 


Resinol Chemical Co. has bought 
its first network radio program, a 
news commentary to be heard over 
the 10 Blue Coast outlets three days 


Feb. 14. Edward Jorgenson, Blue 
news staffer will be featured on the 
show. Sponsor has been particularly 
active in spot broadcasting recently. 
Cortland D. Ferguson is the agency. 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a_ Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 


Megt.: LOU CLAYTON 


_Dallas—Pat Halverson latest ad- 
dition to the announcing staff of 
WFAA-KGKO. 


Is Produced in Chicago 


| 


lated and paced...” 


“ABE LINCOLN’S STORY” 


(MBS, Sundays, 4:30 p.m. EWT) 


“It is the finest network program on the air” 
“VARIETY”—January 19, 1944 


ALAN 
FISHBURN 


“, «+ his direction is the most stimulating, intelligent and 
all-fired effective I've ever seen... sure, beautifully modu- 


“BILLBOARD” (Burr), 2/5/38 


Under the Direction of 
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FCC Wants Web 
Shows Recorded 


Washington, Feb. 1. 


Advance signs of the expected 
turbulent radio campaign in this 
year’s presidential and other elec- 
tions were being read into the rule 
recently proposed by the FCC requir- 
ing all regional or national network 
programs to be recorded by the 
master station for the purpose of 
keeping a record of the program 
for reference purposes. Records 
stipulated in the proposed ruling 
would be preserved by the station 
for one year. 

Records would be available in 
case of libel suits or other legal ac- 
tion against the station or program 
participants and, in this respect, 
would be the equivalent of news- 
paper files or other printed matter. 
Oral arguments, pro and con, will 
be held before the Commission 
March 15. 

Another use for the recorded pro- 
grams, observers here noted, would 
come should the proposed White- 
Wheeler committee suggestion be 
adopted requiring that all parties 
discussing controversial matters over 
the air be allowed equal time on the 
air to present arguments and ob- 
servations. 


Blue Scores Battle 
Scoop in Recording 
Naval Engagement 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

The Blue network scored an ex- 
elusive battle scoop when a recorded 
description of an actual naval battle 
engagement was broadcast last Fri- 
day (28) on the net’s “Meet Your 
Navy” program. 

The combat recording was made on 
one of the navy baby flat top carriers 
and included orders’ and conversation 
between men on the carrier, naval 
flyers and members of a destroyer, 
all of whom were staging a smash- 
ing attack on an enemy U boat. 

The recording, made under the 
supervision of Lt. Marvin Royston, 
former studio field engineer for the 
Blue central division, was made 
without knowledge of the men in- 
volved in the clash. 


NEW SHOW BASED ON 
MOPPET PSYCHOLOGY 


New approach to children’s story- 
telling stanzas will be used by Dr. 
Myrtle McGraw, child psychiatrist, 
on a new series of programs, “Let’s 
Listen To a Story,” starting Feb. 6 
9:15-9:30 on WMCA, N. Y. Format 
calls for participation via questions 
and comments from the partici- 
pating children about the story of 
the day. Stories are to be chosen 
from current collections that are 


pOpus ii tiie Mivppetis, iney 


to be related in an informal home- 
like atmosphere with the children 
permitted to break in at any time. 
Sessions are directed at the 5-12 
year group and psychological ap- 
proach lies in attempt to get the 
listening children to identify them- 
selves with those on program who 
will be chosen from the New York 
school. First program will feature 
“The Three-Masted Schooner” taken 
from a recently published work. 


WJZ Victory Troupe 
As }-Hr. Show Readied 


WJZ’s Victory Troupe, including 
whispering Jack Smith, the Kibitzers, 
Jeanne Roy, comedienne, Airlane 
Trio, Texas Jim Robertson, Ilene 
Woods, singer, and guest stars, is be- 
ing molded into a half-hour show to 
be presented to sponsors shortly. 

The troupe has made 209 appear- 
service bases, industrial 
plants, hospitals and bond rallies in 
the east, travelling a total of 86,000 
miles to date. It has sold nearly 
$70,000,000 in war bonds during 53 
bond rally performances. 

Maurice Joachim is working with 
Joe Seiferth in preparing material 
for the contemplated program, under 
Supervision of WJZ manager, John 
McNeil. 


Amarille — Raymond  Hollings- 
worth has been vamed general man- 
ager of KGNC, replacing John Bal- 
lard, who has resigned. Hollings- 
worth was former program director. 
Aubrey Jackson has been named 
Sales manager for station. 


Esquire to Sponsor 
Air Show If It Beats 
Walker’s Mailing Rap 


Should the courts uphold Esquire 
mag in its fight against mailing ban 
imposed by Postmaster General 
Walker, the mag will turn to spon- 
sorship of an air show, format of 
which will be a 10-minute, five- 
times-weekly musical show over a 
major network. 

Publishers of the mag, who also 
publish Coronet, are decidedly in- 
terested in radio promotion, follow- 
ing success of “Coronet Story Teller” 
stint, now on the Blue Mondays 
through Saturdays in the 9:55-10 p.m. 
slot. 

Schwimmer & Scott, Chicago, is 
the agency on the account, 


ORTEGA ON “VALLEY” 


Santos Ortega will be narrator on 
“Green Valley, U. S. A.” dramatic 
show which will be sponsored over 
60 Mutual stations from 5 to 5:30 p.m. 
(EWT) beginning Feb. 20 by Emer- 
son Radio Corp. 

Weintraub agency handles the ac- 
count. 


Keyne-Gordon, Inc. 


Phillip Keyne-Gordon, com- 
mentator heard on WJW, which 
recently moved from Akron to 


Cleveland, for a period extend- 
ing from Aug. 1942, through Dec. 
1943, wasn’t one man but rep- 
resented the combined efforts of 
five men. Disclosure has been 
made in a letter to Radio Reports 
from J. R. Reed on WJW station- 
ery that “Keyne-Gordon” was a 
“mob, not a man.” 

For more than a year and a 
half, the five cabalists managed 
to keep their secret but it had 
to be privately disclosed to Mu- 
tual over whose net the program 
was heard, that there was no 
such person. Program termin- 
ated shortly after this disclosure. 
During the last month, the 
“spieler” was kept on for con- 
tractual purposes and all opera- 
tions other than the actual 
broadcast were suspended at Mu- 
tual’s behest. 


Troy—Natalie Hatch of Albany is 
now an announcer at WTRY. Ed 
Walker, another spieler at WTRY, 
recently received a medical dis- 
charge from the Army. 


IRE Conclave Finds Foreign Agencies 
Looking to U.S. for Radio Advances 


Highlighted by reports from panels 
of the Radio Technical Planning 
Board and engineers from the FCC, 
the two-day winter technical meet- 
ing of the Institute of Radio En- 
gineers, international “brain trust” 


of the industry, attracted nearly 1,500 
members, guests and important fig- 
ures in broadcasting at the Hotel 
Commodore, N. Y., last week (28-29). 
Coming on the heels of the FMBI 
meeting, the IRE get-together also 
served to*give many members of that 
organization an inside slant on the 
many technical angles facing radio 
in the post-war world. 

That American scientists and en- 
gineers are being looked to for many 
important developments with the 
coming of peace could be deduced 
from the many foreign agencies rep- 
resented at the conclave. A partial 
list of overseas reps included mem- 
bers of the Soviet purchasing com- 
mission, Chinese supply mission, the 
British Air Commission, several Can- 


adian government and_ industrial 
bureaus, Mackay Radio, International 
T. & T., Pan American Airways, 
members of the Free French supply 
agency, the Belgian Embassy, Aus 
stralian Legation, British army, Ine 
ternational GE, Netherlands Em- 
bassy, American Export Airlines and 
many other official and semi-official 
units. 

The expected complete disintegra- 
tion of enemy laboratory, commer- 
cial, experimental, military and in- 
dustrial establishments before cessa- 
tion of hostilities undoubtedly will 
place the major technical reconstruc- 
tion burden on business and govern- 
ment leaders in the United States, it 
is generally agreed, and accordingly 
the international aspect of the IRE 
meeting looms large in the back- 
ground of its formal activities. 


San Antonio.—Allan Teas, from 
little theatre grcups in Pasadena, 
Cal., added to KMAC announcing 
staff. 


Imagine .. 
a Johnny 


. these guys think Jack Benny is 
Come Lately.” Believe it or not, 


they heard Benny on the air for the first time 
a little over a month ago. You see, they live 
in one of the many Pacific Coast markets that 
depends entirely on Don Lee for network 


reception, 


and Don Lee recently started re- 


leasing the Jack Benny show, every Sunday 
evening, over all 34 stations. . 
Now every radio family on the Pacific 


Coast can 


hear Benny— many of them for 


the first time. This is extremely important 


... you, too, 


may have a show that’s a wow... 


it may have a terrific rating in the 4 regu- 
larly Hooper rated cities on the coast. But 
a special Hooper radio survey (the largest 
ever made on the Pacific Coast—~276,019 


telephone 


calls) shows that in many of the 


THOMAS §. LEE, President 

LEWIS ALLEN WEISS, Vice-Pres., Genera] Mar. 
5515 MELROSE AVE., HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIF. 
Represented Nationally by John Blair & Co. 


THE 


NATION‘’S 


GREATEST 


markets outside of the 4 Hooper cities, 60 to 
100% of the radio listeners are tuned to 
Don Lee. If your show isn’t on Don Lee, an 
awtul lot of people aren't going to hear it. 

Incidently, in case any one tells you that 


these listeners aren't worth going after, re- 
mind him that over half of the retail sales* 
on the Pacific Coast are made outside the 


4 counties in which the regularly Hooper 
rated cities are located, and more than 9 


out of every 10 Pacific Coast radio families 
live within 25 miles of a Don Lee station 


... very handy, eh? 


* Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, May 10,1943 
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previously occupied by television, to 


a large extent. 
News Behind the News 


Maj. Armstrong further declared 
that pending the new allocations and 
during the hearings great efforts 
were made to boost sales of tele sets 
equipped for the first band so that 
allocation of these megacycles to FM 
would result in beefs from recent 
tele purchasers. The speaker re- 
ferred to these revelations as news 
behind the news—said that on the 
“the ““dust-up” in Washing- 
ton appeared to center about stand- 
ards of tele equipment. 

“But.” he said, “the background 
of it was what I have just stated, the 
undertaking to block FM by filling 
up the No. 1 television band with re- 
ceivers.” 

Maj. Armstrong also revealed that 
FM interests have decided to ask the 
FCC for a larger apportionment of 
the high frequency band for post- 
war operations, 
that FM be allowed to stretch their 
present space between 42 and 
megacycles up to the 56 megacycle 
limit. 

This would displace the teleslot 
between 50 and 56 megacycles and 
push the first tele band up to 60-72. 
Although no direct accusations were 


'ment ot 


The vroposal asks | 


50 


FM-Tele Slugfest | Looms 


Continued from page 23 


broadcasters 
move 


television 
would 


that 
manufacturers 


made 
ana 


to 


block this proposal the inference was ! 


plain that FM’s desires in this re- 
spect would not go through unham- 
pered, 


FM. the 
agreed, is in 
tion right now 
The Commodore 
full evidence of their 
solidarity. That television 
they 
gained from developments in Chi- 
cago two’ Weeks ago When'reps of the 
video industry met to organize on a 
national scale to further advance- 
the new medium. 

FMBI, it must be remembered, has 
a four-year bulge on the tele en- 
thusiasts and already has 37 member 
commercial stations operating with 
two others under construction. 
plicants for commercial FM licenses 
in the organization number 19, and 
are on the upbeat. At last week's 
meeting 631 paid registration fees 
and many membership application 
blanks were picked up. 

Chairman Fly, however, 


well 
posi- 
point, 
gave 


industry is pretty 
much stronger 
to carry their 
convention 
strength 
realizes 


while be- 


Ap- | 


Newis 


| DuMont, 


and | 


ing very gracious in his address to | 
FMers, gave no inaication of his 


or the FCC’s expected stand when 
the FM-tele battle moves on to the 
banks of the Potomac. 


-- 


More national 


advertisers 


placed spot 


CamMpalons On 


than any other 


York station 


Actually, ONE HALF of all the 


1943 national spot advertising 


in New York went to WOR. 


WOR 


That power-full station at 
1440 Broadway, New York 


| be tixed by 
are being outstripped might be | 


Tele B casters 


Elect Du Mont 


Meeting in New York Sat. (29), the 
organized Television Broad- 
Assn., Inc... elected Allen 

prexy of DuMont Bn 
and named a slate of oafvi- 
cers directors. As yet unfilled, | 
however, is the retaryv- 
treasurer, which is to be tilled by the | 
directors 
of oiYice, 


Casters 


president 
and 
post of sec 
or 
duties and compensation to 
the board. 

chosen by the or- 
were: us Wis 


Other officers 
ganization commiitee 
Allen Weiss. Don Lee Web, vice- 
president, and John R. Poppele, 
WOR, asst. secretary - treasurer, 
Named to the board of directors tor 
three-vear terms were: O, B. Han- | 
son. NBC: EF. A. Hayes. Hughes Tool, 
Tex.: and Paul Raibourn, Television 
Productions, Inc. and tele exec of | 
Paramount. Two-year directors are 
Worthington Miner, CBS: F. J. Bing- 
ley, Philco: E. W. Mason, Earle 
Anthony, Inc.; Robert L. Gibson, GE 
Weiss and DuMont. 


Poppele was appointed chairman | 


of the membership committee, Gib- 
son will head the publicity group, the 
engineering committee will be chair- 


a salary basis with term | 


The Fish Hour 


Allied Fish Industries, with 
headquarters in Chicago, consid- 


ering sponsorship of half-hour 
comedy-variety radio program 
to increase popularity of fish in 


wartime. 


| Format would include spiel by 
| famed chef each week, giving 
B.| a fish menu, Mutual has been 
| approached for time availabili- 
ties. 


E. E. Herton-Patsy Kelly 
_ Show, Malone Series Up 


For Blue Showcasing 


Continuing their policy of building 
audi- 


sustaining shows with strong 
ence appeal and showcasing them for 
sponsors while on the air. 


| 11:30-12 p.m. 
‘Malone,  story-teller 

reader, currently 
11:50 each afternoon. 
| half- hour with an organ and vocalist. 


Record of another half-hour stint 
{based on “Grand Hotel” and teatur- 
ing Edward Everett Horton and 
| Patsy Kelly in the comedy-dramatic 
{stanza was also heard, with final 
plans as to time, stations and inau- 


and poetry 


Blue net- 
| work officials last week discussed an 
show built around Ted 


heard on the web 
Stint would be 


maned by Bingley, Miner was named sural date still undecided. | 
director of the program committee | 
and a post-war planning channel will m 
be headed by Raibourn. Prexy Du-"* Church On Air 
Mont announced the imminent | 
formation of a tele manufacturers’ | & Continued from page 23 
committee from among associate | rams are by no means available | 
members. 
TBAI. on invitation, voted to join | over all the stations on the net- 
the Radio Technical Planning Board | works. 
as a sponsoring member. The new | Recommendations 
organization. Dela- | Recommendations of the survey | 
ware Jan, 25, has established annual} 
dues for active members at $1,000 | S'OUP were: Less talk and 
for each experimental or commercial , more great religious music would be 
tele license or permit held or ape | welcome. The greatest composers 
plied for on a pro rata basis dating|in the world have devoted their | 
from dates of issuance. Affiliate | talents to the writing of religious | 
memberships also were set up. | music, yet there is not a single radio | 
Executive offices of the TBAT are! program devoied to the serge 


exnected to be opened in New York 


soor., 


Maxon-FM 


Continued from page 22 


covered was 
“superior tonal quality” with 37.8% 
advancing this reason. Next 
freedom from with 19° 


sets in the territories 


static, al- 


to obviously because of 
purely local conditions. 

With a deep bow 
of FM outlets in Philly 
waukee the Maxon exec 
that “superior programming” 
ed set purchases in those 
the tune of 36°, and 16° respec- 
tively. In New York this reason 
polled a mere 2.7% and in Detroit, 
§.6°o. 

“Translated 
total sample.” 


and Mil- 
prompt- 
cities to 


into the terms of the 
the Maxon survey de- 
clared, “slightly less than 15°) of all 
FM setowners said that their FM 
reception was not satisfactory; 85°; 
ith the signal tney 
received. The FM receiver manu- 
facturers, even before the war, 
pear to have been turning out a re- 
ceiver far more satisfactory than the 
receivers on which AM station 
network audiences originally 
created. With the exception of a 
very few manufacturers, the makers 
otf FM radio apparently 
have created a product standard 
high as would be revealed by 
veys of practically any other 
uct of wide consumer use.” 
That currently operating FM sta- 


Were satisiied w 


ana 


were 


receivers 
as 

sur- 
prod- 


tions have built and are holding 
audiences was brought out in the 
igency s figures showing that in the 
New York area, served by 10 FM 
vutlets. 29°, of setowners listen 3 to 
4 hours a day, 23° listen 2 to 3 
hours daily, and 17 use their sets 
more than four hours a dav, with 
only 12% reporting less than two 
hours’ daily set use 

The other cities with fewer FM 
Stations on the air did not hold up 
to these figures, .with areas less heay- 
ily covered by FM programs show- | 
ing fewer listening hours in direct 


proportion to the scarcity of FM out- 
lets in the territories. 

The Maxon questionnaire was 
drawn up by agency stafters and also 
included queries inserted by a client | 
and by the tour FM stations cooper- 
ating in the poll. 


Bob Cragin A Corp. 
Schenectady, Feb. 1. 
Bob Cragin, former copy chief at’ 
Leighton & Nelson who worked on. 


shows the agency produced for 
WSNY and WGY, now a corporal! in| 
artillery anti-crafi at Camp Ed- 


wards, Mass. 


came | 


though in New York this reason rose | 


in the direction | 


revealed | 


ap- | 


| discussion 


tion of the masterpieces in this field. 


(2) The churches” should study | 
how to create types of programs 
that fit the peculiar facilities of 
radio. The “Town Meeting of the 
Air,” the “Music Appreciation 
Hour.” and the “American School of 
| the Air,” have developed such tech- 


niques in the field of secular educa- 


| tion. Why should they not be used 
in religious education? The “Caval- 
| cade of America” has successfully 


dramatized American history. A 
| similar technique applied to the his- 
| tory of the great religious move- 
ments might be equally or even 
more effective. 

Round table discussions, forums, 
and even the much-abused quiz 
technique which, though difficult, 
have all proved their worth on the 


| 

| air, are entirely ignored by religious 

| agencies. Equally ignored is the 

| format of the “Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour” where a brief five-min- 

| ute talk is inserted in the middle of | 


a fine musical program. 
All 


radio broadcasting is expen- 
Sive, 


the survey concluded, and 
| programs of the type suggested will 
be beyond the possibilities of the 
local church. Their 
call for concerted planning on 
part of national denominations 
interdenominational 


and 
agencies. 


production will | 
the | 


Fly’s “‘Info’’ 


|—Cmuue Continued from page 22 


second, and radio ignition will never 
catch up with it. 
“Oh, 


should I scrap my 


here is a good one. Why 
AM in- 
with FM 


when Iam making good profits now? 


present 


vestment 


and start all ove: 


A.—Well, now, doctors advise 
complete relaxation, and I wouldn't 
get excited about it. I would jusé sit 


tight and let someone else wreck the 
business you have on your hands. 
“Number 10—Do I to 
ASCAP license? 


“Well, 


have have 


ah 
I just arbitrarily assign the 
of that to Deems Taylor. 
“Number 11—Can I use phono- 
graph records on FM? 
“Well, not the ones you have been 
using for the last 11 years. 


“Number 15—Am I cutting my 
;own throat by building an FM sta- 
tion and letting my AM listeners 


get used to FM? 


“Yes, that is right, but why go to 
the trouble of building? Just cut 
your own throat anyway. That 
would probably be cheaper.” 

At one stage in examining the 
questions Chairman Fly paused in 


wonderment to exclaim, “They have 
everything except Petrillo in here!” 


W. J. Damm Slate 


Retained By FMBI 


All officers of Frequency Modul: 
tion Broadcasters, Inc. were ye. 
elected at last week’s New York 
meeting (26-27) and three dire ctors 
whose three-year terms had expired 
also were returned the board, 
Unanimous action returned Pras 
Walter J. Damm, L. W. Herzog, ane 
treas., and Theodore C. Steibert, yy 
to their posts. Damm, George Lang 
and John Shepard III will continue 
to serve as directors. 

Membership market at fifth annual 
huddle was decidedly “bullish” with 
36 newcomers boosting FMBI rolls 
to 108, a new high with additional 
applications received and to be acted 
upon. Next membership 
skedded in N. Y., April 14. 

Outlit also announced opening of 
Washington, D. C. office in charge 
of Myles Loucks. brother of Phil 
Loucks, FMBI general counsel, 
Washington hdqs. obviously will 
facilitate legislative and other moves 
concerning government regulations, 
amendments to the Communications 


a- 


to 


mee ting is 


Act, etc.. in which FM’ers will be 
vitally interested along with tele- 
visionaries, broadcasters and 
other Segments of the broadcasting 
industry, 

‘hat these regulatory matters rate 
topdrawer interest on part. of 
FM'ers was demonstrated at the 
Round Table discussion Thursday 
morning (27) when Pres. Damm, 
Maj. Edwin Armstrong, C. M. Jan- 
sky, Jr.. Phil Loucks, E. K. Jett. of 
the FCC, and others acted as a 
board of experts to shed light on 
questions puzzling many at the 


meeting. Major puzzlers, as expected 
by those in the know, led directly 
to the doors of Congress and the 
FCC although technical and engi- 
neering problems likewise figured 
heavily in the interrogatory barrage, 


Pardon Me, But 
Your Show May 
Be Slipping 


GAG WRITER AND COM- 
EDY SITUATION BUILDER 
IMMEDIATELY AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR SHOW ON 
EITHER COAST. 


IDENTIFIEO WITH TOP 
NET SHOWS. PRICE $650. 
EXCELLENT REFER- 
ENCES. DRAFT STATUS, 
1-A-H. WIRE OR WRITE 
BOX 21, VARIETY, 154 W. 
ST. NEW YORK 19, 


AND HIS 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


Direction: William Morris Agey. 


SACRIFICING 
Superfine qu: ALBU MS 
GIANT SIZE 


Air 


26x26 inches; heavy black feather grain cover, 
reinforced cerners; 109 black loose-leat pages, 
eloth-hinged for extra strength: 3 adjustable 


Made jor Army Force 


a metal binding pests; weight, 25 

pounds, 

A $50.00 Value $15.00 

While they last............. Each 

Junior Size Album, $5.00 
Each 


Same quality 
¥. 
TEL L. 


SAM “EK 
3 East (4th St., New York City 3, N. Y. 


SPACE BUYER 
OPPORTUNITY 


Leading national advertiser requires 
space and time buyer with spot ex- 
perience particularly —j-day week— 
office closes daily 4:30. Reply with 
salary expected. Experience, Ref- 
erences treated contideatially. This 
is a permaneut position. 
Bex 611, Variety 


154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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WLB Okays Pay Hikes 
For 300 Workers In 
NBC Engineering Dept. 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

The War Labor Board approved 
Monday (31) wage increases for 
about 300 technical workers in the 
NBC Engineering Dept. Wage hike 
affects employees in New York, 
Denver, Chicago, Washington, Cleve- 
land, Hollywood and San Francisco. 
Increases are all within the Little 
Steel formula. - 

Action was taken by WLB after 
application had been received from 
NBC and the union, the National 
Assn. of Broadcasting Engineers and 
Technicians. 

Agreement calls for monthly wage 
increases from $7.27 to $28.75, the 
minimum rates of four of the 12 
labor groups involved; wage boosts 
of $14.57 and $15 monthly, the mini- 
mum rates for two groups, and an 
increase of 5% on the first $300 of 
all monthly salaries, 


2 NEW BLUE SHOWS 
SET FOR COAST BOW 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Blue network sold two programs 
for Coast sponsorship last week. One 
brings back song-and-patter 
team of Andy and Virginia, vets of 
the Coast lanes, for three-time 
weekly quarter-hour series under 
aegis of a storage company. 

Other is half-hour musical bank- 
rolled by Rainier Brewing Co. Tal- 
ent set so far includes Oppie Cates 
orchestra; Herb Allen, emcee; Eileen 
Wilson, songstress, and Tobe Reed as 
dramatic narrator. Leonard Reed, 
of the Blue’s Hollywood staff, writes 
and directs. Both shows take their 
bow second week in February. 


Balter 


Continued from page 23 


want to know why I have been be- 
trayed.” 

Pointing out that vulgarity and 
violation of military security were 
supposed to be the only reasons why 
commentators were barred, Balter 
said: 

“Neither of these reasons apply 
in this case and Mutual knows it. 
These broadcasts have hit at the 
enemies of American and Allied 
unity. They have lashed out at 
pressure groups, at obstructionists 
of the war effort, at enemies of the 
masses of the people. And in so 
doing they have been scrupulously 
fair. That is more than I can say 
for Mutual.” 


He challenged Mutual officials to 
debate his dismissal on their own 
network and to “tell the people why 
they muzzled me, or who ordered it 
—if they can.” 

Ii Washington a spokesman for 
the FCC said no complaint had yet 
been officially received from Balter. 
He said that the commission had no 
control over what goes into pro- 
grams, and cannot say who can or 
cannot broadcast. 

“However,” said the official, “if 
we get a written complaint we will 
ask for an explanation from the net- 
work.” 


‘‘What’s New?” 


——— Continued from page 23 


ment in phases of literature, show 
business, science, politics, etc., never 
quite clicked, with an attempt in re- 
cent weeks, since its removal to the 
east, to make it more of a family- 
type show only resulting in the with- 
drawal of Jack Douglas as comedian, 
thus complicating the situation. 

The 7-8 p.m. Saturday slot also was 
regarded as unfavorable and al- 
though Blue, at the expiration of the 
first 13-week period, offered RCA 
two other available spots, including 
the 10-11 Sunday night hour, both 
were rejected by the sponsor. 


At the time RCA pacted the Blue 
time, an agreement was made with 
Edward J. Noble, the web owner, 
that it would keep the show off any 
other network for at least a year. 


With the exception of its last two 
weeks on the Coast, when Cecil B. 
deMille took over, Don Ameche em- 
ceed the show. When the program 
moved east, Leonard Warren, Celeste 
Holm and Jim Ameche did a three- 
way emcee job, with Cy Howard re- 
Placing Douglas after the latter 


rea 


PERKINS QUITS CBS 
TO JOIN LOOK MAG 


Albert R. Perkins, manager of the 
program writing staff at CBS and 
former script director, joins Look 
Magazine as film and radio director 
on Feb. 21, 

Perkins will be in charge of the 
mag’s motion picture releases and 
will supervise radio and tele re- 
search. His acquisition is part of 
mag’s plan to experiment in radio, 
tele and motion pictures, 

No successor has been named to 
Perkins at CBS. Prior to joining the 
net, he was story editor for Walt 
Disney and before that he was editor 
of the March of Time releases. 


Englander Bed Buys 
Fri. Night CBS Time 


Englander Bc ~ Co. has bought the 
7:15 to 7:30 Friday night spot on 
CBS and will inaugurate a once- 
weekly series of broadcasts begin- 


ning March 15, format of which has 
not been decided. 


Biow is agency on the account. 


Brupper 
Memphis, Feb. 1. 


It may be confusing to some 
people, but WMPS thinks the 
night-time listeners love it. 


Station is recording “Break- 
fast at Sardi’s” from the net- 
work in the ayem period and is 
doing a repeat at 7:30 p.m. for 
the folks who miss it in the 
morning. 


NBC’S WAR CLINIC 
SKEDDED IN 5 CITIES 


NBC’s third annual War Clinic will 
take in sessions in five cities and 
will run three days in each city. 
Meetings begin Feb. 28 in New York 
and conclude March 22 in Los 
Angeles after stops in Atlanta, Dal- 
las and Chicago. 

The agendas of the confabs are 
similar to those of previous years 
encompassing such subjects as FM 
and television and featuring talks 
by NBC execs, a closed meeting for 
affiliates in each district and panel 
discussions on operation. 


Dual Ownership Edict Cues Appeals 


To FCC for More Station Transfers 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
Transfer of control of several sta- 
tions, in accordance with recent FCC 


rules, and subject to FCC approval, 
was announced Friday (29) by the 
Commission. 

CBS has sold 55% of WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. C., to the KFAB Broadcast- 
ing Co., Lincoln, Neb., retaining the 
remaining 45%. Columbia, in turn 
acquires 45% of KFAB, with the 
Nebraska company retaining 55%. 
Switcheroo, if okayed by FCC, does 
the following: 

1. FCC regulations prevent one 
network from owning facilities in a 
community where web competition 
cannot acquire competing facilities. 
Sale will end this situation in Char- 
lotte where CBS owned one of three 
stations in the town. 

2. KFAB stockholders also own 
KFOR in Lincoln, Neb., which*they 
are required to dispose of under the 
FCC dual ownership rule. KFAB 
stockholders have already asked 


permission to sell KFOR and alsu 
KOIL in Omaha to the Stuart Bros., 
of Lincoln. 


3. Third problem which will be 
worked out will be the long desired 
night-time coordination of KFAB and 
WBBM, in Chicago. Both stations 
are on 780 k.c. If the sales are all 
worked out, KFAB will move to 
the 1110 frequency, leaving WBBM 
on a clear channel. 

Deal figured the value of WBT as 
worth about $500,000 more* than 
KFAB, 


Okay KNET Transfer 
Palestine, Tex., Feb. 1. 

The FCC has approved sale of 
KNET and transfer of control from 
Bert Horswell, Beverly Gordon Hore 
swell, and the Pauline Mayer Gor- 
don estate to Ben A. Billa and Leita 
Moy Laurie. 

Price in the sale has been reported 
as $7,800 with complete transfer of 
stock to the new owners. 


«7 


_ #with due credit to T. R. Kennedy, of the N. Y. Times 


...and if WJZ is that clear in New Hampshire, 
imagine how clear WJZ — the key station of the 
BLUE — now is in New York and vicinity. 
Think what WJZ can do for you. 
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ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 2, 1914 


J. Dorsey Great 356, Hub: T. Dorsey 
Ditto Monroe Philly 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; 
85-$1.10 Ella Mae Morse 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB). In 
week and holding to very fast 
$52,000, unly $2,000 behind 
prior frame. Stays another. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton: 3.200: 44-99)—Plus “Sing a 
Jingle” 
ley Worth, Marcia, on stage. Dorsey 
continues popular here to draw great 
$35.000 or near. 

Tommy Dorsey, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
lev; 3.800; 30-75)—With Gene Krupa 
and “Aldrich Haunts House” (Par). 
Barring Frank Sinatra gross, Dorsey 
will give the WB deluxer 
week it’s had since he played here 
more than a year ago. Sizzling $55,- 


7 jb: 
and 
firth 
gait at 


000 in the cards, with an assist from | 


Krupa. and small help from film. 

Richard Himber, New York (Cap- 
itol: 4.620: 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn 
Gravson, Lou Holtz and “Rags” Rag- 
land. in person, and “Guy Named 
Joe” (M-G). So strong on current 
sixth week at $68,000, show will hold 
another frame. 

Louis Jordan, New York (State: 3.- 


450: 35-$1.10)—With “Swing Fever” 
(M-G). and on stage. Howard & 
Shelton, Harriet Hoctor. Strong $35.- 


000 with nice assist from screen and 
stage bill. 

Paul Lavalle, New York (Roxy; 5.- 
886: 55-$1.10)—With Lower Basin St. 
airshow, Jack Durant, Hal LeRoy, 
Maurice Rocco, Helen Forrest. and 
“The Lodger” (2th). Wound un see- 
ond lap last night (Tuesday) at very 
strong $93.000. 


cept for Miss Forrest, management 
being unable to retain her because of 
prior commitments. Laird Cregar 
supplants her. 

Johnny Long, New York (Para- 
mount: 3.664; 35-$1.10)—With Haze! | 
Scott and others on stage and “Mivra- 
cle Morgan's Creek” (Par). Hard- 


hitting combo of stagebill and pic- | 


ture pushed gross for second week 
through last night (Tuesday) to 


$102.000, as against $100,000 initial 


Stanza. 

Frankie Masters (Majestic 1e- 
atre, Dallas; 2.774). Masters and film 
doing very well here: $28.500 ex- 


pected on week, approximately $500 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


(U), and Peg Leg Bates, Co- 


the best | 


| Dorsey last week broke the house 
| record here with a fast finish, total- | down’ at 20th iia 
ling $26,400 

Cootie Williams, Cleveland (Pal- ' Bill MacKrell, Pittsburgh saxman, 
ace: 3.700: 35-83)—With “Holmes | has quit Shep Fields to go with Jan 
Faces Death” (U), Inkspots, Ella | Garber outtit at Hotel Lincoln, N. Y. 


very long. Last week, just a little 
more than a month after he had 
joined Al Marsico’s band at Nixon 
Cafe, Pittsburgh, as drummer, Flem- 
ing was paged by Uncle Sam and 
in the navy. 


| Bob Crosby's musical crew moves 


Mitch Ayres date. Last week (20-) ("°° L week for special- Covers Total 
23) Masters drew $12,500 in four |" = ardon My Rhythm Bana Hotet Played Week est 
days at Worth theatre, Fort Worth. | eons ‘Ray Heatherton, .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 33 1100 45.375 
Vaughn Monroe, Philace!phia| Joe Reichman’s orchestra held | Lani McIntire*.. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........103 2,150 186,200 
(Earle; 2.760; 35-85)—Plus “Swing- |; over at the Biltmore, Los Angeles, Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 7 2.075 15,875 
time Johnny” (U). Looks like potent until May with options past that Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 6 3,225 19.759 
$25.500 or near. | date, insuring at least 20 weeks, the} Xavier Cugat ... Waldorf (550; 42) ......... See eee 3.075 16.650 
George Olsen, Omaha (Orpheum; | run in that spot since 1938. | Jan Garber....... Lincoln (275; 4 1,025 4,175 
2000: 20-63) —Plus “Man Down Un- | | Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 17 2,273 39.873 
der” (M-G). Band has done better | Robin Moore and his musical crew | Enric Madriguera Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 11 900 13,125 
here on other visits. May get $14,000) shoving off from Los Angeles for | F rae : ss “ 
or a little better. Picture rated no} bookings in Chicago and easiern | * Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
sreat help theatoes have ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoritch, 
Will Osborne, Newark (Adams: 
1,950; 35-99)—Plus “Drums of Fu The Pied Pipers signed jor four Chicago 


Manchu” (Rep). Solid $22,000. Jimmy | weeks to play in ‘Sweet and Low- 


Ernest Tubb’s hillbilly orchestra 
leaving the Coast for a midwestern 
}and southern tour, opening in Chi- 


Fitzgerald, on stage. Terrif $35,000, | 
with stage layout topped by Inkspots | 
rated responsible. 

Griff Williams, 


Chicago (Chicago: 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated covey 
charge business being done by name bands in various New Yori: hoteis. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hole! give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Bondshu 
and Hartmans continue to draw capacity 3,600. 

Bernie Cummins (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $3.50-$4 min.), 
Final days of Duke Ellington and Cummins and Gracie Barrie, who opened 
Thursday (27), chalked up a good 3,500. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
bination draw of Calloway, who closed (27), and Gray, who followed, 
up great 8,000. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, 
Joy, 


Com- 
rang 


Bismarck hotel; 
an established favorite, pulled in fine 5,000. 


465; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 


Whole show holds ex- | 


Claire as vocalist with Sonny 


| Coast. 


i weeks, 


| bia 


4.000; 50-85)—With “Johnny Come , ©4S°%: Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, 
Lately” (UA), and. on stage, Ger- | pag cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). 

trude Niesen. Fine $47.000 for sec-4 Billy Blair, bass player in Griff | 7,000. 

ond sesh. | Williams’ orch, leaves Feb. 3 and Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer 


On the Upbeat 


Bobby Allen new vocalist with | 
Louis Prima. Youngster auditioned 
for ieader after frequenting Earle, | 
Philadelphia, stagedoor all last week 
while Prima played there. 

It’s now Lt. Cdr. 
stationed in Miami. 


Ranny Weeks, 


Pat Cameron replaces Dorothy 
Dun- 


ham band at New Yorker hotel. N.Y. 


Ryan-Blue Barron 


Tommy band 
holds over 
hotel, N. Y. 


John 


nighters 


Kirby combo 
thrcugh south 
First one-nighter 
Kirby in two 


booking 
and 

route 
years. 


one 
out to 
that 
way for 
Monroe orch. 
Commodore hotel, N. Y., 
following Georgie Auld. 
tomorrow (Thursday). 


Vaughn returns to 


who opens 


Al Donahue’s band renewed at the 
Palace Hotel, San Francisco. for six 
with picture deals with War- 


ners and Universal in the offing. 


Freddie Fischer’s orchestra to be 
booked by Frederick Bros. agency | 


{after March 2. 


Ina Ray Hutton and girl bandsters 
dated for a musical short at Colum- | 
in May. | 

Osborn Fleming’s return to the | 
band business in Pittsburgh after an! 
absence of seven years didn't last, 


CED MUSIC 


the appointment of 


as 


on 


General Professtonal Manager 


February 1, 1944 


lfopens at Helsings’ Downtown Lounge, 
| Chicago, 
| piece outfit. 


until, March 1 at Edison | 


|.more. 


March 16, | 


‘weeks, Tic-Toc Ctub, Boston, 


Feb. 6 with his own five- | 9,200. 


Pee Wee Lewis, formerly with 
Russ Morgan, orch, has joined Babe 
Rhodes band, now doubling between 
stafY job at WCAE, Pittsburgh, and 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 
tuation. Pulling for 4,100 tabs. 


Edgewater 
Oliver kept ‘em coming 


little, but Hildegarde fans refuse to go home, cutting turnover. 


Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). 
to his pace of just under 4,000 covers. 


1,100; 50c¢ and 75e 
to tune of around 


Beach hotel: 


750: $3-$3.50 min.). Gained a 


Excellent 


House: 


Los Angeles 
900: $1-$1.50). 


Solid draw with little flue. 


Held for six more weeks due 


Vogue Terrace, Pitt. Lewis (Louis 

Sturchio), who. still hasn't been 

called up, was the guy who re- Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
ceived front -page publicity several 

months ago when draft board put (Los Angeles) 

him, a father of seven, in 1A, Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, fifth week). 


after four weeks. 
Horace Heidt 


Bernie Armstrong and his KDKA 


Dipping a little 


Should still top neat 28,000. 
(Trianon B, Southgate, 


third week), Strong weekends 


orch have been booked for annual | taking up midweek slack. Going well at 7,000. - 
Lincoln Day ball at William Penn Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxies, N, Los Angeles, 13th week). Harris’ popu- 
hotel, Pittsburgh, on Feb. 12. larity and strong floor show holding at 5,000 level. 

Billy Yates unit has reunded out | (Chicago) : 
fourth month at Hotel Roosevelt’s| Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Joe FE. Lewis and Breese 


will | had tables on dance floor again. Big 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500: 


business. About 5,800 tabs, 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes | 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of | 
more than one.band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- | 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | 
and respective publishers.) 


and 
weeks 


Room, Pittsburgh 
for at least eight 


Fiesta 
stick there 


{Glen Gray ..........- Decca | 
{ Andrews Sisters ..... Decca | 
2. Shoo-Shoo Baby (6) (Leeds) seeecee* ) Ella Mae Morse...... Caplto! 
( Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 


{ Frank Sinatra ....Columbia | 


‘ning (96 
4. Beautiful Morning (26) "++ ) Bing Crosby seseeses-Decea | 


(Crawford) 


3. Mairzy Doats (1) (Miller) ..Al Trace ...... Hit | 

Yo Nothin’ (3) (Triangie).... Ella Mae Morse..... Capitol 

( Kay Armen Decca | 

7. How Sweet You Are (5) (Remick ) Jo Stafford 

9. Paper Doll (33) (Marks) .Decca | 
10. My Ideal (Paramount?) Jimmy Dorsey ...... 


. Decca 
OTHER: FAVORITES | 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 


$1-$2.50 


6,000. 


min.). Courtney doing phe- 


Middleton as vocalist 
with Louis Armstrong’s new band. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


LIKE YOU 

Music by... 

JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Shapiro-Bernstein 


Morton (Pavanne) Gould 
USES 1T! 

Most “big names” use this 3x5 
VISUAL record of song hits of 


” 


ec, 
Victory Polka (12) (Chappell) coccceccees Andrews-Crosby .....Decea 
Take It Easy (Santly) UY 
Holiday For Strings (BVC) Rose 
Do Nothing Till You Hear (Robbins) ........ Woody Herman ......Decca 
{'ve Had This Feeling Before (Santly)........Perry Como ......... Victor 1619 Broadway New York 19 
Band Bookings 
Count Basie, Feb. 11-13, Palace, 
Columbus; 14, Graystone B., Detroit, 
19, Arena, Jamaica, L. I: 20, Turner’s | ] 
Arena, Washington, D. 
Mosque, Richmond, Va.; 24, Hopkins 
U., Baltimore; 25, week, Apollo; 
March 8, Roxy theatre, N. Y. 
Vaughn Monroe; Feb. 11, week,|§ |- And His Orchestra 


Michigan theatre, Detroit; 18, week, 
Palace, Cincinnati; 25, week, Palace, 
Cleveland; March 3, week. Shea's 
theatre, Buffalo; 10, Arena, Toronto; 
11, Arena, Rochester. 

Ray Kinney, Feb. 10-16, State the- 
atre, Harrisburg, Pa.; 17-19, State 
theatre, Easton: March 2. week, 
Adams theatre, Newark. 

Enric Madroguera, Feb. 11-13, State 
theatre, Hartford; 15-17, Empire the- 
atre, Fall River; 18-20, Met theatre, 
Providence. 

Louis Armstrong, 


Feb. 4, four 


Now in Hollywood 
Shooting Andrew Stone's 


1944” 


For United Artists 


Stor 
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Story 


mt 


pand-booking offices after the war. 


his superiors. 


up March 4. 


repair period, 


Bandleader, 


view of the reorganized orchestra. 


Prior that, 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


is making the rounds in service circles around Philly about a 
young officer who was placed in charge of a band composed of all-star 
isicians—all of them topnotch sidemen with name aggregations. The band 
made such a heavy click wherever it played that the officer planned to 
weave it into a top-drawer outfit and sell it to one of the large New York 
But the officer made the mistake of 
confiding his plans to the wrong people. 
The guy has since been transferred to active duty. 


Hotel New Yorker’s Terrace Room, N. Y., may drop the use of large 
name bands for a short period after the current Sonny Dunham winds 
Room’s ice rink has needed repairs for some time and the 
hotel is now figuring on doing the work after Dunham closes. Floor show 
will be substituted for the ice routine. 
uled to follow Dunham, but the thought last week was to forego the 
larger combinations and install an outfit like Nat Brandwynne’s for the 


who has been around for years, recently worked his way 
east from the Coast with a new style band. Since it was his first trip east 
in some time the maestro apparently felt it would be wise to “modernize” 
a name he had spent years in solidifying and it would also sit better in 
So, he had a “Jr.” added to his name 
in all billing for dates played on the way in. 


Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey did a brother act on the stage of the Adams 
theatre, Newark, last week (26) on night former's band closed there. First 
time the two were on same stage together in a long time and it wound 
up with T. D. sitting in his brother’s trombone section for one number, 
however, Tommy announced that Jimmy had cracked the 
Adams’ house record with a gross of $26,400. 


The story reached the ears of 


Jerry Wald’s orchestra was sched- 


jean Federation of Musicians’ exec- 


tion regarding a contract to play 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y., before the 
end of this year. 

Cugat told the AFM that he signed 
a Cap deal on the Coast last sum- 
nor and, in was to get a 
seven-year film contract from Metro. 
He asserted he has not yet been 
given the film agreement. 

Union, officials told the leader that 
if he receives the film pact he has 
no alternative but to play the Cap, 
but in the event it is not forthcom- 
ing he can walk out of the theatre 
deal. Cugat assertedly holds a let- 
ter from Metro promising to sign 
him for film work. 

Sonny Werblin, Music Corp. of 
America executive, who handles 
Cugat’s business, is leaving for the 
Coast Friday (4) and, while there, 
will endeavor to straighten out the 
situation. Werblin accompanied 
Cugat before the union men along 
with other MCA officials. 


return, 


Cugat goes into the Paramount 
theatre, -N, Y., Feb. 16. He has al- 
ways played this house on Broad- 


way, but has no contract with it be- 
yond the one for his forthcoming 
appearance. 

Tommy Dorsey’s situation regard- 
ing the Capitol, where he has a con- 
tract calling for an appearance be- 
fore the end of this year, in addi- 
tion to an agreement to play at the 
Par during the same period, hasn't 
yet been settled. It also revolved 
around a Metro film contract. 


Puerto Rico on premise of a job 
which failed to materialize. 


Rodriguez, a former N. Y. resi- 


turned to Puerto Rico some time 
ago, 


Hampton’s Discs at $500 


Guarantee Plus Royalty 


Lionel Hampton’s orchestra will 


Make its first sides for Decca next | erate opening-night followers will be | from 


Week under a revised contract call- 


AFM Tells Cugat He Can Nix N.Y. Cap 
Date If Metro Renegs Pix “Promise” 


Xavier Cugat went before Amer- # 


utives last week to clarify his posi-. 


‘Mgrs. 


Metro is affiliated with Loew the- | 


| ican 
| quest for 


| problem with 


atres through Loew’s, Inc., parent | 
organization, which operates the 
Capitol. 

Cugat was up before N. Y. local 
802's trial board yesterday (Tues- 
day) on charges by William Rod- 
riguez, musician, who claimed Cugat 
brought him all the way from 


dent and a member of 802, had re-} 


Raeburn’s Eastern Jaunt 


Another midwestern band heads 
east in a fortnight to go on location 
in N. Y. Boyd Raeburn’s group has 
been signed for the Lincoln hotel, 
N. Y., opening Feb. 28, following the 
current Jan Garber and remaining 
until Count Basie comes back early 
in April. Raeburn will play the 
Roosevelt hotel, Washington, D. C., 
first, opening Feb. 11. 

Raeburn played in N. Y. once be- 
fore, about two years ago, at the 
Arcadia Ballroom. He is a strong 
name in the midwest, but is com- 
paratively little known around N, Y. 


INFLUX OF MUSICIANS 
WORRIES LOCAL 47 MEN 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 


Heavy influx of tooters into this 
area is causing a discordant note 
among local musicians, who are 


worrying over a surplus of instru- 
mental artists arriving at a rate esti- 
mated at 200 monthly. 

Worry is that bandmen will over- 
flow the saturation level in this dis- 
trict and start undermining the 
standard wage scales in the limited 
number of spots now available to 
resident musicians. 


To Work Out AFM Pact 


Band personal managers got to- 
gether again in N. Y. Monday (31) 
evening to discuss further the Amer- 
Federation of Musicians’ re- 
a standard union contract 
blank to bind p.m.s to their maestros. 
At the meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed to discuss and work out the 
AFM officials with a 


view toward formulating the terms 

of the contract form as soon as pos- 

sible. 
Last week’s meeting between |: 

Johnny O'Connor, representing the 

managers, and Rex Ric ‘cardi, repre- 

| senting the AFM, *#s claimed to have 

| produced nothing of ‘ieee: Jerry 


Levy, Jack Philbin and 


“Tommy Dorsey, 


jdate in the N. Y. 


|cordings a cappella 


Moe Gale |” 
| were named to the committee. 


NDS 


BACK ALIVE 


GOAST 
MAGNET 


Effort is being made by orchestra 
agencies to curtail as much as pos- 
sible the long sojourns by band- 
leaders in California and to route 
and keep as many of the better 
names as possible back east, where 
they are sorely needed. It's felt now 
by the agency men that the sharp 


booking slump, which occured dur- 
ing January and which isn’t com- 
pletely past, is in a large measure 
due to the fact that during approxi- 
mately the last two years very few 
of the better names have been in 
the eastern territory at one time. 
This situation, while it may be com- 
paratively new to some booking ex- 
ecutives, is an old story to location, 
theatre and one-night buyers, who 
have been forced to be content with 
lesser names. 

Since the film business 
signing the better band 


n 


began 
names 


available the Coast has been a strong! 


magnet for leaders and many of the 
best names have often been absent 
from the east for long periods. 
for example, was in 
Hollywood for almost a year and a 
half before he came into N. Y. last 
October to play the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania. He took one or two short 
trips out of California, and once 
reached Chicago, but in all that time 
never came into eastern territory. 
Now, it’s said, Dorsey doesn’t care 
if he ever goes back to the Coast 
and film-making. He is not definitely 
scheduled to do so in the near future 
unless Metro suddenly calls him. 
He’s under contract there. 

In addition to the financial inter- 
terest most maestros take in film- 
making, southern California’s cli- 
mate and opportunities for recrea- 
tion have helped keep some of them 
west. Top names no longer keep 
working constantly with taxes the 
way they are and they consider 
California an ideal place to take it 
easy between films. 

That the lack of top names has 
hurt the eastern situation is almost 


a one-sided bet. As in any other 
kind of theatrical business, band 
buyers depend on an_ occasional 


strong name to build up a surplus 
to tide them over when losses occur 


with lesser personalities and for a 
long while they have been marking | 
time with the latter. 


KING SISTERS INTO 


N. j. TERRACE ROOM 


King Sisters are set to open at 
Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room, New- | 


ark, Feb. 18 for three weeks with 
Tony Pastor's orchestra. They are 
now on a theatre route through the 
midwest. This will be their first 


area since early last 


year. | 

Dailey will drop his usual floor- 
show during the quartet’s run. He 
occasionally uses names in addition 
|to bands; in the past he has had 
'Frank Sinatra and Marion Hutton 


for brief dates. 


i 


RCA, Col.’s Vocal Discs 


RCA-Victor and Columbia Records 
both have been making re- 


ently, though 


V\UCdi 


so far neither manufacturer has been 


able to turn out isica] discs be- 
|eause of their refusal to accept the 
| AFM’s new method of licensing. Vic- 
tor will soon schedule a discing of 

Mairzy Doat for release, cut by 
lthe King Siste rs, and Dinah Shore is 
| said to have made platters on the 
| Coast. 


Keeping on the Jump 


Music publishers and other invet- | 


on the jump tomorrow night (Thurs- 


release a 
of tunes 
Higher” 
Sleep a 


now Nas on 

Frank Sinatra 

SHigher and 
“I Couldn't 


Columbia 
pairing by 
his 


(RKO) film, 


dng for $500-a-side guarantee against | day) to keep up with three openings | Wink Last Night” and “Lovely Way 


@ royalty arrangement. 


Decca tore | 


in the N. Y. area. Georgie Auld de- 


Up Hampton's old agreement, which | buts at the Commodore, Jimmy Dor- | 


a year and a half to run, a'| 
| New ark, and Perry Como at the Ver- | 


fouple months ago. 


In addition to discs with the big | 
and, Hampton's contract allows for | 
number of sides with a) (Wednesday). 
|hes been delayed until tomorrow. | 


@ certain 
small jazz combination, 


eer 


sey at Frank Diziley’s Terrace Room, 


sailles, N. Y. 
Como will actually open tonight 
but his press opening | 


” 


to Spend An Evening. 


WIN THE WAR 
IN °44 

Buy That Extra 
War Bond 


LET’S 


Werblin to Coast 


Sonny Werblin, head of Music) 
Corp. of America’s N. Y. headquar- 
ters, leaves for the Coast Friday (4) | 
on business. 

He'll be gone about two weeks. 


WLB Delays Action 
On AFM Disc Deal 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
Announcement was made Satur- 
day (30) by the War Labor Board 
that it would take no action on the 
new AFM deal involving seven re- 
cording and transcription companies 
until the report of the WLB panel 


dispute between AFM, two record 
companies and one transcription firm 
had been conducted by the panel, 


Washington. 

At the same time the WLB advised | 
that the Panel’s decision on the | 
Decca-AFM agreement would be de- 
layed until the Columbia-RCA re- 
port is ready. WLB has never offi- 
cially sanctioned the Decca-AFM <-t- 
tlement and the delay until the sec- 
ond report is ready might indicate to 
opiimistically - minded tradespeople 
a rejection of that agreement. 


current AFM transaction, WLB an- 
nounced that it had not gone into the 
whether 


v1zZ., payments to the em- 


mined by the WLB to be a 
agreement, subject to the Board's 
jurisdiction, it is consistent with the 
WLB stabilization program. 

Companies still at variance with 
AFM are Columbia Recording, RCA- 
Victor and the Radio Recording Di- 
vision of NBC. 


MARTIN BLOCK SCORES 
PHONEY BAND VOTES 


Martin Block, conductor of the 
“Make-Believe-Ballroom,” disc pro- 
gram on WNEW, N. Y., got on the| 


air one night last week and threat- 
ened to drop his semi-annual band 
poll if phoney votes didn’t stop com- 


ing in for certain leaders. Block's 
discourse was strong and it’s the 


first time he ever took such a peeve 


to the mike. In the past he has 
| weeded out as many padded votes! 
as possible. 

Jockey later explained that fol-| 
lowing his blast mailed-in votes fell} 
off more than 50%. He pointed out 


one vote checked was found to have 
been filled in by the name of a man 
who would now be 85 years old if 
he were still alive. He died three 
years ago. 


Busse Cancels 10 Wks. 
Of Theatres for Fla. Rest 


Henry Busse has cancelled 10 
weeks of theatre bookings to rest 
in Florida. Leader’s doctor ordered 
him away from activity because he 


went back to work too soon follow- 


ling a rent appendix operatio! 
However, during his stay in the 
the leader will play three ec} 
at the Frolics, Miami nitery, open- 
ing Feb. 22 at $4,000 a eek 

Both Frolics and Flagicr’s. Miami, 
have several times found band lead- | 
ers amenable to dates due to the, 
latters’ desire for a Florida rest 
from the grind of theatre and one- 


nighters. 


AFM’s Chi Meet 


American Federation of MuSicians’ 
exesutive board meets in Chicago 


‘yext week. 


Session opens Monday (7). 


Thomas G. Rockwell, president of 


General Amus. Corp.. returns to 
N. Y. Feb. 8 after six weeks on 
| Coast. 


Kamar 
| organization 


which has not yet sent its report to | 
has a financier who's concerned only 


In voting to withhold action on the | 


merits of the two questions involved; | 


ployment fund provided for in the 
contracts constitute “wage” pdy- | 
ments; and whether, if it is deter- | 


wage 


Embryo Maestros Rejecting Band 
Financing Deals Despite Eagerness 


Corp., new band-financing 
set up in N. Y. by 
William F. Martens, retired construc- 
tion engineer, and handled by 
|George Weiner, has had its method 
|of backing rejected several times 
| recently, despite the eagerness of 
prospective maestros to secure such 
coin. It’s asserted the organization 
offers up to $5,000 ‘(except in one 
instance, where it went to $10,000) 
in return for a 381/3% of the band's 
possible fufure earnings, with no 
time 'imit on the percentage take. 
In contrast to these offers, a 
former sideman who recently started 
a band, has a financier who's con- 
cerned only with the one band. This 
musician did not have backing when 
he started to construct his new out- 
fit, but is said to now have a setup 
that assures him unlimited expenses 
as well as a salary. His bankroller 
does not begin getting his money 


had been received. Hearings in, the | back until the outfit is in the black 


and then it’s a comparatively small 
cut for a limited time. 

In contrast to these offers, a former 
sideman who recently started a band, 


with the one band. This musician 
did not have backing when he started 
to construct his new outfit, but is said 
to now have a setup that assures him 
unlimited expenses as well as a sal- 
ary. His bankroller does not begin 
getting his money back until the 
outfit is in the black and then it’s 
a comparatively small cut for a lim- 
ited time. 


Maestros Will Soon 
Have to Blow Their 
Own Horns, Maybe 


the troubles 
faced 


In addition to all 
bandleaders have recently 
from musicians, abnormally high 
salaries, etc., some maestros are 
now being confronted with men who 
don’t own instruments of their own. 
Several instances have occurred 
lately in which the leaders have had 
to supply men with horns. In one 
case a musician showed up for re- 
hearsal of a new combination with 
no baritone sax (which are scarce) 
and frankly told his prospective boss 
“if you want me, get me a sax.” It’s 
being bought. 

A band currently playing the N. Y. 
area includes five instruments owned 
by the leader. The sidemen are buy- 
ing them from him with small de- 
ductions from their weekly salaries. 


Harry James Due to Take 


Induction Physical Soon 


Harry James’ draft deferment {s 
slated to end at the close of his cur- 
rent stay at the Palladium ballroom, 
Hollywood, within the next couple 
of weeks. After that he takes an 
induction physical and expect it’s 
said, to go into uniform. 

If James doesn't w-nd up in serv- 
ice there’s trouble brewing over 
commitments he owes around N. Y. 
According to close friends of his now 
in the east, the leader is still ada- 
mant against leaving the Coast. He 
owes the Paramount theatre. N. Y.,. 
two weeks, Frank Dailey’s Terrace 
Room. Newark, four weeks, and 
scheduled to go into the Astor hotel, 
N. Y. late in May. This booking he 

ves be ise the Astor released him 

ym returning there last October. 


Bill Graham “Unfair” 


Colored Federation of Musicians 
of Chicago advised N. Y. bookers last 
week that Bill Graham, manager of 
Marva Louis, had been placed on its 


| unfair list for illegally representing 
| himself as personal manager of Earl 
| Hines. 


Musicians were specifically 
warned not to have any connections 
with artists Graham represents un- 
less said artists “publicly renounce” 


| connections with him 


Mrs. Louis is about to set out on a 
one-night and theatre route with Nat 


’Towles’ orchestra. She’s the wife of 
| Set. Joe Louis, heavyweight cham- 
pion, now in the Army. 
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EDWARD B. MARKS 


‘Fifty Years a Leader in Music Publishing 


“POINCIAN 


FE. B. Marks celebrates his Golden Festival 
with a new hit that bids fair to outstrip even 
“Paper Doll”. 


Bing Crosby's Decca Record No. 18586 re- 
leased this week; also grand recordings by Jerry 


Wald, Benny Carter and Enric Madriguera. 


THEY ALL HAD . 
GLAMOUR’ 
(From the Swedish Nightingale to the Naked Lady) 
Another chuckling, vigorous hook about show 
business by EDWARD B. MARKS, author of 
“They AllSang”. Mr. Marks, like a collector of dolls, 
takes each 19th century beauty } 1OYV ingly out of his 
cabinet, smooths her hair onl dress, and exhi- 
bits her—as proud of her sins as of her virtues. 
To be published in March by Julian Messner, Ine. 
Price $4.00 
THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
Celebrating Fifty Exciting Years...from 1894 to 1944... 
and Still Creating rasiens after Success. 
Open House and Exhibit of Musical and 
Theatrical 
Monday and Tuesday, ilies 7th and 8th, 1944, Noon 
to 8 P.M. at the Executive Offices of the Firm. 


Sixth Floér, RCA Building, Radio City, New York 
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100 OF E. B. MARKS’ T-HHS 
S’ BIGGEST 
50 YEARS 
/ THE LITTLE LOST CHILD ia 3 
? LITTLE LOS P HOT TIME IN THE OLD TOWN TONIGHT 
MOTHER WAS A LADY — IN THE BAGGAGE COACH AHEAD 
SWEET ROSIE O'GRADY SIIE WAS BRED IN OLD KENTUCKY 
| UNDER THE BAMBOO TREE TAKE BACK YOUR GOLD 
.TA-RA-RA-BOOM-DER-E THE MOTH AND THE FLAME 
LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING HONEYMOON MARCH 
(National Negro Anthem) HANDICAP MARCH 
THE GIRL I LOVED IN SUNNY TENNESSEF WHITE WINGS 
STORY OF THE ROSE TWO LITTLE GIRLS IN BLUE 
MY CASTLE ON THE NILE THE FATAL WEDDING 
ESPANITA 
GLOW WORM IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME 
S IDA SWEET AS APPLE CIDER I WONDER WHO's KISSING HER NOW 
“ MY GAL SAL OW DIDN'T HE RAMBLE 
SPRING BEAUTIFUL SPRING I'VE GOT A PAIN IN MY SAWDUST 
NOBODY L'AMOUR DE L'APACHE (Apache Dance) 
; ROLL DEM ROLY BOLY EYEs IN THE SHADOWS 
py THE SPRING MAID (Production) DEARIE 
if THLE BIRD ON NELLIE’S HAT WHEN THE BELL IN THE LIGHTHOUSE 
Uy, WHERE THE SUNSET TURNS THE OCEAN'S RINGS DING DONG i 
Uy BLUE TO GOLD © , IF | HAD A THOUSAND LIVES TO LIVE iy 
a3 WALTZ ME AROUND AGAIN WILLIE EVERYBODY WORKS BUT FATHER 
PARADE OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS SARI (Production) 
THERE'LL BE SOME CHANGES MADE BALLIN’ THE JACK 
BLUES MY NAUGHTY SWEETIE GIVES IN THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE 
: TO ME JOLLY PETER (Bummel Petrus) 
: MY LITTLE DREAM GIRL ORIGINAL DIXIELAND ONE-STEP 
JAZZ ME BLUES LILY OF THE VALLEY 
' BY HECK BUGLE CALL RAG 
NIGHTS OF GLADNESS YOU DIDN'T WANT ME WHEN YOU HAD ME 
CHU CHIN CHOW (Production} SHIM-ME-SHA-WABBLE 
MY SWEET ADAIR THE ARGENTINES, THE PORTUGUESE AND 
BUGLE CALL RAG THE GREEKS 
THE PEANUT VENDOR SONG OF THE ISLANDS 
PLAY FIDDLE PLAY FRASQUITA SERENADE (My Little Nest of 
AMAPOLA Heavenly Blue) 
MAMA INEZ DOWN SOUTH 
MALAGUENA TOYMAKER’'S DREAM 
MANHATTAN (Garrick Gaicties) ANDALUCIA 
MARTA JUNGLE DRUMS 
REACHING FOR THE MOON MONTMARTRE ROSE . 
MAMA DON’T WANT NO PEAS AN’ RICE SENTIMENTAL ME (Garrick Gaieties) 
AN' COCOANUT TOM THUMB’S DRUM 
MY GYPSY RIIAPSODY SAY IT AGAIN (Moonlight) 
PAPER DOLL EL RANCHO GRANDE 
YOURS (Quiereme Mucho) THE BREEZE AND I 
WHAT A DIFF'RENCE A DAY MAD1. JUMPIN’ JIVE 
SAY SI SI [Para Vigo Me Voy) POINCIANA 
MARINES’ HYMN HE’s 1-A IN THE ARMY 
IN MY LITTLE RED BOOK MY SHAWL 
TWO HEARTS THAT PASS IN THE NIGHT STARDUST ON THE MOON : 
A GAY RANCHERO (Las Altenitas) SNAKE CHARMER 4 | 
LA CONGA (Havana's Calling Me) NIGHTINGALE 
ee THE LAMP OF MEMORY (Incertidumbre) COWBOY SERENADE . 
* bhese 100 songs make up only a very small percentage of the Marks successes. Numcrous foreign, classical, instru- 
6 mental and freak hits are omitted, as well as many songs that were popular in their day but are now forgotten. Scores 
of successful compositions for which Marks has been selling agent have also been left out of this list, which is an 
authentic although only partial catalog of one firm's contribution to the music of America. 2 
~ GN i] 
EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION | 
RCA BUILDING ¢ RADIO CITY * NEW YORK ¢ ERANK HENNIGS, Gen. Prof. Mar. 
MILT STAVIN ERED DEMPSEY FRANCIS MAGUIRE 
Cincinnati, O. Chicago, Il. Holly wood, Cal. Detroit, Mich. 
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More Song Suits; “Paper Doll” In 2 
Actions: Mrs. Fred Fisher's Setback 


Hamilton, O., Feb. 1. 
The legal question of 
what in royalties from “Paper Doll.” 


compused by’ ihe sohnny Black | 
here in 1915, to become a _ post-! 
humous current hit tune, has be- 
come further complicated by suit. 


+ 


who gets | 


filed in common pleas court Friday ; 


(28) by Willie Icia Black, the com- 
poser’s first wife, against Harry S. 
Wonnell, local attorney and admini- 
strator ef Black's estate; Sally 
Waldo, Black's second wite. 
Louis Huber, acting for the estate 
of Jennie Huber, 
mother. 

Petition contends that plaintiff is 
Black’s lawful widow, “because he 
never was divorced from plaintiff. , 
and at the time of his pretended | 
marriage to Sally Waldo, and at all 
times thereafter, this plaintiff still 
was his wife.” 

Petition further 
Black’s suit for divorcee against 
plaintiff, filed Jan. 25, 1932, was void 
for the reason that the Ohio law 
was not complied with, and the re- 
sult was a “pretended divorce.” 

Plaintiff asks in her petition to. 
have the court determine whether | 
she ever was legally divorced from 
Black: whether the marriage to 


charges that 


Black |} 
and, 


Sally Waldo is null and void for this} 


reason, and a ruling on 
Wonnell is the duly appointed ad- 
ministrator since she has never re- 
ceived any notification of such ap-' 
pointiment. 

N. ¥. Suit Filed 

Suit was filed last week in N. Y. 
Federal court against Edward B. 
Marks Music Corp. for an accounting 
by Harry S. Wonnell, as administra- 
tor of the estate of Johnny S. Black, 
involving the song, “Paper Doll.” 

Complaint alleges that under 
agreement entered between 
and Marks on Sept. 
agreed to remit royalties at certain 
intervals. Although plaintiff 
manded payment, the 
failed and refused to do so, 
alleges. 

The administrator seeks 
Marks account for all sums 
to him and for judgment 
sums. 

Fischer Claims Dismissed 

Justice Louis Valente last 


an 


the suit 


of such 


week 


dismissed suit brought in Supreme | 


court, N. Y., by Mrs. Anna Fisher 
against Mills Music, Inc., for $60,000 
on 10 causes of complaint. In his 


decision Justice Valente said there | 


were insufficient facts to support the 
charges, but granted the plaintiff 


Black | 
2, 1924, Marks| 


whether | 


de-; and we have always paid Christmas 
defendant! bonusés on the first six months’ earn- | 


| 


| ings, 


| 
to have} 
accruing | 


leave to file an amended complaint. | 


Mrs. 
an agreement between Mills and her 
deceased husband was to have paid 
the latter one-third royalties on 10 
songs Fisher with other 


“ot 
wrote, 


Fisher’s action claimed that | 


| 


sus | were in order, 


thors. She states that Mills paid 
these royalties occasionally, but 
never paid full amounts due. 

When Mis. Fisher first filed suit 
against Mills her action listed 17 
cases. of. comnlaint... sium.! 
asked for was slashed from $65,000 | 
to $60,000. 


Mose Gumble, Warners’ standard- 
catalog head, goes to work soon on 


the composer's; requently 


‘only 


of| not to North Africa and Italy, 


“Shine On Harvest Moon,” Harms | 
copyright included in WB film 
that title. 


WASTAGE IN DISCS. 


DUE TO POOR MATERIALS 


There has been a_ tremendous 
amount of wastage in record produc- 
tion during the past six months. 
With only 20° of pre-war shellac 
consumption allowed each manufac- 
turer by the Government, plus other 
shortages, discs have been very 
brittle and crack easily. 
arrive at 
partially intact. 

This situation figures to be im- 
proved, however, as soon as the 
manufacturers receive extra 30% 
shipments of shellac which was re- 
cently allowed by the WPB. This 
‘extra allotment had to be bought 


destinations , 


| from the Government and could not 


be withdrawn from company stocks. 


Berlin Explains 
Bonus Wrangle 


Belfast. 
Editor, “Variety”: 


Just saw your front page article 
Jan. 12 issue regarding disagreement 
of Christmas bonuses for employees 
of Irving Berlin, Inc. and ABC Music 
Corp. Here are the facts: 

It was my wish to give all the 
employees of both companies the 
same bonus they got last year and to 
which they were justly entitled and 
which the Wage Stabilization Board 
approved. The profits of the first 
six months more than justified this 


Newman Lawler, who is my | 
representative and who has full | 
power of attorney to act in my in- 
terests, called a meeting of the stock- 
holders to vote this bonus but un- 
fortunately Mr. (Saul H.) Bornstein 
failed to appear at that meeting and 
bonus could not be voted because a 
quorum was necessary. I am still 
hoping that some way will be found 
ta give the employees what is right- 
fully theirs. 
Irving Berlin. 

This refers to the fact that in 
1942 the Berlin, Inc., staff received 
up to eight weeks’ bonus salaries. 
Berlin's business associate, Saul H. 
Bornstein, felt that only two weeks 
Bornsiein, business 
head of both music firms, took the 
position that the fiscal year ends in 


j 


Shinments | 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 29) 
Mairzy Doats...... 


Sign Morris Deal 


June, hence it was hazardous to esti- 


mate future earnings and declare | 


any bonuses predicated on me next} 
six. months’ business: - 

Incidentally, no 
of the firm can occur until Berlin 
returns from his “This Is the Army” 
teur which, while his associates 
would like to see him back, may be 
extended into the “second front,” if 
as 


was an original plan. 


{ or vice versa. 


Shoo-Shoo Baby..........Leeds 
My Heart Tells Me.........BVC 
No Love, Nothin’...... Triangle 
Couldn't Sleep ..T. B. Harms 
Beautiful Morning... .Crawford 
Shining Morris 
Besame Mucho......Melodylane 
My Ideal...... Paramount 
Victory Polka......... Chappell 
Feist 
Surrey with Fringe...Crawford 
River of Roses.......... Shapiro 


Van Heusen-Burke 


Jimmy Van Heusen and Johnny 
Burke have completed their deal 
with Buddy Morris under which the 
latter will set up a new music firm 
to publish the film scores the two 
will write during the next three 
years. Papers were finally signed on 
the Coast last week after a delay by 
the pair, while they investigated a 
strong offer made them recently by 
a BMI representative. 


Burke and Van Heusen have con- 
tracts with Bing Crosby, 20th-Fox 
and Metro for one picture a year for 
three years. In addition they have 
deals at Columbia and International 
Pictures. Morris will publish all the 
tunes originating in these produc- 
tions with the exception of the Cros- 
by items which go to other Morris- 
owned firms under a prior deal with 
the singer, 

New firm will not get under way, 

s figured, until June or July, when 
“Belle of Yukon,” produced by In- 
ternational, will be ready for re- 
lease. There’s an outside chance, 
however, that the initial score will 
come through earlier from another 
source. New firm is not yet titled: it 
may be called Burke-Van Heusen 


‘SOME MUSIC PUBS 
HAVING PRINTING WOES 


Some mustc publishers are now 


encountering printing. problems in 
addition to the difficulty virtually 


all have been 
paper shortage. 

In many cases publishers had just 
about kept printing plants in busi- 
ness wiih pre-war jobs (better pubs 
disburse $50,000 and more annually 
in printing fees), but some are now 
being forced to place orders with 
other shops. Ones they’ve dealt 
with for-years are “too busy” with 
other jobs. 

What makes the problem more 
acute for some pubs is that Gus 
Schirmer Music Co. which had 
been doing the printing of con- 
temporary firms. suddenly decided 
several months ago that would 
henceforth devote its, paper and 
‘presses to work oniy. This 
put many pubs in the position of 
finding new plants at a time when 
even pre-war associations were dif- 
ficult to maintain. 


Joe Lilley and Jerry Seelin writing 


having due to the 


it 


the week 


the “also rans,’ 


WABC, WJZ and WOR, 


So Goodnight—?“Hya Sailor” 
Star Eyes—i“I Dood It” 


When They Ask About You 


Arkansas 


Silhouettes 
The Same Little Words 
A Lovely Day to Spend Eve—*" 
My Dreambook of Memories—’ 
Paper Doll 


Holiday for Strings 


Where Is My Sombrero 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Starlight Avenue ............. 


but notated in arithmetical order. 
brace the NBC. CBS. Mutual Metwarks, as represented by WE AF, 
, and are based on data provided by Accurate 


No Love No Nothin—*"Gang’'s All Here”..... 
Old Acquaintance—i"Old Acquaintance” ...... 
Shoo Shoo Baby—?“Three Cheers For Boys” 


Speak Low—*"One Touch of Venus” 


Candlelight and Wine—"“Around the World” 


Music Stopped—*"Higher and Higher” 
Oh What a Beautiful Mornin—**Oklahoma” 


How Sweet You Are—*“Thank Your Lucky Stars”..... 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
beginning Monday, and through Sunday, Jan. 
p.m, to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents the 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), 


23-30 Jrom 5 


and the second section contains 
The compilations em. 


Reporting Service, on she “check ing source of the music publishing 
industry. 

TITLE PUBLISHER 
I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—?"Higher and Higher”........... T. B. Harms 

I've Had This Feeling Before—+"Show Business” .......... Santly 

My Heart Tells Me—i*Sweet Rosie O'Grady” ............. BVC 

My Shining Hour—¥* ‘Sky's the Limit” Morris 


..- Triangle 
.-3..Witmark 
.. BMI 
Chappell 
Berlin 


Higher 
“Winged Victory” 


and Higher”....... Crawtlord 


.. Remick 


I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter... Shapiro 
People Will Say We're In Love—*"Oklahoma”........++++- Crawford 

Put Your Arms Around Me—?*"Coney Island” ............. Broadway 
Suddenly It’s Spring—*“Lady In the Dark” ............... Famous 
You're the Rainbow—i"“Ridin’ High” ......... Paramount 
Can't You Do a Friend a Favor—*"Conn. Yankee”......... Harms 

It’s Love, Love, Love.......ce- . Santly 
Silver Wings In the Moonlight Tus ..Millei 
Surrey With the Fringe on Top—**Oklahoma” ..........-- Crawford 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


agent, is back with RCA-Victor here 
as Coast head of artists relations. 
His appointment does not disturb 
the position of Harry Meyerson as 
supervisor of RCA recording studios 
here. Rush will headquarter 
NEC: 

Rush was with RCA here before, 
having been manager of the com- 
pany’s recording activities for five 
years. Later he went with Colum- 
bia Records and lately has been an 
artists’ manager. He will continue 


at 


background music for “Half Way to 
Heaven” at Paramount. 


to handle personalities under con- 
tract to him. 


W. Arthur Rush, radio and picture | 


Rush Returns to Victor | Mercer Prexies Capital 
As Coast Head of Artists | 


Feb. 1. 
from 


Holly wood, 
Johnny Mercer was upped 
v.p. to president of Capital Records, 
Inc., succeeding B. G. (Buddy) De 
Syiva, Paramount executive 
ducer, who shifted from prexy to 
chairman of the board of directors. 
E. Wallichs moved iiils 
Mercer’s former job and Paul Wes- 
ton, former arranger for Tommy 
Dorsey, became Capital's musical 
director, a .ewly created post. 
Jack Maas, 
Army, 
tative 
ceeding 
over 


a like 


released from the 
became Hollywood represen- 
for Shapiro-Berinstein, suc- 
Eddie McHarg who moved 
to Irving Berlin Music Co, in 
capacity. 


“MURRAY BAKER 


>. Gen. Prof. Manager 
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Orpheum, L. A., to 
Orch to Take 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


Resume Vaude: 


Grievance to WLB 


Phe Orpheum, top Coast stand for | 
yaude and name bands, reverts to 
a talent policy Feb. 16, after being 
en a diet of straight films since Jan. 
12, when members of the pit band 
walked out in a wage pfotest. 

Resumption of former policy was | 
made possible when the local musi- 
cians’ union agreed to submit the 
band’s grievances to the War Labor 
Board, which had refused to con- 
sider the case until the men returned 
to work. 

Union asks a 30-week guarantee. 
Current scale calls for $63 for a 
maximum of 22 shows. If granted, 
cemand would boost individual 
wages to $90 a man. 

Sherrill Corwin, Orpheum oper- 
ator, avers that straight film opera- 
tion has proved as profitable as 
vaude-pic setup and that he intends 
to revert to straight pix if he can 
book films that pack sufficient pull. 


| 
| 


Billy Watson Sues In 
‘Beef Trust’ Theft Charge 


Charging copyright violation, un- 
fair competition and violation of his 
rights of privacy, Billy Watson, old- 
time burlesque producer and origi- 
nator of the w.k. “Krousemeyer's Al- 
ley” comedy, filed suit against Sam- 
muel Briskman for $100,000 damages 
last week in N. Y. Federal court 

Watson alleges that prior to 1926 
he wrote and created “Alley,” two- 
act comedy in which were featured 
certain skits performed and execut- 
ed by a hefty femme group labeled 
as “The Beef Trust Company,” and 


“Watson's Beef Trust Beauties,” | secs have been instructed to form 
among other _ titles. Complaint | agreements with other agent orgs 
charges that during 1937, 1940 and | along the same lines. Signing of | 
1941, Briskman infringed and unlaw- | the paets will be effected when Shel- 
fully copied and produced the said | vey and Rosenthal make _ their 


skits for profit, disregarding plain- 


tiff’s rights and without securing 
consent. 
In addition to damages, Watson 


seeks an injunction and asks that de- 
fendant be required to pay over all 
profits derived from the alleged in- 
fringements. 

Briskman operated the Casino, 
Brooklyn, in 1937 with stock hur- | 
lesque policy. He shifted troupe to | 
the Century, also Brooklyn and later 
to the City, N. Y. It is in these spots | 
Watson alleges his material was lift- | 
ed and infringed upon. 


| 
OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 


| 


GEORGE FREEMS 


Special Material 


LYRICS. MONOLOGUES 
COMEDY. 


For Stage—Cabaret—Kxdio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1735 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COl. 5-8340 723 


JEAN TIGHE 


NOW CLUB JALNA 
Washington, D. C. 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


| zation of indie agents. 


| and yesterday (1). 
| tered 


revue, 


Radie Units te Tour 
Skouras Nabe Houses 


Units selected from talent on the 
Blue Network’s “On Stage Every- 
body” will be routed into the 
Skouras nabe houses, starting next 
month. Air show, which features 
pro talent, will be booked by Lou 
Dahiman ai “eorge Sheck, who 
produced “Swing Shift  Frolics,” 
show made up of warplant talent 
which was also exhibited at Skouras 
theatres, 

Ray~ Knight, Blue’s eastern pro- 
duction manager, will supervise the 
show, 


4 A’s OK's Pact 
On AGVA, Agents 


With the okay of the recently con- 
cluded pact between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 
Artists Representatives Assn., by the 
board of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America at a_ special 
meeting Thursday (27),*Matt Shel- 
vey, AGVA national administrator, 
and Mortimer S. Rosenthal, AGVA 
associate counsel, will start their 
postponed trip around the country 
Feb. 15. 

In preparation for the trip, Shel- 


vey and Rosenthal have made a di- 
gest of the AGVA-ARA pact which 
has been forwarded to executive 
secretaries of the various locals, The 


rounds. 

Meanwhile Rosenthal left for Flor- 
;ida yesterday (1) to line up Miami 
| Beach agents. Trip was made ne- 


|cessary by illness of Arthur Kaye, | 


| AGVA organizer in that area. 

Shelvey is now dickering with As- 
sociated Agents of America, organi- 
Preliminary 
Thursday (27) 
Discussions cen- 
around commissions on scale 
bookings and exclusive booking ar- 
rangements. 

Shelvey concedes that their prob- 
lem is different than that of the 
ARA and many provisions in the 
AGVA-ARA pact will not be ap- 


confabs were held 


| plicable to AAA, 


“CURTAIN TIME” FOLDS 


oh 1 
Cw. a. 


Tiollywood, 
Small is closing his vaude 
“Curtain Time,’ Feb. 6, ex- 
piration date of its San Francisco 
run at the Curran theatre. 
Reasons behind decision is the ill- 
ness of Connee Boswell, forcing her 
| to retire from the show, and Small’s 
inability to lease a Los Angeles 
| theatre. 


Paul 


Liquor Ba. Wants Cops 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Complaints by Safety 
George E. A. Fairley that liquor law 
violations were rampant in local bars 
hich 


d cafes, \ prompted Fairley to 
suggest an 11 o'clock curfew for 
|service men at least, were tossed 
right back in the lan of the Pitts- 


burgh police last week by Frederick 
T. Geider, chairman of the State 
Liquor Control Board, 

| Gelder declared: “If any place in 
Pittsburgh is not observing the law, 
the Pittsburgh police have a re- 
| sponsibility well as the liquor 
|! control board. In 1943, the City of 
| Pittsburgh received from the board 
| $636,900 in license fees returned to 
| that municipality. That will pay the 
' salaries of a lot of policemen.” 


as 


Mex Star’s Personal 
San Antonio, Feb. 1. 
Pedro Infante, Mex. pie star, will 


!Nacionat and Guadalupe theatres 
‘here this week, with Janitzio trio, 
guitarists and singers. 

Screen attraction at both houses 
will be “Jesusita en Chihuahua” 
starring Infante. 


make a personal. appearance at the | 
| ficulty in booking acts and bands. 


Better Than K.P. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

Head of a local ad agency 
which specializes in night club 
accounts has developed a new 
technique into going after new 
business. 

He runs up a big bill at a 
boite and then pleads he’s unable 
ts pay in-cash and offers tu lan-- 
dle the nitery’s advertising to. 
work out the bill. Seeing no 
other way to get his dough, the 
nitery nabob signs up. 


No Successor 


To Partington 


No successor will be named for 
the late Jack Partington, who in 
conjunction with A. J. Balaban op- 
erated the Roxy theatre, N. Y. for 
20th-Fox. His duties will be ab- 
sorbed by present members of the 
staff. 

Partington. who died of a heart 
attack last Tuesday (28) was vice- 
president and general manager of 
Fanchon & Marco, bookers of the 
house, 

With Partington’s death, it was be- 
lieved in several quarters 
F&M’s interest in the Roxy would be 
withdrawn. However, this is not 
the case, according to Balaban. 


Philly AGVA Holds 


Nominations, Raises 
Club Date Minimum 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

New officers for the Philly local 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists will be clected on Feb. 29 
from a slate nominated at a general 
membership meeting last week. 

Nominated for president were 
Larry Kramer, now acting prexy, 
and Jack Guilfoyle. Other nom- 
inees were: 
Cecil Williams. Ist vice-president; 
Cordini and Billy Maples, 2nd v.p.; 
Jack Lamont and Danny Daniels, 3rd 


v.p.: Sunny Marston, treasurer, and| finally agreed on will provide more | 


Richard C. Mayo, executive secre- 
tary. 

At the same time it was an-! 
nounced that minimum for club) 


dates beyond the 40 mile radius from | 

the city would be raised from $11 to 

$12. Club date minimums in the city 
in at $10. 


St. Louis Nitery Ops 
Warned to Get Licenses 


St. Louis, Feb. 1. 
operators, springing 


New nitery 


/up like mushrooms in recent months 


AFTER FRISCO RUN 


in this burg, are being warned by 
cops that they had better obtain ex- 
hibitois’ licenses or be hauled into 
court. Asserting there has been a 
gross violation of the ordinance re- 
quiring licenses for places employ- 
in one or more entertainers, gen- 
dairmes sprang into action on orders 
of Police Chief James J. Mitchell. 
Cops report that too many spots 
are dimly illuminated and insist on 


more wattage. 


Palmer, Springfield, 
Reopening; Vaudfilm? 


Springficld, Mass., Feb. 1. 
After 16 years the old Palmer 
| Opera House is being dusted out. 


To Police Pitt Bars 


Known as the Strand when it closed 
during the depression, it has been 
taken over by the Ralph E. Snider 


i | Amus. Corp. for an early ning. 
Director | A™uS. Corp. for an early reopening 


The comvany operates -21 theatres 


and took over the Three Rivers 
house last week. 

Expiration of the lease of the 
Palmer theatre caused the decision 
to reopen the Strand. Remodeling 
is in progress, Uicluding soundproof- 
ing, the installation of new seats 
and a marquee. First run pictures 
| will be shown, according to man- 


ager Thomas E. Moriarity. The stage 
and dressing rooms will be recon- 
ditioned to permit vaudeville and 
stage shows, but the balcony will 
remain closed for the time being. 
State public safety officials gave 
their okay this week. 


Hammond Drops Sunday Vaude . 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Paramount theatre, Hammond, 

Ind., is discontinuing Sunday vaude 

with the Feb. 20 bill because of dif- 


House will spot vaude on Wednes- 
days and Thursdays when available, 
according to Larry Stein, Warner 
Bros. district manager, who super- 


vises the house. 


that | 


Frankie Ralston 


Temporary Exemption on Withholding 
Tax Seen Becoming Permanent One 


+ Ultimate classification as indepen- 


Henry. Frankel, Released 
From Army, Joins Par 


Henry Frankel, released from the 
army on Saturday (29) started as 
assistant to Harry Levine, Para- 
mount circuit booker, Monday (31). 
He succeeds Mickey Aldrich, who 
switched back to the Eddie Sher- 
man N. Y. office the same day. 

Frankel, prior to his induction 
| six months ago, was with USO- 
Camp Shows and, before that, with 
Charlie Yates, act department head 
of Frederick Bros. 


Restore 30%, Bite 
On Nitery Checks 


Washington, Feb. 1. 
House and Senate are expected to 
pass the new tax bill tomorrow (2) 
| with the measure going to the White 
time for a, Presidential 


| House in 


| okay that would make the measure | 


| effective March 1. House and Sen- 
mise Monday (31). 

Latter accepted the Senate ver- 
sion of the admissions tax—lIc tax 
on each 5c of admission or major 
fraction thereof, which is estimated 
to bring in an extra $135,000,000 at 
the boxoffice per year. 

However, the Senate version of the 
nitery bite—20%, with servicemen 
exempt—was knocked out and the 
original House provision restored, 
| This provides 30% on the check, with 
| no exemptions. 

Situation on the tax bill is expect- 
ed to be cleaned up this week, with 
the likelihood of a Presidential veto 
| getting less all the time. One inter- 


| mittee work was that the bill they 


|revenue than either house has ap- 


| proved—$2,315,800,000. 


PHILLY EMA FREEZES 
OFFICERS FOR DURATION 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 


Members of the Entertainment 


|last week announced they had re- 
fused the resignation of president 
Florence Berrard and had “frozen” 
all officers 
duration. 


Action was taken as the organiza- 
tion embarked on new policy for 
the balance of hostilities. Because 


in 


bling in war plants or in volunteer 
war activities, 


*pense with monthly meetings. 
Hereafter, meetings, other 
regular quarterly confabs, will 
lealled only to cover specific situa- 
| 


| tions or in emergencies, 


than 


ate conferees arrived at a compro-'! 


| esting angle of the conference com- | 


| 
Managers Assn., local bookers org., 
their posts for the 
most EMA members are either dou- | 


it was decided to dis- | 


dent contractors ona. permanent. 


' basis is seen for all vaude and nitery 
| performers by theatrical attorneys 
las a result of the recent ruling by 
ithe Treasury Department exempting 
| talent employed by circuit theatres 
‘from provisions of the withholding 
‘tax. The latter ruling is now tem- 
| porary, handed down by Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue Robert 
E. Hannegan, who reveals a final 
decision is still to be made. 


Meanwhile, Hannegan’s ruling 
|leaves the status of many perform- 
ers in doubt. His leiter to the cir- 
cuits stated that, “This determina- 
| ton (status as indenendent coniract- 
| ors) is limited in its application to 
| relationships between such individ- 
‘uals and corporations, will prevail 
‘until the final ruling is promul- 
| gated.” Consequently, status of acts 


working in package shows is left 
in the dark, as owner of the unit is 
‘2 only one who deals directly with 
the circuit, other performers being 
under contract to the owner of the 
show. This part is likely to be 
cleared up in the final decision. 
Until Hannegan made this ruling, 
ithe treasury department had been 
steadfast in its contention that all 
| variety acts were employees, except 
|in the case of the Radio City Music 
| Hall, N. Y., where acts are gov- 
'erned by a Court of Appeals de- 
|cision which classified them as in- 
|dependents. This Rockefeller en- 
|terprise was the subject of a test 
}ease to clarify status of performers. 


WALTERS TO PRODUCE 
2-A-DAY VAUDE INN. Y. 


Lou Walters, operator of the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., is set to produce a 
|two-a-day vaude show to open on 


| 


| Beeoteny at the end of this month. 
|So far only Jay C. Flippen has been 
| signed. No theatre has yet been set. 
| Walters, who left for Florida Mon- 
day (31), plans to open in Philadel- 
' phia before bringing layout to New 
| York. He now has interests in “Zieg- 
| feld Follies” and “Early to Bed,” and 
| earlier this season produced “Artists 
{and Models” in conjunction with E. 
M. Loew, New England theatre op- 
/erator, and Mickey Redstone, owner 
-of the Club Mayfair, Boston. 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


LOEW 


; 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 


OFFICES 
BUILDING ANNEX 


160 W. 46th St., N.¥.C. * BRyant 9-7800 
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Night Club Reviews 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 
Chucho Martinez, Alberto Torres 
Dancers with Fe Torrens, Leonora 


Fernandez, Mercedes Saez. Line (8);! 
. ose Curbello Orch, Cojito Orch; 


minimum, $2.50, $3.50. 


Highspot of this show is Chucho 
Martinez, who since coming from the 
chile con carne country, a compara- 
tively short time ago, has elevated 
himself to a four-figure salary. A few 
months ago, at the conclusion of his 
first New York engagement at La 
Conga, Martinez was working for 
$250, but since then he’s had an im- 
portant part on the Gertrude Law- 
rence air show and a shrewd public- 
ity campaign has caused his services 
to be in demand at various enter- 
tainment enterprises. 

His Latin ditties are surefire fod- 
der for the femme trade as he is 
careful to select numbers with ac- 


cent on melody and delivery is 
straightforward, but nevertheless 
romantic. Few of the American 


clientele can understand his ver- 
biage, but they do get the intention 
of his numbers and that’s about all 
that’s necessary. Lone English con- 
tribution was the second of his 
three encore numbers, “My Heart 
Tells, Me” 
applause. 

Because of Martinez, budget on 
surrounding talent has been clipped 
to some extent, but Angel Lopez has 
selected performers with his usual 
discrimination and show adds up 
satisfactorily. 

Alberto Torres dancers 
out with a variety of Latin terps in 
various paris of the show, but their 
topper is reached with a swell in- 
terpretation of “Bolero” in which 
Torres and his three femme as- 
sistants do a fine interpretive job on 
the Ravel piece getting in some 
flashy flamenco heel-work. 

Other performer is Peeta Small. a 
competent warbler, but who strains 
too much in trying to achieve vol- 
ume from her comparatively small 
pipes. In doing so, she sacrifices 
melody and shading. But when 
proceeding at her normal pitch, she 
goes along nicely. Does an ar- 
rangement of ‘“Siboney,” “Ciri- 
Biri-Bin” and “Besame Mucho” for 
okay overall effect. 

The line this time has little to do, 
since the Torres dancers virtually 
usurp the femmes’ function, but 
they have a chance to shine in the 
opening toreador number and the 
finale, a Mex festival dance. 

Production by Torres, is not up to 
house par as Torres’ designs are 
along synthetic lines sans authentic 
Castillian routines. Jose. 


which tolled substantia? | 


(4) give) 


Troika, BD. ¢. 


Washington, Jan. 22. 


room itself, which has always had 
tired trade since its baptismal as 
Auby’s Lagoon. Present mob_ is 
cinch for medium tariff entertain- 
ment with girly-whirly show, and 
impression circulated has been that 
blue-book antecedents were neces- 


Cross & Dunn, Juanita’ Rios, 
Curter & Kathie, Don Lamont, 
Roger, Kay Orch; minimum 


Cross and Dunn, first time in a' 
D. C. nitery, go very well and will | 
probably do better once they dis- | 
cover that audiences here are no} 
different than in New York. While | 
they wham the house, they leave a | 
feeling that they weren't really let- 
ting go. 

It might be that the Troika’s usual 
collection of government officials 
and uniforms of a dozen different 
nations makes an out-of-town enter- 
tainer feel he ought to be dignified. 
These veteran troupers do put over 
some sizzling ditties, but not enough 
of them. 

The boys do best with their most 
risque number, “No One Gave the 
Bride Away,” and scored again with 
“Rainy Day.” 

Juanita Rios on her third Troika 
engagement in recent months, again 
bowls over the bald-heads with her 
version of “Bunny Song” from “Star 
and Garter.” She seems to improve 
with every visit to this spot. 

ball- | 


Carter and Kathie, smoot 
roomers, please with four numbers, 
the best being a Castle Walk. Don | 
Lamont, baritoning emcee, fills the | 
'fore and aft ends of the _ show. 
| Would do better if he added more 
} comedy to his line. Lowe. 


400 Club. 
(CAFE LOYALE) 
Gloria Cole, Betty Lorraine, 
Jean LaRue, Lao & Mancita, Charlie 
Batwm Orch, Carlos Molina Orch. 


Nat Moss recently took over this 
Fifth Avenue restaurant, which for 
years has enjoyed a savory reputa- 
tion for its cuisine with music. Last 
week (27) Moss inaugurated a 
nitery policy with four acts and two 
bands, but from the opening night | 
performance the policy isn’t likely 
to stick very long unless the setup 
is radically revised. 

Off the beaten late hour path, the 
400 will be difficult to develop as a 
nitery. It might be done with 
strong names and changes in such 
things as lighting of the room, but 
as it is now the spot is a restaurant 
with entertainment added to its 
former straight music policy and the 
entertainment booked for the debut 
will hardly lure anyone away from 
the already established spots else- 
where. 

Not only are the acts of poor 
quality, but inclusion of three 
singers and two dance turns makes 
for little variety. It tees off with 
Gloria Cole, said to be a discovery 


The Debonair Deceptionist 
LOEW'S STATE, N. Y. 


BOOKED BY 


INTERNATIONAL THEATRICAL 
CORPORATION 


G. RAY TERRELL]: 


| of Belle Baker and a protege of Lew 
| Leslie. She’s a former model. At 
j}any rate, Miss Cole’s attempts with 
|“Let Yourself Go,’ “Summertime” 
}and “Taking a Chance on Love” did 
nothing to solidify her description 
as a singer. That she is a former 
model can’t be argued. 

Betty Lorraine’s a dancer with a 
routine titled “Ballet in Swing.” 
She’s fair. Next is Jean LaRue, a 
singer with a legitimate voice who 
sings ““‘Besame Mucho,” “Ev'ry Night 
About This Time” without gather- 
ing any attention, then “Siboney” 
which is more in the groove oi her 
voice. 

Final act is a Latin dance team, 
Lao and Mancita, who look very 
gocd and stud otherwise average 
routines with unusual trick steps 
that win sincere response. Other 
than that they conform with the re- 
mainder of the show. 

Jimmy Dale is m.c. He works at 
the close as a singer, too, dispiaying 
voice that would make a much 
| better impression if he'd 
| from forcing himself. In moderate 
tones he’s very impressive as a 
vocalist along the lines of Sinatra 
and if he’d keep his voice within 
| bounds he has nice potentialities. 
| His emceeing isn’t out of the ordi- 
nary. Wood. 


| Cire’s. Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Jan. 12. 


| Nut club. 


| appointed room, Headed by Georgie 


refrain | 


sary to get past rope. This is tough 
to take, especially in view of fact 
that last-eceupant -of was tire 


New decor while attractive is like- 
wise hardly calculated to attract 
chatter and clatter brigade. Light 
blue interior and white banquettes 
give it little warmth or intimacy. 

Only entertainment is provided 
by alternate combos of Arthur Ravel 
and Juanito Sanabria. Both beat out 
pleasant hoofing tempos, but are 
minus personality’ volatile 
enough to capture attention. 

Operators’ ability to counteract 
these obvious liabilities will depend 
largely on how much they are will- 
ing to spend until club’s policy can 
be adjusted to local conditions. 
Looks like a name personality, is in- 
dicated if they expect to get in the 
black this season, otherwise cuisine 
and open-door policy will have to 
turn the trick. Leslie. 


Rio Cabana, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 29. 
Georgie Tapps, Dolly Dawn, 
Jackie Green, Blair & Dean, Rio Rita 
Girls (8), Eddie Fens Orch (7); Jose 
Rodriquez Rhumba Band (6); $2.50- 
$3.50 minimum. 


Chuck and Bert Jacobson have a 
winner in the current bill which is 
ideally suited for this beautifully 


Tapps, last seen locally at the May- 
fair Room, and excellently emceed 
by Jackie Green, a holdover, show 
is sock from star to finish. Selma 
Marlowe’s new line routines is 
a definite asset to the show. Best of 
the numbers, all of which have been 
smartly costumed, is a “Rhumba 
Fantasy,” and a military routine that 
is tops. 

Blair and Dean, youthful tap team, 
offer a trio of pleasing routines that | 
include a waltz, some tinkling steps | 
to “Blue Room” and closed with a! 
lively polka. Routines are accentu- | 
ated with classy lifts and twirls and. 
a smart technique. They click here. | 


Dolly Dawn, despite apparent 
nervousness, puts over “Besame 
Mucho,” “No Love, No Nuthin’,”’ 


“Strip Polka” in which she kids a 
ringsider and “Melancholy Baby” 
to register heavily. 

Jackie Green starts with a cute 
line of stories, gets the audience to 
sing “Mairzy Doats” with him and 
then goes into a sock line of im- 
pressions for top returns. Impression 
of Joe E. Lewis singing “Sam You 
Made The Pants Too Long” and his 
takeoff of Jimmy Durante are ex- 
amples of mimicry at its best. In ad- 
dition he does Harry Richman, the 
Inkspots, and pokes fun at Carmen | 
Lombardo and Sinatra. He's a big | 
hit here. 

Georgie Tapps combining ballet 
with his intricate dance patterns of- | 
fers routines to Chopin’s “Minute! 
Waltz,” “When Day Is Done” and| 
“St. Louis Blues” along with a}! 
tango and an imitation of a corny | 
tap dancer. Has to beg off. A hit. | 

Eddie Fens and his seven-piece 
orchestra play a great show while 
Jose Rodriquez’ Latin orch. provides 
relief. Morg. 


Minnesota Terrace 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, Jan. 22. 
Perry Martin Orch (12), Selma 
Marlowe Dancers (6), Crawford & 
Caskey, Three Gay Blades; $2 min. 


Current floor show. styled “Gay 
90s Revue,” is nostalgic but lively 
and fast-moving, carrying first-rate 
entertainment values. Cleverly knit | 
together and employing considerable 
talent, revue has enough zip for the 
younger swing crowd. For the heav- | 
ier spending a.k.s it’s manna from | 
heaven. 

Perry Martin’s society orch and the 
Marlowe dancers apparently are fix- 
tures in this spot. Martin sings well 
and is an acceptable emcee, and his 


i Arthur Ravel& Juanito Sanabria’s 


CAPPELLA :PATRICIA 
HELD OVER 3D TIME 


At the Exclusive 


CLOVER CLUB 
Hollywood, Cal. 


ALSO DOING PICTURE 
“MOON OVER LAS VEGAS” 


For Universal Pictures 


Orch; minimum $2.50. 

Intent on attracting Stork and Mo- 
rocco expatriates on sun and surf 
| safari, Sid Solomen, who made his 
first pitch for the lifted pinky trade 
| at Central Park Casino, has teamed 
| with George Herrick in this local 
nitery venture, lifted even to name 
! lettering from Hollywood original. 
| However, in gauging gate almost 
entirely on this premise, the opera- 
| tors have placed themselves in a po- 
sition which they may find unten- 
able. For one thing, cafe society is 
; noticeably absent this season, and 
advance reservations hold no prom- 
| ise of their arrival in such numbers 
|; as to make this type retreat profit- 
'able, unless operated as the Brook 
Club. Still more important factor is 


PEET 


‘THE CANA 
Singing Sta 


HAVANA 
Ex. Mgt—HERBERT LYNN 


Currently 


Available for Booking April 2. 


| stezs mixed with fancy tapping and 
| acro work to rate a show stop. : 


band is just right for this crowd. The 
| gals are easy on the eyes and profi- | 
|} cient steppers and numbers are | 
| flashy but tastefully costumed, light- | 
ed and routined. 

Martin starts with an overture of 
oldies and the gals tee-off in a Flo- 
radora style routine. 

In Victorian costumes, Crawford & 
Caskey score heavily with old-time 


.A return engagement here, “Three 
Gay Blades,” harmony singers in 
barber-shop style, are socko once 
more. With their swallow _ tails, 
white vests and ‘‘stove-pipe” lids, 
the bemustached trio injects good 
humor, comedy and snap into their 
renditions of “Only a Bird in a Gild- 
ed Cage.” “More to Be Pitied Than 
Censured,” “After the Ball Is Over.” 
“McNamara’s_ Band,’ “Strawberry 
Blonde” and “East Side, West Side.” 
A few ancient gags that occasionally 


A SMALL 


DIAN NIGHTINGALE’ 
r of Stage and Radio 
at the 
MADRID, New York 
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1697 B'way. New York 19, CO. 5-6330 


interrupts their harmonizing can be 
condoned. The boys have to beg off. 


The Marlowe girls finale in ornate, 
vari-colored spafigled costumes for 
some snappy military precision step- 
ping. Garnered merited applause. 

Room nearly filled at late show 
caught, Rees. | 


| der in the second degree last week 


first-rate vaude or nitery fare. 


Nitery Op Convicted 
Of Slaying Seaman 


Memphis, Feb. 1. 
J. D. James, Sr., operator of the 
61 Club here, was. convicted of mur- 


for the slaying of Tony Bruno, mer- 
chant marine sailor, at the James 
nitery early last year. 

He faces 10 years imprisonment. 

James was freed on $20,000 bail, 
pending motion for a new trial to be 
heard Feb. 17. 

James claims he shot Bruno in 
self-defense when attacked by the 
seaman in an altercation at his club. 


Suffered Less 


Continued from page 5 


ficulty of getting pin boys and a 
sharp drop off in patronage, because 
of the draft. 

Racetracks: No serious difficulty, 
WPB finds. Track operators were 
smart and bought backlogs of mate- 
rial they would need so that the 
plants have been kept in good shape. 
No evidence has been found of real 
difficulty in transportation, although 
this has lopped off some patronage. 

Swimming Pools: They are getting 
the chlorine and other materials 
necessary to keep going, and Mc- 
Murphey’s outfit has just added as 
consultant to aid the pool owners, 
Harry Ackley, of Pittsburgh, en- 
gineer and architect, who is a spe- 
cialist in amusement parks and 
swimming pools. 

Amusement Parks: They've had 
only minor difficulties in getting re- 
pair parts. Big headache for the 
1944 season will be in lumber, which 
is on the WPB scarce list. However, 
there has been a loosening up in 
metal equipment which can take 
the place of wood in most instances. 

Ballrooms and Dance Halls, There 
has been virtually no closing. Over- 
all average of the quality of the 
music has dropped somewhat due to 
the loss of musicians in the draft, 
but the patrons don’t seem to care. 
They've had adequate repair parts, 
etc., to keep the plants going, only 
real squeeze being in carpeting. 
Transportation of bands has given 
some trouble, particularly those 
bands which travel by bus and pri- 
vate car. 

Roller Skating Rinks: Doing a 
land-office business. Chief trouble 
is that they can’t buy enough skates 
to handle all the patrons, but have 
been able to get adequate repair 
parts. 

Ice Skating Rinks: About the same 
as above. No difficulty in keeping 
the ice machinery in repair. 

Professional Sports: All making 


money and suffering from the man- 
power situation. Some baseball | 
leagues have folded because of play- | 
er shortage, but the top leagues will | 
keep going in 1944, although the! 
level of competition will be down. | 

Pin Ball Machines: Still going | 
along, with enough repair parts to | 
keep that industry in good shape. 

Pool and Billiards: All right on 
maintenance repair parts, and 
doing a good business. Survey of | 
this line now being made by WPB 
to see whether it can be helped 
along. 

“Right now,” McMurphey told | 
“Variety.” “we are working on they 
matter of seats and projection equip- | 
ment for film houses. We expect | 


anda 
| 


| to have both problems licked this 


year by renewed production for the | 
industry. We have also checked on! 
musical instruments and find that 
professional musicians have enough | 
equipment, and the AFM is not the | 
least bit worried about instruments. | 
“Compared with many kinds of | 
business, show business is in good | 
shape. Everybody here feels that! 
the industry has done a very good | 
war job and we are all anxious to | 
cooperate to keep it going. 


New Act 


EDWARDS BROS. (3) 

Acrobatic 

7 Mins, 

Loewe’s State, N. Y. 
Edwards boys are an accomplished | 

acrobatic trio who click easily with | 

conventional though always surefire | 


, arm and leg lifts, chair balancing and | 


tumbling. 


Unusual, however, is the fact that. 
one of the boys walks with a pro- | 
nounced limp, though he never tries | 
to capitalize on what is seemingly a} 
physical handicap, 

Despite what appears to be a weak 
gam, this one of the brothers does | 
difficult jumps, balancing and tum- 


bling on a par with if not topping the | 
other two in the act. | 


In all, Edwards Bros. add up to, 


Mori. | 


BANDLEADER SUES 
FOR. DISCRIMINATION 


Springfield, Mass., Feb, 1 

Bob Eaely, local maestro, was one 
of three plaintiffs to enter suit in 
Superior Court this wees agains. 
Holyoke cafe, charging discriming. 
tion because of color, Sepian bands. 
man, his wife and a friend, last 
September, stopped at Tourville’s 
Cafe, Holyoke. The trio claimed in 
their suits totalling $2,400 that de. 
fendant refused to sell them food or 
drinks and unlawfully discriminated 
against them because of their color, 

Upon conviction of this charge, 
law requires a forfeit to the plain. 
tiff of not less than $100 and not 
more than $500. 


Allentown to Expand 
Vaude to Split Week 


Allentown, Pa., Feb. 1. 

State theatre which inaugurated 
vaude a month ago, will extend its 
three-day policy to six days a week, 
with the shows changing twice 
weekly because of booming grosses, 

Since vaude is not permitted in 
Pennsylvania Sundays, movies will 
be shown that day. 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 1. 

Bill Scherl flashing a fascist belt 
received from his brother who is 
fighting in Sicily. 

Myron Tannenbaum shot back for 
a checkup and to visit friends in the 
colony. 

After three years of strict bed rou- 
tine Don Fairchild has been upped 
for meals and light exercise. 

Rufus Weathers, Carl Kern and 
Leander Rensler also upped for 
slight exercise. 

Horace Bentley, piano player, 
Goode Holmes and Matty Pegano are 
now on the entertainment staif at the 
Will Rogers. 

Len Grotte flashing good reports 
again. 

Aggie Orr received her final okay 
and has returned to her home in 
Rockaway Beach, L. I. 

Isabelle Rook, Virginia Browne 
and Helen Lassman are responding 
to treatment and will soon be flash- 
ing good reports. 

Write to those who are ill. 


BELLE BAKER IMPROVING 


Belle Baker, who checked into 
West Side Hospital following ner- 


vous breakdown, is responding to 
treatment and considerably im- 
proved. 


War work and vaude-nitery com- 
mitments overtaxed the singer. 


— 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 
IN HIS 


*“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


THE FAMOUS 


KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 


BREAKING RECORDS AT 
HARRY ALTMAN’S 
BUFFALO 
AVAILABLE THRU 
YOUR AGENT 


FOR SALE 


Complete stage unit equipment, 
electrical, scenery, costumes, shoes, 
props, trunks, ete. Contact owner 
February 4th and Sth at Walton's 
Transfer, 607 West 46th Street, New 


York. Phone Clrele 6-8686. 
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Wednesday. February 2, 1944 ARIETY 


— 


ORIGINAL 


Star of Stage. Sereen and Radio , 


THANKING THE OFFICIALS OF REPUBLIC PICTURES FOR THE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS PAID ME 
FOR PERMISSION TO USE MY NAME FOR THEIR COWBOY STAR 


THANKS 
FOR 
MANY 


CLUB 
NEW YORK 


Thanks 
To 
WILL 

WEBER 


WHAT THE NEW YORK CRITICS SAY!!!! 


— 
| 
@ 
aA VARIETY 
Ben Schneider, 
W WwW Dail Wednesday, January 26, 1944 
COMEDIAN JUMPS ON HIS HEAD TO GET 
Jan. yA 1944, said: LAUGHS AT “1g” _ 
“The 18 Club, that 52nd street bisire, Bv Earl Wilson N | b R 
Night Ulu eviews 
where nothing is‘sacred, least of all the New York Post, Thursday, Jan, 20, 1944. o 
customers, introduced a new comedian In crazy, cockeyed New York everything hap- Club 18, N. pf 
pens —especially now. I am still able to watch 
the other night in the person of Roy much of it bug-eyed. This morning at the Club 18, a plump but New here is Roy Rogers (not the 
muscular comedian, Roy togers, ran out onto the floor firing a 
Rogers, Rogers has been featured in blank pistol and shouting, “I'm going to commit suicide right here!” cowboy film player) who shows iad 
pictures where, we suppese, he does Taking a short run, he jumped on his head. This. he did three versatility in several branches of | 
times, merging frem the experience entirely alive, he then 
everything he did to the opening night swallowed some flowers, napkins, newspapers and two live, squirm- funnywork. He is a fairish singer, i | 
audience's delight, When we say every- ing goldfish, and shows some good acro-comedy 
Afterward I cornered him. “IT actually landed on the back of my 
thing, we mean everything. This per- neck,” Rogers, a jiu-jitsu expert, told me. “Oh, sometimes I mis- work, haS an okay drunk bit, but 
former did some acrobatic tumbling on forte is his seemingly superman 
a 6x8 floor space that provided excite- “You'd be surprised how hard my head is,’ he replied. “Doesn't digestive tract which permits him 
ment, then he started eating such odd: “On the back of my neck I've developed a protective pad of gristle to swallow goldfish, paper, cigars 
and ends as strips of newspapers, paper and that doesn't hurt either.” and any other item around. Com- 
Rogers, who's “the original Rev Rogers” and not the movie eow- 
napkins, swallows live goldfish, celery, puncher, topped a new show in which ace Customer-baiters Vinee after the | ; 
flowers, stuffing lit matches, ete., into Curran and Roy Sedieyv tossed their best bars at the patrons, When by Sedley and Curran, he has a } 
a woman in a mink cout strolled in, they remarked, “The last time 
\ hia mouth and swallowing the whole I saw that fur it was kicking «a hydrant.” The show also offered hard time overcoming this handi- 
business.” pretty Gaye Dixon, singer: Hal Hixon, Fatso Maree, Joe Frisco and cap, but once he gets started, the 
a lush sitzplatz-wigeler, Marquita Rivera. 
Roy Rogers explained to me how he handled the live goldfish, but chuckles come at rapid intervals. \ 
A ¢ 
net for publication, at least in such 4 refined journal. 1 
Personal Management JOHN SINGER — BEN SHANIN 7OL Seventh Avenue, New York 
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VARIETY 


Variety Bills 


WEEK. OF-FEBRUARY-4 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (3) 
Dick Himber Orc 

Lou Holtz 
Kathryn Grayson 
June Allyson 
Nancy Walker 
Rags Ragland 
Fay & Gordon 
State (3) 
James Evans 


Loew 


G Ray Terrell 

Wesson Bros 

Bob Easton 

DeVal, Merle & L 

Marion Hutton 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (3) 

Will Osborne Orc 

Ames & Arno 

Max Gang 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 

Johnny Long Bd 

Allen & Kent 

Hazel Scott 

Gil Lamb 

Bob Coffee 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (3) 

Henry Cool 

Gaudsmith Bros 

Dean Murphy 

Hudson Wonders 
Regal (3) 

4 Ink Spots 

Ella Fitzgerald 


Cootie Williams 


Olympia (2) 
Olsen & Shirley 
Wally Boag 
Burton & Jeanette 
Pinky Tomlin 


Pyramid Skat’g Gls | 


Ruth Clayton 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (3) 
Henry Busse Orc 
Whitey Roberts Co 
Marjorie Lane 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (4-6) 
Holly’'d Pin-Up Gls 


RKO 


BOSTON 
RKO (3) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Helen Forrest 
Minevitch Rascals 
Dixie Dunbar 
(27) 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Peg Leg Bates 
Coley Worth & M 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (3) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Orc 
Eleanor Tieman 
Gene Baylos 
(27) 
H'wood Pin-Up Gls 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (3) 
Ear) Carroll's Co 
27) 


Ore 


(27 
4 Ink Spots 
Cootie Williams Ore 
Ella Fitzgerald 


Ralph Brown 
Moke & Poke 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (8-10) 
D’Artega Orc 
Beatrice Kay 
Grace McDonald 
Watson Sis 
(1-3) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Ore 
Eleanor Tieman 
Gene Baylos 
ROCHESTER 
Temple (4-6) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Grace McDonald 
Kim Loo Sis 
Frank Gaby 
(28-30) 
Earl Carroll Co 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (3) 
Gay “‘Nighties” 


Eddie Vinson 


(27) 
George White Co 


Southern | 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (11-13) 
The Rentro Show 

Dothan 
Martin (6) 
Hallatt Ore 

Mobile 
Lyrie (13) 

About Gis 
GEORGIA 
Modjeska (10-12) 
Knockouts of 1944 

NO. CAROLINA 
Asheville 
Plaza (6) 
Wald Ore 
Charlotte 
Broadway (11-12) 
Berni Vici Spices 

Greensboro 
National (7) 
Jarry Wald Ore 
RALEIGH 
State (9-10) 

Rev of Tomorrow 
Salisbury 
State (10) 
Karston Show 
Wilmington 

Carolina (11-12) 
Rev of Tomorrow 

Winston Salem 

State (9) 
Jerry Wald Ore 
SO. CAROLINA 
Anderson 
Criterion (9) 
Knockouts of 1944 
Charleston 
Vietory (7-8) 
Rev of Tomorrow 


Mal 


Talk 


Jerry 


The 


Columbia 
Carolina (13) 
Francita Show 


Todd & Amsterdam 

Carlton Emmy 

Rigoletto Bros 

Fitz & Carroll 
Apollo (4) 

3 Claire Sis 
Crotona (1) 

Tom Barry 

Lee Bartel 

Emery 2 & Claire 

Gangler’s Circus 


Beatrice Kaye 
Wally Rand 
Harry Savoy 
HOLYOKE 
Holyoke (31-2) 
Milt Britton Orc 
Cleo Florenz 
Victory 2 
(3-6) 
Earl & Fortune 
Ted & Art Miller 


137 West 48th St. 


USOING—OVERSEAS 


DOROTHY DEERING 
Ladylike Acrobatics 


MYSTIC CRAIG 
Fashions in Magic 


COLE SISTERS 
Tap Happy 


VICTOR and RUTH 
Skating Aristocrats 


Direction: ROGER E. MURREL 


The Playhouse 


New York 


Danny Murray 

Bob Hopkins 

The Manginis 

Millard & Marlin 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (3-6) 

Bohn & Mathews 

Wynn 2 


MeNally Sis 


Rilly Samuels Co 
Irene Wiley 
The Rolstons 
The Houghtons 
3 Wyse Gis 
Lynbrook (5-6) 
Millard & Marlin 
Irene Wiley 
Ben Ross 
Gangler's Circus 
(1 to fill) 
Sunnyside (5-6) 
Todd & Amsterdam 
Edwards 
Catherine 
(2 to fill) 
(1) 
Gangler'’s Circus 
BALTIMORE 
Hippcedrome (4) 
Orantos 
Crosby Sis 
Pansy the Horse 
Ray English 
Royal (4) 
Benny Carter Ore 
Peg Leg Bates 
4 Crackerjacks 
Peter Chan 
State 
Don Dorsey 
Bennett & Mitchell 
Kddie Mills 
BOSTON 


Harris 


(3-5) 


Bradford Hotel (3) 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Cirele (3) 

Hal Mcintyre Ore 

Smiley Burnette 

Danny Drayson 

3 Winter Sis 
NEWARK 
Adams (3) 

E Madriguera Orc 

Georgia Sothern 

Jack Marshall 

4 Franks 

Patricia Gilmore 
NORFOLK 
Center (3) 

Ted & Flo Vallet 

Jerry Mann Co 

Patricia Morison 

Walter Dare Wahl 

Roxyettes , 


PATERSON 

Majestic (3-6) 
Jean Dawn 
Fitz & Carroll 
Dick King 
Ralph Fielder & H 
3 Heat Waves 

7- 

Don Dorsey 


Eleanor Bowers 
Bennett & Mitchell 
Eddie Millis 
Lewis & Van 
ADELPHIA 
Carman (3) 
Toy 
Jed Dooley Co 
Harry Reso 
6 arvellettes 
PROVIDENCE 
Metrepolitan (4-6) 
Cy Reeves 
Dick Buckley 
Mack & Desmond 
Florence Fisher 
Virginia Weidler 


Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylivio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 


‘Cinries 


Bernie Grauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
Owen & Parker 
The Bernards 
Evelyn Knight 
Ellis Larkins Trio 
Stuart Ross 
Bunty Pendleton 
Cafe 68 
Vincent Catanese Or 
Sotero San Miguel 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Jimmy Savo 
Hazel Scott 
Kenneth Spencer 
John Sebastian 
Eugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 
Pearl Primus 
Mary Lou Willlams 
Phyllis Stewart 
Josh White 
Eddie Heywood Ore 
Casbah 
Lillian Clark 
Lee Kuhn 3 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
Cc. Codolban Ore 
Cerutti's 
Tom Morro 
Eddie Steele 
Mae Barnes 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Joe Frisco 
Hal Hickson 
Gaye Dixon 
Ted Smith 
Roy Rogers 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 


Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Keuge 
Dick Wilson Orch 
B Bizony Enemble 
Jack Dempsey's 
Chris Cross Ore 
Zeb Carver 
D Baker Musicomics 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


Greenville 
Center (8) 
Knockouts of 1944 
Spartanburg 
State (7) 
Knockouts of 1944 
Jerry Wald Ore 
TENNESSEE 
Knoxville 
Bijou (7-8) 
Talk About Gls 
VIRGINIA 
Danville 
Rialto (10) 
Berni Vici Spices 
Roanoke 
Roanoke (8-9) 
Berni Vici Spices 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (4) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Ella Mae Morse 

Bunny Briggs 
Lowe, Hite & 8S 
(28) 
Barnet Ore 
Lowe, Hite & §S 
Bunny Briggs 
Ella Mae Morse 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (4) 
Tommy Dorsey 
Gene Krupa 
Paul Regan 
Edwards Sis 
(28) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Murphy Sis 
Dorethy Keller 
Gil Maison 


Charlie 


Ore 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (4) 


Murphy Sis 

Gil Maison 

Betty Jane Smith 
(28) 


Tommy Dorsey Or: 

Gene Krupa 

Paul Regan 

Edwards Sis 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (4) 

Ladd Lyon 

Hileen Ritter 

Oxford Boys 

Roxyettes 


Roxyettes 
Dean Murphy 
3 Samuels 
Paul Sydell 
Eileen Ritter 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (4) 
he Nativity 
ood Cheer 

Roxy (3) 

Paul Lavalle Orc 


Milton Cross 

Jack Durant 

Hal Le Roy 

Maurice Rocco 
Academy (31-2) 

Patricia Morison 


Vaughn Monroe Orc 


Collette Lyons 
Jerry & J Brandon 
Chester Dolphin-to 
Daro & Corda 
CAMDEN 
Towers (4-6) 


Nino Ghezzi 
EKlexnor Bowers 
Elaine Seidler Gls 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (3-6) 
Stanley Burns 
tob Hopkins 
The Manginis 
3 Wyse Gls 
(1 to fill) 
FALL RIVER 
Emptite (1-3) 
Con & Connie 
Julia Cummings 
Virginia Weidler 


6 Marvellettes 
Seed & White 
Arthur & M Havel 
HARTFORD 
State (4-6) 
Louis Prima Ore 


Ted & Flo Vallet 

Silver Streaks 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (3-5) 

The Reddingtons 

3 Poms 

Hi, Lo, J & Dame 


WASHINGTON 
Howard (3) 
Don Redman Ore 

Berry Bros 
Cabin Gls 
Whitson Bros 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (4-6) 
Andrews Sis 
Hiarris Berger 
Seed & White 
Milt Britton Orc 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (31-2) 
The Reddingtons 
Hi, Lo, JI & Dame 
Cy Reeves 
Ted & Flo Vallet 
Ted & Art Miller 


H Evans & Kitty 


Cabaret Bills 


Algiers 
Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 


NEW YORK CITY 


| Bal Tabarin 


Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gls 


Met.: 
EDDIE 


JAMES BARTON 


Earle, Philadelphia 
FEBRUARY 11 


AL 
SMITH 


WILSON 
AGENCY 


Mollie Towne 

Jane Owen 

Roger Bowen 

Arthur Benson 
Aquarium Rest. 

M Powell Maniacs 

Jerry Montanna Bd 

Angie Bond 3 

Armando’s 


Ann Francine 


Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Ore 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 


Moya Gifford 


Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Billy Banks 
Bobby Davis 
Frances Henderson 
Chin Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwyer’s 
Elaine Vincent 
Marsha Fields 
Brock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 


Chico 
Rolando 
Dorita & Velero 


Sarita Herrera 
Alejandro Vilalta 
Juan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
Cuarteto Linio 

El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Or: 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwalé 


Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Jackie Gleason 
Dino & Rossi 
Mildred Ray Gla 
Ned Harvey Orc 
Los Rhumboleros 
Havana-Madrid 
Chu-Chu Martinez 
Alberto Torres D 
Jose Curbello Orch 
Carlos Varelas Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
(Columbian Room) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Jose Morand Orc 
Cocktail Lounge 


Dick Kuhn 
Hotel Betmont 
Plaza 


(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Dick Buckley 
Floria Vestcff 
Pat Abbott 
Maria 
Nino Rhumba Bd 

Hotel Bittmore 
Joan Hyldoft 
John Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
De-Icers (4) 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Hestherton Ore 
Hotel Commodore 


(Century Room) 
Enric Madriguera O 


Fernando Alva 
Nita Rosa 
Bob Lido 
Cachita 
The Graysons 
Dorothy Keller 
Ray Arnett 
Johnny Mack 
Mischel Gomer 8 
Stanlcr & Marti 
Dorothy Keller 
Mishe! Gorner Orch 
Hotel Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 
Hotel Edison 
Ryan-Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Rose Blane 
Frankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawalisa Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al McIntire 
Harold Aloma 
Momi Kai 
Kuulei Young 
Hotel Lincoln 
(Blue Room) 
Count Basie Ore 
Hotel McAtpin 
(Marine Grill) 
Giadys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 
Jerry Mapes 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Billy Peterson 
Art Paulson Orch 
Peter Kent Orch 
Hotel Park Centra. 
(Cocoanut Greve) 
Danny Beckner Orc 
G & G Bernard 
(Royal Palm) 
Ragtime Smitty 
Flo Hart 
Frank Rosati 
Linda Carroll 
Hote! Vennsytvanin 
(Cafe Rouge 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotes Vierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Myrus 
Irwin Corey 
The Robertos 
Margaret Scott 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Ellen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Reom) 
John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Satire Room) 
Duncan Sis 
Ber-mar 
Tino Valent} 
Pat Cameron 
Jerry Vanni 
King Johnson Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Molores De) Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Carol Lynne 
Rudy Richards 
Michael Ward 
Margaret Barry 
BKileen Thompson 
Sharlee Munster 
Edith Kandel 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 
Hote! Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Watdort- 
Astoria 
Annamary Dickey 
Roudenko & Zoritch 
Lina Romay 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 
Bebe Fox 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda Hove 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 3 
Dink Patterson 
Rilly Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Carmen Amaya 
Sabicas 
Antonio & Leonor 
Gloria Belmonte 
Paco 
GePonimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguez 
La Martinique 
Zero Mostel 
Murtah Sis 
Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Family 
Henry Therrien 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don McGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Eddie's 


Yeo 


Eddie Davis / 
Wynn 2 
Martha King 
Lola Andre Tr 
June Wilson 
Sherry Britton 
Hilda 


Lazara & Castellany 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carle Casineg 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Marga 

Smolen & Rosati 
Elayne 
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Cantor’s Bond B. 0. 


Continued from page 2 


talent showed up as an added mag-| Cantor hardly had got his eyes open 


net for the They cainc, 
from the city and from the many 
nearby communities, attracted by a 
marathon bond pitch without paral- 
lel. 

Cantor arrived here from Holly- 
wood Thursday morning (27) and, 
together with Parker Maddux and 
Louis Lurie, San Francisco capital- 
ists, immediately got down to the 
business of selling bonds until his 
Saturday morning radio stint, so- 
liciting promises of large bond pur- 
chases from bankers and financiers, 
civic leaders, social groups, union 
organizations and from Governor 
Earl Warren himself. 

Admittance to watch the broad- 
cast was by bond purchase only. Once 
inside the studios, the audience went 
for additional sales via trophy and 
song auctions, the purchases rang- 
ing from $25 to $10,000. NBC’s 
largest studio was jammed from the 
start of the broadcast until the 
finish, many in the audience being 
reluctant to leave and offering addi- 
tional bond purchases for additional 
Cantor entertainment. 

Sales From 46 States 

Bond pledges throughout the night 
came from over all the country with 
46 states being accounted for. Among 


the bids was a long-distance tele- 
phone call from Rockford, Illinois, 
for a $10,000 bond. , 

As Cantor reached his entertain- 
ment peak in the waning hours of 
Sunday morning, the crowds which 
overflowed the studio during the 
three- to six-hour stretch waxed 
more and more enthusiastic and dug 
deep into their pockets. Cantor was 
selling as never before. 

During the comedian’s 24-hour 
spiel, more than 20 hours of which 
were spent before the mike, his 
meals were served by George Mar- 
dikian, of Frisco’s Omar Khyyam 
restaurant, who also kept the coffee 
pot going for the studio workers. In 
addition, Mardikian also plunged 
heavily in bonds, bidding high for 
Jap war trophies, and also served 
the noon “Half Million” luncheon 
for Eddie and his_host and guests. 

Cantor wasn’t the only stay-upper 
during the vigil. Among those who 
labored throughout the day and 
night were John W. Elwood, general 
manager of KPO; Don Thompson, 
producer of the broadcast, and Noel 
Francis, who assisted him. Also on 
duty was the station's clerical, musi- 
cal, engineering, and announcipg 
personnel, including even the sales 
staff. Floyd Farr, top newscaster, 
and Larry Smith, network commen- 
tator, labored throughout the mara- 
thon as the jammed crowds inter- 


rupted the planned eight-hour shifts 
of the staff. 

The first bond sale was made to | 
the 73-year-old mother of an Army | 
private and a major who had stayed 
up all Friday night to be on hand 
when the bugler sounded reveille. 
More than 114 bonds were sold 
when a sailor came to the micro- 
phone and told of his 114 blood 
donations. The crowd responded 
with a bond for each donation. 

OWI Beams Overseas 

Frisco’s new mayor, Roger D. 
Lapham, shipping magnate, greeted 
Eddie when the comedian stepped 
out of the Army tent at six o’clock. 


Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Ba 
Old Reamantan 


Tony’s Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Rita Molina 


Jack Richards Alex Giraldo 
Sadie Banks Harry Le Roy 
Joe taPorte Ore Kdy 

Paris qui Chante | Bus Davis 


Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard Elliot 


Ubangi Club 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 

Versallles 
Joe Washington 
Cook & Brown 


Irma Jurist Claudia Wheeler 
Queen Mary Socassas Ore 
Naya Grecia 


Dwight Fiske 
Val Olman Ore 
Panchito Ore 


Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 


Guy Martin Girls Lu-Cellia 

Pat Clayton Corday & Triano 
Irving Conn Ore David Brooks 
Peter Rotunda Bad Irene Hawthorne 


Rogers Corner 


Dale Belmont 
Korn Kobblers 


Marion Niles 


Harry Lefcourt Or: Village Barn 
Papaya Hawaiians Dick Thomas 
Victor Quartet Red River Dave 


Harold Green 

Ross MacLean 

Phil D'Arcy 

3 Merrymakers 

Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 

Bernie West 


Estelle Loring 

Tiny Clark 

Gerri Gale 

Pop Brownlee's H 
Village Vanguard 

Albinny Jones 

Ginger Dulo 


Peters Sis Gwen Tyne 
Maxine Sullivan Joe Thomas 8 
lise Bois Wivel 
Herman Chittison 3] Rob Lee 


Julius Monk 
Sammy’s 
Bowery Gay 90's 
Charlie Corrigan 

Frank Gerard 


Carmen Montoya 
Tommy Hayden 
Mile. Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 
The Paulens 


Marty Reide Harry Horton Ore 

Jack Sheehan Zanzibar 
_Spivy’s Roof Maurice Rocco 

Spivy Son & Sonny 


Walter Liberace 

Fred Keating 
Stork Club 

Russ Smith Orch 


Bill Bailey 

Ada Brown 

Tops & Wilda 
Sabby Lewis Orch 


Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Patterson & Jacks'n 
Canay’s Bd 


when 2 woman.called. asking to buy 
a bond. 

“What denomination?” she was 
asked, 


“Jewish,” she replied. 


Cantor read news breadcasts, diq 
station-break announcements and 
kept the pace of the show at full 
tilt for most of the first 18 hours 
being zessisted only by Nora Martin, 
who helped out in the vocal depart- 
ment. By four o'clock the quota of 
a million dollars an hour for the 
24-hour grind had been passed, and 
the tempo was still being stepped 
up. 

A chorus of 20 Chinese girls 
dropped in shortly before dinner 
time, and, after they had enter. 
tained, each girl bought a bond. At 
midnight, the city’s visiting talent, 
corralled in part by Sam Rosey of 
MCA, began to show up. Connee 
Boswell, appearing locally in “Cur. 
tain Time,” put in an appearance 
accompanied by Chico Marx. Also 
on hand were Romo Vincent, Henry 
King, Gene Sheldon, Joaquin Garay, 
Nino Milo, Don Kaye and his or- 
chestra, Bert Kalmar, Jerry Bergen, 
and June Devereaux. The entertain- 
ers numbered more than 60, and 
they matched the audience in going 
all-out for bond purchases. 


After 23% hours of Cantor’s 
continuous exhortations, the OWI 
picked up the broadcast and beamed 
it to the world’s fighting fronts. 
Eddie gave the soldiers the news of 
the bond drive and promised them 
that America would not let them 
down. 


At 10 minutes to six, John El- 
wood took over to commend Eddie 
for his great show and to applaud 
Cantor’s wife, Ida, who had stood 
by during her husband’s long vigil. 

In those closing minutes, Cantor 
reached new heights as a radio 
figure. Speaking for himself and 
Elwood, his pledge to the men at 
the fighting front will be long re- 
membered: 


“Every night, before I go to 
sleep, I have a question I ask 
myself. A question I'd like to 
have our listeners engrave upon 
their hearts as it is upon mine. 
‘What have I done today that is 
worthy of the boy who lost his 
life in some far-off place, fight- 
ing for me and the things for 
which I stand?’ 

“And let’s remember,” Cantor 
concluded, “not only the boys 
who gave their lives, but let’s 
remember the boys who want 
to live...and bring them safely 
home.” 


Next day Cantor did not sleep. 
He spent the day thanking the 
friends who had made possible the 
greatest record in bond-selling his- 
tory. That night, Eddie took off for 
Hollywood, where he celebrated his 
52d birthday at home. 


NITERY GROUP ASKS NO 
TAX FOR SERVICEMEN 


Columbus, O., Feb. 1. 


National Tavern Owners’ Associa- 
tion, at a meeting here last week, 
indorsed the Downey bill, exempt- 
ing servicemen from payment of 
amusement taxes. 

The group also passed a resolu- 
tion opposing the proposed 20% 
cabaret tax, and the pending Bryson 
bill, prohibiting wartime sale of any 
alcoholic beverage containing more 
than -one-half of one percent of al- 
cohol. 

Delegates from 28 states attended. 


New Class Coast Spot 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

One of the film colony's earliest 
swank spots, ‘the Embassy club, and 
adjoining Montmartre, is being re- 
furbished for early opening. 

Jack Fell, downtown operator of 
bistros, will try to recapture some 
of its early glory and is dickering 
with Xavier Cugat as opening at- 
traction. 


DICK FOY’S HOUSE 


Dallas, Feb. 1. 

Richard Foy, manager of the Melba 
and Tower, now manager of the 
Palace replacing Walter M. Henschel. 
Replacing Foy is Hackler H. Riffe, 
former assistant at Majestic. 

Foy is a brother of Bryan Foy, the 
20th-Fox producer and a son of 
Eddie Foy, being one of the original 
“Seven Little Foys” of early vaude 
days. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Although Congress declined to make concessions on the 20% ticket tax 
called for in the new revenue act, show business supporters of a reduction 
spoke up forcefully on the Senate floor. Senator Clark (Missouri) was a 
surprise proponent for the appeal to retain the present 10% tax, while 
Senator Mead (New York) was just as strong for the theatre. Clark, who 
is a close friend of Eddie Dowling, said: 


“I have the feeling that it would be an absolute outrage to increase 
greatly the tax on the legitimate theatre and to those actors who have 
devoted their lives to the legitimate theatre, which is, after all, a great 
American institution. After turning down the amendment—and I voted 
to do so—to increase the taxes on horse racing and on pari-mutuels, it 
would be most unjust to increase the tax on the legitimate theatre to the 
point where it might be a back-breaking burden.” 


Senator Mead’s protest, in part: 


“In this catastrophic emergency, the theatrical industry of America has 
risen to unprecedented heights. In every essential war activity, including 
the recruiting of personnel, the sale of war bonds, the success of the USO, 
and similar drives, the theatre has been close to fhe heart and center of 
all these worthy enterprises. The stars of both the moving pictures and 
the legitimate stage have been generous with their time and their talents 
in entertaining our military personnel, both here and on our distant battle 
fronts. Songwriters attached to the industry, like George M. Cohan in 
the first World War, and Irving Berlin today, have written inspiring songs; 
authors, directors and producers have given to the country plays that por- 
trayed the gallant sacrifices of our boys, and which have spurred on the 
nation’s war effort, and intensified the patriotic spirit of our people.” 


“Vincent Youmans’ Revue” drew an adverse press in Baltimore where 
it opened last Thursday (27), and radical changes were made both in the 
east and routining. Glenn Anders withdrew, a fantasy interlude was 
dropped and so was Deems Taylor’s recorded documentary. Show is made 
up mostly of ballets and musical selections, ; 

Youmans, however, has expressed delight over the way the orchestra of 
more than 50 musicians played music by Ernesto Lecuona, Cuban com- 
poser. On opening night there was trouble with the settings because of 
changes which Youmans insisted upon. Frank Paris’s puppets supplied a 
liked interlude, but did no work expertly at the premiere. Show is backed 
by Doris Duke Cromwell, who is said to have invested $162,000 ‘to date. 


William Allen White, the sage of Emporia, Kansas, who died last Satur- 
day (29), was long a member of the Pulitzer play jury which annually 
awards a prize for the play judged to be outstanding on Broadway. Pro- 
ducer Brock Pemberton, also a Kansan, was White’s right hand man when 
Pemberton was a reporter on the Emporia Gazette, of whch White was 
editor, Pemberton invariably visited with White when the editor came 
to New York, as he did every year. : é 

Training on the Gazette led to Pemberton joining the N. Y. Times, for 
which he was drama editor for a time. Showman later was a press agent 
and then turned to producing. 


Mitchell Harris, who appeared in “Dark Eyes,” which closed its tour 
some weeks ago, is now in Ludlow Street jail, N. Y., after a warrant sworn 
out by his estranged wife. She charged he owed her $300 in back alimony. 
Actor was reported in critical condition for several weeks at Bellevue 
hospital, N. Y., recently, with a brain concussion suffered when he fell in 
the lobby of the Duane hotel, N. Y., on Christmas night. He alleged that 
he fell after being walloped, but Harry Wells, the hotel manager, denies 
an altercation with the actor. There was no formal police complaint. 


Bernard Hart has a nook backstage at the Lyceum, N. Y., where he is 
stage manager of ‘The Doughgirls.’ He calls it ‘Bernie’s Casino, as indi- 
cated by a sign. There are occasional gin rummy games with players 
between entrances. Hart first dubbed the place ‘Gordon's Flop House,’ 
there being listed 17 Max Gordon attractions which flivved but somebody 


copped the sign. 


“Suds In Your Eye,” which moved from the Cort to the Forrest, N. Y., 


last week, has developed an agency call, with business climbing. In mov- | 


-seat theatre party 
ing to the present quarters, “Suds” took over a 300-sea 
a originally called for “Listen Professor,’ but the latter show closed 


abruptly at the Forrest. 
Contest; Betty Smith 2d 


7 NY. Tix Agcies. 


Denied Licenses Crane Hausseman, of Washington, 

, D. C., won first prize of $500 for his 
drama, “Return to Eden,” in Pitts- 
burgh Drama League’s playwriting 
contest. 
rine Cornell, Rosamund Gilder and 
Walter Pritchard Eaton; local jurors, 
who made the original eliminations, 
were Robert Gill, director of the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse; Edwin Peter- 
son, short-story writing professor at 
Pitt, and Harold V. Cohen, drama 
accused of overcharging by Paul | editor of Post-Gazette. Hausseman 
Moss, the license head, who refused | js employed by the OWI and his play 
to issue new licenses. That they have | deals with Axis agents working on 
been deprived of a means Of liveli- | the Arabs. 
hood is regarded as the most drastic Honorable mention went to Betty 
punishment meted out since the |Smith, author of “A Tree Grows in 
ticket situation first arose. Even the | Brooklyn,” for “Hattie Stowe.” 
legit code enforcement board is said Award was to have been announced 
to have expressed regret over the | on Jan. 18 by Burns Mantle when he 
plight of at least some ousted | spoke to the Drama League here, but 


OWI Aide Wins Pitt Play 


Although some of the disaffected 


brokers have been in the ticket busi- 
ness for as long as 35 years, seven 
New York agencies are out of busi- 
ness as the result of failure to ob- 
tain licenses for 1944. Fact that they 
were forced to suspend is a topic 
of considerable discussion in ticket 
circles. In all cases the brokers were 


brokers. 


Ferrer the Enchanter 


For the first time in years a 
stage villain has become a mati- 
nee idol. He’s Jose Ferrer, who 
plays Iago in “Othello” at the 
Shubert, N. Y. Although part 
calls for him to sport a crepe 
beard, femme admirers haunt 
the stagedoor after perform- 
ances, 

When Walter Huston appeared 
in the Shakespearean tragedy 
about eight years ago at the 
New Amsterdam, Brian Aherne 
played Iago, and was likewise 
idolized by girl enthusiasts. 


Score “Racket” 
On Party Sale 
Of Show Tickets 


Growth of theatre parties this 
season has attracted attention in show 
circles. In some quarters it is al- 
leged that this method of ticket sell- 
ing verges on being a racket. There 
is no doubt that parties are opposi- 
tion to ticket agencies, brokers ad- 
mitting that they have lost a per- 


centage of customers because of the 
party system. 


Quite a number of regular theatre- 
goers are noticed gfnong those at- 
tending shows when parties attend. 
Explained that those patrons are on 
theatre-party operators’ lists and 
thereby obtain tickets in good loca- 
tions without going to agencies. Such 
patrons figure that while they may 
pay more for some party tickets, the 
additional sums go to charity in- 
stead of the brokers. 


An advantage is seeing new hit 
shows soon after they open without 
waiting for extended periods. Some 
party blocks of tickets, if not the 
entire house, are obtained at a slight 
discount but this season many were 
arranged for at boxoffice prices. In 
such instances another set of tickets 
are printed and the prices tilted by 
the party operators so that a profit 


Final judges were’ Katha- | 


can be made, beneficiaries being 
church and charity organizations as 
'a rule. Parties are sometimes bene- 
| ficial to shows not -alone because 
they mean guaranteed sales of large 
blocks of tickets but because the de- 
| mand for tickets is generally in- 
| creased by hypoing the urge to see 
| shows. 
| Claimed, however, that individuals 
have entered the theatre party field 
for their personal profit, rather than 
turning the bulk of the net over to 
a charity. Stated that one of the 
| newcomers has a system whereby he 
| makes deals such as paying $200 to 
| $300 for the use of a church or char- 
ity group’s name. Partyman then 
buys a block of tickets at a discount 
| and sells them wherever possible. 
If business is good he is likely to 
| slip the group some additional coin, 
thereby ingratiating himself, having 
in mind similar transactions in the 
future. 


| 


Seek to Settle Actress’ 
Claim Vs. Manager 


Complaint in the case of Elaine 
| Miller against Alex H. Cohen, where- 
in the former seeks recovery of $3,- 
|025 from the young manager, has not 
| been pressed and, in the interim, 
|former Magistrate Louis B. Brodsky 
| and L. Arnold Weissberger, respec- 
tive attorneys for the litigants, are 
| aiming to effect a settlement. Ac- 
j;cording to Brodsky, the aspiring 


New licenses were issued by Moss 


to two agencies, then the commis- | 


sioner issued suspensions, with the 
result that the brokers went into 
court last week before Judge Denis 
Cohalan. Latter issued a stay in the 
case of Willie Deutsch, of the Su- 
preme agency, which continues to do 
business, but reserved decision in 
both. The other agency involved is 
the Circle, operated by Fay Cohen 
and Irving Goldman. Moss issued the 
license with the stipulation that Mrs. 
Cohen keep her husband Harry out 
of the office but she failed to do so. 
Latter has been involved in several 
ticket complaints. 


Maplewood Strawhat to Pix 

Newark, Feb. 1. 

The Maplewood theatre, nearby 
strawhat, has been purchased by 
James J. Thompson, Jersey film the- 
atre owner, 

The 1,400-seat suburban house will 
be used exclusively for pix. 


illness of Eaton held up the final | young actress gave Cohen $3,500 for 
selection. Playhouse announced that | expenses with the expectation that 
it woud produce the prize-winner if | he’d make her a star. He alleges the 
possible, but ‘whether or not Gill will| defendant spent but $475 on the 
put it on this season hasn't yet been girl. 
decided. | Weissberger concedes that she did 
| give Cohen the money. She appeared 
which Cohen and 


lin “Bright Lights,” 
Bard No Great Shakes In | others produced, Cohen also giving 
e her 7% of “Lights.” The show 
. A. Cost Carradine AG) soppea out after three perform- 
’ ances, all in the red. Cohen ex- 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 


a : pended money for publicity and 
John the other items, he alleges. 
Man's Re- Cohen, through his attorney, says 
venge” at Universal, is reorganizing he told Miss Miller that she did not 
his Shakespearean troupe for an- have “sufficient stature” to be a star, 
other whirl on the stage, but not in | 2!so that he spent money to spot her 
Los Angeles. This town, he says, is |!" Coq Rouge, N. Y. nitery, as an 
allergic to the Bard of Avon. entertainer, but she lasted but two 
As Hamlet, Othello and Shylock, | Weeks. Stated that her salary at the 
Carradine cleaned, up $12,000 in six | nightclub went to a press agent. 
Pacific Coast towns and wound up Weissberger criticizes the method of 
by dropping $4,000 at the Biltmore | procedure in placing the matter in 
in Los Angeles. His next Shakes- | # police court and argues that were 
pearean tour will cover the deep ithe claim valid it should have been 
south, j made in a civil suit. 


| was quietly received by the press. 


Broadway Stagehands Strike Averted 
When Pay, Firings Snarl Is Settled 


Decision Reserved On 
‘Public’ Suit Vs. Shubert 


Decision was reserved last week 
(27) by N. Y. supreme court Justice 
Aaron Levey on the motion by Lee 
Shuberts and the Select Operating 
Corp., a Shubert entity, for dismissal 
of the $125,000 damage action 
brought against them by the backers 
and producer of “My Dear Public.” 

Complaint, filed by William Selig- 
son, attorney for Irving Caesar, the 
producer, and his associates, charges 
that the defendants brought about 
the folding of the stage musical, last 
October, because of a “conspiracy” 
by Shubert and others in serving un- 
lawful notice to vacate the 46th St. 
theatre. This, it’s held, undermined 
the cast’s morale. 

Although the defendants withdrew 
its vacating notices, it’s alleged, the 
damage was already done. Shubert 
is also charged with planning to dis- 
credit the play, which resulted in 
the weekly gross falling below the 
$20,000 gross required for the show 
to stick. 


“Hayride” 3106 
Advance Sale 


A record advance sale is claimed 
for “Mexican Hayride,’ and before 
premiere Friday (26) at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., producer Michael 
Todd estimated the total to have bet- 
tered $310,000. Newest musical drew 
an enthusiastic press on the whole, 
with but one review on the skeptical 
side. First show with a $5.50 top in 
a dozen years will be the biggest 


grosser on Broadway if playing to} 
capacity, it being possible to get $46,- | 
600 weekly; with standees it’s antici- 
pated takings can reach $47,000. 

In front of the theatre, under the 
canopy, is a large mural drawn by 
Howard Bay, the scenic artist, color 
motive being tobasco red. Large 
house board on roof of the Garden 
fronting Broadway will be decorated 
with an immense drawing of a re- 
clining femme, with a sketch of 
Bobby Clark, show’s star, looking 
askance at her. Picture will be done 
by Varga, Esquire’s artist, who spe- 
cializes on the undraped feminine 
form, and for the stint he will be 
paid $5,000, according to Todd. Man- 
ager’s name will not appear on the 
big board, billing of names being 
confined to the canopy lettering. 

At curtain time Todd was in Madi- 
son Square Garden the first night, 
looking at the fights, but the lure of 
the debut was too strong and at in- 


termission he was back at the Win- | 
ter Garden, asking friends what they 
thought of the show. He departed | 
for the Coast Monday (31) to hud- | 
dle with Mae West over their! 
planned production of “Katherine | 
Was Great,” but proposes doing an | 
operetta first. Todd also has dates | 
with picture execs in Hollywood. 

“Hayride” drew a great break in 
Collier’s, magazine devoting four 
pages to the show. Publication came 
out on the day the show opened. 
First time for the weekly to give 
that much space to a new attraction, | 
and Todd’s press department, headed 
by Lewis Harmon, takes a bow. 


NEW EMLYN WILLIAMS | 
PLAY OPENS IN LONDON: 


London, Feb. 1. 
“The Druids Rest,” new comedy | 
which opened Jan. 26 at St. Martins, } 


It is a play by Emlyn Williams. 


Abbott’s “Fling” 
“A Highland Fling” is’ scheduled | 


for rehearsal next week by George | 


Abbott but the play may be set back | 
because of casting problems. Neither | 
of the required two male leads had | 
been secured early this week. 
Myron McCormick, who was in 
“Storm Operation,’ which closed at 
the Belasco, N. Y., Saturday (29), 
was sought for one of the principal 
parts but declined the engagement. 
Actor said he’s not familiar with 
Scotch dialect which the character | 
must use. 


Margaret Curtis, who wrote 


“Fling,” wil] be in the cast. 


There was a flurry along Broad- 
way over the weekend due to a 
threat to strike by the stagehands 
union, local 1, International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
Negotiations for a new contract had 
been proceeding without incident, 
and although the deckhands’ con- 
tract expired yesterday (1), it was 
generally assumed that changes 
would eventually be agreed upon 
without undue centroversy. Strike 
possibility arose suddenly upon the 
summary dismissal of four men in 
Shubert theatres and the union’s in- 
sistence upon assurance that if a 
pay raise was granted it would be 
retroactive. 

Both issues were clarified Monday 
(31) when the factions huddled at 
the, League of New York Theatres. 
Stagehands seek a 15% increase, 
managers conceding the retroactive 
provision if the tilt is agreed upon 
and okayed by the War Labor 
Board. As for the dismissals one 
man slated for letout was shifted, 
two are to be retained with their 
present crews, while the fourth case 
is still to be discussed. 

Reason for the discharges was not 
clear. Managers have balked at the 
same stagehands being assured jobs 
season after season, union having 
partially receded from that demand, 
made last season. However, the 
stagehand leaders insist that men be 
retained for the life of their con- 
tracts. Stagehands may be let out 
for cause, which usually means in- 
toxication, but the matter of incom- 
petence as a basis for dismissal is a 
moot question. 

Vacations With Pay 

Union has suggested that the new 
contract provide for one week's 
vacation with pay every 26 weeks, 
also that when men are called to 
theatres for extra duty they shall 
be paid for four hours, instead of 
three, which is the present rule. 
Union also demands that there be a 
minimum of seven men backstage 
for a one-set show instead of four, 
as now. Managers regard that de- 
mand as preposterous, since there is 
very little work required for one- 
setters. Also pointed out that the 
seven-man idea is incongruous in 
light of the manpower shortage. 

Heads of departments get $87.50 
weekly’ in New York, with grips 
earning $58. On the road deckhands 
get $100, and are allowed expenses. 
Last season the WLB allowed $17.50 
for expenses, but at the start of the 
present season new contracts were 
given road men, and now expense 
coin is said to be around $30 weekly. 

Previous stagehands contract ex- 


pired Feb. 1, 1942, but it took 13° 


months to negotiate a new agree- 
ment. Many sessions were held, 
managers finally agreeing on added 
pay being retroactive. Finally an 
increase of around 8% was granted 
and it was figured that over $3,000 
in back pay was due the men. 
Deckhands did not actually receive 


| the coin, League turning over $4,000 


in war bonds to the union’s emer- 
gency fund. Since that time wages 
and hours regulations were set up 
as a wartime measure, with WLB 
gstablishing a maximum of 15% in- 
crease, 


FILES 5006 N. Y. SUIT 
VS. PETRILLO, OTHERS 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
and others were named as defend- 
ants in a $500,000 damage action by 


_ David T. Nederlander, stockholder 
| in the Lafayette theatre, Detroit, on 


riday (28) in N. Y. Supreme court, 
Details were exclusively reported in 
“Variety” several months ago, when 
Nederlander announced preparation 
of the suit. 

Complaint charges that the theater 


| was forced to hire union musicians 


under threats of strikes. Neder- 
lander alleges that the theatre, used 
for legit, needed no musicians. 
Other defendants are John S. 
Ferentz, president of the Detroit 
local, AFM; Jacob Rosenberg, head 


| of the New York local 802; Lafayette 


Productions, Ine., and the United 
Booking Office. 


“Road” Set for Aussie 


Sydney, Jan. 4. 
“Tobacco Road,” formerly nixed 
by governmental officials for local 
dates, will now be produced for a 
short run at Minerva here, by Alec 
Coppel. 
Script has been “white-washed” to 


appease officialdom. Local egge used. - 
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Plays on Broadway 


Mexican Hayride | cadaver species, Clark’s solo sock | 
Michael Todd production of two-part mua rr “Girls, _ with & line of tall show- 
with: Porter: beauties back of him. It ma) 
’ Herbert and Dorothy Fields; sturs! not be as popular as “Robert The 
ae Clark: features June He George | Roue From Reading.” which he used | 
Haakon; settings, George Jenkins; cos-| in “Streets of Paris,” but it’s plenty | 
tumes Mary Grant: siaget by  TPlassard alright. 
Paul Haakon bounces on late in 
Lombo Campos.......s0eses Ge ; | the performance for the show’s sock | 
Augustus Adamson....Jean | choreographic number. It’s a_ fine! 
Moiser | dance exhibition with a Mexican} 
Augustus Adamson. William A. Lee | favor, accomplished by a hoofer who} 
feo Bascon Leeeeeeeeeseee Bobby Clark | Knows his stuff. Earlier, Haakon is | 
June on with Eleanor Tennis, that, too, | 
i adors Being lively stepping. Bobby Lane | 
Hill Catinhun | and Claire Anderson contribute | 
Senor David Leonart | something worthwhile in the dance 
Miguel division, so do Bill Callahan and 
Byron Marta Nita. There are also the! 
Je head-waiter)....... ..Raul Reyes) Hermanos Williams Trio, acrobatics 
A. niha to rhythm, and clever Raul and Eva | 
is | Reyes for additional terps. One of | 
Carol .....s CR Arthur Gondea | the surprises is the brushoff given | 
Mme, Dorothy Lulu Malina, who apparently was a | 
Marshals. Victim: of cutting when the show | 
Alfonse Pedroza | Originally was overlong. Miss Ma- | 
Chief of Richard lina, Russian songstress, has com- | 
Boy... paratively little to do though fea- | 
Haul Reyes | tured in the credits. | 
Wer Ilorion Henderson | Hassard Short wins further stag- | 
rd ten Hernandez | ing honors with his handling of, 
Woman Verdor.. Anderson | lighting of the colorful settings de- | 
.....Mva Reyes | signed by George Jenkins. John 
Iaul Kennedy gets a bow for staging the! 
~ "Marios Leach so does Heakon in charge of. 


| ensembles. Plenty of femme beauties 
in the chorus and the costumes by 
Mary Grant are gorgeous. All in all, | 

quite an evening in the theatre. 


Mike Todd has done it 
“Mexican Hayride” song, 
laugh musical more than 


again. His 
dance and 
follows up 


“Something For The Boys” of last 
season. Showman said he would_ 


spend plenty of coin on the produc- | ~ Wallflower 

tion, and he ceriainly did. Because| Meyer Davis production of three-act com- 
of that the ticket top is $5.50—tirst eee scene) by Mary 
show with that scale in a dozen years, J)", Staged by 


Orr and Reginald 
Denham; 


setting, 


opened at Cort, N. Y., Jan, 
—and the price is right. Looks like | 2. ‘44. top. 

latest musical will be Broadway's | Jessamine Linnet.......... Kathryn Givney 
yp gross Mrs Hennicut $6060 Deve 
When Todd took over “Boys. Linnet..... Walter N. Greaza 
which Vinton Freedley was slated) 

to do, he acquired that show click James MeMahon 
musical comedy writing trio of Cole CHE... Michael King 
iwell James........Fred ving Lewis 
Fields, who had whipped up that) pixie james 
hit. and now they repeat with, Jasper ..........., ee Kurt Richards 
“Hayride.” Robbie ..... Laffin | 
“Hayride” has a crack comedian in} Larry Oakleat........... -Frank MeNeillis 


Bobby Clark plus Gypsy Rose Lee’s ceetsis 
blonde, beautiful sister, June Havoc. 
It also has other know-how people 
of the theatre such as George Givot, 


Latest comedy of adolescence and 
rv.iddle age should be among the sea- | 


son’s winners because of the laughter 


Paul Haakon, Corinna Mura and: content. With it Meyer Davis, musi- 
Wilbur Evans. There is a Mexican! cian-turned-showman, bows in as a 
atmosphere throughout which be-/| manager on his own. | 
speaks of the time expended in Mex-;| First-night impression was that | 
ico City by the authors and the, “Wallflower” would be better with 
producer. Native musicians give out, script pruning, for there are dull 
background melodies, while the pit) moments. There is some similarity 


crew is batoned by Harry Levant,| in story between the new play and | 
orchestrations coming from ‘Russell | others in which adolescence and Sex | 
Bennett and Ted Royal. | are linked, the most recent being 

Opening scene, with most of the! the current “Kiss and Tell.” In the 


cast seated in the grandstand of a, latter, child precociousness is present | 
bullfighting arena, is rousing stuff,| too, whereas in “Wallflower” the | 
as indicated by the way firstnighters | youngsters are emerging from their 
glided into the mood of the per-| teens, | 
formance. Miss Havoc plays Mon-|. The elders ring the bell in the! 


laugh score, mostly registered dur- 
ing the last half of the play. Open- 


tana, a toreador, and her entrance is 
exhilarating. Clark, who had fled a 


policy and numbers racket rap: in| !ng is rather tame and there is a | 
the States, is incognito in Mexico} distinct sag in the second act but 


under the name of Humphrey Fish. | that section ends hilariously while | 
He catches the bull’s ears tossed by| the third act carries on very well 
Montana and is thereby declared the | except near the finale, which could 


guest of the tamale nation for a week,} have been clipped. | 
David Winthrop, the American! Locale is the small town of Iron- | 
consul, acting for FBI, catches up| Ville. O., which has its juvenile de-| 
with Clark, who thereupon assumes | linquency problem. Andrew Linnet, | 
ludicrous disguises. Once he plays! a” alert assistant district attorney, ! 
tie flute as nead of some mariachi| Plalis a solution but his efforts are | 


musicians: then, when discovered. he | nearly thwarted through events in| 
makes up as a Mexican Indian squaw | his own family. Joy, a pretty daugh- | 
selling enchelados and such, with the! ter. and Jackie, who hasn't. the 
aid of Givot, who is on the lam. too.) 0Omph of her sister, return from 
Latter makes fine showing as a na-j College. Joy just about cormers the | 
tive policy-game cheater. At ane boy market. to which Andrew 
event, the story isn’t too hard to take.| Violently protests. and soon a quar- 

Amusing to firstnighters is a ‘L develops between him and Jessie 
scene at Ciro’s, namesake of the spot! his wife. 
conducted by A. C. Blumenthal in 
Mexico City. Blumey is called by 
name and there is a character using Warren James, one of the bovs 
that moniker; Also present in that Who goes for Joy, gets turned down 
scene are Carol, former king of Ru-| !" a proposal of marriage, for she 
mania, and Magda Lupescu. his red-| Wants to become a designer in New 


cate} 
_ (Incidentally, there is per- 
haps a bit too much bickering among 
other characters), 


4-F Blues 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 
Well-known little theatre actor 
in an eastern key city registered 
as a conscientious objector with 


his draft board and was im- 
mediately dispatched to a CO 
camp. There, after several 


months of doing the most menial 
chores, he tired of the routine 
and decided that maybe he 
wasn't an objector after all, 

His selective service board 
was informed of actor's change 
of heart and called him back for 
a physical. He took the examina- 
tion and was prompt!y classified 
4F. Had been a 4F’er for years, 
in fact. 


but it is Mary Rolfe, who attracted 
attention last season in “The Eve of 
St. Mark,” who wins the honors in 
that division during the last half of 
the play as Jackie, Joel Marston does 
a good job as Warren, Leona Powers 
and Kathryn Givney have their in- 
nings as the mothers, while Mary 
Orr, co-author, appears in a small 
part, 

Some of the dialog is, not for the 
purists but the average audience is 
hardly in that category anyway. 

Ibee, 


The Cherry Orchard 


(REVIVAL) 
Carly Wharton and Margaret W 


production of Camedy feuria 


ebster 


is scenes) 


by Anton Chekhov; stars Iva Le Callienne 
and Joseph Schildkhraut; staged by Miss Le 
Gallienne and Miss Welsters translated 
from the Russian by Irina Skariatina 


ting, AMbotley, Opened at National, N. 
Jan, “44; top (84.40 opening night, 
...atefan Schnabel 
Lyubov Le Gallienne 
Leonid Andveyeviteh.... Joseph Schildkraut 


Charietta [vanovna.... ....Leotia Roberts 
Renton Reid 
The Station Gra 
A Fost Office Clerk...... Jack Taynds 
Lois Holmes 
Servants and Guests..... Bestrice Manley 
serell 
ne 
It seems inevitable that now and 


i tate 


again Chekhov, the players’ delight, 
should crop up on Broadway. It 
would seem to be art for art’s sake, 
and boxoffice be hanged! But “The 
Cherry Orchard” production which 
Carly Wharton and Margaret Webster 
have brought back to the Main Stem 
belies that conclusion. Its auspices, 
its cast, its production are too mag- 


| nificent for an airy dismissal of what, 


at best,*is not a very good play. 
“Orchard” may be commonly ac- 


| cepted as Chekhov's finest play, but 


its satirically humorous treatment of 
human frustration cannot be read- 
ily accepted by popular standards. 
But with, say, an Eva Le Gallienne 
or a Joseph Schildkraut for the leads 
and, say, a Margaret Webster han- 
dling the direction, it would be an 
almost certain boxoffice success. 

“Orchard” has Eva Le Gallienne. 
It has Joseph Schildkraut. It has 
Margaret Webster. 

This story of a decadent aristocra- 
tic Russian family is distinguished 
for its speeches, its Chekhovian phil- 


whose ruling classes, the author felt, 
were even then ripe for overthrow- 
ing. The period, it will be recalled, 
was late 19th century. ‘Through the 
Andreyevna family Chekhov painted 
a picture of weakness and, futility, 
of a family whose impoverished es- 
was auctioned off under their 


very noses to a serf who had once 


| worked for them. 


By its present production the 
analogy of aristocracy and lower 
class is pointedly evident. But the 
question remains that whatever value 


|“Orchard” may have possessed at its 
| initial presentation, in 1904 by the 


| sidered. 


Moscow Art Theatre, it has become 
dissipated by world events, no less 
of which has been the Russian mil- 
lennium of 1917. In these times its 
message is purely anti-climactic. 
But if there is a void of interest 
in the play itself. as a play. there 
is always the highly imaginative 
manner of presentation to be con- 
The Wharton-Webster team 


| worked in 


Plays Out of Town 


Sacobowsky and Colonel 


New Haven, Jan. 27. 
Guild Cin association with 
Stoirk pradmetion of Conver bs eran 
Werfel in three nets seenes?) feature 
Louis Calhern, Annabella, © 
I. Kdward Rrombere Stuged bw Blin Kae 
win, Designed by Stewart Chaney, 
and Ivries, Pant Rowles: costumes super 
vised by imeline Roche; production under 


Langner and Ther- 
Shubert, New 
top 


supervision of Lawrence 
esa Helburn Opened it 
Haven, Jan, 27, "#4: 


Young Girl..... ‘ Louise 
Sleeping Shopkeeper. ...... 
Tragic Gentleman... Herbert Yost 
Madame Hilda Vaughn 
Salomon tarry Dav 

Szabuniew lez ed. Brouberg 
S. L. Jacobowsky....... ..Osear Karlweis 


Air Raid) Warden Philip Collier 


Colonel Stjerbins) Lauis Calhern 
Monsieur Serouilile......... Donald Cameron 
Annabella 
Street Singer........ e Vaughn George 
birat rank Overton 
Gestapo Official... cceces Hinrold Vewmilyea 
Don 
“nd German Soldier............ Hole Merritt 
Pane thurty Davis 
The Dice MPlayer Philip Coolidge 
The Immortal...i.. Cameron 
Cammissaire.......-  Willinm Sanders 
ist French Soldier. Burton ‘Tripp 
tnd French Soldier........ 


With two-thirds of a play already 
under its belt, and some six weeks 
of road work before a metropolitan 
debut, “Jacobowsky” should eventu- 
ally crash Broadway with a bang 
that will have crix working the “hit” 
keys of their typewriters overtime. 
It is now a very entertaining show, 
and when it reaches full develop- 
ment it should take a place among: 
the season's topflight attractions. As 
to film chances, this one should bring 
a handsome sum from some Ho!ly- 
wood exchequer. 

Although Franz Werfel is listed as 
sole author at the moment, there will 
probably be a change in this credit 
angle before long, as S. N. Behrman 
is doing yeoman duty in whipping 
the play into a lighter, more enter- 
taining vein than it is said to have 
had in some of its formative stages. 
Clifford Odets was in on the script- 
ing end, too, and has added some 
good material. Understood, however, 
that Werfel’s basic concept has been 
pretty faithfully adhered to. 

The one-third of the play that does 


not match the balance is the last 
stanza, which scems a bit ponderous 
in comparison with the two more 


humorous acts that have preceded it. 
It is this third act that contains the 


play’s dramatic punch, which is 
played straight. Up to this point, 


action and dialog have been handled 
with a subtlety that carries near- 
tragedy along with an undercurrent 
of comedy. Whether the dramatic 
change of pace is advisable, or 
whether the lighter vein should be 
continued throughout, is a question 
that will determine whether the play 
is a solid click or just good diversion. 


Story concerns the flight from 
Paris just before the Germans ar- 
rived and tells of a Polish refugee 


(Jacobowsky ) tieing in with a Polish 
colonel who is on his way to pick 
up his French sweetheart in the 
hinterland before hopping to Eng- 
land to join the government-in-exile. 
Crosscountry jaunt of the trio, plus 
the colonel’s orderly, makes for 
amusing dialog and incidents al- 


iil- | though, fundamentally, the situations 
osophies, its pertinence to a period | 


are anvthing but humorous. Writers 
have done a noteworthy job in con- 
veying a sober picture that is punc- 
tuated liberally with hearty laughs. 


| The eternal wandering, or “‘fluctuat- 


ing,” 


of the Jew is pictured, but not 
in a 


tear-jerking manner. Jacob- 
owsky takes it all as a matter of 
course. The awakening of the aris- 
tocracy (the Polish colonel) to the 
lot of the common man also is 
briefly. Several bits of 
poignant philosophy leave their mark 
and, in toto, script covers a lot of 
territory. 

Louis Calhern and Oscar Karlweis 
share the-play’s title and its acting 
honors. Presenting two entirely dif- 
ferent types. each gives a grade-A 
interpretation. Of the two, Calhern 
draws the more transitorial assign- 
ment as he passes from the super- 
cilious soldier who always acts on 
impulse to the man who becomes 


{confused when he starts to “think.” 


has peopled this drama (which Chek- | 


hov, for an obscure reason, called 
a comedy) with performers who con- 
sistently emphasize that here is a 
dramatic work that can well afford 
it being called an actor’s holiday. 
Thus does it remain in the true 
Sian tradition, pre-Soviet, ot 


the 


i character being the thing instead of 


headed amour. York. He promptly gets plastered. 

There are some peppery words) Jackie, who has loved the lad since 
flung around here and there but such! She helped him in mathematics in 
stuff isn’t strange on the musical | SChool, goes off with the lad after | 
comedy stage. Policy and numbers} She had threatened to “neck in the 
slips sold by kids is authentic, fa-| DUde.” if necessary, after hearing 
miliar to anyone who has visited! her parents battle because ot her 
Latin American countries. Some! tailure in the beaux department 
placid interludes mostly come in the Town's roadhouse is raided, cops'| 
first act because of too much bari-| ding Jackie and Warren in a bed 
toning, but the second act steps up) UPStairs. Then the fun starts, with 
smartly. the laughs piling up. 

Cole Porter numbers may not be|  !t requires delicate handling when 
so outstanding as in some of his! OMe sister asks the other what the| 
other scores but there are several hit) !'st time with a sweetheart is like 
tunes. Miss Havoc scores with! Ut that interlude is very well writ- 
“Abracadabra” and spices it with ten and handled. As the story is} 
some wiggles. Evans, making his| tied down, it turns out that the er- 
first appearance in straight musical} "8 Couple had been hastily wed 
comedy, coming from the concert! 424 there was no actual indiscretion 


and operetta field, handles the show's; 4 yway. 

best melody, “I Love You.” First Walter N. Greaza, who is assis- 
rendition of that number comes too, tant executive secretary of Equity 
close after “Good Will Movement.” | the fast-thinking attorney-iather. 
also by Evans. Brunet Corinna! He’s a crack trouper in this play, 
Mura, also new to Broadway, is the, COPS the best laugh score and reg- 


show's prima donna, scoring with | isters his best performance in many 
“Sing Me, Guitar” and also with} Seasons. Fred Irving Lewis, as the 
“Carlotta.” Trio number kte in the; father of the boy in the case, gets 


show seems overemphasized, it being | some giggle-rousers, too, and it's 
“Count Your Blessings,” delivered! 4 tossup as to the most solid guflaw. 
by Clark, Givot and Miss Havoe.| In this smartly chosen cast Sunnie 
They encored with choruses with| O’Dea takes the spotlight for a time 
supposedly _ humorous. lines of the! among the younger element as Joy, 


the play. 

Miss Le Gallienne has done “Or- 
chard” before. She lends the part of 
Lyubov Andreyevna, the owner of 
the cherry orchard. a quiet, simple 
grace that distinguishes her per- 
formance throughout. Schildkraut. 
as the rather simple-minded brother, 
is none the less excellent. and there 


are also fine portrayals by Stefan 
Schnabel, Carl Benton Reid, Kath- 
erine Emery, Rex O'Malley, A. G. 


Andrews and Eduard Franz. 

Miss Le Galhenne is billed as co- 
director with Miss Webster, and the 
adaptation from the * Russian has 
been made by Irina Skaviatina. The 
single setting by Motley, the Andrey- 
evna living room, is properly at- 
mospheric. Kahn. 


and then back again to the 
action ‘(though somewhat humbled). 
Each step of his role’is portrayed 
with excellence. The Karlweis part 
is plaved on a more even keel but 
he never lets the characterization be- 
come monotonous and he gives to it 
an appeal that registers heavily. 
In ‘the feminine lead. Annabella 
gives a performance that should 
boost her acting stock several points. 
She brings to the role of Marianne 
a sincerity and warmth that blend 


| nicely with the two extremes por- 
traved by Jacobowsky and the col- 


onel. J. Edward Bromberg adds a 
consistently good comedy touch as 
the colonel’s Man Friday. Gogd sup- 
port in secondary roles is given by 
Herbert Yost, Hilda Vaughn. Coby 
Ruskin, E. G. Marshall and Harold 
Vermilyea. Philip Coolidge, Kitty 
Mattern and Donald Cameron are 
okay in minor parts. 

A countryside setting is standout 
in a nicely designed production. Mu- 
sie contributes to atmospheric back- 


ground. Elia Kazan's staging has 

skillfully moulded fhe whole into 

what shapes up as good theatre. 
Bone. 


man of | 


Vineent Youmans’ 
Ballet Revue 


Baltimore, Jan, 27. 


more, Jan. 27, 


Merchant, Hy. Dolph Swing. 
Puppet voices: Hall Shelton, Mason 
Adams, Deems Taylor, 
Massine’s Corps de Ballet 
Kathryn Lee, Alexander lolas, Ivan Kirov, 
Katia Geleznova, dean Guetis, 
Monica Lind; Consemblers Nina 
ducquelin Cezanne, Keller, 


(Principals) 


lrenkin, 
Lee 
Pasch, Carol Perey, 
Theodora Roosevelt, 
Soma, Nikolas 
George Chaffee, 


Galina Razoutiova, 
Mdwina Seaver, Rickey 
Rerezoff, Ivan 
Hlarold Haskin, Viadiniir 


Parker Wilson, Jane Wiser 

Van Grona’s Dancers: (Principals) Diana 
tary, Toni and Mimi Worth, Otte Garcia, 
Duleina Garcia, Mrieda Doyva, Herbert Ross; 


(ensemble) Aza Tard, Bilder, Trene 
honney, Betts Clary, Mranktlin, 
Phyllis Gehrig, Saida Gerrard, Betty 
lingsworth, Marian Lawrence, Sonia Lire 
vVanskayva, Liev, Louise Sehmid, More 
rest BRonshire, Alfred The Moelli, John Koe 
pera, Joe Viggiane, John Ward, Renald 
Verne 


A bundle of coin has been put into 
this one, billed as “a new form of en- 
tertainment.” Caught in a four-hour 
preem here in an auditorium usually 
given over to symphonic and spec- 
tacular concertizing, it reveals itself 
as an incoherent melange otf ballet, 
solo vocals, marionet show and or- 
chestral holiday. A confused con- 
tinuity of plot and a running com- 
mentary enacted and mouthed to 
amplified voices by marionets drag 
out the action interminably, On the 
credit side is some fine ballet stulf 
and a tuneful musical score by Er- 
nesto Lecuona, Cuban composer of 
“Siboney.” 

It all staris with a scene on Long 
Island, where one George Spelvin 
has holed up in suburban content- 
ment to make the best of an unhappy 
marriage and an inward hunger for 


| real beauty. He falls asleep and 
dreams that he and the people in his 
life are puppets. The rest of the 


four-hour stretch is supposed to be 
what happens his sleep. It 
| shouldn’t happen to a dog! 

| The trite plot and impossible dia- 
log are credited to Eric Hatch, from 
films. He's way off the beam. Even 
the lines he gives to the puppet that’s 
supposed to be himself don’t sound 
right. Also appearing as dolls with 
something to say are Wolcott Gibbs, 
New Yorker drama reviewer: Vin- 
cent Youmans and Orson Welles. 
Deems Taylor, who appears as a 
puppet conferencier, lends his re- 
corded voice for typical intros to the 
ballets and musical portions. ¢Since 
the opening, Taylor’s recorded voice 
has been withdrawn, among other 
changes in the show.) 

Two ballets in the classic style are 
staged by Leonide Massine and they 
are beautifully projected. “Antar,” 
with music from Rimsky-Korsakof?'s 


second symphony, features’ Ivan 
Kirov and Kata Geleznova to go 
over. A revival of the Russian Bal- 


let’s version of “Daphnis and Chloe.” 


| . 

'to music by Ravel, has Alexander 
lolas and Kathryn Lee in the solo 
portions, and they provide a high- 


light. Another Massine effort is the’ 
“Rowlandson Comic Ballet.” based 
on a caricature of “The Unfortunate 
Painter” by the 18th century comic 
artist. Thomas Rowlandson. Givena 
lilting musical background by Lecu- 
ona, it provides a dancer's holiday 
for David Ahdar, Monica Lind, Jean 
Guelis and the supporting ensemble 


in colorful groupings swift 
movement. 
There are three more ballets 


staged by Eugene Van Grona in his 


typically modernistic groove and 
they provide good contrast to the 
rest of the hoofery involved. All of 


these have been provided music by 
Lecuona, and they take on considecr- 
able flash and color. Standouts in 
“Zambra Gitana,” “Rapsodia Negra 


and “Rhumba Ballet” are Toni and . 
Mimi Worth and Diana Gary. The 
rhumba number provides the finale 
of the show and enlists both Mes- 


sine’s and Van Grona’s aggregation 
in a flashy blowoff 


In between the plethora of ballet 


are some vocal interludes. Nestor 
2 
| Chayres, Mexican tenor with good 


vocal equipment, gives out with Pan- 
Americano vocals and was well re- 
(Continued on page 47) 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Plans for Tomorrow’—Richard 
Myers. 

“Allah Be Praised” — Alfred 
Bloomingdale. 

“Follow the Girls’—David J. 
Wolper. 

“Thank You Sveboda”-— Milton 
Baron. 

“Take It As It Comes’—Armin 


L. Robinson. 
“Right Next to Broadway”—Paul 
K. Paley. 


t 


Vincent Youmans produc 

twe acts; dialog written and directed 

tlateh; music, 
Maurice Ravel, Ernesto Leeuona: ly 
Marla Shelton and Gladys Shelly: 
staged by Leonide Massine and Mugcene \ n 
Grona; settings, Woodman Thompson: cose 
tumes, Jolin N. Booth, Jie mmsie direeia- 
Max Gobermaun; at Lyrie theatre, 


Cast: Glenn Anders, Jane Middleton. dung 
MacLaren, Nestor Chayres, Olga Coelho, 
histher Borja. 

rank Paris’ puppeleers Bias de Huff, 
Ted Tiller, Lee Carney, Davis. 
Choristers: Ruth Miemont, Josey 4 
Cosenza, Helen Soule, Radnor tlowell, bose 
ter German, Mildred Kreuder, Jobe ive 


terbur, Jeanne Mikuta, Recia Orkina, Chive 


Nijinsky, Andrew Ratoushetl, Ricardo Supe 
roga, Andor Silva, Sviatoshas Tourmine, 


po 
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Chi Holds Strong; “Sons” Leads. 
At $45,000, “Kiss” 176, “Okla.” 306 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 


Business continued good at all 
spots last week without benefit of 
conventioneers and transients. “Sons 
O’ Fun” topped everything again 
with $45,000. Chic Johnson has left 
the cast and gone to California for 
a rest before starting on his film 
contract and has been replaced by 
Steve Olsen, brother of Ole Olsen. 
“Oklahoma” still sold out at the 
Erlanger with $30,000. Others all 
held their own. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,” Blackstone 


(94th week) (1,200; $2.75). Off a 
- little and reported touring next 
month; $12,000. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (38th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Holding around 
$17,000. 


“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (11th week) 
(1.400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

“3 Is A Family,” Civic (5th week) 
(900; $2.75). Doing nicely at $9,500. 

“Sons O’ Fun,” Civic Opera House 
(4th week). Still hitting high with 
$45,000. 

“Tomorrow the World,” 
(12th week) (1,000; $2.75). 
close to $15,000. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 
Northern (10th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Settled down to near $10,000, 


Philly; 
“Tropical,” 206 


Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 

Another red-hot week's sock viz 
was rung up by Philly’s legit houses 
during the six days ending Saturday 
night (29), and all indications point 
to a complete repetition this week 
with maybe a slight gain. 

“Something for the Boys,” play- 
ing its third week at the Forrest, was 
again the leader with a few hundred 
shy of $33,000. The two extra weeks 
booked here for this Mike Todd mu- 
sical are almost certain to find vir- 
tually capacity biz, which show has 
been getting ever since first three or 
four days of local engagement. 

Real surprise of last week, how- 
ever, was “Tropical Revue,” which 
zoomed through to estimated $20,200 
in first of two sessions at Locust. 
There was no censorship as in Bos- 
ton, but several local crix gave the 
show great b.o. notices by comment- 
ing on and accentuating torrid sexy 
features. Result was a steady build- 
up except for matinees, which were 
decidedly off—only weakness in the 
revue’s record. Some word-of- 
mouth not so favorable with objec- 
tions to the highbrow nature of 
parts of the show being voiced, but 
hints and reports of uninhibited 
dance gyrations and scanty costumes 
offset that factor. 

“Doughgirls” went over $12,000 in 
its fifth stanza at the Walnut and 
should come close to that mark in 
this, its sixth and final session. The 
house will be dark next week. 


“JACOBOWSKY” STRONG 
$8,600 IN N. H. BOW 


New Haven, Feb. 1. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
drew nice notices and business in 
preem at Shubert last weekend (28- 
29). At $2.75 top, four shows 
brought approximately $8,600. 

Current is full week of ‘“‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose.” Next week, last half, 
gets Katherine Dunham's “Tropi- 
cal Revue” (10-12). 


YOUMANS REVUE POOR 
$8,000 IN BALTO TRYOUT 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

“The Student Prince” made an oft- 
repeated stop at Ford's here last 
week, and where it grossed a meagre 
$7,500 on its last visit, this time 
chalked up an amazing $22,000. 

Also in last week was the preem 
of Vincent Youmans’ Ballet Revue, 
which opened a three-day stand at 
the Lyric Thursday (27). Given a 
severe goingover by the local crix, 
the overlong and rather confused ef- 
fort claimed a meagre figure less 
than $8,000. 
. Quick repeat of “Porgy and Bess” 
1S current at Ford's. 


“Porgy” Hot $13,500 
In 4 Shows at Cincy 


a Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 

Porgy and Bess” fetched a hotsy 
estimated $13,500 on four perform- 
ances in the last half of last week 
at the 2,500-seat Taft. Top was $2.75. 
When here previously, for a week in 
October, 1942, the show grossed 
$24.000. 

Town is sans legit until week of 
Feb. 14, when “Kiss and Tell” plays 
the Cox at $2.75 top. 


Selwyn 
Sticking 


Hampden-“Patriots” 
Nifty $17,500, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

“The Patriots” really got going 
last week at the Nixon after meet- 
ing with varying degrees of success 
on the road, and ran up the best 
gross of its tour so far. N.Y. Critics 
Circle prize play banged out swell 
$17,500 at $2.75 top, getting some 
help from subscription sales. 

However, another recent Play- 
wrights attraction, “Storm Opera- 
tion,’ had the season subscribers in 
its corner, too, and only did $6,500, so 
“Patriots can claim plenty on its 
own, 


Rosalinda’ 206 
In Hub Opening 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

Two one-week standers came and 
went last week, “Decision” (origi- 
nally set for fortnight) doing fine at 
the Wilbur and “House in Paris” 
NSG at the Plymouth. “Rosalinda,’ 
however, was, and still is, wow at 
the Shubert and evidently set for a 
four to six-week stay, with the Gil- 
bert and Sullivan company doing 
very well at the Opera House. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Guild show, got off to a big start 
Monday (31) at the Plymouth, and 
“Family Carnovsky,” Yiddish play, 
ditto at the Copley on Tuesday (1). 
Not much in sight at the moment. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Decision,” Wilbur (1,300; $2.75). 
Caught good notices and clicked for 
estimated $14,500, nearly top. Moved 
out for B’way although announced 
for fortnight here. House dark this 
week, 

Gilbert and Sullivan Company, 
Opera House (3,500; $2.75). Always 
cordially received here on repertory; 
fine estimated $17,000, first week. 

“House in Paris,” Plymouth (1,424; 
$2.75). Ludmilla Pitoeff well re- 
ceived but play nixed; mediocre 
$7,000 estimated. “Jacobowsky and 
the Colonel,” Guild show, here now. 

“Rosalinda,” Shubert (1,500; $2.75). 
Keenly anticipated and nearly went 
clean prior to opening for whole two 
weeks, which means close to $20,000 
at scale. Engagement extended two 
weeks, and possibly four, for a total 
of six. 


“DOUGHGIRLS” $12,000 
IN WEEK AT TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 1. 

“Doughgirls” grossed disappointing 
$12,000 last week with most of the 
take coming in at the latter end of 
the week. Saturday’s two  per- 
formances were both sellouts at 
Royal Alexandra, 1,525 seater being 
scaled at $2.50 top. 

Show could have held over on 
word of mouth but for the advance 
of the Ice Follies, which started 
Monday (31> at Maple Leaf Gardens 
and is practically sold out for the 
five-night engagement. “Doughgirls” 
was nice enough but not up to the 
management's expectations. 


“Jr. Miss” Good 126 L.A., 
“Hot” 146, “Abie” Back 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Legit locally continues normal 
with one newcomer for the week. 
Bowing in Sunday (30) was “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” at the Belasco. “Junior 
Miss,” in its second stand at the 
Biltmore, grabbed excellent $12,000 
for its first week and will do better 
current seven days. “Sweet ’n’ Hot,” 
all-colored revue at the Mayan, drew 
good press and has smoothed out 
first-week kinks. Initial stanza, end- 
ing tonight (Tues.), looks good for 
estimated $14,000 . 

There is no letup for Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts of 1944” at the El 
Capitan in Hollywood, now playing 
its 84th week after getting $14,500 
last week. “Yours For Fun” at the 
Music Box is going for another 
$10,000 on the 14th week after same 
last week. “New Meet the People” 
at the Assistance League is rolling 
along with average $3,000 for the 
27th week. 


“Road” 14!4Gs, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 1. 

“Tobacco Road” wound up its 10th 
and last local engagement at the 
American theatre Saturday (29), and 
the Jack Kirkland Georgia saga 
bagged a swell $14,506 for nine per- 
formances. 

James Dobson, heading a New 
York cast in “The Aldrich Family,” 
opened a one-week stand at the 
American Sunday (30). Advance 


“CURTAIN TIME” SOCK 
$19,000 IN GTH, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

“Curtain Time,” nearing its close 
in San Francisco, topped its next- 
door competition by two grand last 
week despite the fact that the com- 
petition starred Ethel Barrymore 
“Corn is Green.’ Both theatres 
switched attractions this week. 

“Curtain Time” (Curran) pulled 
bulging $19,000 for its sixth week. 
“Corn” (Geary) did a good $17,000. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 2-12) 


“Abie’s Irish Rose”.-—Shubert, New 
Haven (2-5); Locust Street, Philadel- 
phia (6-12). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Be- 
lasco, Los Angeles (2-12). 

“Aldrich Family” (“What a Life”) 
—American, St. Louis (2-5). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Aud., Memphis (2); Ryman Aud., 
Nashville (3); Temple, Birmingham 
(5); Municipal Auditorium, New Or- 
leans (7-8); Lanier Auditorium, 
Montgomery, Ala. (10); Erlanger, At- 
lanta (11-12). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (2-12). 

“Blithe Spirit’—Aud., Denver (2- 
3); Capitol, Salt Lake City (5); Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, Cal. (6-12). 

“Blossom Time” (lst Co.)—Hart- 
man, Columbus (2); English, Indian- 
apolis (3-5); Davidson, Milwaukee 


(6-12). 
“Blossom Time” (2d Co.—Lyric, 
Richmond (2); Academy of Music, 


Roanoke, Va. (3); Municip. Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (4); Mem. Aud., 
Louisville (5); Victory, Dayton, Ohio 
(7); Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (8); 
Ryman Auditorium, Nashville (9); 
Bijou, Knoxville (10); Memorial Au- 
ditorium, Chattanooga (11); Temple, 
Birmingham (12), 

“Corn Is Green’ ~—Geary, San 
Francisco (2-5); Civic Auditorium, 
San Jose, Cal. (7); Auditorium, Oak- 
land, Cal. (8); Senior High School 
Auditorium, Sacramento (9); College 
of the Pacific University, Stockton, 
Cal. (10); Civic Auditorium, Fresno, 
Cal. (11); Municipal Auditorium, 
Long Beach (12). 

“Curtain Time” (vaude)—Curran, 
San Francisco (2-12). 

“Decision”— Wilbur, Boston (2-5). 

“Doughgirls”’ (2d Co.)—Shea’s, 
Jamestown, N. Y. (2); Colonial, Ak- 
ron (3); Park, Youngstown (4-5); 
Cass, Detroit (6-12). 

*‘Moughgirls” (3d Co.) — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (2-5); Rochester, N. Y. 
(7-8); Schenectady, N. Y. (9); Bush- 
nell Auditorium, Hartford, Conn. 
(10-12). 

“Fiesta”—Royal Alexandra (2-5); 
Boston Opera House, Boston (6-12). 

“Janie”—Shubert Lafayette, De- 
troit (2-12). 

Gilbert and Sullivan—Boston Opera 
House, Boston (2-5); Bushnell Audi- 
torium, Hartford, Conn. (7-8); Metro- 
politan, Providence, R. I. (9-10). 

“Good Night, Ladies”—Blackstone, 
Chicago (2-12). 

“Icecapades”—Uline Arena, Wash- 
ington (2-3); Arena, New Haven (4- 
12). 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel’— 
Plymouth, Boston (2-12). 

“Janie”’—Shubert Lafayette, De- 
troit (6-12). 

“Junior Miss’”—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (2-5); Civic Auditorium, Pasa- 


dena (7); Orpheum. Phoenix (9); 
Rialto, Tucson (10); Plaza, El Paso 
(11). 


“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (2-12). 

“Kiss and Tell 
Pittsburgh (2-12). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—White, 
Fresno, Cal. (2); Senior High School, 
Sacramento (3); Aud., Oakland (4-5): 
Civic Auditorium, San Jose (6); 
Portland, Oregon (8-11). 

“Tropical Revue”’— High School 
Auditorium, New Britain, Conn. (8); 
Memorial Auditorium, Worcester, 
Mass. (9); Shubert, New Haven (10- 
12), 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.)—Cass, 
Detroit (2-5); Ford’s, Baltimore (6- 

“Oklahoma” 
Chicago (2-12). 

“Patriots’—Hanna, Cleveland (2- 
5); Hartman, Columbus, Ohio (7-9); 
English, Indianapolis (10-12). 

“Porgy and Bess’—Ford’s, Balti- 
more (2-5). 

“Rosalinda”—Shubert, Boston (2- 
12). 

“Something for the Boys”—-For- 
rest,-Philadelphia (2-12). 

“Sons o’ Fun”—Civic Opera House, 
Chicago (2-12). 

“Student Prince”—National, Wash- 
ington (2-12). 

“Tobacco Road”—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(2-5); Royal Alexandra, Toronto (6- 
12). 

“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 


(3d Co.)—Nixon, 


(2d Co.)—Erlanger, 


points to a profitable engagement. , Selwyn, Chicago (2-12). 


Big; “Hayride” Boff, May Lead 


List, Can Do $47,000; “Orchard” Fine 
166 in Ist 7, “Wallflower” OK 8Gin 5 


January finaled' strongly on 
Broadway with the fourth week even 
better than the third. Indications are 
that business will hold up to similar 
proportions until Washington’s 
Birthday. 

Four new arrivals last week, three 
of which loom as winners. ‘“Mexi- 
can Hayride” premiered late in the 
week and is indicated to be a candi- 
date for high gross honors with the 
aid of its $5.50 top throughout the 
week. “The Cherry Orchard” started 
promisingly, too, and “Wallflower” 
should do well enough. “The Duke 
in Darkness” is doubtful. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Connecticut Yankee,” Beck 
(1lth week) (M-1,214: $4.40). Moved 
forward a bit and registered around 
$22,000; not selling out but drawing 
substantially. 

“Angel Street,” Golden (112th 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Also picked 
up, with claimed gross around $11,- 
000; long-run meller doing better 
than a year ago. 

“Arsenie and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(160th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Sun- 
day performances upped pace, as ex- 
pected, and gross approached $12,000. 


“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (9th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Tipped the 
beam at $45,000; has been the gross 
leader, with “Mexican Hayride” now 
the contender. 


“Decision,” Belasco  (D-1,097; 
$3.30). Presented by Edward Choate; 
written by Edward Chodorov; at- 
tracted attention out of town; opens 
tonight (2). 


“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (33d 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Making a 
run of it and engagement indefinite; 
around $24,000. 


“Harriet,” Miller (40th week) (D- 
940; $3.30). Has completed ninth 
month with business still quite 
profitable though not capacity; pace 
rated over $14,000. 


“Jackpot” Alvin (2d week) (M-l,- 
327; $4.40). Approximated $29,500; 
had four parties last week; none this 
week; getting $5.50 top on Saturday 
nights; so far excellent draw. 


“Janie,” Mansfield (72d week) (C- 
1,001; $2.20). Has played nearly year 
and a half and still earning some 
weekly net; rated around $7,000, and 
stay indefinite. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (45th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). One of last 
season’s favorites, still well up in big 
money; quoted around $16,000 and 
should last into another summer. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (218th 
week) (D-1,082; $3.30). Spurted last 
week when gross was quoted over 
$15,800; best money in some time for 
run leader. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(9th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Slightly 
under previous week but great 
money at $22,000; only straight show 
getting more is “Othello.” 

“Mexican Hayride,’ Winter Gar- 
den (M-1,523; $5.50). Opened Friday 
(28) and drew fine press; enormous 
advance sale reported; can approxi- 
mate $47,000 at scale. 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (44th 
week) (M-1,520; $4.40). Agencies 
have installed special cabinets for 
advance orders and tickets for the 
sock shows, but mostly devoted to 
this one; sells out all times; $30,600. 

“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(17th week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Ca- 
pacity here about $1,000 less than at 
Imperial; that’s only change in new 
spot; $34,500; capacity plus standees. 

“Over 21,” Music Box (4th week) 
(C-1,001; $3.30). One of winter’s good 
things; capacity right along for laugh 
show, which grosses $19,500 with 
standees. 

“Peepshow,” Fulton (C-948; $3.30). 
Presented by Ernest Pascal and Sam- 
uel Bronson; written by Pascal; 
varied reports out of town; opens 
Thursday (3). 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (4th 
week) (CD-996; $3.30). Doing better 
than first indicated and draw cred- 
ited to ZaSu Pitts; claimed to have 
topped $}3,000. 

“Suds in Your Eye,” Forrest (3d 
week) (C-1,060; $3.30). Curious com- 
edy, based on funny book, doing fair- 
ly well; claimed to have climbed to 
around $11,000. ‘ 

“Stars on Ice,” Center (78th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Sonja 
Henie skating show at Madison 
Square Garden at $4.40 has not af- 


fected this pop-priced ice revue; 
over $25,000 indicated. 
“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (57th 


week) (C-997; $3.30). Selling out all 
performances, remarkable for com- 
edy in second winter; again close to 
$17,000. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Moros- 
co (8th week) (CD-995; $3.85). Stand- 
out; three-person play getting as 
much coin as some musicals, with 
gross quoted close to $22,000. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore 
(42d week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Another 
stayer that stepped up in pace last 


week and was quoted getting over 
$17.000. 

“The Duke in Darkness,” Play- 
house (2d week) (D-865; $3.30). Indi- 
cated chances doubtful; claimed to 
have bettered $6,500 first week. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,”’ Booth 
(26th week) (R-712; $3.30). Has 
passed half-year mark and going as 
strong as ever, with capacity claimed 
again last week; $14,500. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (38th 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Holds profit- 
able pace and aimed through spring; 
takings last week quoted over $10,000 
again. 

“Wallfiower,” Cort (lst week) (D- 
1,064; $3.30). Opened Wednesday 
(26) last week; got divided press but 
half the notices highly favorable; 
around $8,000 in first five times. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (11th 
week) (D-1,509; $4.40). Engagement 
announced to continue until June 1 
instead of early March, as first re- 
ported; cleanup continues with gross 
of $37,000 among Broadway’s very 
best. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,’ Imperial (44th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.40). Recently 
climbed back into big money; moved 
from Winter Garden last week, ca- 
pacity being less here and sold out; 
quoted at $35,500. 

REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic (26th 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). Should last 
out season; was one of the first 
money shows among summer crop; 
rated around $26,500. 

“Othello,” Shubert (14th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.30). Making run record 
for heavy Shakespearean work that 
may not be topped for many years; 
approaches $24,000 weekly. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(D-1,154; $3.30). Drew friendly and 
favorable press, with takings of 
$16,000 first seven times indicative of 


run. 
EXTRA 


“Hollywood Ice Revue,” Madison 
Sq. Garden. Winds up Friday (4); 
longest stay for Sonja Henie here; 
suspended over weekend because of 
fight and hockey dates, 


“KISS” HOT $22,500 
IN 2D WK. AT WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

“Kiss and Tell,” on its last eight 
performances at the National theatre, 
collected $22,500 last week. Comedy, 
which did $43,500 in two weeks, is 
talking of coming back to Washing- 
ton for a summer run, 

“Student Prince” bowed in Sunday 
night (30) with a $14,000 advance 
sale. Will be followed by “Life with 
Father,’ which has already accumu- 
lated a mountain of mail orders. 

“Ice-Capades of 1944,” the only ice 
show to hit Washington this season, 
rolled up $115,000 on its 10-day en- 
gagement. An extra matinee was in- 
serted Wednesday (2) to take care of 
unfilled orders. The War Bond rally 
sponsored jointly by Variety Club 
and radio station WRC was held 
Saturday afternoon. It succeeded in 
selling $2,000,000 of the Fourth Loan 
securities. Equitable Life Insurance 
Co. bought the $1,000,000 chair and 
had 170 wounded soldiers as its 
guests at the ice show. 


“Blossom Time” 2336 


In 2d Detroit Week 


Detroit, Feb. 1. 

“Blossom Time” wound up its two- 
week stay at the Cass theatre here 
by tucking in $23,500 for the second 
session to bring the gross for its 
| 20th dip into Detroit to $45,000. It 
| was followed in Sunday by “Life 
| With Father,” the Harry Bannister- 
| June Walker company set in for a 
week, to be followed Feb. 6 by “The 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Doughgirls.” 

Dark for a few days after the 
departure of “The Aldrich Family,” 
the Lafayette relit Friday with 
“Janie,” set in at the house’s pop- 
ular-price policy with a $1.65 top. 
The Wilson theatre also remains 
lighted, with “Maid in the Ozarks” 
in its fifth week. 


“Spirit” Neat $12,000 
In 4 at Kansas City 


Kansas City, Feb. 1. 

Four performances of “Blithe 
Spirit” grossed estimated neat $12,000 
at Music Hall of Municipal Audi- 
torium here Jan. 27-29, 

Cast, headed by Peggy Wood and 
Clifton Webb, drew okay notices. 
House scaled at $2.80 top. 


“Spirit” 4G, Omaha 
Omaha, Feb. 1. 
“Blithe Spirit,” with Clifton Webb, 
Peggy Wood and Haila Stoddard, 
sold out at the 2,000-seat Omaha 
Wednesday (26) at 2.75 top for esti- 
mated $4,000. 
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MILDRED HOLLAND 


Mildred Holland. 67, retired legit 


actress and widow of Edward C.; 
White. legit manager, died Jan, 27 
in New York 


Miss Holland was born in Chicago. 
and made her first stage appearance 
in Hanlon’s “Superba.” and early in 
her career was a member of Augus- 
tin Daly’s company, later playing in 
“Paul Kauvar,” and at the Garrick 
theatre in “The Sins of the Fathers.” 


About the turn of the century Miss 
Holland starred on tour in “The 
Two Little Vagranits” and achived 
popularity in “The Power Behind} 
the Throne.” “The Triumph of an 
Empress.” “One Short Hour,” 


“Sapho,” “The Lily and the Prince.” 
“The Lady of Lyons.” and “A Para-| 
dise of Lies.” | 
After her retirement from the | 
stage she became a dramatic teacher, | 
conducting a studio in the Metropol- 
jtan Opera House Apartments. N. Y.,| 
where she lived for many years. 
She is survived by a son. 


JEAN GIRAUDOUX 


Jean Giraudoux, 62, French play- 
wright and diplomat, died in Paris | 
Jan. 31. 


gained a reputa- 
He later turned to 


Giraudoux first 
tion as a novelist. 
writing plays. 
duction, “Siegfried,” 


His first stage pro-| 
was produced in| 
partner 
J. A. PARTINGTON | 


In memory of 


our good 


friend Jack Partington. 


Dazian’s, Ine. 


| 


1928 and presented in the U. S. by | 
Eva Le Gallienne in 1930; it was a' 
flop. A year later, he wrote “Am- | 
phitryon 38,” which was produced in| 
the U. S, in 1937 with Alfred Lunt | 
and Lynn Fontanne. S. N. Behrman | 
was responsible for the play’s suc- | 
cessful adaptation. 

Giraudoux had been Secretary of 
Information during the early days of 
the present war, and since the Ger- | 
man occupation had evidently found 
a means for getting along with them | 
since his latest play, “Sodom and| 
Gomorrah,” was produced in Paris | 
only a few weeks ago. 


i 


EVELYN GELLER 


Evelyn Geller, 30, legit actress, ! 
was killed Jan. 26 when her ear,! 


which she was driving, went hay-| 
wire and crashed into a building at; 
85th street and Central Park West, | 
N. Y. Nobody saw the accident. She 
was identified through papers in her} 
purse. 

Miss Geller, daughter of Andrew | 
Geller, shoe merchant, figured | 
prominently in the news some years 
ago when embarked upon 


she a| 


stage career in a play titled “Mendel,| former comedian and singer with! daughter, 

Neil O’Brien and Lew Dockstader | Father is one of Jack Benny's radio 

pear in pink scanties, which aroused! Minstrel shows, and at one time; writers. 

show, | 
| Jan. 16, Seattle. 

compieted a| 


Inc.” Her role required her to ap-| 
the ire of her wealthy father. | 

Miss Geller evidently hurdled the! 
breach and appeared in several other | 
productions, her last being in 1940 
with Eddie Dowling in “The Time of 
Your Life.” 


ROBERT VIVIAN 


Robert Vivian, 85, legit actor of 
international repute, died Jan. 31 in | 
New York. He had been an actor 
for more than half a century. 

Born in London, he made _ his 


stage debut in 1886, appearing with 
the late Maurice Barrymore in 
“Nadjesda” at the Haymarket the- 
atre. London, and later joined Sir 
Henry Irving’s company. His 


American appearance was in sup- 


port of Mary Mannering in “Glori- | 
In the ensuing | 
years he appeared in many produc- | 


ous Betsy” in 1908. 
tions of Charles Frohman. 
Belasco and others. His last appear- | 
ance on Broadway was in 1941, when | 
he appeared in “Distant City.” with | 


Gladys George. 
EDWARD A. MULLEN ! 
Edward A. Mullen, 64. veteran} 
legit press agent, succumbed to a) 
heart attack Jan. 27 in New York. | 
Mullen had been a newspaperman | 
prior to entering show business some | 
years ago. He had been general) 
press representative for Ann Nichols 
for tenure of run of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” at the Republic and Fulton! 
theatres, N. Y. After that he alter-) 
nated as press agent or company | 
manager for many other legit pro-! 
ductions, mostly on the road. 


He recently managed several 
USO-Camp Shows units and had 


been on his way to that headquar-| 
ters for a new assignment when, 


fatally stricken on the street, then 
being removed to'a hospital. 


| wire between two buildings and also 


first | 


David | 


ARTES | 


MRS. BLANCHE BIXLER 
Mrs. Blanche’ Bixler, 75. legit | 
character actress, died in Toledo, O., | 
Jan. 25, after being knocked down | 
by a bicycle rider. She spent more 
than half a centurs the stage. 
She toured with the James Waite | 
Show, played stock with Horace 
and Beulah Poynter's company, and | 
was with the Levity Players 
When husband, an old | 
stage comedian, died in 1928, Mrs. 
Bixler came to Toledo. where she 
became associated with the Little; 
Theatre Repertoire company. She} 
was on her way to a rehearsal vat; 
the time of the accident. 
FRANK WILSON McKEE 
Frank Wilson McKee, 76, com- 
poser and charter member ASCAP, | 
died Jan. 30 in Hollywood, where ! 
brief service was held a few hours | 


on 


time | 


Ler 


after his passing. 


| 
At the turn of century McKee was | 
prominent as composer of waltzes, | 
among which were “Cecile.” “Milli- 
cent,” “Lucille.” Before his retire- 
ment in 1925 he directed an orches- 
tra for many early Victor recordings. 
He leaves widow. Mabel McKee, for- 
mer concert violinist. 


GUSTAVE KARL BRANDT 


Gustave Karl Brandt, 80, retired 
tight rope walker, died Jan. 23 in 


Akron, O. His widow, who was his 
survives. He was one of 
the oldest living navy men in the 
country, having enlisted in 1885 be- 
fore taking up his acrobatic career. 

The Brandts worked outdoors on 


were tight rope walkers in an ele- 
phant act. 


WILLIAM HOWARD 


| 


| sponsors 


| week 


William Howard. 60, stage and 


; Screen actor and descendant of an} writes for radio. 


old theatrical family, died Jan. 23 
in Hollywood. His grand uncle was | 
manager of Ford’s theatre in Wash- | 
ington at the time of Lincoln's 
assassination, 

Howard's last stage appearance in 
Los Angeles was in “White Cargo.” | 
Among the last of his pictures were | 


“Diamond Jim Brady” and “Come 
and Get It.” 
GEORGE J. OUT 


George J. Out, 54, former vaude | 


' performer. died Jan. 27 in Memorial | 


hospital, Herkimer, N. Y. 
At the age of 19 Out went on the} 


vaudeville stage as a magician, fol-| 


lowing his profession until his mar-| 
miage in 1911 to Miss Lena Salsbury | 
in Oneida. He was a member of the | 
National Magicians Society and 


other organizations of the profession.| Betty Field. stage and screen actress. 


Widow survives. 


OWEN H. BLANCHARD 
Owen H. (Ollie) Blanchard, 67, 


owner of his oWn minstrel 

died last week in St. Louis. 
Bianchard recently 

tour of the USO centers in the St. 

| Louis area. 

| Two daughters, a 

| brother survive. 


sister and a 


AL RYDELL 


Al Rydell, 61, brother of Lou 


| Rydell, advertising manager of “Va- | 
riety’ died of pneumonia Jan. 24 inj 


New York. He had been connected 


| with Keith-Albee circuit for a num- 
| ber of years and later with RKO. 
; Another brother. Sam _ Rydell, 

| manager 


atre, N. Y. 
| Five brothers and a sister survive. 


ALAN J. QUINN 


| acter actor with 
Philadelphia. 

In recent years Quinn was an in- 
strument maker with the Leeds and 
Northrup Co. in that city. 

GEORGE TAYLOR 

George R. Taylor, 69, retired legit 
actor, died Jan. 26 in Hollywood. In 
his youth he played in stock com- 
panies in the east and on the Coast 
and later was associated with Earl 
Carroll’s “Vanities” in New York. 


GEORGE BARCLAY 
George Barclay, 76, veteran agent, 
died Jan. 30 in London. He married 
Kate Carney, English soubrette, 58 
years ago. > 
Survived by 

children. 


widow and _ four 


HERBERT L. STRAUB 
Herbert L. Straub, 49, 
known musician, died Jan. 27 


widely 
in De- 


; Show. 


; public gets enough of the big con- 


is| On the air, and that escapist ma- 
of the RKO Franklin the- | terial is preferred in musical form. 


Alan J. Quinn, 55, onetime char- | 
the old Lubin and}! is confined to 
| Vitagraph studios, died last week in 


troit. He came of a musical family. 


having made his first appearance 
with his six sisters in the nationally 
known Straub Sisters Orchestra. 
Straub later conducted orchestras 
in several Detroit motion picture 
houses. In 1929 he became musical 
director of the Buffalo Broadcasting | 
Corporation and organized and con- | 
ducted the Builalo Civic 


JACK WALTERS 


Jack Walters, 59, film character | 
player for 28 vears, died in Holly-| 
wood. His work was confined chiefly | 


| 

to heavy roles in westerns. | 

Charles M. Talbert, 73. who had, 

been connected with the Municipal} 

Theatre Association of St. Louis that, 

alfresco entertainment in! 

the Forest Park playhouse, died last 
in St. Louis. 


Mether of Frank Liuzzi, prexy of 


Philadelphia Local 77. American 
Federation of Musicians, died in} 
that citv Jan. 30. She was. the 


widow of Frank P. Liuzzi, a widely 
known musician. 

Roscoe E. Hacker, 51, office man- 
ager for the Film Transportation Co. 
in Des Moines, Iowa, died Jan. 15 
following a short illness. 

Mrs. Martha Ellen McLeod, 72. 
mother of Norman McLeod, Metro 
director, died Jan. 25 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 


Irma Maude Malcolm to Lt. Mur- 
ray L. Devaney, Halifax, N. S., last 
week. Bride is radio thrush: groom 
is son of Leo M. Devaney, Canadian 
sales manager for RKO-Radio, now 
with Royal Canadian Navy. 

Elaine Plaines to Bill (Bojangles) 
Robinson, Jan. 27, Columbus, O. 
Bride is dancer, known profession- 
ally as Sue Dash: groom is dancing 
star-comedian now heading his own 
unit. 

Anne V. Ray to Melvin Frank, 
Las . Vegas, Nev., Jan. 23. Bride 
groom for pictures. 

Carmen Schaffer to Pat Rooney, 
Monticello, N. Y., Jan. 29. He’s the 
veteran hoofer. 

Doris Milot to Francis De Sales, 
New York. Jan. 31. Groom is in 
“3’s a Family,” Longacre, N. Y. 

Inez James to Pvt. Joe McMichael, 
Los Angeles. Jan. 31. She's the 
composer; he’s a former member of 
the Merry Macs. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Jan. 27, Beverly Hills. Parents are 
Veloz and Yolanda, topflight dance | 
duo. It’s their second child. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Rice, daughter, 
Jan. 27, New York. Father is play- | 
wright-producer and fougder of the 
Playwrights Company; mother is 


Veloz, son, 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fender, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. Father is on 
Warners publicity staif. 

Mr. and Mrs. George 
Jan. 23 in 


Balzer, 
Hollywood. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Clark, daughter. 
Father booker for 
John Danz’'s Sterling chain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Betts, son, 
Jan. 26. Chicago. Father is featured 
singer on WGN “Singing Salesman” 


Public Prefers 


Continued from page 1 —'J} 


flict in newspapers. magdZines and 


Current best seller lists are 
pointed out to substantiate the argu- 
ment. Of 15 tunes. none is in a war 


category except, perhaps. “Victory 
Polka,” in which case the connection | 
the title. Of the 50 | 
or more melodies on the most-| 
played list there is-only one with a} 
definite war theme, Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh’s “Say a Prayer for the Boys 
Over There.” And there is none 
in immediate prospect. 
Important publishers feel that this 
war won't ever produce a wartune 
comparable to those of the last one. 


Some even go so far as to assert 
that if “Praise the Lord and Pass 
the Ammunition.” current  war’s 


most successful melody of that type, 
was to have been published today 
instead of more than a year ago it 
would not get more than passing at- 
tention. 

Aside from the warsong theme, 
the music business is currently in 
excellent shape. There are a greater 
number of heavy sellers among the 
first 15 in sales than for some time. 
As a rule there is a concentration 
of buying among only five or six 
tunes; currently there are 10 or 
more hogging the sales spotlight. 


Literati 


Crowther’s WWB Chore 
The Writers War Board, of which 
Rex Stout, novelist. is chairman, has 
asked Bosley Crowther, picture critic 
of the N. Y. Times, to take over as 


film consultant, succeeding Hobe 
Morrison, who resigned from “Va- 


riety” last week to join the Young & | 


Rubicam ad agency. Crowther will 

accept the assignment if it’s okay 

with the management of the Times. 
Film consultant job is to see all 


pictures having to do with war sub- | 
jects and to rate them according to | 


their propaganda value. The ratings 


are published jn the Board’s monthly | 


bulletin which is sent to a list of sev- 
eral thousand writers, mostly news- 
papermen. It’s a non-paying assign- 
ment. Writers War Board works in 
cooperation with the Office of War 
Information. 


Chi Trib Had Atrocity Story 

Real reason for the break in the 
Jap atrocity story last week was not 
the war bond drive, as is generally 
believed. 

Reason, according to insiders here, 
is that the Chicago Tribune had the 
yarn all worked out and was getting 
ready to throw over the traces and 
let go with both barrels on the story. 
Had the Trib cracked the story, 
there would have been an immediate 


partisan demand in Congress. to 
know. why the Government was 


holding back on this news. 

OWL had been trying to break the 
story loose for some months but was 
unsuccessful. Hence, the Chicago 
Tribune was able to do what OWI 
could not. 


Sheilah Graham Commuting 


Sheilah Graham, NANA's former 
Hollywood coluninist, is back in the 
States again after a four months’ 
stay in London to visit her husband, 
Trevor Westbrook. She's slated to 
cross the pond again in May to cover 
the “second front’ for NANA, tak- 


ing her baby, whom she left in Hol- , 


lywood, back with her. 
Miss Graham is now also writing 
for Reader's Digest. 


Fan Mags Hot; Pubs Expanding 

Hottest things in 
is of the film fan variety. So much 
so that Martin Goodman, of News- 
stand Publications, is scrapping eight 
of his pulp periodicals to use their 
paper with which to start publica- 
tion of a new one, Screen Stars. 

Hitherto, film fan mags had devel- 


mags just now 


| Oped an almost exclusive femme 
| draw. Now, however, service men 
have been buying them in tremen- 
dous numbers, mostly for pin-up 
clippings, and the publishers can| 
hardly supply the demand. 

Cire of all publications of that 


type is up considerably, or as far as! 
permit. | 


the paper situation will 
Phenomenal expansion of the com- 
paratively new Hillman pub, Movie- 
land, is indicative. Hillman has been 
suspending one of its mags after an- 
other to throw more paper into Mov- 
ieland. 

Shake-up among the Guide Maga- 
zines film fan group ascribed to de- 
sire of that firm to hop aboard the 
same gravy train. Kenneth M. 
Friede is the new publisher, with 
Dorothy Lee McEvoy, new exec edi- 
tor of Screen Guide and Stardom; 
Janet Graves, editor of Screen Guide. 
and Virginia Williams, editor of 
Stardom. New appointees expected 
to enable the Guide mags to increase 
circulation. 


$50,000 Libel Award 

In a second trial last week a jury 
in Montgomery county court, Norris- 
town, Pa., awarded $50,000 to Police 
Chief George Bausewine in his libel 
suits against Ralph Beaver Strass- 
burger, millionaire publisher of the 
Norristown Times-Herald. 

Last May a jury awarded Bause- 


wine $75,000 but the Court termed it| 


“excessive” and ordered a 
trial. The suits were based on ar- 
ticles in the Times-Herald in 1942 
which accused Bausewine, a former 
Philadelphia police official, of as- 
sociating: with racketeers. 
Bausewine claimed the articles 
were written in retaliation for his 
refusal to interfere with FBI agents 
who were investigating Strassburger. 


new 


Newsweek's Foreign Editions 


Following the lead of Time mag, 
Newsweek is to publish special edi- 
tions for Canada, Latin-Arnerica and 
Hawaii. Gets under way in a couple 
of issues. 

Edition for the country north of 
the border will be called Newsweek- 
Canada, and contain a section en- 


| titled “Canadian Week.” Latin-Amer- 
ican edition will be known as News- 
| weel-Pan-America-by-Air, and as 
iudicated will be flown to those spots. 
Plan is to make this edition avail- 
able in those areas coincidental with 
publication dates here. 


Newsweek-Hawaii, intended for 


| Pacific fighting areas, will be pockei- 
sized. Plates for it will be flown 


|from Dayton, Ohio, to Honolulu for 
printing there. 


Schubart Vice Taubman 
Mark Schubart, former drama and 
music reporter on N. Y.’s PM. and 
| lately of that paper's city staff. wil! 
join the N. Y. Times Tuesday (8) toa 
take over Howard Taubman’s duties 
in the music department of the lat- 
ter newspaper. 
Taubman has been inducted. 


CHATTER 

Dixon Wecter due East 
Cceast this month. 

Carl Schrifftgeisser the new book 
crick of Newsweek. 

Mary Rollins, editorial director of 


from the 


the Hillman women’s mags, to the 
mid-West.,on a story prowl. 

H. Allan Smith is writing a new 
book about Hollywood, with an in- 


troduction by B. G. De Sylva. 

Max Pierson back to Georgia 
after getting the green light from 
his publisher for a new novel. 

That whodunit scribbler, Kelley 
Roos, is really the callabing team of 
Audrey Kelley and William Roos, 

Paul Denis, of the N. Y. Post's 
amusement staff, has an article in 
the current Motion Pictures-Holly- 
wood mag. 

Anne Parrish, author of “Peren- 
nial Bachelor” and others is working 
on a new novel for publication by 
Harper Bros. 

Three Doubleday book 
boast 1,000,000 members in all: Lit- 
erary Guild and Dollar Book Club 
each have 400,000, Book League, 
| 200,000. 

Cecil B. Dickson, chief 
Washington bureau of the 
papers, doing a book on the 
the administration intimates of the 
President. 

Maurice Zolotow’s 
atre pieces in the Satevepost, Col- 
New Yorker and other mags, 
being assembled by Dutton for book 
publication. 

Film sequel to Eric Knight's novel 
“Lassie Come Home,” to be titled 
“Son of Lassie.” will be re-written 
from the screen play and published 
in book form. 


clubs now 


of the 
Gannett 


inside of 


Broadwav-the- 


lier’s, 


Jimmy Starr, the syndicated film 
chatterer, authored a whodunit, “The 
| Corpse Came C. O. D.” Murray & 


Gee, Hollywood publishers, bring _it 
out in March. 

Fit. Lt. Frederick James Garvey. 
! former member of the editorial stalt 
of the Vancouver (B.C.) Daily Prov- 


ince, has been awarded the Distin- 
| guished Service Order. 

Lt. Helen Jacobs, former tennis 
star now in the WAVES, has com- 
pleted an historical novel, “Storm 
Against the Wind,” which Dadd- 


| Mead will publish in April. 

| Earl E. Sproul has quit the West- 
ern Newspaper Union and the Pub- 
lishers’ Auxiliary, of which he was 
a high exec, to form his own organ- 
ization to service publishers. 

Robert Spencer Carr, who chucked 
scenario writing in the film capital 
to help deliver lend-lease to Russia, 
completing a novel with his sea ex- 
periences as the background. 

Helen Montgomery, author of the 
new book ‘The Colonel's Lady’ is not 
|the wife of a Colonel but of 2nd 
| Lieutenant. Reviewers have assumed 
she was and is married to a Colonel. 

H. L. Mencken is preparing a sup- 


| atennent to his Knopf book, ‘The 
American Language, which orig- 
|inally was published in 1919, fol- 
| lowed by other editions in ’21, 


and ’36. 

| Lloyd C. Douglas has written a 
| special preface to a Braille edition of 
his novel, “The Robe.” for blind 
readers, Book is also being published 
in Spanish and Portuguese for the 
South American trade. 

Geoffrey Homes’ mystery 
‘Six Silver Handles,’ recently 
Red Book mag, has been named 
book-of-the-month for May by the 
Detective Story Club, and will be 
| published in book form by William 
| Morrow & Co. 

Ohio Newspaper Assn., Buckeye 
Press Assn., and the Select List of 
Ohio Daily Newspapers, will: meet 
in Columbus, Feb. 3 and 4. Gov. 
John W. Bricker is scheduled to dis- 
cuss government control of press and 
radio at the sessions. 
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Broadway 


Pat and Ann Harrington vacation- 
ing at Miami Beach. 

Sam Jaffe, 20th-Fox producer, will 
return to the Coast Feb. 15. 

Daily News Silver Skates finals at 


Madison Square Garden Monday (7). | 


are in town for a week in connection 
with the Fourth War Loan drive. 
Captain Jim Stanton, Pittsburgh 
doctor, assigned to “This Is Army” 
troupe in London as medical officer. 
Bill Household, who owns Vogue 
Terrace, is_back on the job again 
after a hospital session with the flu. 
Cornell Cooper back at Club 


Motor Corps of AWVS sending out’ Casino after recovering from a throat 


an S.O.S. for 500 women ambulance | ailment. 


Tiny Wolf subbed for him. 
Mary Evelyn Ducey, former Play- 


agented | house actress, home this week as an 


“Janie” on the road, in St. Luke’s| understudy in “Kiss and Tell” at 


drivers. 

Wallace Munro, who 

hospital. 

Tim Kelly doorman at Lyceum! 


again injured, this time by hit and 
run driver. 

John Tuerk, manager of 
Cherry Orchard,” National; 
Maney agenting. 

Fred L. Lynch, publicity-advertis- 
ing director for the Music Hall, back 
from the Coast. 

Stella Reynolds, wife of legit actor, 
Arnold Moss, hospitalized at LeRoy 
senitarium, N. Y. 

Harry Kaplan of Palace bar and 
grill, well known to professionals, 
lost mother Monday (31). 

Howard Reinheimer, theatrical at- 
tovney, Coastward on Friday (4) 
tu huddle with some clients. 

Renee Rose, formerly secretary to 
Arthur Hammerstein, has_ similar 
position in the Treasurers Club. 

Edward B. Marks celebrates 50th 
anniversary of music firm next Mon- 
day and Tuesday (7-8). Open house. 

Sam Wanamaker, legit and radio 
actor. due for induction shortly. His 
wife is Charlotte Holland, radio ac- 
tress. 

Frank McCarthy, formerly press 
agent for George Abbott, now a 
colonel in the Army, an aide to Gen. 
Marshall. 

Jane Froman returned home Satur- 
Gay (29), after another operation at 
N. Y.’s Post Graduate hospital. Do- 
ing okay. . 

Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal 
v.p. in charge of foreign distribution, 
vacationing in Arizona after Holly- 
wood conferences. 

Al Ronkel who. directed 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” radio program, 
now in training at Camp Sampson, 
N. Y., naval station. 

Perry Stevenson, brunet beaut, 
subbed in “The Doughgirls.” Ly- 
ceum, N. Y., for Doris Nolan, out 
with cold early this week. 


“The 
Dick 


Nixon, 


Pvt. Bob Shield, former KDKA 


| staffer, assigned here to produce 


radio shows 


Cpl. Edward A. Cooper (Edward | 


Ashley) slated to leave “Winged | 
Victory” for major operation at 
Valley Forge Hospital, Pa. 
Ronay-operated hotels opened the 
new Chartreuse Room and cocktail 
lounge in Hotel Sulgrave, on Park 


avenue. Russell Patterson designed 
them. 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, president of 


Famous Players-Canadian, and Wil- 
liam K. (Lucas &) Jenkins in town 
last week contacting Paramount ex- 
ecutives. 

Jinx Falkenburg is at St. Luke's 
hospital, N. Y., where she was rushed 
Monday (31) for an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. Her condition is re- 
ported satisfactory. 

The Friars Club partied 
Walters Saturday midnight in 
Room, Hotel Edison. Occasion 
celebration of Walters being 
Dean of the Friars. 

Earl Carroll gave exceptionally 


Lou 
Sun 
was 
made ! 


pleasant party to “Vanities” vaude]} pany in an 


people after they completed date at 
Loew's State last week, in upstairs 
ballroom at the Astor. 


George Fraser, in publicity for 
Columbia Pics., Paula Weiss (Mrs. 
Frazer), on  pressbooks at Para- 


mount. both of whom resigned, left 
Saturday (29) for the Coast. 
Eleanor Kilgallen leaves her cast- 
ing post at NBC Monday (7) to take 
up similar duties for brother-in-law 
Richard Kollmar’s legit production, ! 
“Dream With Music.” She's sister of 
columnist Dorothy Kilgallen, 


| ported 
Koll- | 


mar’s wife. } 


teport 
of Hermine Munro to Pic. Nelson L. 
Gross was somewhat premature. Pair 
only announced their engagement 
last week. Miss Munro toured wit 
“Junior Miss” while Nelson is the son 
of Edward Gross, Hollywood and 
Broadway producer. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


WB's 
world 
day (5). 


last week of the marriage | 


Gerald Goode in town beating the ! 


arums for the 
dance revue. 

Jackie Heller-Lew Parker unit will 
be first USO show to play bases on 
Bougainville. 


Katherine 


Dunham | 


Marianne Rohrkaste resumes hoof- | 


ing career after working for,a year 
in a war plant. 

Ann Harvey, booker, coming 
around okay after being hospitalized 
for an operation, 

“Winged Victory” booked for 
Nixon weeks of June 5 and 12 on its 
Way to the Coast. 


“Something for the Boys” engage- | 


ment at Nixon has been cut from 
two weeks to one, Feb. 21. 

Ted Tolleys—he’s Metro's veteran 
head shipper—celebrated silver wed- 
cing anniversary last week. 

Bands of Bernie Arnstrong and 
Skip Strahl booked for Heinz em- 
ployees’ annual ball Feb. 19. 

Air cadets stationed at University 
Of Pittsburgh are rehears:ng their 
Own GI revue, “The Lid’s Off.” 

Nancy Kelly and Preston Foster 


ion the 


| 


| | Fox Holes | 


“In Our Time” will have its |§ 
premiere in Erie, Pa., Satur- | 
pictures 


2 


in behalf of WAC re- 
cruiting. 


Arthur Woodburn has been set for | 


the lead in “On Borrowed Time,” 


{which will follow “Blind Alley” at 


the Playhouse. 


Australia 


Metro still finding plenty of dates 
for “Gone With Wind” in subsequent 
runs, 

Captain Jerry Cargill 
jungle trips of Gary Cooper, 
Merkel and Phyllis Brooks. 

Dave Martin will return to board 
of Minerva Centre, Sydney, follow- 
ing resignation of E. J. Tait. 


Minerva theatre here presenting 


handling 
Una 


revival of “Peter Pan.” Garnett Car- | 


roll producing for Alec Coppel. 

Tivoli vaude-revue circuit, under 
Wallace Parnell, will send additional 
units to out-of-town spots for enter- 
tainment of war workers. 


There's stopping “Random 
Harvest” in Sydney and Melbourne. 
It’s four-a-day to capacity, with seats 
selling two weeks in advance. 

Commar der Gene Tunney is look- 
seeing the Southwest Pacific. Former 
heavyweight champ recently acted 
as referee at Army glove prelims. 

Understood that A. B. Marcus 
would like to do another Aussie tour 
if transportation can be obtained. 
Marcus clicked well here some years 
ago under the Fullers-Snider-Dean 
setup. 


Pensions 


Continued from page 1 


ment is to be based. Under this 
proposal any exec who has earned 
$200,000, or over, during a 10-year 
period, would receive 25°, or $50,000 
maximum annually as a_ pension 
upon retirement. Those earning $100,- 
000 but not more than $200,000 over 
a 10-year period would be given a 
300 pension. Those earning less 
than $100,000 annually over the 10- 
year period would be given propor- 
tionately higher pension benefits. 
Those with profit-participation deals 
would have to give up their profit- 
sharing earnings to become eligible. 

It is understood, also, that the 
company plans to reserve the right 
not to retire or allow pension pay- 


| ments to any employee whom they 


useful to the com- 
active capacity even 
though he should have reached the 
retirement age. 

Schenck, Mayer For It 

Believed that Nicholas M. Schenck 
has been 
the pension plan 


consider more 


for the past vear 


| or two, with object of bringing into 


it all those considered responsible 
for company’s successful operation. 
Louis B. Mayer, has also been re- 
inclined to favor a pension 
plan in recent months. 

Annual meeting of Loew's stock- 
holders, usually held in January or 
February, is now scheduled to be 
held March 14, the postponement 
being largely due to delays in form- 
ulating final details of the pension 
plan which is to be submitted for 
shareholders approval. 


Continued from page 1 


twice a week. The main 
unit has a small cub plane, capable 
of landing on a dime. An am- 
phibious tank was used to clear 
away a small strip of ground on the 
island, knocking down brush and 
trees. Twice a week the plane lands 
island in the evening. The 
men carry a mobile unit. Movies 
are shown each trip and the plane 
reports back to its bas¢ in the morn- 
ing. 

“In advanced areas they are get- 
ting three pictures a week and they 
are all late releases. As a matter 
of fact, there are times when they 
wonder how we are able to send up 
some pictures which they know are 
playing only the larger cities in 
America at the time they are 
screening on the war front. A total 
of 52 16-mm prints of each of four 
current feature pictures each week 
are furnished free by the film in- 
dustry for showing to combat forces 
overseas, 


Mexico City 


New picture house, Reforma, 
opened at Mixcoac. 

Tin-Tan signed by Alberto San- 
tander for pictures. 

El Patio using the Gonzalo Curiel 
and Alberto Dominguez bands. 

Government has ordered military 
zone commanders to whip together 
some bands. 


Carlos Pellicer, poet, resigned as 
director of the Palace of Fine Arts! 
(National theatre). | 

Tin-Tan, stage-radio comic, debuts | 
in films under the exclusive banner 
of Aiberto Santander. 

Josephine Realich. American 
dancer, heading the floor show at the 
Lobby night club here. 

Carlos Chavez. conductor of Mexi- | 
can Symphonic orchestra, to San An- | 
tonio, Texas, for concerts. 

Enrique Herrera, comic, has bought ; 
a race horse which he intends to 
run at the current meet here. 

Teresita Tallien to Managua to es- 
tablish Nicaragua exchange for 
Clasa-Excelsior Mex newsreel. 

Myrta Silva, Puerto Rico singer 


| bought the 
concentrating heavily on| 


with the Marcus show at the Iris, 
booked for a long run at E) Patio. 
Leopold Stokowski pencited for an 
all-American broadcast concert at 
local radio station XEW in March. 


Joaquin Pardave, veteran comic, 
and Pedro Infante. radio singer, 
teamed for a theatre tour in the 

Juan Pezet. Mexico City film | 
| pioneer, has been named general 
manager of the new Clasa Films 
Mundiales. 

Ana Maria Fernandez, top radio 


swing songstress. to Havana under a 
three-week contract to the Cadena 
Azul ‘(Blue Network). 

Rafael F. Munoz, novelist-scenar!st | 
whose work has appeared in U. S.' 
mags, publicity man for the Min- 
istry of Public Education. 

Los Kikaros .Mario Caballero ang 
Chato Meza). singing comics, back 
from Havana dates and have re- 
sumed s‘age-radio bookings here. 

“Cantinfias” (Mario Moreno). the 
tramp comic, on a quick swing of key 
Texas cities—Ciudad Jurez. Houston 
and San Antonio—between his film 
work in Mexico. 

Diana Bordes, wife of Julio 
Bracho, megger, to debut in pix. 
She’s been inked for the name role 
in Osear Wilde’s ‘Salome’ that Luz 
Alba (femme) will direct. 

George Chavchavadze, Russian 
pianist, booked for re.urn dates at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre) Feb. 3; benefit for the 
Mexican Red Cross, (7) and (14). 

Carlos Chavez inked by film pro- 
ducer Francisco Z. Clemente to di- 
rect the music of his “Emilio Za- 
pata,” life of the Revolutionary gen- 


eral who started agrarianism in 
Mexico. 

Marcus show presented “Adios, 
Mexico.” enlarged revue featuring 


Pepe Guizar. Tito’s cousin; Jeanette 
Savage. Hoffman Sisters. Dorothy 
Coudy and The Two Schuberts, at the 
Teatro Iris. 

Carl Alwin, guest conductor of the 
National orchestra on National Radio 
Hour, Jan. 23. sponsored. by the gov- 
ernment, Edis de Phillippe. soprano, 
debuted on Mexican radio on the 
same program. 

Tito Gout, young pie producer- 
meegger, so successful with “St. Fran- 
cis of Asis,” biog of the animal lov- 
ing saint, that he is readying 
Florence Barkley’s “The White 
Ladies of Worchester.” 


Deere Wiman, is_ staging first 
minstrel show for the American Red 
Cross Mobile Unit, which will be 
titled “Corn on the Cob.” Cast will 
be top talent from their 10 Mobile 
Units. 

Alice Delysia, back in London 
after nearly three years in the} 
Middle East entertaining troops, has | 
announced her intention of marrying } 
Commander Rene Kobler-Nerd, of | 
the French naval forces. 


| feature the top femme pic stars in a 


} 


of guest shots on programs. 


Pic producer Luis Manrique has} 
film rights of “Adios, | 
Mariquita Linda” (‘Farewell, Pretty 
pop song, which he is to make soon. 
Alfonso Patino Gomez will direct. 
Pearl Buck gave a reception and a 
talk on China at a reception spon- 
sored by the East amd West Associa- 
tion at the Benjamin Franklin Pub- 


week at the Cine Metropolitan, price 
scaled down to $3 (Mex) from. the 
$4 that it played for first fortnight. 
“Phantom of the Opera” also is in | 
its fifth week at Cine Olimpia at | 
$2.50 (Mex) scale 
June Marlowe 
Cosario Negro” 
| sair”). based on the Emil Salgari | 
novel, that Clasa Films will produce. 
She’s the second important American 
actress to play in Mexican pix. 
| Sally Blane, wife of Norman Foster 
who is megging here. is the first. 
Maria Tereza Montoya, ace junior 
dramatic actress. closed her iong sea- 
son under federa] and civic govern- 
ment subsidies, at the Teatro 
Fabregas with a presentation of} 
| Oscar Wilde’s ‘A Woman of No Im-| 
| por.ance. Irma Gonzalez, soprano, 
just back from the U. S.. sang sev- 
era] numbers on this farewell bill. 


London 


W. W. Jacobs. noted short story | 
writer. left about $120.000. 

“Snow White’ is doing capacity 
business On reissue date at New 
Gallery. 

Louis Golding’s book “No News for 
Helen” being dickered for as a 
vehicle for James Cagney. 

The Halle orchestra is planning to 
go to the Mediterranean this summer 
to give symphony concerts at Gibral- 
tar, Italy, Sicily and North Africa. 
Jchn Barbirolli will conduct. 

Leighton Brill, assistant to Dwight 


re to play in “E) 
Bleck Cor- | 


outstanding Mexican! 


| Cubano tunes, and a 


| 
|similar pattern as to routining and | 
spotting of principals involved. There 


| jets plus single and concentrated ap- 
| pearances for 


| 

| 

} 


Biggest Year 


Continued from page 1 


Coast, program bowing in on Jan. 5. | 
On the same night Monty Woolley 
took over as star of the Old Gold 
show with the Sammy Kaye orches- 
tra. The new year also finds Ron: ld 
Colman as boss-man of the Electric 
Auto Lite show, “Everything for the 
Boys,” the series of Tuesday night 
NBC Arch Oboler adaptations which 
teed off on Jan. 18 and which fea- 
tures a femme pic guestar weekly. 
The new William Bendix air show, 
“The Life of Riley.” which got un- 
der way Jan. 16 with the American 
Meat Institute sponsoring, has al- 
ready taken over a sizable segment 
of the Sunday afternoon listening 
audience. Joining the ranks next 
Sunday (6) will be Walter Pidgeon 
as permanent star of the new Good- 
year Rubber show which will also 


reprise of their outstanding picture 
successes. The new Orsen Welles 
air show bowed in last week. though 
only Coast outlets are currently 
available. Show, however, will be 
extended to full network later. 

Joe E. Brown will be the star of a 
new audience participation program 
titled “Stop and Go” which McKes- 
son & Robbins will sponsor on the 
Blue starting March 23, with this 
program, too, emanating from 
Hoollywood. Alice Faye is being 
lined up for a half-hour show in 
which she'll sing and do a dramatic 
turn. Her husband, Phil Harris, is 
still being sought as bandleader on 
program, if he can get an okay from 
Jack Benny, on whose program he’s 
also featured. 

Taltlu-Moss Hart 

Also on the horizon is the con- 
templated Tallulah Bankhead- 
Moss Hart show with likelihood that 
when it’s set, it will originate on the 
Coast due to the actress’ pic com- 


mitments. There's talk, too, of lin- 
ing up a show for Laird Cregar, | 
who's been in and out of the radio | 
studios while east doing a number | 
Nego- | 
tiations are also under way to star | 
Beris Karloff in a half-hour mys- | 
tery-thriller series over the Blue, 
with the sustainer also skedded to 
emanate from.the Coast. Also in 
the offing is a show starring Janet 
Blair, the Col. Pictures star. in a 
15-minute, three-times-a-week pro- 
gram from the Coast, with still an- 
other being set for Patsy Kelly and 
Edward Everett Horton. 

Coast radio activity is due for a 
further hypo in the next few weeks 
when Kate Smith, Jimmy Durante- 
Garry Moore, Dick Haymes and 
Perry Como move to the Coast. 


Plays Out of Town | 
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|} annual 


lic Library, Jan. 24. Chinese am- Vineent Youmans 

bassador and his wife and Dieg Ballet Revue 

“Random Harvest” is in its fifth | ceived. Esther Borga handles some 


real 
Coelho, Brazilian 


highlight 
soprano- 
guitarist who has loads of style and 
sells exceedingly well. 
Both sets of this revue 


is Olga 
follow a 


is no tieing in of one number to an- 
waits and lulls. plus 
stuff mouthed on and 
puppets, kill off all the 
accomplished by the several | 
transient high spots. That should be 
the main cue for the gigantic task of | 
remake that’s ahead of Youmans if | 
he exnects to salvage this mass cf 
theatrie effort into a saleable prop- 
erty. Elimination of the fantasy and 
difficulf handling of the marionets, 
with emphasis on the best of the bal- 


other. Stage 
the tiresome 
off by the 
good 


the vocalists, should 
provide a start. Addition of some | 
sock specialties culled from the best 
of the vaude or nitery lists would | 
give added effectiveness. and segue- 
ing of numbers would tighten mat- 
ters. 

Sets and costuming are in good 
taste. Lighting falls short. This | 
may be due to lack of facilities pro- 
vided in this oversized concert hall. | 
There's an orchestra of 50 under the | 
baton of Max Goberman, who labors | 
valiantly, and that’s another problem | 
to be met in the average theatre pit. 

Something may come out of all | 
this, but it’s going to take plenty of 
handling and maximum showman- 
ship. Nut for effort to date is reput- | 
ed having exceeded $160,000. 


Buim. 


| Casino, 


Hollywood 


Felix Jackson, film director, sued 
for divorce. 

Will H. Hays in town on his an- 
nual winter visit. 

B. G. De Sylva observed another 
birthday, his 48th. 

Adrian Scott, RKO producer, hos- 
pitalized with sinus trouble. 

Jack Cummings, Metro producer, 
to Mexico City on vacation. 

Roy Chanslor, screen writer, re- 
covering from major surgery. 

David Hempstead, producer at 
RKO, laid up with bronchitis. 

Dick Haymes arrived from New 
York for his next 20th-Fox picture. 

Lee Soble left Warners casting de- 


| partment to join Ben Pollack agency. 


Capt. Leon Ames returning to film 
production after Army medica! dis- 
charge. 

Ralph Fortune, light opera singer, 
divorced by June Jolly Fortune, for- 
mer actress. 

Joan Castle, stage actress, filed di- 
vorce suit against William Post, Jr., 
screen player. 

Samuel Bronston returned from 
the east with an armful of new story 
properties for future filming. 

Rita Quigley, of stage and screen, 
announced her engagement to Lieut. 
(j.g.) Arthur Goehner, U.S.N.R. 

Walda Mansfield, actress wife of 
Walter Donaldson, filed a cross com- 
plaint in her husband's divorce suit. 

Al Horwitz, head of Universal 
studio contact siaff, going to New 
York as home office publicity man- 
ager. 

Gregory Ratoff, director, was in- 
formed by the War Department that 
his brother, Sgt. Peter Ratoff, is miss- 
iag in action. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Danny Beck headlining floor show 
at Riviera club, newest nite spot in 
the west end. 

Mary Pickford was the central 
figure in a downtown parade staged 
by Harry C. Arthur, Jr., in collabo- 
ration with local “Mile o’ Dimes” 
campaign. 

Free ducats to all St. Louis flicker 
houses are being dished to the teen 
agers who bring bond sales into the 
special war bond booths installed in 
all local cinema houses. 

Duke Ellington and his band fur- 
nished the music at the President's 
Birthday ball at the Henry W. Kiel 


| auditorium Saturday (29). Currently 


Ellington is playing a one week 
Stand at the Fox. 

Run of “In Time to Come” cur- 
rently at the St. Louis Little theatre 
will be extended.-The cast is com- 
posed of Toby McBratney, Emmet 
Dustin, William Miller, Don Lochner, 
Kathleen Scott, Charles Selwyn, 
Ralph Peterson, Ralph Cook, Frank 
Peschka, Melvin Wood, Harvey 
Obenhaus, Harold Hornbeak. Neil 
Preston, John Rowland, Robert 
Knox, Clarence Haflinger, Henry 
Ford and William Rochester. Gordon 


Sommers is director. 


Chi 
cago 

Joe E. Lewis and the entire Chez 
Paree show has been held over until 
the end of February. 

Fred Mindlin, manager of the Na- 
tional Screen Service special service 
department, has added Sue O'Connor 
to his staff. 

Gertrude Bromberg will succeed 
Reuben Rabinovitch as p.a. for the 
“Kiss and Tell” company at the 
Harris theatre. 

Music Box, formerly the Rhumba 
folded afier three weeks. of 
operation as a grind cocktail lounge. 


| Spot will reopen as a Chinese restau- 


rant. 

M-G-M Employees Club held their 
banquet at the Blackstone 
hotel last Saturday (29) night. W. E. 
“Doc” Banford, branch manager, 
acted as emcee. 

Marcus Glaser, who has been in- 
ducted into the Army, was given a 
farewell luncheon at Marin’s Rain- 


i bow Cafe last week by some 70 
agents, bookers and managers, at 
which he was presented with a 


| shock-proof watch. 


By Les Rees 

Big turnout for Reel Fellows’ club 
dinner dance. 
Bob Chester 

for one-nighter. 

Gene Eyman orchestra in 


into Prom Ballroom 


second 


| year at Hotel Lowry Terrace Cafe. 


Leo Murray, Lyceum manager, in 
Chicago trying to line up legitimate 


| road attractions. 


Advance sale for “Ice Follies” 
seven times greater than for cor- 


responding period a year ago. 
Variety club tendering dinner Feb. 
7 to honor Bill Elson in recognition 


| of past services as Chief Barker. 


“Victory Aid” show at Auditorium, 


| exhibiting war trophies and war ma- 


terial manufactured here, drew 109,- 
000 in one week. 

Appearing as soloist with Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra, Arthur 
Rubinstein, pianist, featured “Porgy 
and Bess” selections. 

Professional boxing resumes at 
Auditorium this week after long lay- 
off, with Tony Stecher, wrestling 
impressario, the promoter. 

With Arline Judge as auctioneer, 
pair of Nylen hose brought sale of 
$100,000 of war bonds, municipal em- 
ployees doing the bidding. 


— 


| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
il 
| 
| 
| 
Minneapolis 
| | 


se VARILCII ROMLUALY 2 

{ 


IN IN A MILLION DREAM YEARS- 
“ generation in show business- 


a performer is launched on individual career 
with “the bad breaks” minimized, and the good 
breaks” assured because the paying public proves 
what managers and have. be- 
hind the scenes: | 
SOLD’ 


Such is frankie Carle, cele- 
brated as a musical star in the key cities of the : : 
nafion, with a fame radiated through the radio : : 
networks and recording devices into the thou- 
sands of smaller fowns that ‘The 


NEW YOR Ke: CHICAGO» HOLLYWOOD: “CAN GINNATI- LONDON. 


(la 

| f lif | 
THY TH 
| | OQpening Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, February 13th. 


